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TVS $12,000,000 BANKROLLERS 


More Vandflm 


Billy Rose's Int'l 
Show Biz Plans; 
Globe Trot Ends 


Billy Rose, who returned this 
week from a 15-week ‘fabulous 
razzle-dazzle”’ around the world, is 
setting in motion a pair of global 
showbusiness plans. Showman has 
under consideration a pair of proj- 
ects, one of which calls for an ex- 
change of variety shows to be 
staged at his Ziegfeld theatre, 
N: Y., and the Palladium, London. 
Latter is operated by Val Parnell 
for Moss Empire Theatres. 

Other important project still in 
Rose’s cranium is the staging of 
his Aqguacade at the “Festival in 
Britain” slated to start Mav 1. 
1951, in London. British govern- 
ment will appropriate 12,000,000 
pounds for this event which will 
be a trade fair designed to show 
off British products. 


‘Rose asked Government spokes- 
man that his show be staged on 
Serpentine Lake, in  London’s 
Hyde Park. Layout would be pro- 
duced with Parnell. 


The variety shows at the Zieg- 
feld, still being mulled by the 


showman, would call for a com-| Ly 6 oie 
j;ers should concentrate on “making | 


sure that ratings really do provide | 
true measurements of that vital | 


bination of top U. S. and Conti- 
nental names. As idea now stands, 


(Continued on page 47) 





‘Pacific,’ ‘Salesman,’ 
‘Kate’ Share Hottest 
B’way Demand in Years 


Ticket demand for the _ top 


‘ Broadway hits is now rated the 


most intense in years. Three top 
calls are “South Pacific,” “Kiss Me 
Kate” and “Death of a Salesman.” 
Not within memory have three 
such hot tickets been listed simul- 
taneously. 


According to brokers, it’s a toss- 


Square Dancing On 
Horseback in West 


Kansas City, April 19. 

Newest twist on terpsichore in 
this area is square dancing on 
| horseback. Dancing on horseback 
|apparently is a southwest develop- 
'ment, but now is gaining a follow- 
ing around Hoyt, Kansas. 

It's being done with both the 
old proven square dance calling, 
and new verses which are adapted 
to the horsey style. Resembles reg- 
|ular square dancing except that 
'eight dancers are mounted, affair 
is held in a large field, and “caller” 
|either has to be leather-lunged or 
operate over a sound truck. Lat- 
ter seems to be increasingly popu- 
lar. 


Ratings Are Held 


} 





Opening Up All 


~ Over the Country 


Grassroots vaude is expanding at 
its most rapid rate since the ad- 
vent of talking pictures. Both cir- 
cuit and indie exhibitors are find- 
ing that live shows in small town 
nabes is more successful. They 
are still mulling the possibility that 
the traditional six to eight-act bills 


| may be due for a return in larger 


Vital Necessity 


Chicago, April 19. 
| Mounting opinion in some radio 
, circles that audience ratings are 


| product sales which actually prove 
| a program’s worth was attacked 
|sharply this 
}rater A. C. Nielsen. 
|eliminating such measurements of 
program pull, he said, broadcast- 


| 


factor, audience size.” 

Referring to a VARIETY story last 
week to the effect that Pabst Beer 
is backing to the hilt Eddie Can- 
tor’s blast against ratings as “one 





| Nielsen declared that anyone who 
says ratings are unimportant re- 
fuses to face the facts. “He is say- 
‘ing, in eflect,” according to Niel- 
sen, “that there is no relation be- 
tween the circulation of an adver- 
tising medium and the volume of 
Sales produced.” Nielsen’s argu- 
| Hooper, his chief competitor, with 
the statement that Hoaperatings, 


(Continued on page 16) 





| 
| 


'There are 


week by audience) 
Rather than | 


metropolitan areas. 

Much of the new Interest in the 
variety type of presentation is 
credited to television which has 
been instrumental 
interest in round actors. Equally 
responsible for the _ increasing 
vaude openings is the dearth of 
top films, uncertainties of theatre 
divorcement, and declining grosses 


in some straight picture situations. | 


many instances where 
aeatres with standard vaude but 


‘overrated and that it is increased | 5208 high-priced names have been 


doing top business. The Olympia, 
Miami, Majestic, Paterson, 
Schine houses, and the Capitol, 
Washington, do a consistent busi- 
ness on the strength of moderate- 
ly priced vaudfilm. On the other 


hand, the.tres like the Adams, 


Newark, which must depend on big. 


(Continued on page 44) 





Buick’s 0&J To 


| of the biggest outrages in radio,” | 


|'ment was focused against C. E. | 


| Milton Berle’s 
| atre.”’ 


/ web Tuesdays at 8 starting June! 


Fill In For Berle 


That wandering Olsen & John- 
son television package, for which 
Buick has been trying to find a 
spot for the last two months, has 
finally made it. Hour-long pro- 
gram bows in on the NBC-TV 


| 21 as a summer replacement for 


up at the moment whether “Pa-| 
cific” or “Kate” is the choicer | 
item, but the expectation is that | 
the Rodgers-Hammerstein musical | 
will probably forge ahead of the | 


Easter Week’s Record B.0. 


Cole Porter-Bella Spewack show, In All Show Biz Branches 


whieh has een established as the. Panier weekend, brought plenty 
c y $ “ FY | » 
Bet gay Boren did Pacific | poriums throughout the country, 
“Kate,” but its location at the Ma-| With film theatres, legit and nite- 
ea earn ate 1 asad in EER the be 

y) S A 
marnued on page 59) becalmed for the last several 

: months. ; 
Ist. Films in Years For Hefty biz at the nation’s film- 
. | eries, which in many cases estab- 
2 Former H’wood Greats lished new — menee. put : 
: | temporary end to the worries of | 
Glori Ph staple April 19. that industry caused by such fac- 
Strohein f wanson and Eric Von tors as high production costs, high 
for th "t aced Hollywood cameras theatre operating costs and threat- 
alkorg oa time in years as Para-' ened inroads of television. Indus- | 
story rolled “Sunset Boulevard,” | try officials, including exhibitors, | 
they De rage life in which preathed easier in the knowledge 
ites ea, ny Bate William that they can still do top business, 
; ney Ulsen. | given good pictures and the right 

_It’s Miss Swanson’s first film conditions. 

wey 1941. Van Stroheim’s last Mainly responsible for the boff 
ocal film appearance was a few film boxoffice, which saw the 
years later. Billy Wilder directs. | (Continued on page 55) \ 





“Texaco Star The- 
Kudner ad agency handles 
both accounts. 

Agency had encountered con- 
siderable difficulties in placing the 
program, through inability of 
both NBC-TV and CBS-TV to clear 
the desired time with affiliate sta- 
tions. Latter, most of which car- 
ry shows from mose than one net- 
work, had previous commitments 
for the time Buick wanted. Berle 
will come back in his Tuesday 


_spot in the fall and NBC is con- 
fident it will have found another 


suitable time for O.&J. by then. 








The H’wood Pace 
Hollywood, April 19. 

Comedian Joey Adams, with 
Mark Plant and Tony Canzo- 
neri, recently completed “Ring- 
side” for Screen Guild Produc- 
tions, which was sbot in seven 
days. 

Adams subsequently ordered 
a set of .stills of himself to be 
taken from the film. These 
took nine days. 


in reviving an) 


the | 


|so within the next 





| with 


| Helen Hayes May Do 
| ‘Menagerie’ in Films 
Hollywood, April 19 

Helen Hayes may make her film 
| comeback in the forthcoming War 
| ners’ production of Tennessee Wil- 
|liams’ “Glass Menagerie.” Miss 
|Hayes, absent from the _ screen 
since her Oscar-winning perform- 
ance in Metro’s “Sin of Madelon 
Claudet” in 1932, would play the 


role originated by the late Laur- 
ette Taylor on Broadway. 
Jerry Wald will produce the 


film, with Jane Wyman set for the 


daughter role and Kirk Douglas 
as the boy, Irving Rapper, who 
went over to Columbia following 


a tiff with Warners, returns to the 
WB lot to handle direction on 
“Menagerie.” Entire package deal 
was set up by indie agent Charles 
K. Feldman. 

Miss Hayes clicked in “Menag- 
erie’ in London last year. 


East's Bigger 
Hold on Hwood 


Exercise of much greater control 
over studio production programs 
by eastern homeoffices is seen as 
one of the most significant effecis 
of the forthcoming divorcement of 
major company theatres. Evi- 
dences of the shifts in power are 





|and are expected to be much more 
year. 
Divorcement actually is just 
forcing a trend that is a natural 
when income is curtailed, produc- 
| tion costs high, and the majors are 
straining to achieve better profits. 


Instead of allowing studio execs to | 


more-or-less suit their own tastes 


pressure is exerted from the dis- 
tribution end to get product which 


is felt to have maximum sales 
values. 

Between owning theatres and 
peddling product in what was 


(Continued on page 55) 





Eisenhower’s PA. Sought 
For ‘Crusade’ Teeoff 


Life and Time, sponsors of 
“Crusade in Europe,” are, huddling 
Gen. Dwight Eisenhower to 
have him appear in person when 
the vidpic series based on the gen- 
eral’s book preems over ABC-TV 
Thursday, May 5, at 9 p.m. 

The Luce mags have inked 13 
basic ABC-TV stations and have 
orders out for 20 additional out- 


| lets, trying to line up periods as 


close as possible to the Thursday 


'9 p.m. slot. Time cosis for the 26- 
| week period will come to approx- 
imately $95,000, if all 33 stations 


are inked. Time, Inc. is reportedly 
paying ABC $165,000 for the first 


cycle of 26 chapters, with an option 


on the second and third screenings. 
If the publisher decides against 
bankrolling the two repeat cycles, 


'ABC-TV will be free to pick up 
' another backer. 


If Luee sponsors 
all three series, cost will be $400,- 


; 000 for the pix. 





already visible in some companies | 


on choice of stories, casting, etc.. | 


706 PER WEEK 
IN TALENT GOSTS 


National Advertisers Now 
Backing Total of 63 


Shows on Networks 





By BOB STAHL 


Television advertisers are now 
spending upwards of $12,000,000 
yearly to plug their products on 
the medium, signifying TV’s prog- 
ress towards that era of profitable 
expansion is accelerating rapidly, 

That figure represents over 
$10,500,000 spent by national ad- 
vertisers on the four major TV 
networks for talent and production 
costs alone. Adding time charges 
to the total, including the costs of 
networking facilities, would more 
than double it. In addition, it is 
estimated that local advertisers 
and sponsors of commercial spots 
either on the webs or locally are 
sinking at least another $1,500,000 
yearly into the medium to boost 
the total, minus time costs, above 
the $12,000,000 marker. 

Bankrollers’ investment in TV, 
of course, comes nowhere near the 
total spent for radio advertising 

(Continued on page 26) 


ASCAP’s First-Quarter 
Melon Near $2,000,000 
As Revenue Holds Up 


American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers declared a 
first quarter dividend last week 
that was only slightly under the 
corresponding period of 1948. To- 
tal distributable revenue came to 





| just under $2,000,000, and it was 
| parceled out to writers and pub- 


lishers late last week. 

Major portion of the coin, of 
course, stems from radio. Before 
another quarter runs out the So- 
ciety’s income and_ distributions 
may be bolstered by television, 
with which the organization is in 
the throes of making a deal. Radio 
will continue to be the main 
source for a while, however. So- 
ciety’s board has been assured by 
radio chain executives that its in- 
come from broadcasting will not 
be appreciably lower for °49 than 
it was in 48, despite tele’s mush- 
rooming. And radio paid close to 
$7,000,000 to ASCAP last year. 





MARGARET TRUMAN'S MGR. ? 


President Truman’s daughter, 
Margaret, currently booked for a 
series of 20 concerts next fall and 
spring by the James A. Davidson 
Concert Management, may take on 


Anna Sosenko as her personal 
manager and mentor. 
Miss Sosenko, p.m. for Hilde- 


garde. has been Miss Truman’s 
friend for years. 
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Coast Friars Benefit Raises $305,000 
In Sock Show for Pic Relief Fund 


By ARTHUR UNGAR 


Hollywood, April 19. 

The Friars, always the great 
bonifaces of the greasepaint fra- 
ternity, grossed around $305,000 
for the Motion Picture Relief Fund 
in a testimonial performance at 
the Shrine auditorium here Satur- 
day night (16). It was one of the 
biggest coin-garnering jobs ever 
accomplished at one performance. 

In a fast-moving, perfectly co- 
ordinated layout headed by Abbot 
George Jessel, there was more 
boxoffice dynamite present than 
one could see on the screen from 
the major companies in a season’s 
product. So it was no miracle that 
the 6,600-seat Shrine auditorium 
was able to be scaled from $2 to 
$100 a seat; and the ticket racks 
went clean, with around 1,100) 
seats disposed of at top scale. 

It was worth it. The four- 
hour show whammed ‘em, hav- 
ing augmented talent and skits 
that were not included in the 
Friars Frolic held last October. 
The surefire numbers, presentation 
and talent which appeared in the 
initial show were again repeated, 
and they scored terrifically. They 
included the opening “Broadway 
and Hollywood,” Jack Benny and 
his hillbilly orch, Lou Holtz, Tony 
Martin, George Burns and Benny, 
with later satirizing Gracie Allen; 
Bob Hope and, of course, Jessel 
doing his now well-known Profes- 
sor Larbermacher. 

Jolson Missing 

Jolson tore down the rafters at 
the last Frolic, but he was missing 
Saturday, and was greatly missed. 
Illness kept him away. 

The new contingent, since the 
last show, who were on hand com- 
de Gordon MacRae, Humphrey 

ogart, Alan Ladd, Dan Dailey, 
Edgar Bergen, Frank Sinatra, 
Clayton, Jackson and Durante, 
Gene Kelly heading the contingent 
of stars in “This Is Our Night with 
Trixie,” song written specially for 
the occasion by L. Wolfe Gilbert 
and Joe Cooper, this replacing the 
satire on Kay Thompson and the 

Williams Brothers, from the last 
show. In the line backing up the 
dancing Kelly were Peter Lawford, 
Ray Milland, James Stewart, Wal- 
ter Pidgeon, Fred Mac Murray, 
Van Johnson, George Murphy and 
Robert Taylor. 

‘Spring Again’ 

“It’s Spring Again,” with a 
wooded backdrop and the hobos 
in the woods, was a “ballet,” a 
bangup number that revealed un- 
der the makeup such names as 
Vincent Price, Jack Oakie, Brian | 
Aherne, Rod Cameron, Dennis | 
O’Keefe, Cesar Romero, Leonid) 
Kinsky, George Murphy, Keenan 
Wynn, Eddie’ Bracken, Buster 
Keaton and Mickey Rooney. Then, | 


too, there was a switch on the| 


tunesmith ensemble from the last 
show which had pounding the keys | 
and chanting the nation’s songs | 
such celebs as Rudolf Friml, Jack 
Norworth, Jimmy McHugh, Frank 
Loesser, L. Wolfe Gilbert, Shelton 
Brooks, Johnny Green and Billy 
Shirley, with Jimmy Cagney doing 
the George M. Cohan finale of this 
number instead of Donald O’Con- 
nor, who was on the last show. And 
added, too, were Harpo Marx, with 
Spencer Tracy, who fitted into the 
groove intended for Clark Gable, 
as one of the emcees. 

Morris Stoloff conducted the 48- 
piece orch ‘services free, courtesy 
of Petrillo) in medley of nostalgia 

‘Continued on page 19) 
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Norworth East to TV 
On 50th Show Biz Anni 


Hollywood, April 19. 
Jack Norworth easted with his 
wife to celebrate his 50th anni in 
show biz. On April 26 he’ll appear 
on Milton Berle’s Texaco show. 
He'll get $600 for stint. 
Routine will include his usual | 


SIE OR PRE oo SRE 
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358th WEEK! 

3,660 Performances 

| All-time long run record in the 
legitimate theatre. 


| KEN MURRAY’S 
“BLACKOUTS OF 1949” 

El Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 
And now in world-wide release 
“BILL AND COO” 

Ken Murray’s 
Academy Award Film 


community sing on his “Ball 
Game” and “Harvest Moon” tunes. 
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De Liagre’s Pitch For 

e . r 4 7. 3 * 

Filming ‘Chaillot’ With 

Frozen Francs in France 

Alfred de Liagre, Jr., producer 
of “Madwoman of Chaillot,” cur- ——— 
rent Broadway legit hit, has been ; 
talking to major film companies on 
the prospect of using coin they rasiia S 
have frozen in France for making , 

version there of Mad- - « 
woman.” Plan has created some 
interest and several companies are é ro riginiad 
exploring the possibilities. 

De Liagre’s idea is to make}! a ; 
French and English versions simul- om re open Reni 
taneously. There’s a possibility of NOC Ea necagecas ts 5 P 000 
a tieup with Louis Jouvet, who deal with Metro calls for $250,00 
played the lead in the Paris edi- 45 writer-producer-director on his 
tion of the legiter, and is under- original. . dyed gs yd Fa diye 
stood to have film studio facilities eating i 9 nis dog. Cast Is 
available. French law requires a eC Tien Chaka) 3a 7 ; 
50° domestic partner for foreign “ee : ee On ay 
companies seeking to produce with Moulder, projected play Sec 
frozen coin. music, is back in the works. Sec- 

_ond-act trouble, which interrupted 
| the playwright’s collaboration with 
‘Irving Berlin, has been amelio- 
rated and the two are working on 

TV SPONSOR DOWNEY the script again. Walter Huston 

has been mentioned as the star. — 

Morton Downey bows in as Berlin, meantime, has commit- 
television regular May 2 on NBC- | ments for two pictures to fill as 
TV as the Monday, Wednesday and | 8°00 as he wraps up the forth- 
Friday star on the new Mohawk) COMing Broadway musical, “Miss 
Carpet show. Roberta Quinlan, Liberty,” on which he’s now work- 
featured in many previous pro- i98 with playwright Robert E. 
grams on that web, will take over Sherwood. He's slated to do a 
the Tuesday and Thursday spot for filmusical _for Metro co-starring 
the across-the-board presentation. Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers, | 

Carpet firm, apparently unwill- plus “White Christmas” for Para- | 
ing to buck the Arthur Godfrey) ™ount, which w ould re-team 
“Talent Scouts” show on CBS-TV, , 4Staire and Bing Crosby. 
has given up its option on the 
NBC-TV Monday nights at 8:30 
spot in favor of the 7:30 to 7:45 Dane Actor Slapped Deaf 
niche Monday through Friday. 6 ’ : 
New program will replace the de- In Oklahoma! Premiere 
funct Henry Morgan show, which) Copenhagen, April 12. 
bowed off last Friday (15) after a 
short three-times weekly run. P 
Morgan ostensibly gave up because hagen looks to have the biggest | 


| 
| 


of the pressure of his radio com- hit in its long history as an oper- | 


mitments but it is believed NBC etta theatre’ in 
dropped the show through disatis-' \ hich just had its premiere here. 


faction with the way it panned out. : : ; 

Agency for Mohawk is George Show is something of a triumph 

Nelson. for young actor Kai Wilton, who 

makes his debut as a director with 

‘ it. The leads are Denmark’s most 

popular theatre couple, Hans Kurt 

Jolson $ Tax Plea ,; and Else Marie, who are in fine 
Washington, April 19. | singing form. 

Al Jolson, in D. C. from New A serious accident happened 
York today (Tues.) for visit with his opening night. In the scene where 
stepmother, may iron out his young commedienne Grethe Tor- 
“Jolson Story” capital gains peti- dahl, who scored the evening’s big- 
tion with the Treasury Dept. With gest hit as Ado Annie, has to slap 
Jolson’s ¢.g. deal with Columbia Poul Bundgaard (playing Will 
on the pic’s sequel, “Jolson Sings Parker), in the face, she accidental- 
Again,” given advance approval, ly hit him on the ear, with the re- 
Treasury officials may compromise sult that the ear went completely 
the mammy singer’s claim. deaf the rest of the evening. Singer 

“Jolson Sings Again,” with Jol- has consulted an ear specialist and 
son once again soundtracking the it’s feared that Bundgaard, who is 
vocals for Larry Parks, was pre- a promising new operetta hero, will 
viewed on the Coast this past never regain his hearing in that 
weekend. ear. 

The theatre is sold out well in 


“Oklahoma!,” | 
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womens — advance and it is probable that the 
a/2e Sie i which usually closes for | 
the three summer months, will 
Subscription Order Form | continue right through into next 
season. 
Enclosed find check for $........ Eddi Ca , ee 
Please Send VARIETY for One Year | ie Cantor's Siesta 

T Hollywood, April 19. 
eee ee) eee eee ae ar tet eee eee eres esens Eddie Cantor has cancelled both 
(Please Print Name) jf his midwest vaude tour and _ his 
Street ee ee eee Oe me oe ee ee oe oe *“eeensteseeeeseeeeeee intended European trip, which was 


to include a visit to Israel. Rea- 


son for switch in plans is that he’s 
decided on resting this summer in 
anticipation of his TV debut, 
which he’s doing for Pabst beer 
in conjunction with his regular ra- 
dio stint. 

Cantor has taken a house in Bal- 
boa, Cal., as a summer antithesis 
to his usual wintering in Palm 


New York 19, N. Y. | Springs, where he maintains an 











auxiliary home in addition to his 








§ Beverly Hills residence. 





{mates with 


BRITISH SNIP ‘SNAKE’ BY 
1,000 FT.; FOR ADULTS 


London, April 12. 

After making cuts totalling about 
1,000 feet ,the British censor has 
now passed “The Snake Pit” (20th) 
with an “A” certificate, which 
means it is available for exhibition 
to adults, and children only when 4 
accompanied by adults. 

Anatole Litvak, producer-direc- 
tor of the picture, told VARIETY | 
that the censor had deleted all se- 
quences showing mental home in- 
straightjackets and 
lighter scenes which evoked audi- 
ence laughter. 

“The Snake Pit” has already | 
been shown in Stockholm and} 
Cairo without cuts and Litvak has 
just returned to London after at- 
tending its opening in Brussels. 


Jessel Dickers Berle 
For Borscht Belt Pic 


With Milton Berle’s film b.o. 








television rating on NBC’s “Texaco 
Star Theatre,” George Jessel 
would star the comic in “Moon 
Over the Catskills,” one of his up- 
coming 20th - Fox productions. 
Jessel, in New York, Monday (18), 
received an honorary life mem-| 
bership card in National Variety 
Artists from Berle on the stage of 
the Roxy. He flew east to officiate 
at Treasury Secretary John W. 
Snyder’s dinner in Washington 
last night (Tues.). Jessel’s current 
production is songwriter Fred 
Fisher’s biog, “Oh You Beautiful 
Doll.” 

“Moon Over the Catskills,” 
authored by Albert Lewis (& Gor- 
don) and his son, Arthur, is a saga 
of the borscht belt summer circuit 
which was a takeoff point for 
numerous top show biz names to- 
day. Jessel plans to spot several | 
of the borscht-spawned performers |} 
in the film. Berle’s previous Hol- | 
lywood’s ~ventures b.v. (before! 
video) had disappointing results. 
Incidentally, he was tied to the 
same studio, 20th-Fox. 





Jessel’s Texas Leaguer 
El Paso, April 19. 

George Jessel has joined the 

Hollywood rush into baseball with 

acquisition of a 25° interest in the 

El Paso club of the Texas League. 

He was given a 12!2% cut for noth- 

ing, after paying $12,500 for an- 
other 1212%. 





The Norrebro Teater in Copen- | Gilda Gray Sues Col Over 


‘Gilda’ Pic for $1,000,000 
Denver, April 19. 
Gilda Gray (Maryanna Michal- 


film, “Gilda,” her privacy has been. 
invaded to the tune of $1,000,000, | 
according to two suits filed against 
Columbia Pictures, one in the. 
_U. §S. district court here. The! 
‘other is filed under a New York 
law, each suit asking $250,000) 
actual and $250,000 exemplary’ 
damages. 

Miss Gray claims the film, made 
in 1946, was “cheap and tart and 
very unlike my life in that re-, 
spect.”” However, she claims the 
name Gilda refers exclusively to 
her, and that the shimmy dance is 
also exclusively associated with 
her. The suit enumerated her 
three marriages, and according to'| 
Miss Gray, “while I was married | 
to these men I was a good and 
faithful wife. The picture made} 
Gilda a tart. free with her love, 
and a viper among men.” 

She is at present in retirement 
on a Colorado ranch. 


| Ann Sheridan’s Indie 


Hollywood, April 19. 

Ann Sheridan is going into film 
production on her own, starting 
with “Second Lady,” a yarn about 
a femme politician. Job ealls for | 
a two-way stretch as producer and 
star. 

Actress is currently awaiting re- 
sumption of filming on “I Was a 
Male War Bride,” which has about 
five weeks to run at 20th-Fox. 





{ 


| KAYE OFF TO LONDON | 

Danny Kaye and his press rep, 
Eddie Dukoff, flew from New York. 
to London Sunday (17), where! 
he’s booked for a six-week stand | 
at the Palladium, opening Monday 
(25). 

Following that, the pair will tour 
Europe, playing theatres and niter- 
,ies in several European countries. 





DAR. Gives Pix 
Clean Slate On 
Communist Rap 


Washington, April 19. 

The D. A. R. motion picture 
committee, which has_ searched 
Hollywood films for any trace of 
communistic teaching or leaning, 
gives U. S. pictures a clean slate 
and says they are entirely free of 
the red taint. 

In the word it has received from 
its local sub-committees through- 
out the nation, comments the an- 


| nual report of the D. A. R. coms 


mittee, “in not a single report was 
communism reported as_ having 
been noted in an picture.” 

The committee today (19) slapped 
at the double-feature and declared 
that multi-feature performances 
are on the wane around the coun- 
try. Plug for single’ feature 


' power expected to boom via his top shows, with plenty of good shorts, 


is included in the report which the 
committee made today to the an- 
nual national convention of the 
Daughters of the American Revo- 
lution, now in gession here. 

Report, submitted by Mrs. Leroy 
Montgomery, of Norwalk, Conn., 
chairman of the committee, also: 

1. Lauded films as teachers of 
the young, declaring that schools 
are learning that children learn 
much more rapidly from motion 
pictures than from textbooks. 

2. Praised the spread of the 
Saturday morning matinees for 
ehildren with their “travel picture 
or good western” as_ keeping 
youngsters away from adult type 
films. 

3. Doffed its hat to MPAA for 
its “fine cooperation” with the 
D. A. R. motion picture program. 


Wall St.’s Show Biz Bally 


To Woo New Investors 


Wall street, including both the 
N. Y. Stock Exchange and individ- 
ual brokerage houses, has decided 
finally that it must take drastie 
steps to bolster dwindling busi- 
ness. Streamlined, show business 
methods are being adopted in 
many instances. 

The more enterprising stock 
exchange firms also have taken to 
films in beating the bushes for 
new accounts. Search of the stix 
for new stockholders is being un- 
dertaken by the stock exchange 
via a $500,000 budget set aside for 
a public relations campaign, stress- 
ing the long-term advantage of 
owning American securities. 

While Wall street laid an egg 
back in 1929, 20 years later the 
Street has another turkey on its 





ski) claims that by reason of the hands, as Forbes business mag re- 


cently pointed out, only this time 
it’s a switcheroo on what happened 
20 years ago. It no longer is a 
case of wailing about everybody 
invading the stock market; now 
the financial sector is out to get 
comparatively small-salaried wage- 
earners and amateur investors in- 
terested in stock buying. Stock 
exchange is said to feel that a 
whole new generation has grown 
up in the last 15-20 years, with no 
knowledge of stock exchange 
functions and its fundamental op- 
erations. 

Recent tests by different broker- 
age houses, in frying to land new 
biz, showed that the 17-minute 
short, “Money at Work,” was the 
most effective instrument in stress- 
ing how coin should be invested in 
stocks. 


Morley Sought As 
7 ° 9 
Caesar in ‘Vadis 
Hollywood, April 19. 
Robert Morley, British legit and 
film star, will play Caesar in 
Metro's “Quo Vadis,” if present 
efforts of director John Huston 
and producer Arthur Hornblow, 
Jr.. are successful, Morley leaves 
“Edward, My Son” legiter on 
Broadway this week, goes to Eu- 
rope for a pic, then is slated for 
“Edward” in Australia. 
iregory Peck and. Elizabeth 
Taylor would be co-starred in 
“Vadis.” 








Garfield at WB June 1 
Hollywood, April 19. 
John Garfield, now siarring in 
“Big Knife” on Broadway, is due 
to report to Warner Bros. June 1 
to start his new contract. 
No film assignment yet. 
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Not Much Expected from Anglo-US. 
Parley; State Dept. Still Best Bet 





Initial conclave of the Anglo-* 


American Films Council, which) 
preems a three-day stand in Wash- | 
ington tomorrow (Thursday), is| 
peing viewed by UV. S. industryites 
as of little, if any, significance. | 
Feeling is that the trend of events | 
in both this country and England 
have passed the sessions in im-| 
portance and nothing meaningful | 
can come out of them. 
Most important of the various | 
developments that have taken) 
place in the past few weeks is| 
viewed as the effectiveness in} 
Washington of the combined on-| 
slaught on Britain by the Califor- 
nia delegation in Congress, the | 
Motion Picture Assn. of America 
and the Society of Independent} 
Motion Picture Producers. Result | 
has been the enlistment of the| 
Dept. of State actively on the| 
side of the U. S. industry for the 
first time since England started 
its radical restrictive practices al- 
most two years ago. 
It is figured that some well- 
expressed sentiments from Secre- 
tary of State Dean Acheson can 
force the British into a compro-| 
mise that the U. S. industry in|} 
direct dealings with the Labor gov- 
ernment has been entirely unable | 
to achieve. And, it is thought, | 
Acheson is being forced into tak-| 
ing action—if he needs any forcing | 
—by the Congressional needling | 
(Congressman can always ask a lot | 
of embarrassing questions when 
appropriations bills come up) and 
(Continued on page 16) | 


Eye 50 Drive-Ins For 
Mpls. This Year, As | 
They Get Early Star 


Minneapolis, April 19. 

Avalanche of new drive-in proj- 
ects in this territory continues as 
completed outdoor theatres steal a 
march on season with earliest | 
openings ever. Although Minne- | 
apolis had two big snowstorms and 
low temperatures during past 
week, two of area's eight drive-ins | 
that operated last year are open- | 
ing this week. They are the Rose 
and Bloomington, located in Twin 
City suburbs and owned by the | 
Minnesota Entertainment Enter- | 
prises. | 
, Two additional MEE drive-ins in | 





‘the Twin City area now are being | 


built. A number of other drive- | 
ins already constructed are also | 
slated to open this month an- | 
nouncement of new projects con- | 
tinue to pour in. Minnesota towns | 
as small as 3,000 population will | 
have the drive-ins. There may be 
more than 50 of them in this area 
before the end of the summer as 
compared to eight in 1948. 

Home Theatres circuit, which 
operates seven regular theatres, 
announced it will build three drive- 
ins this summer. 

Local major distributors have let 
it be known they’ll demand much 
stiffer terms from the drive-ins, 

(Continued on page 19) ; | 
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Goldwyn Hospitalized 
2 Weeks Following Op 


Samuel Goldwyn is expected to 
be hospitalized in New York for 
about two weeks as result of the 
operation he underwent Monday 
(18). Following his release, it is 
understood he’ll be forced to va- 
cation for another couple weeks, at 
least, to fully recuperate. 

Slicing was performed at the 
Harkness Pavilion of the Colum- 
bia-Presbyterian Medical Centre. | 
Producer entered the institution. 
for what was to have been a four- | 
or five-day checkup, during which 
time it was decided it would be 
advantageous to operate for a 
Mjnor ailment from which he had 
béen suffering. 

Goldwyn’s projected trip to De- 
troit this week to give a deposition 
in the Society of Independent Mo- 
tion Picture Producers’ suit | 
against buying-booking combines 


has been postponed indefinitely. - | 





Davis Joins Parley 

John Davis, J. Arthur Rank’s 
chief lieutenant, arrived in | 
the U. S. unexpectedly yester- | 
day (Tuesday) to attend the 
Anglo-American Film Council | 
sessions that get under way in 
Washington tomorrow (Thurs- | 
day). He builds up to four | 
the number of experts from 
England who will back the 
principals at the meetings. 

American participants will 
have in their corner Fayette W. 
Allport, British rep of the Mo- 
tion Picture Assn. of America; 
Sam Eckman, Jr., Metro’s 
English chieftain, and Robert 
S. Wolff, RKO’s London top- 
per. Allport and Eckman ar- | 
rived during the past few 
weeks. Wolff has been in New 
York for some time. 


Yank Exhibs On | 


Record Resenting 
Brit. Quota Idea 


First concerted assault by any | 
group of American exhibs against 
the British quota system since that 
restriction against Yank pix be- 
came effective was launched yes-| 
terday (Tues.) by the Theatre 
Owners of America. On the eve 








of the Anglo-American Film coun-, 
cil meet in Washington, the TOA 


has issued a warning to the British 
that if the quota stands, Yank ex- 
hibs “can hardly be expected to 
look with enthusiasm upon the ef- 
forts of the British to obtain more 
playing time for their films in 
American theatres.” 

Declaration is viewed as one of 
the early gains from the Motion 
Picture Assn. of America’s move 
for closer liaison with U. S. ex- 
hibs. It may preiude the creation | 
of a solid front in Washington in 
efforts to obtain better overseas | 
treatment for American product. 

Yank exhibs are facing an at-| 

(Continued on page 18) 


No Hot H’ wood Desire 
For ‘Streetcar’; Agent — 


Sees a Deal Real Soon 


Film companies all declined to 
bid on “Streetcar Named Desire,” 
it has been learned, under terms 
for screen rights laid out in a let-. 
ter to them several weeks ago. 
Studios reportedly were unani- 
mous in feeling that it was inad- 
visable to encourage such a plan 





'for obtaining filming privileges as 


was laid out by author Tennessee 
Williams, producer Irene Selznick 
and agent Audrey Wood. 

In addition to balking at the 
formal bidding against each other 
that was proposed, most of the film 
companies objected to the leasing 
provision and figured the terms too 
high. Cost would have been at 
least $450,000. That means that 
by the time the screenplay is com- 
pleted and a cast and director 
hired that would be commensurate 
with such a valuable property, the 
film’s negative cost would be be- 

(Continued on page 16) 





Wyler Questing Another 
Broadway Play to Film 


Paramount director William 
Wyler arrives in New York from 
the Coast tomorrow (Thurs.) for a 
two-week stay. He will take in a 
flock of Broadway shows in the 
hope of being able to latch on to 
one for his next Paramount stint. 
Wyler, who came to Par with the 
company’s acquisition of Liberty 
Films, recently completed direc- 
torial chores on ‘The Heiress.” 

Film rights to “The Heiress” 
were bought by Par on Wyler’s. 
recommendation. 


iShares of prior preferred. 
| cating the extent of the retirement | 
| drive, 


film 


20TH, WB, M6, | 


PROFITS THE KEY 


Distribution’s comeback from 
the postwar shocker of costlier pix 


and dipping b.o. receipts is paying | 


off in further improvements on 
grosses and net over the 1948 to- 
tals. ‘Snowballing of the take now 
looks to carry 1949 into a near- 
banner position in the _ profits 
sweepstakes, in which only the 


| 1946 and °47 totals will be higher. 
| Big reason for the gains since the 
| beginning of. the year is the sharp | 


rally staged by distribution. 
Latest reports from 20th-Fox, 


|Warner Bros., Metro and Univer- | 


sal, all of which were disclosed 
this week or last, bear out 
climbing. 


started Upswing 


|registered by the majors is con- 
!vineing filmites that 


distribution 
is heading back into a fairer divi- 
sion of the profits. When the last 
figures for fiscal ’49 are in, the 
feeling is that distribution will no 
longer be regarded as the weak 
link in the production-distribution- 
exhibition chain. 

Industry students of sales figures 
are convinced that distrib’s come- 
back will give that wing a 35% 
cut in total profits of the majors 
for 1949. The sales doldrums hit 
the low point last year when the 
distribution slice in overall major 

(Continued on page 14) 





20th, U, Col Buying 


Up Own Pfd. Stock 


Twentieth-Fox is continuing an 
unpublicized drive to reduce its 
outstanding preferred stock by 
buying up shares on the New York 
stock exchange. Block of 2,300 


shares of cumulative convertible 


preferred was acquired in the past 
30 days and an additional 2,400 


20th expended $1,397,879 
during 1948 in picking up 6,085 
prier preferred and 23,400 con- 
vertible shares. 


Two other companies, Universal 


|and Columbia, are also aiming at 


ultimate retirement of all special 
stocks. U gathered up. another 310 
cumulative preferred shares in the 
past 30 days to bring its total held 
in the treasury to 1,900 shares. 
During the same stretch, Colum- 


bia bought up another 500 shares | 


of cumulative preferred to bring 


/its total to 900 shares. 








the | 
trend started when rentals on films | 
| first 


Indi- , 








DISTRIBS’ 1949 COMEBACK 


Nassers, Fabian-Gamble Still in UA 
Picture, But No Quick Deal Seen 





| The Better Mouse Trap? 

Bing Crosby’s face, which 
has sold practically every- 
thing, is now being used to 
peddle mouse traps. Home 
furnishings stores in New 
York are featuring posters on 
which the warbler is pictured 
with something called the 
“Trip Trap,” a complicated- 
looking 39c device guaranteed 
to be the better mouse trap. 

Crosby Foundation, in which 
the crooner is principal stock- 
holder, developed the junior- 
sized guillotine and owns the 
patents on it. It’s manufac- 
tured for Crosby by a Michi- 
gan concern. 


MPAA Preps Prob 
Of Tele-Pix Ties; 
Cheyhtz at Helm 


New collective interest of the 
motion picture industry in video | 
was disclosed this week with the | 
| naming by Eric Johnston of his 
|}aide, Edward L. Cheyfitz, to de- 
‘velop all possible dope on TV for 
the benefit of the Motion Picture | 
'Assn. of America’s 10 member com- 
| panies. This follows the MPAA 
| directorate’s action two weeks ago 
in setting up a special television 
| committee. 

Cheyfitz will continue as aide in 
charge of special projects for the 
|'MPAA prexy, but, it has been 
learned, will devote a considerable 
portion of his time to delving into 
the prospective relationship of 
films and TV. For this purpose | 

(Continued on page 16) 











‘Blumberg to Coast, Mebbe , 
Later to Europe on Biz 


Nate J. Blumberg, ° Universal’s 
president, pushes off for the Coast 
this week on routine huddles wit* 

' studio execs. Blumberg plans to 
remain in Hollywood two-to-three 
weeks before returning to New 
| York. He is being accompanied 
_ by his wife. 

On his return from the Coast, 
Blumberg may make a trip to 





National Box 


' Europe. | 


office Survey | 


Easter Week Booms Trade—Bing Crosby, ‘Women,’ 


‘Belvedere,’ ‘Tulsa,’ 


Easter week upbeat is booming 
theatre biz currently, with 
total take in some*24 keys covered 
by Variety likely to reach nearly 
$3,200,000. Brisk weather helped 
picture houses Easter Day but rain 
and snow cut in slightly in a few 
key cities. Launching of new prod- 
uct bolstered the totals. 

“Connecticut Yankee” 
pushing up into top position with 
trade uniformly smash to terrific. 
Picture hung up a new all-time 
high at N. Y. Music Hall, the $170,- 
000 total exceeding even the high- 
est done there over New Year’s. 
Very strong second is “Little 
Women” (M-G), with flock of play- 
dates building the overall total. 

“Mr. Belvedere Goes to College’ 
(20th) will finish third even though 
only in a few cities so far. It is 
socko to easily lead Philly and ter- 
rific at N. Y. Roxy where hang- 
ing up a new Easter weekend high. 
Fourth coin goes to “Tulsa” (EL), 
with good to big returns. 
Is Yours” (WB) is fifth best. 

“Ball Game” (M-G), up among 
top foursome for last three weeks, 
is finishing sixth. 

“The Set-Up” (RKO), boxoffice 


, champ for last two weeks, still Pages 8-9). 


(Par) is, 


“Dream | 


‘Dream’ Pace Field 


packs enough wallop to capture , 
, seventh place. “Ma and Pa Kettle” | 
(U) rounds out the list of Big Eight 
winners. 

Leading runner-up films are 
“Red Shoes” (EL), “El Paso” (Par), 
“Family Honeymoon” (U), “Knock 


.on Door” (Col) and ‘Mother Is 
-| Freshman” (20th). 
Of new entries, “Undercover 


Man” (Col) stands out, being fancy 


in L. A. and big in Seattle. ‘“Ad- 
venture in Baltimore” (RKO) 
shapes sock in Baltimore. ‘Quar- 


tet” (EL), playing small N. Y. 
house, still is smash in third week. 

“Paisan” (Indie) continues its 
strong biz this session, being un- 
usually good in Detroit, nice in 
L. A. “South of St. Louis” (WB) 
looks sock in Louisville. 


Two reissues, “Wizard of Oz” 
(M-G) and “Pride of Yankees” 
(RKO), hint unusual promise. 


Latter is okay in Boston and great 
ia Nh. ¥. 

“Red Pony” shapes great in 
|Toronto. “Fighting O’Flynn” (U) 
| looks good in Portland, Ore. “To 


| Sea in Ships” (20th) looms big in’ 


| Detroit. 


Hollywood, April 19. 

While prospects appeared very 
dim today (Tuesday) of the Nasser 
brothers obtaining the $1,000,000 
| they need to complete the purchase 
of United Artists before the option 
deadline Thursday (21) © neither 
they nor the Ted Gamble-Si Fabian 
syndicate will be out of the UA 
picture. Mary Pickford, it has 
been learned, is reconciled to re- 
linquishing her interest in the 
company, which means that nego- 
tiations may continue indefinitely. 

Failure of Fabian-Gamble to 
agree with the Nassers on combin- 
ing forces put a severe crimp in 
what looked last week like fairly 
bright prospects for conclusion of 
a deal before owner Charles Chap- 
lin’s option on the stock of partner 
Pickford expires Thursday. 

As things stand now, however, 
the Nassers will continue efforts to 
get the financing together to give 
Chaplin and Miss Pickford the $2,- 
700,000 each which they are de- 
manding to give up their total in- 
terest. In the meantime, Fabian 
and Gamble are continuing to 
hover in the background, waiting 
for the Nasser deal possibly to 
completely fall through or for an- 
other break to come in the nego- 
tiations so that they can move in 

(Continued on page 18) 


‘Simple’ Pic-Bally Date 
Becomes $750 Headache 
For Rodney Pantages 


Hollywood, April 19. 
It will probably be a long time 
before exhib Rodney Pantages un- 
dertakes another “simple” exploi- 
tation stunt for a film. 
Pantages decided to bally the 


current run of “Make Believe 
Ballroom” at the Pantages and 
Hillstreet theatres with a “spe- 
cialty night” last night (18). He 
lined up pic’s’ featured acts, 
Frankie Laine, Kay Starr, Toni 
Harper, Gene Krupa and disk 


jocks Al Jarvis, Don Otis and Dick 
Haynes for cuffo appearances, 
(Continued on page 16) 
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Coast Friars Benefit Raises $305,000 
In Sock Show for Pic Relief Fund 


By ARTHUR UNGAR 


Hollywood, April 19. 

The Friars, always the great 
bonifaces of the greasepaint fra- 
ternitvy, grossed around $305,000 
for the Motion Picture Relief Fund 
in a testimonial performance at 
the Shrine auditorium here Satur- 
day night (16). It was one of the 
biggest coin-garnering jobs ever 
accomplished at one performance. 

In a fast-moving, perfectly co- 
ordinated layout headed by Abbot 
George Jessel, there was more 
boxoffice dynamite present than 
one could see on the screen from 
the major companies in a season’s 
product. So it was no miracle that 
the 6,600-seat Shrine auditorium 
was able to be scaled from $2 to 
$100 a seat; and the ticket racks 
went clean, with around 1,100) 
seats disposed of at top scale. 

It was worth it. The _ four- 
hour show whammed ’em, hav- 
ing augmented talent and skits 
that were not included in the 
Friars Frolic held last October. 
The surefire numbers, presentation 
and talent which appeared in the 
initial show were again repeated, 
and they scored terrifically. They 
included the opening “Broadway 
and Hollywood,” Jack Benny and 
his hillbilly orch, Lou Holtz, Tony 
Martin, George Burns and Benny, 
with later satirizing Gracie Allen; 
Bob Hope and, of course, Jessel 
doing his now well-known Profes- 
sor Larbermacher. 


Jolson Missing 

Jolson tore down the rafters at 
the last Frolic, but he was missing 
Saturday, and was greatly missed. 
Illness kept him away. 

The new contingent, since the 
last show, who were on hand com- 
emt Gordon MacRae, Humphrey 

ogart, Alan Ladd, Dan Dailey, | 
Edgar Bergen, Frank Sinatra, 
Clayton, Jackson and Durante, 
Gene Kelly heading the contingent 
of stars in “This Is Our Night with 
Trixie,” song written specially for 
the occasion by L. Wolfe Gilbert 
and Joe Cooper, this replacing the 
satire on Kay Thompson and the 
Williams Brothers, from the last 
show. In the line backing up the 
dancing Kelly were Peter Lawford, 
Ray Milland, James Stewart, Wal- 
ter Pidgeon, Fred Mac Murray, 
Van Johnson, George Murphy and 
Robert Tavlor. 

‘Spring Again’ 

“It's Spring Again,” with a 
wooded backdrop and the hobos 
in the woods, was a “ballet,” a 
bangup number that revealed un- 
der the makeup such names as 
Vincent Price, Jack Oakie, Brian | 
Aherne, Rod Cameron, Dennis | 
O'Keefe, Cesar Romero, Leonid | 
Kinsky, George Murphy, Keenan 
Wynn, Eddie’ Bracken, Buster 
Keaton and Mickey Rooney. Then, | 
too, there was a switch on the| 
tunesmith ensemble from the last 
show which had pounding the keys 
and chanting the nation’s songs | 
such celebs as Rudolf Friml, Jack | 
Norworth, Jimmy McHugh, Frank 
Loesser, L. Wolfe Gilbert, Shelton 
Brooks, Johnny Green and Billy 
Shirley, with Jimmy Cagney doing 
the George M. Cohan finale of this 
number instead of Donald O’Con- 
nor, who was on the last show. And 
added, too, were Harpo Marx, with 
Spencer Tracy, who fitted into the 
groove intended for Clark Gable, 
as one of the emcees. 

Morris Stoloff conducted the 48- 
piece orch (‘services free, courtesy 
of Petrillo) in medley of nostalgia 

‘Continued on page 19) 


‘MOHAWK CARPET TO 








Norworth East to TV 
On 50th Show Biz Anni 


Hollywood, April 19. 
Jack Norworth easted with his 
wife to celebrate his 50th anni in 








' 1,000 feet ,the British censor has 
' now passed “The Snake Pit” (20th) 





show biz. On April 26 he’ll appear 
on Milton Berle’s Texaco show. | 
He'll get $600 for stint. 

Routine will include his usual | 
community sing on _ his “Ball | 
Game” and “Harvest Moon” tunes. 





358th WEEK ! 
3,660 Performances 
All-time long run record in the 
iegitimate theatre. 


KEN MURRAY’S 
“BLACKOUTS OF 1949” 

El Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 
And now in world-wide release 
“BILL AND COO” 

Ken Murray’s 
Academy Award Film 





De Liagre’s Pitch For 
Filming ‘Chaillot’ With 


Frozen Francs in France 


Alfred de Liagre, Jr., producer | 
of “Madwoman of Chaillot,” cur- | 


rent Broadway legit hit, has been $ 
talking to major film companies on, 
the prospect of using coin they) rasiia S 
have frozen in France for making, 3 
Metro Original 


a film version there of Mad-| 
Hollywood, April 19. 


woman.” Plan has created some 
interest and several companies are 
exploring the possibilities. 

Norman Krasna’s_ one-picture 

deal with Metro calls for $250,000 

as writer-producer-director on his 


De Liagre’s idea is to make! 
French and English versions simul- 

original. Film is a story of a re- 
turning vet and his dog: Cast is 


taneously. There’s a possibility of 
w being set. 


a tieup with Louis Jouvet, who 
Incidentally, his “Stars On My 


played the lead in the Paris edi- 
tion of the legiter, and is under- 

Shoulder,” projected play with 
music, is back in the works. See- 


stood to have film studio facilities 
| ond-act trouble, which interrupted 


available. French law requires a ° 

50°o domestic partner for foreign 
| the playwright’s collaboration with 
‘Irving Berlin, has been amelio- 


companies seeking to produce with 
| rated and the two are working on 


frozen coin. 
the script again. Walter Huston 
has been mentioned as the star. 


TV SPONSOR DOWNEY i secnchithea'ss he sar 


Morton Downey bows in as a, , . 
television regular May 2 on NBC-,| ments for two pictures to fill as 
TV as the Monday, Wednesday and| $000 as he wraps up the forth- 
Friday star on the new Mohawk| COMing Broadway musical, “Miss 
Carpet show. Roberta Quinlan, Liberty,” on which he’s now work- 
featured in many previous pro-| !®8 _with playwright Robert E. 
grams on that web, will take over, Sherwood. He's slated to do a 
the Tuesday and Thursday spot for 
the across-the-board presentation. 
Carpet firm, apparently unwill- ; 
ing to buck the Arthur Godfrey mount, which would re-team 
“Talent Scouts” show on CBS-TV,) 4Staire and Bing Crosby. 
has given up its option on the! 


a” ee ee, © tS ee Actor Slapped Deaf 
In ‘Oklahoma!’ Premiere 














niche Monday through Friday. | 

New program will replace the de- 

funct Henry Morgan show, which | Copenhagen, April 12. 
bowed off last Friday (15) after a noe : 

short. three-times weekly run. The Norrebro Teater in Copen- 
Morgan ostensibly gave up because agen looks to have the biggest 


of the pressure of his radio com- hit in its long history as an oper- |, 
“Oklahoma!,” | 


mitments but it is believed NBC etta theatre in 
dropped the show through disatis-' \nich just had its premiere here. 


faction with the way it panned out. | Show is something of o triungh 
, . hawk is George 
Agency fee Matewk % Cosrg for young actor Kai Wilton, who 


Nelson. makes his debut as a director with 





it. The leads are Denmark’s most | 


? popular theatre couple, Hans Kurt 
Jolson $ Tax Plea ,; and Else Marie, who are in fine 
Washington, April 19. | singing form. 

Al Jolson, in D. C. from New A serious accident happened 
York today (Tues.) for visit with his opening night. In the scene where 
stepmother, may iron out his young commedienne Grethe Tor- 
“Jolson Story” capital gains peti- dahl, who scored the evening’s big- 
tion with the Treasury Dept. With gest hit as Ado Annie, has to slap 
Jolson’s c.g. deal with Columbia Poul Bundgaard (playing Will 
on the pic’s sequel, “Jolson Sings Parker), in the face, she accidental- 
Again,” given advance approval, ly hit him on the ear, with the re- 
Treasury officials may compromise sult that the ear went completely 
the mammy singer’s claim. deaf the rest of the evening. Singer 

“Jolson Sings Again,” with Jol- has consulted an ear specialist and 
son once again soundtracking the it’s feared that Bundgaard, who is 
vocals for Larry Parks, was pre- a promising new operetta hero, will 
viewed on the Coast this past never regain his hearing in that 
weekend. ear. 








The theatre is sold out well in 



















Subscription 


To CP €£AO 9.86 CES 8 6 6.64 © 46-58 
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Street 
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Canada and Forei 


154 West 46th Street 


Enclosed find check for $........ 
Please Send VARIETY for One Year 


Regular Subscription Rates for One Year—$10.00 


advance and it is probable that the 


a/2e Norrebro, which usually closes for | 
the three summer months, will | 


Order Form 


continue right through into next 
| season. 


Eddie Cantor’s Siesta 


Hollywood, April 19. 
Eddie Cantor has cancelled both 





Print Name) his midwest vaude tour and _ his 
eect Cee es OR ere intended European trip, which was 
il to include a visit to Israel. Rea- 


son for switch in plans is that he’s 
decided on resting this summer in 
anticipation of his TV debut, 
which he’s doing for Pabst beer 
in conjunction with his regular ra- 
dio stint. 

Cantor has taken a house in Bal- 
boa, Cal., as a summer antithesis 


Es 0 «4 > Es 4484680 


gn—$1 Additional 


VARIETY Inc. to his usual wintering in Palm 


Springs, where he maintains an 
auxiliary home in addition to his 


New York 19, N. Y. 




















—-§ Beverly Hills residence. 





tending its opening in Brussels. 


Jessel Dickers Berle 


filmusical for Metro co-starring | 
Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers, | 
plus “White Christmas” for Para- | 


BRITISH SNIP ‘SNAKE’ BY 
1,000 FT.; FOR ADULTS 


London, April 12. 
After making cuts totalling about 


with an “A” certificate, which 
means it is available for exhibition 


to adults, and children only when} 


accompanied by adults. 
Anatole Litvak, producer-direc- 


D.AR. Gives Pix 
Clean Slate On 


Communist Rap 


Washington, April 19. 





tor of the picture, tcld VARIETY | 
that the censor had deleted all se-_ 
quences showing mental home in- 
mates with  straightjackets and 
lighter scenes which evoked audi- 
ence laughter. 

“The Snake Pit” has already | 
been shown in Stockholm and} 
Cairo without cuts and Litvak has 
just returned to London after at- 


| 





For Borscht Belt Pic 


With Milton Berle’s film  b.o. 
power expected to boom via his top 
television rating on NBC’s “‘Texaco 
Star Theatre,” George Jessel 
would star the comic in ‘Moon 
Over the Catskills,” one of his up- 
coming 20th - Fox productions. 
Jessel, in New York, Monday (18), 
received an honorary life mem-| 
bership card in National Variety 
Artists from Berle on the stage of 
the Roxy. He flew east to officiate 
at Treasury Secretary John W. 
Snyder’s dinner in Washington 
last night (Tues.). Jessel’s current 
production is songwriter Fred 
Fisher’s biog, “Oh You Beautiful 
Doll.” 

“Moon Over the Catskills,” 
authored by Albert Lewis (& Gor- 
don) and his son, Arthur, is a saga 
of the borscht belt summer circuit 
which was a takeoff point for 
numerous top show biz names to- 
day. Jessel plans to spot several | 
of the borscht-spawned performers | 
in the film. Berle’s previous Hol- | 
lywood’s ~ventures b.v. (before! 
video) had disappointing results. 
Incidentally, he was tied to the 
same studio, 20th-Fox. 





Jessel’s Texas Leaguer 
El Paso, April 19. 

George Jessel has joined the 

Hollywood rush into baseball with 

acquisition of a 25° interest in the 

El Paso club of the Texas League. 

He was given a 12!2% cut for noth- 

ing, after paying $12,500 for an- 
other 1212%. 


Gilda Gray Sues Col Over 
| ‘Gilda’ Pic for $1,000,000 


Denver, April 19. 

Gilda Gray (Maryanna Michal-. 
, Ski) claims that by reason of the’ 
film, “Gilda,” her privacy has been. 
invaded to the tune of $1,000,000, | 
according to two suits filed against | 
Columbia Pictures, one in the, 
U. S. district court here. The! 
other is filed under a New York 
law, each suit asking $250,000. 
actual and $250,000 exemplary 
damages. 
Miss Gray claims the film, made 
in 1946, was ‘‘cheap and tart and 
very unlike my life in that re-| 
spect.” However, she claims the 
name Gilda refers exclusively to 
her, and that the shimmy dance is. 
also exclusively associated with 
her. The suit enumerated her 





three marriages, and according to | biz, 
Miss Gray, “while I was married) 


to these men I was a good and 
faithful wife. The picture made 
Gilda a tart, free with her love, 
and a viper among men.” 

She is at present in retirement 
on a Colorado ranch. 


Ann Sheridan’s Indie 


Hollywood, April 19. 

Ann Sheridan is going into film 
production on her own, starting 
with “Second Lady,” a yarn about 
a femme politician. Job calls for 
a two-way stretch as producer and 
star. 

Actress is currently awaiting re- 
sumption of filming on “I Was a 
Male War Bride,” which has about 
five weeks to run at 20th-Fox. 





} 
| 





| KAYE OFF TO LONDON 
_ Danny Kaye and his press rep, 
Eddie Dukoff, flew from New York 
to London Sunday (17), where 
he’s booked for a six-week stand 
at the Palladium, opening Monday 
(25). 

Following that, the pair will tour 
Europe, playing theatres and niter- 
jies in several European countries. 


The D. A. R. motion picture 
committee, which has searched 
Hollywood films for any trace of 
communistie teaching or leaning, 
gives U. S. pictures a clean slate 
and says they are entirely free of 
the red taint. 

In the word it has received from 
its local sub-committees through- 
out the nation, comments the an- 
nual report of the D. A. R. coms 
mittee, “in not a single report was 
communism reported as having 
been noted in an picture.” 

The committee today (19) slapped 
at the double-feature and declared 
that multi-feature performances 
are on the wane around the coun- 
try. Plug for single feature 
shows, with plenty of good shorts, 
is included in the report which the 
committee made today to the an- 
nual national convention of the 
Daughters of the American Revo- 
lution, now in gession here. 

Report, submitted by Mrs. Leroy 
Montgomery, of Norwalk, Conn., 
chairman of the committee, also: 

1. Lauded films as teachers of 
the young, declaring that schools 
are learning that children learn 
much more rapidly from motion 
pictures than from textbooks. 

2. Praised the spread of the 
Saturday morning matinees for 
ehildren with their “travel picture 
or good western” as_ keeping 
youngsters away from adult type 
films. 

3. Doffed its hat to MPAA for 
its “fine cooperation” with the 
D. A. R. motion picture program. 


Wall St.’s Show Biz Bally 
To Woo New Investors 


Wall street, including both the 
N. Y. Stock Exchange and individ- 
ual brokerage houses, has decided 
finally that it must take drastic 
steps to bolster dwindling busi- 
ness. Streamlined, show business 
methods are being adopted in 
many instances. 

The more enterprising stock 
exchange firms also have taken to 
films in beating the bushes for 
new accounts. Search of the stix 
for new stockholders is being un- 
dertaken by the stock exchange 
via a $500,000 budget set aside for 
a public relations campaign, stress- 
ing the long-term advantage of 
owning American securities. 

While Wall street laid an egg 
back in 1929, 20 years later the 
Street has another turkey on its 
hands, as Forbes business mag re- 
cently pointed out, only this time 
it’s a switcheroo on what happened 
20 years ago. It no longer is a 
case of wailing about everybody 
invading the stock market; now 
the financial sector is out to get 
comparatively small-salaried wage- 
earners and amateur investors in- 
terested in stock buying. Stock 
exchange is said to feel that a 
whole new generation has grown 
up in the last 15-20 years, with no 
knowledge of stock exchange 
functions and its fundamental op- 
erations. 

Recent tests by different broker- 
age houses, in frying to land new 
showed that the 17-minute 
short, “Money at Work,” was the 
‘most effective instrument in stress- 
ing how coin should be invested in 
stocks. 


Morley Sought As 
. = 
Caesar in ‘Vadis 
Hollywood, April 19. 
Robert Morley, British legit and 
‘film star, will play Caesar in 
,Metro’s “Quo Vadis,” if present 
efforts of director John Huston 
and producer Arthur Hornblow, 
'Jr.. are successful. Morley leaves 
|“Edward, My Son” legiter on 
' Broadway this week, goes to Eu- 
rope for a pic, then is slated for 
“Edward” in Australia. 
| Gregory Peck and Elizabeth 
Taylor would be co-starred in 
| “Vadis.” 











_ Garfield at WB June 1 
Hollywood, April 19. 
| John Garfield, now siarring in 
“Big Knife” on Broadway, is due 
to report to Warner Bros. June 1 
to start his new contract. 

No film assignment yet. 
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PICTURES 





-DISTRIBS’ 1949 COMEBACK 





Initial conclave of the Anglo-* 
American Films Council, which | 
preems a three-day stand in W ash- | 
ington tomorrow (Thursday), is | 
peing viewed by U. S. industryites | 

of little, if any, significance. | 


ug” as 
7 Feeling is that the trend of events | 


in both this country and England/ 
have passed the sessions in im-| 
portance and nothing el 
can come out of them. 

Most important of the various | 
developments that have taken) 
place in the past few weeks is 
viewed as the effectiveness in| 
Washington of the combined on- 
slaught on Britain by the Califor- 
' nia delegation in Congress, the 
Motion Picture Assn. of America 
and the Society of Independent 
Motion Picture Producers. Result} 
has been the enlistment of the} 
Dept. of State actively on the | 
side of the U. S. industry for the 
first time since England started 


} 





most two years ago. 

It is figured that some well- 
expressed sentiments from Secre- 
tary of State Dean Acheson can 
force the British into a compro-| 
mise that the U. S. industry in| 
direct dealings with the Labor Zov-| 
ernment has been entirely unable} 
i to achieve. And, it is thought,! 
} Acheson is being forced into tak- | 
ing action—if he needs any forcing | 
—by the Congressional needling} 
(Congressman can always ask a lot | 
of embarrassing questions when 
appropriations bills come up) and 

(Continued on page 16) 


Eye 50 Drive-Ins For 
Mpls. This Year, As 
They Get Early Star 


Minneapolis, April 19. 

Avalanche of new drive-in proj- 
ects in this territory continues as 
completed outdoor theatres steal a 
march on season with earliest | 
openings ever. Although Minne- | 
apolis had two big snowstorms and 
low temperatures during past 
week, two of area’s eight drive-ins | 
that operated last year are open- | 
ing this week. They are the Rose 
and Bloomington, located in Twin 
City suburbs and owned by the, 
Minnesota Entertainment or 
prises. 

«.. .. . Two additional MEE drive-ins in | 
the Twin City area now are being | 
built. A number of other drive- | 
ins already constructed are also) 
slated to open this month an- | 
nouncement of new projects con- | 
tinue to pour in. Minnesota towns | 
as small as 3,000 population will 
have the drive-ins. There may be 
more than 50 of them in this area 
before the end of the summer as 
compared to eight in 1948. 

Home Theatres circuit, which 
operates seven regular theatres, 
announced it will build three drive- 
ins this summer. 

Local major distributors have let 
it be known they’ll demand much 
stiffer terms from the drive-ins, 

(Continued on page 19) 











Goldwyn Hospitalized | 
| 2 Weeks Following Op 


Samuel Goldwyn is expected to 
be hospitalized in New York for 
about two weeks as result of the 

operation he underwent Monday 
(18). Following his release, it is 
understood he’ll be forced to va- | 
cation for another couple weeks, at 
least, to fully recuperate. 

Slicing was performed at the | 
Harkness Pavilion of the Colum- | 
bia-Presbyterian Medical Centre. | 
Producer entered the institution | 
for what was to have been a four- 
or five-day checkup, during which 
time it was decided it would be 
advantageous to operate for a 
| Minor ailment from which he had 

en suffering. 
Goldwyn’s projected trip to De- 
troit this week to give a deposition 
in the Society of Independent Mo- 

tion Picture Producers’ suit 
against buying-booking combines 
as been postponed indefinitely. - 











its radical restrictive practices al-) = 


Yank Exhibs On 


Not Much Expected from Anglo-US. 
Parley; State Dept. Still Best Bet 





Davis Joins Parley 

John Davis, J. Arthur Rank’s 
chief lieutenant, arrived in 
the U. S. unexpectedly yester- 
day (Tuesday) to attend the 
Anglo-American Film Council 
sessions that get under way in 
Washington tomorrow (Thurs- 
day). He builds up to four 
the number of experts from 
England who will back the 
principals at the meetings. 

American participants will 
have in their corner Fayette W. 
Allport, British rep of the Mo- 
tion Picture Assn. of America; 
Sam Eckman, Jr., Metro’s 
English chieftain, and Robert 
S. Wolff, RKO’s London top- 
per. Allport and Eckman ar- 
rived during the past few 
weeks. Wolff has been in New 
York for some time. 








Record Resenting 
Brit. Quota Idea 


First concerted assault by tier | 


group of American exhibs against 
| the British quota system since that 
| restriction against Yank pix be- 


came effective was launched yes- 
by the Theatre 


terday (Tues.) 
Owners of America. On the eve 


of the Anglo-American Film coun- | 


cil meet in Washington, the TOA 


| has issued a warning to the British 


that if the quota stands, Yank ex- 


j;hibs “can hardly be expected to 
| look with enthusiasm upon the ef- 


forts of the British to obtain more 
playing time for their films in 
American theatres.” 

Declaration is viewed as one of 
the early gains from the Motion 


Picture Assn. of America’s move! 


for closer liaison with U. S. ex- 
hibs. It may preiude the creation 
of a solid front in Washington in 


efforts to obtain better overseas | 


treatment for American product. 
Yank exhibs are facing an at-| 
(Continued on page 18) 


No Hot H’wood Desire 
For ‘Streetcar’; Agent 
Sees a Deal Real Soon 


Film companies all declined to 
bid on “Streetcar Named Desire,” 
it has been learned, under terms 
for screen rights laid out in a let- 
ter to them several weeks ago. 
Studios reportedly were  unani- 
mous in feeling that it was inad- 
visable to encourage such a plan 
for obtaining filming privileges as 
was laid out by author Tennessee 
Williams, producer Irene Selznick 
and agent Audrey Wood. 

In addition to balking at the 
‘formal bidding against each other 
| that was proposed, most of the film 
companies objected to the leasing 
provision and figured the terms too 
high. Cost would have been at 
least $450,000. That means that 
by the time the screenplay is com- 
pleted and a cast and director | 
hired that would be commensurate 
with such a valuable property, the 
film's negative cost would be be- 

(Continued on page 16) 


Wyier Questing Another 


Broadway Play to Film 
Paramount’ director William 








Wyler arrives in New York from)“. 
the Coast tomorrow (Thurs.) _ a | 


two-week stay. He will 
flock of Broadway sho y 
hope of being able to 

one for his next Para 
Wyler, who came to 








Distribution’s cothéback from | 
| the postwar shocker of costlier pix | 
|and dipping b.o. receipts is paying | 
off in further improvements on 


| 
| grosses and net over the 1948 to- 


| tals. Snowballing of the take now 
|looks to carry 1949 into a near-| 
|banner position in the _ profits | 
|'sweepstakes, in which only the| 
| 1946 and ’47 totals will be higher. 
| Big reason for the gains since the 
| beginning of. the year is the sharp | 
rally staged by distribution. 
Latest reports from 20th-Fox, 
| Warner Bros., Metro and Univer- 
sal, all of which were disclosed 
this week or last, bear out the 
| trend started when rentals on films | 
first started climbing. Upswing 
|registered by the majors is con- 
|vineing filmites that distribution | 
iis heading back into a fairer divi- 
sion of the profits. When the last 
| figures for fiscal ’°49 are in, the 
|feeling is that distribution will no 
longer be regarded as the weak | 
link in the production-distribution- 
exhibition chain. | 


Industry students of sales figures 
are convinced that distrib’s come: | 
back will give that wing a 35% | 
cut in total profits of the majors 
for 1949. The sales doldrums hit | 
the low point last year when the 
_ distribution slice in overall major 

(Continued on page 14) 








20th, U; Col Buying 
Up Own Pid. Stock 


Twentieth-Fox is continuing an, 
unpublicized drive to reduce its 
outstanding preferred stock by 
buying up shares on the New York 
stock exchange. Block of 2,300 
shares of cumulative convertible 
preferred was acquired in the past 
30 days and an additional 2,400 
shares of prior preferred. Indi- | 
| cating the extent of the retirement | 
‘drive, 20th expended $1,397,879 
‘during 1948 in picking up 6,085 
prier preferred and 23,400 con- 
vertible shares. 


Two other companies, Universal 
| and Columbia, are also aiming at 
ultimate retirement of all special 
stocks. U gathered up. another 310 
cumulative preferred shares in the 
| past 30 days to bring its total held 
'in the treasury to 1,900 shares. 

During the same stretch, Colum- , 
bia bought up another 500 shares | 
of cumulative preferred to bring | 
'its total to 900 shares. 


PROFITS THE KEY 


'MPAA prexy, 


‘studio execs. 


| York. 
‘by his wife. 


20TH, WB. WB NEE. | Naser, Fabian-Gamble Stil in UA ° 
Picture, But No Quick Deal Seen 


Hollywood, April 19. 





The Better Mouse Trap? | 


Bing Crosby’s face, which 
has sold. practically every- 
thing, is now being used to 
peddle mouse traps. Home 


furnishings stores in New 
York are featuring posters on 
which the warbler is pictured 
with something called the 
“Trip Trap,” a complicated- 
looking 39c device guaranteed 
to be the better mouse trap. 


Crosby Foundation, in which 
the crooner is principal stock- 
holder, developed the junior- 
sized guillotine and owns the 
patents on it. It’s manufac- 
tured for Crosby by a Michi- 
gan concern. 








MPAA Preps Probe 
Of Tele-Pix Ties: 
Cheyhtz at Helm 


New collective interest of the 


|motion picture industry in video | 
was disclosed this week with the- 
| naming by 
|aide, Edward L. Cheyfitz, 
‘velop all possible dope on TV for | 
‘the benefit of the Motion Picture | 


Eric Johnston of his 
to de- 


'Assn. of America’s 10 member com- 
panies. This follows the MPAA 
directorate’s action two weeks ago 
in setting up a special television 
| committee. 

Cheyfitz will continue as aide in 
charge of special projects for the 
but, it has been 
learned, will devote a considerable 
portion of his time to delving into 
the prospective relationship of 
films and TV. For this purpose 

(Continued on page 16) 





‘Blumberg to Coast, Mebbe Haynes 


Later to Europe on Biz 


Nate J. Blumberg, ° Universal's | 


president, pushes off for the Coast 
this week on routine huddles wit 
Blumberg plans to 
romain in Hollywood two-to-three 
weeks before returning to New 
He is being accompanied 


On his return from the Coast, 
Blumberg may make a trip to 
Europe. 





National Boxoffice Survey 
Easter Week Booms Trade—Bing Crosby, ‘Women,’ 


‘Belvedere,’ ‘Tulsa, 


Easter week upbeat is booming 
film theatre biz currently, with 
total take in some*24 keys covered 
by Variety likely to reach nearly | 
$3,200,000. Brisk weather helped | 
picture houses Easter Day but rain 
and snow cut in slightly in a few 
key cities. Launching of new prod- | 
uct bolstered the totals. | 


“Connecticut Yankee” (Par) is | 
pushing up into top position with 
trade uniformly smash to terrific. 

| Picture oe up a new all-time 
high at N. ¥. Music Hall, the $170,- 
000 total exceeding even the high- 
est done there over New Year’s. 
Very st - second is “Little 
Women” (M- ag sine of play- 
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’ ‘Dream’ Pace Field 


| 


| 
| 


packs enough wallop to capture , 


seventh place. “Ma and Pa Kettle” 
(U) rounds out the list of Big Eight 
winners. 


Leading runner-up films are 
“Red Shoes” (EL), “El Paso” (Par), 
“Family Honeymoon” (U), “Knock 
,on Door” (Col) and “Mother Is 
Freshman” (20th). 

Of new entries, “Undercover 


Man” (Col) stands out, being fancy 


in L. A. and big in Seattle. “Ad- 
venture in Baltimore” (RKO) 
shapes sock in Baltimore. ‘“Quar- 


tet” (EL), playing small N. Y. 
house, still is smash in third week. 

“Paisan” (Indie) continues its 
strong biz this session, being un- 
usually good in Detroit, nice in 


de’ 1L. A. “South of St. Louis” (WB) 
1 | looks sock in Louisville. 


Two reissues, “Wizard of Oz” 
and “Pride of Yankees” 
hint unusual promise. 


aed Boston and great 


* shape Renee in 
in: ynn” (U) 

‘Port and, Ore. 
th) looms big in | 









“To 


ice Reports on 


While prospects appeared very 
dim today (Tuesday) of the Nasser 
brothers obtaining the $1,000,000 
they need to complete the purchase 
of United Artists before the option 
deadline Thursday (21) . neither 
they nor the Ted Gamble-Si Fabian 
syndicate will be out of the UA 
picture. Mary Pickford, it has 
been learned, is reconciled to re- 
linquishing her interest in the 
'company, which means that nego- 
tiations may continue indefinitely. 

Failure of Fabian-Gamble_ to 
agree with the Nassers on combin- 
ing forces put a severe crimp in 
what looked last week like fairly 
bright prospects for conclusion of 
a deal before owner Charles Chap- 
lin’s option on the stock of partner 
Pickford expires Thursday. 

As things stand now, however, 
the Nassers will continue efforts to 
get the financing together to give 
Chaplin and Miss Pickford the $2,- 
700,000 each which they are de- 
manding to give up their total in- 
terest. In the meantime, Fabian 
and Gamble are continuing to 
hover in the background, waiting 
for the Nasser deal possibly to 
completely fall through or for an- 
other break to come in the nego- 
tiations so that they can move in 

(Continued on page 18) 


‘Simple’ Pic-Bally Date 
Becomes $750 Headache 
For Rodney Pantages 


Hollywood, April 19. 

It will probably be a long time 
before exhib Rodney Pantages un- 
dertakes another “simple” exploi- 
tation stunt for a film. 

Pantages decided to bally the 
current run of “Make Believe 
Ballroom” at the Pantages and 


Hillstreet theatres with a “spe- 
cialty night” last night (18). He 
lined up pic’s’ featured acts, 
| Frankie Laine, Kay Starr, Toni 
Harper, Gene Krupa and disk 


| jocks Al Jarvis, Don Otis and Dick 
for cuffo appearances. 
(Continued on page 16) 
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Spyros Skouras Challenges Harmon's 
Experience for Exhib Liaison Role 





Eric Johnston’s plans for im-* 
proving the relationship between 
distributors and exhibitors suffered 
a jolt last week when 20th-Fox | 
prexy Spyros Skouras questicned | 
the qualifications of Francis S. 
Harmon to lead the campaign. Har- 
mon, v.p. of the Motion Picture 
Assn. of America, had been nomi- 
nated by Johnston for the exhib- 
itor relations post. 

Skouras raised the point of Har- 
mon’s qualifications when John- 
ston brought up his name at a 
meeting of the MPAA board in 
New York last Thursday (14). As 
soon as Skouras had finished, Par- 
amount prexy Barney Balaban rose 
to the defense of the MPAA exec. 

Harmon was present at the ses-| 
sion. As soon as Skouras got up 
to speak and the tenor of his re- 
marks became evident, Harmon 
made a move to leave the room, 
apparently to give freer rein to 
the discussion. Skouras immediate- 
ly waved him back into his seat, | 
declaring that there was nothing 
personal in his remarks and he 
had no desire to make them be- 
hind Harmon’s back. 


M-G’s ‘Friendship’ Meets 

In the midst of the industry- 
wide controversy aroused by 
20th-Fox’s drive for upped 
rentals, Metro sales veepee 
William F. Rodgers this week 
moved to sew up closer rela- 
tionships with exhibitors by 
holding the first in a series of 
so-called “friendship meet- 
ings” with exhibs in non-ex- 
change cities. Meets, in addi- 
tion to giving Metro the 
chance to screen two new pic- 
tures for these exhibs, also 
gives the M-G branch man- 
agers a chance to huddle with 
them. 

Pictures are “Secret Garden” 
and “Stratton Story,” one of 
which is screened in the morn- 
ing, with the second follow- 
ing after lunch. First such 
meet was held Monday (18) in 
eight non-exchange cities. In 
all, there are to be 64 individ- 
ual meets, exclusive of the 
regular trade screenings in the 
company’s 32 branch offices. 





Skouras’ beef was that Harmon 





has had no experience with ex- 
hibitors or i anything that would 
qualify him as the man to head up 
the program for improving rela- 
tions with theatremen. Harmo 
with the MPAA since about 193 
prior to that time was general 
secretary of the international com- | 
mittee of the YMCAs of U. S. and| 
Canada. 

The differences as to Harmon’s 
qualifications are believed to have | 
provided only a temporary setback | 
to Johnston’s plan for broadening | 
the MPAA activities to take in 
exhibitor relations and_ possibly 
adding an exhibitor division. It 


n, 
6, | 





now appears uncertain, however, 
that Harmon will lead the cam- 
paign. 





UA’S 30TH ANNI KEYED 
TO INT'L SALES DRIVE 


United Artists marked its 30th 
anni Sunday (17) by preeming its 
first international sales drive. Cam- 
paign, which will run until March 
31, 1950, is dedicated to Arthur W. 
Keily, company’s exec veepee, who 
is in charge of foreign selling. 

Participants in the drive include 
UA’s 22 territorial offices and 10 
licensee agencies. Campaign was 
announced last week with the mail- | 
ing to exchanges and distribs of a) 
special 10-page color issue of the | 
foreign house organ, “Around the 
World.” 


Sol Lesser’s Son in 0.0. 
Of Mono-AA Exchanges 


Julian Lesser, partnered with 
Frank Melford in production of a 
series of low-budgeters for Mono- | 
gram-Allied Artists, is in New 
York this week at the midpoint of 
a tour of all the distributing out-_ 
fit’s exchanges. Son of producer 
Sol Lesser is making the six-week | 
excursion to get a full picture of | 
Mono’s distribution organization, | 
visiting with everyone from clerks 
and bookers to branch and division 
managers. 

Lesser and Melford, whose 
Windsor unit turned out ‘Michael 
O'Halloran” as its first last sum- 
mir, now has ready “Massacre 
River,” which is going out under 
the Allied Artists label. “O’Hal- 
loran” was the initialer of a series 
of four Gene Stratton - Porter 
yarns which Windsor owns. Others 
coming up are “Harvester,” ‘‘Lad- 
die” and “Freckles.” 

Lesser arrived in New York 
Sunday (17) and pulls out over 
next weekend to continue his ex- 
change tour. 


‘ . bJ 7 
Commie’ Stalls Again 
Hollywood, April 19. 
RKO’s oft postponed “I Married 
a Communist” has stalled again. 
Slated roll Monday (18), it was de- 
Javed until later this week and pos- 
sibly much later than that. The 
production department hasn't been 
= when actual takeoff will 
e. 
Where scripting previously was 
blamed for the delay, the studio 








mow lists casting as reason for 
lenge sry Cast is headed by 
obert Ryan, Laraine Day and 


Themas Gomez. 


TOA CUPIDS FOR 
FRATERNALISM 
IN PIC BIZ 


Reshaping of Theatre Owners of 
America’s public relations cam- 
paign to throw this year’s stress on 
improved intra-industry relations 
is currently in the works. Con- 
vinced that exhib-distrib ties are 
considerably more frazzled than 
they were 12 months ago. while 
the public’s outlook towards Hol- 
lywood has bettered, TOA will 
take up the question of staging a 
new drive channelled to the in- 
dustry itself at its next executive 
meeting. 

One of the ideas now being 
weighed is the naming of a full- 
time liaison in Hollywood to rep- 
resent exhibs at the production 
end. Invitation of the Motion 
Picture Assn. of America for 
closer cooperation with that org 
and its newly-enlarged exhibitor 
relations division under the super- 
vision of MPAA veepee Francis S. 
Harmon will also be mulled at the 


| forthcoming exec huddle. 


It is no secret that many TOAers 
attribute a good portion of the 
blame for “deteriorating” exhib- 


distrib ties to what is claimed to 


be a lack of cooperation on the 
part of the MPAA. Harmon, him- 


‘announce, we 


Industry Shorts Boosted 


Washington, April 19. 

Allied States Assn. of Exhibitors 
is urging its theatre members to 
book and screen the entire set! 
of industry public relations shorts. | 
Allied bulletin during the past’ 
week reviewed the history of the 
shorts and Allied’s part in spon- 
soring them. | 

It called the shorts a “construc- 
tive enterprise.” : | 


New Name-Calling 
In 2(th's Drive 


New name-calling session, inad- | 
vertently touched off by Metro 
sales veepee William F. Rodgers, | 
highlighted the latest 20th-Fox | 
move last week in its drive for in- 
creased film rentals. Also figuring | 
prominently in the fireworks was 
National Allied’s general counsel, 
Abram F. Myers, who sparked the 
20th eruption by refusing publicly 
to identify Rodgers as “the sales | 
manager of another major distrib- | 
utor,’ who had sent him a letter | 
repudiating 20th veepee Al Licht- | 
man as a spokesman for his com- | 
pany. 

Rodgers‘ letter resulted from an 
earlier statement by Myers to the 
effect that “this (20th-Fox) cam- 
paign is being conducted not | 
merely in the interest of Fox but 
in behalf of all film companies.” 
In reply, Rodgers declared: “You | 
know that Lichtman is no longer 
associated with us. His new asso- | 
ciation is with 20th-Fox. He does 
not speak for us. Be assured, if | 
and when we have any policy to 
will announce it 
’ In announcing 





directly ourselves.’ 
receipt of the Rodgers 
Myers refused to identify the 
Metro veepee as its writer. 
Twentieth, as a result, came back 
sharply with the declaration that 
Lichtman “at no time undertook 
to speak for the industry” put 
“only speaks for his own company.” 
Without referring to Rodgers by 
name or intimating it knew he had 
sent the letter to Myers, 20th de- 
clared nonetheless that “if any- 
body in this industry does not be- 
lieve that the source of supply is 
seriously threatened because it is 
impossible for producers to con- 
tinue making quality product with- 
out a fair return, let the company 


which wrote the secret letter come | 


out into the open.” 

Turning its ire agatnst Myers, 
20th averred that it is time he 
“stopped resorting to smoke- 
screens, wisecracks and innuendos 
because the issue is very serious 
and clear and should be faced with 
business statesmanship and rot 
wily evasions.” The company of- 
ficially dared Rodgers to “come 
out in the open,” adding: ‘‘All that 
20th-Fox wants is a fair share for 
its product. It wants what the pic- 


tures are worth—no more, no less.” | 





self, has been taxed with these | 


gripes at a series of meets which 


he has held within the past few 
MPAA | 


weeks with TOA officials. 
veepee has promised to smooth 
out the gripes. 
On this score, MPAA has been 
charged with failing to take any 
(Continued on page 18) 


COL. WINS REVERSAL 
ON $67,000 JUDGMENT 


A $67,000 judgment previously 
won by Hollywood Plays, Inc., 
against Columbia Pictures was re- 
versed last Week by the New York 
Court of Appeals. Case involves a 
1943 alleged breach of contract by 
the studio. Complaint charged Col 
with failing to go through with an 
agreement to buy the film rights 
to the play, “Good Night, Ladies.” 

In contesting the suit, Columbia 
argued that when it examined the 
deal the legal title to the property 
turned out to be defective. Rather 
than let itself in for possible in- 
fringement actions, the film com- 
pany decided to withdraw its pur- 
chase. Co-plaintiffs are Hopwood 
Plays and Myra Wood. Action 
originally sought $150,000. 

Owning 50°o of “Ladies,” Holly- 
wood claims it purchased the 
other 50° in bankruptcy proceed- 
ings on the Al Woods estate. Co- 
lumbia maintains the plaintiff ae- 
quired only a 25% share and the 
high court sustained its conten- 
tion. Based upon a play written 
by Avery Hopwood, “Ladies” ran 
two vears in Chicago, but never 
reached Broadway. Schwartz & 





i Frohlich repped Col. 
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Skouras’ Statement 


Linked to Sales Pitch 


Optimistic observation that “the | 


worst in Hollywood is over” and 


blue skies loom ahead for the film) 


industry, voiced by 20th-Fox prez 


Spyros P. Skouras, was greeted in| 


the trade this week as background- 
ing the claims of Skouras and 
other 20th execs that the major 
studios have done practically all 
possible in cutting down produc- 
tion costs and getting the business 
back on a sounder postwar basis. 
Thus the 20th prexy’s statement, 
coupled with the company’s re- 
cently-published breakdown of its 
profits, was viewed as further am- 
munition for 20th in its current 
campaign to boost film rentals. 
Twentieth homeoffice spokes- 


men, in fact, denied any conflict | 


between Skouras’ optimism on the 


one hand and the apparent pessi- | 
the company is 


mism on which 
basing its rentals drive. They 
pointed again to their profits state- 
ment, showing a net from domestic 
rentals of only $3,000,000 out of 
an $84,000,000 total gross in 1948, 
reiterating their argument that one 


or two more flop pictures during | 


the year would have given them a 
balance sheet loss. Company's an- 
nual report, released last week, 


shows a dip in rentals from the | 


U. S. and Canada in 1948 of $1.- 
669,000. 


Underlining his contention that | 


the major studios have completed 
their “retooling” job, Skouras re- 
ported upon his return to the 
homeoffice last week from a 10- 
day Hollywood survey. 


letter, | 


———> 


Costs Doubled 1939-47 


: Washington, April 19. 
High cost of making motion pictures finds ample support in a 


survey issued last week by the Census Bureau. 


This shows that 


between 1939 and 1947 the price of making pictures more than 


doubled. 
exhibition costs. 
The cost of “work done” in 1947 


The Federal survey does not include distribution* and 


was $460,100,000, compared with 


$215,700,000 in 1939, according to the Census Bureau. Theatrical 


films cost $352,500,000 in 1947. 


Non-theatrical production was 


$17,500,000, receipts for use of studio facilities and laboratory work 
totaled $80,000,000, and other work done came to $10,000,000. 
Average employment in the industry in 1947 was 34,799, a 


small decline from the 35,345 employees working in 1939. 


ever, wages and salaries jumped 
1939 to $293,000,C00 in 1947. 


How- 
by 106%, from $142,500,000 in 


Other expenses of production were 


$167,100,000 in 1947, compared with $73,200,000 in 1939. 
The industry made 348 black and white features in 1947, at a cost 


of $165,43,000. In 1939 it turned 
at a cost of $117,830,000. 


out 493 black and white features 








Majors Renewal of 


MPEAin Reich 


Represents Metro, Par Compromise 


. 





Fox’s ‘Miracle’ Shots 

Fox Movietone obtained pic- 
tures for the first time of any 
“miracle” when it photo- 
graphed the “weeping” of the 
St. Anne plaster head at 
Syracuse, N. Y. This story, 
done by Jess Kizis, camera- 
man for 25 years with Movie- 
tone, is in the new issue due 
in theatres today (Wed.). Kizis 
told the newsreel homeoffice 
in N. Y. that he “actually saw” 
the weeping, and it shows up 
distinctly in the newsreel item 
that runs about one minute on 
the screen. 

This is the St. Anne plaster 
head which was kissed by 
Shirley Anne Martin, who re- 
trieved the head of the statue 
after it fell and broke about 
two weeks ago. 


DEARTH OF PIX 
FORCES EL 


LAYOFFS 


Confronted by a product short- 
age which the company must ride 
out within the next couple of 
months, Eagle Lion’s management 
is slashing its sales and ad-pub 
|personnel up to 40%. The cuts, 
| effective in the main at the end of 
last week, have taken the form of 
layoffs rather than outright pink- 
slipping of staffers. Company | 
hopes to be able to call back a. 
| good number of the employees be- 
| fore they drift into other jobs. 

While EL has been consistently 
_Tacking up better than breakeven 
| revenues for a number of months | 
'now, company is beginning to ex- | 
perience difficulties because of | 
longdrawn negotiations for bank- | 
rolling of 1949 production sched- 
ules. Loan for $2,400,000 was | 
closed several weeks ago, covering | 
first four films slated for Coast | 
shooting. However, the EL lot was | 
shuttered for many months while | 
the trading went on and the com- | 

(Continued on page 18) 














N. Y. to Europe 
Antonio Brosa 
Ted Cott 
Basil Dean 
Marquis George de Cuevas 
Eddie Dukoff 
Ben Goetz 
Henry Henigson 
Arthur Hornblow,. Jr. 
Danny Kaye 
Clare Tree Major 
Charles Payne 
George Rosen 
Dr. Frank Stanton 
Jean Wallace 


Europe to N. Y. 
Richard Addinsell 
Neal Arden 
Filippo del Giudice 
Eleanor Holm 
Alexander Korda 
| Richard Llewellyn 





Agreement reached last week by 


:\members of the Motion Picture Ex- 


port Assn. for temporary con- 
tinuance of joint operation in 
Germany represents a considerable 
compromise. Arguments which 
have been holding up a decision 
varied from Metro’s demand to 
start independent selling at once 
to Paramount’s desire to pull out 
of the Reich altogether unless the 
U. S. government guaranteed $50.- 
000 return per picture. 

MPEA board met Thursday (14) 
and arrived at a compromise after 
a strong plea by Arthur L. Mayer 
against abandoning the cooperative 
organization in Germany at this 
time. Mayer, former U. S. exhibi- 
tion and distribution exec, is now 
head of the films division of the 
American Military Government in 
Germany. 

He said the market wasn’t ready 
yet for a return to competitive 
practices. He foresaw such com- 
petition leading to each distrib’s 
bringing in perhaps 20 pictures a 
year to make the operation profit- 
able, with the result that the Ger- 
man market would be _ flooded. 
That inevitably, he warned the 
company prexies, would lead to 
quotas and other restrictions. 

Agreement arrived at provides 
that the MPEA will continue as is 
for the remainder of this year. 
During 1950 it will operate merely 
as a service organization, with each 
company doing its own selling. 
There would be no further pool- 
ing of income as is now done. 


(Continued on page 16) 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Edgar Bergen 

Roy Bradley 
Geraldine Brooks 
Cyd Charisse 
Yorke Coplen 
Scott R. Dunlap 
Byron Haskin 

Paul Kelly 

Jock Lawrence 
Rae Lynn 
Anthony Mann 
Armina Marshall 
Pete Martin 

Tony Martin 
Edmund L. Munson 
Perce Pearce 

J. Arthur Rank 
Paul Schreibman 
S. Sylvan Simon 
Charles P. Skouras 
George Skouras 
Spyros Skouras, Jr. 
Barbara Stanwyck 
Robert Taylor 
Benny Thau 
Claire Trevor 
William Wyler 
Sam Zimbalist 


N. Y. to L. A. 


$. N. Behrman 
A. Pam Blumenthal 
George Cukor 
Nina Dill 

Sol Hurok 
Walter Huston 
George Jessel 
Jack Lloyd 
Jack Mills 
Martha Raye 
Harry Ruby 
Leo Samuels 
Mack Stark 








William Moffat 

Anna Neagle 
Margaret Auld Nelson 
Margaret O’Brien 
Eleanor Powell 

Ben Rose 

Billy Rose 

Vincent Sherman 
Howard Thomas 
Herbert Wilcox 
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STILL HERE 


Henry Morgan 
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~ ‘Not’ Pix—Selling Them on Phoney 


Content—Getting Admen's Scrutiny 


possible? 


Casting about for 
reasons for some of the dissatisfac- | 
tion that filmgoers and critics are | 
expressing about Hollywocd’s out- 
put, publicity-advertising execs of 
major companies are doing a bit of | 
soul-searching currently on what | 
insiders label “not” pictures. These | 


are films which are advertited for | 


what is not in them, rather than 
what is. ; 

Reason for the inverse ad cam- 
paigns is obvious; the pix are on 


subject matter which it 


it advertised. A number of film 
critics on the dailies have been in- 


veighing against this practice, and | 
pub-ad toppers know that a fairish | 
number of ordinary filmgoers are | 
Squawk | 
is a form of dishon- | 


also vociferous about it. 
is that it 
esty that has gotten potential pa- 
trons annoyed to the point where 
they don’t believe any film adver- 
tising and are staying away from 
theatres. 


Pub-ad and sales execs maintain 
dislike these campaigns as | 


they 
much as the public does and throw 
part of the blame on the studios. 
“Why do they keep making pic- 
tures they know wil! be a problem 
to sell?’’, they ask. “We have no 
choice but to make the product 
look as attractive as possible.” 
Has Its Affirmative Values, Too 
On the other hand, they justify 
the campaigns as frequently really 
a good turn as far as the public is 
concerned. Were the ads wholly 
truthful, there’s many a picture, 
they say, that would never get an 
initial audience. Yet the people 
who are attracted by a_ phoney 
campaign frequently find they like 
a film that they wouldn’t have 
come to see had it been advertised 
honestly. As it is, they go out talk- 
ing about it, build up word-of- 
mouth, and in a short time a large 


(Continued on page 18) 


PAR CHALLENGES F&M 





APPEAL IN L.A. SUIT 


Seeking to forestall a possible 
delay in completion of the Para- 
mount consent decree and plan of 
reorganization, Par has challenged 
the appeal of Partmar Corp. from 
the denial of its intervention mo- 
tion. Company is asking a dis-| 


missal of the appeal to the U. S. | 


upreme Court on the contention- 
that it fails to state any substan- 
tial questions requiring the high | 
court’s action. 

During hearings before the, 
three-judge New York federal | 
court, Partmar had asked for an) 
injunction against the decree un- 
til the company could intervene in 
the suit and present its arguments. 
Partmar, as operator of the Los 
Angeles Paramount theatre, has 
been feuding with the major over 
an attempt to oust it from the | 
showcase. Partmar is a subsid of | 
Fanchon & Marco. 

Paramount wants to head off the | 
intervention since it is aimed at 
dumping the decree. Should the 
Supreme Court reverse the nix on 


intervention, further hearings on. 


the decree might result. Such an 
eventuality would again throw the 


Paramount settlement into uncer-— 


tainty, 


Col. Says No To $200,000 
Suit on ‘Wouldn’t Say Yes’ 


Columbia Pictures is being sued | 
in N. Y. supreme court for $200,- 
000 by Jay Bennett who claimed 
that Columbia’s version of “She 
Wouldn’t Say Yes” was a piracy 
of his unpublished story “Great 
Gazee” written prior to 1942. Ben- 
nett charged that his yarn made 
the rounds of studios and Colum- 
bia had access to it. 





Suit was revealed when Ben- | 


nett’s attorneys moved to vacate 
Columbia's demand for a bill of 
Particulars. Picture firm entered 
a general denial of the charges and 
moved for dismissal on the ground 
that suit was barred by the statute 
of limitations. 





is felt | 
would not attract the public were | 


Cartoon’s Pix Poll 


Unofficial balloting on the 
| film best representing the 
American way of life, con- 


ducted among readers of Mil- 
ton Caniff’s syndicated King 


Features comic strip, “Steve 
Canyon,” has given the nod to 
Samuel Goldwyn’s “Best Years 
of Our Lives.” Runner-ups 
| were “State Fair,” “An Amer- 
ican Romance” and “The Hu- 
man Comedy.” “Birth of a 
| Nation,’ which has been criti- 
cized recently for anti-Negro 


bias, was voted into fifth place. 

Despite widespread interest 
in the contest, Caniff won’t 
make any announcement of 
the winner in the strip to 
avoid any hint of commerciali- 
zation. The public poll came 
as a result of a situation in 
which one of the strip char- 
acters had to find a U. S. pic 
to explain to a foreign girl 
what America was like. 








Mono-Allied Keys 
1949 Productions 
To 3506 Neg Cost 


Drastic realignment by Mono- 
gram of Allied Artists’ production | 
ceiling to a $350,000 negative cost | 
is beginning to show results. With | 





- FOX-MIDWEST’S DEFI TO BIDDING 





AHODEN CHAIN 
10 Teal EDICT 


. Louis, April 19. 


a theatre chain, 
sid of National Theatres, has sud- 


| denly challenged the bidding sys- 


tem under which major distribs 
are selling their product in St. 
Louis and Kansas City. The en- 


suing battle may spread to the 
point where the big chains, peeved 


| in many cases because of the loss 
| of big pix to smaller houses, put 


| Rhoden, 


the entire bid system of booking 
product to the test. 

Under orders from Elmer C. 
Fox-Midwest chief, the 


| circuit is refusing to bid for prod- 


| uct against other theatres. 


Para- 


| mount exchange manager here, for 
| instance, has been fold that the 


| for 


company will not make an offer on 
“El Paso,” currently being slotted 
theatres in the St. Louis and 
KC territories. 

Understood that one of the de- 
mands being made on distribs by 
the Fox chain is the right to be 


| advised by them as to the amount 
of a winning bid by a competitor 


when the latter wins a film away 
from the circuit. Recently, Fox- 
Midwest had lost a number of pix | 


| to competitors on bids which the 
| chain believes were so hiked that 
| the exhib could not possibly gain 





the amortization of AA’s costly | 


'product almost completely 


ab-.| 


sorbed, Monogram is expected to | 


emerge in the black again within 
| the next couple of months. Com- 
| pany has been operating in the red 
| for the past two years, although it 
| has intermittently worked its way 
|into the profitable side of the 
| ledger. 

Monogram is playing along with 
_ the idea of retaining Allied as a 
| subsid for its more expensive prod- 
| uct. However, strategy has now 


| week basis, 


been fixed to make only one or two. 


| pix even at the reduced $350,000 | 
' ceiling while turning out most Al-| 
| lied films at a cost of $300,000 or | 
thereabouts. 

The two-year spell, mainly in the 
'red, has cut into the company’s 


| capital structure, which was excel- | 


lent at the outset of 1947. As a) 
ry Monogram is swinging back | 
to an almost exclusive diet of west- | 
erns and action pix. 


Originally, | 


‘the oaters cost $15,000-$20,000 per | 


pic, but rising expenses have 

'brought the figure to $100,000. 
Management is planning a drive to 
reduce the average outlay to 
$75,000. 

The $500,000-$550,000 bracketed 
pix which Allied turned out have 
proven unprofitable. Monogram 
found the type of film was not par- 

(Continued on page 18) 


‘WB SPEEDS SHOOTING 








Hollywood, April 19. 
Four films are shooting this 
| week at Warners, the largest num- 
| ber since the slowdown last Nov. 
| 15. Latest entries are “Barri- 
'cade,” directed by Peter Godfrey, 
‘and “Return of the Frontiersman,” 
| with Richard Bare as director. 
Others facing the cameras are 
“Always Sweethearts,” 
the career of Seabiscuit, and “The 
| Octopus and Miss Smith,” co-star- 
ring Jane Wyman and Dennis | 


Morgan. 


Paul Christian’s Debut 


Hollywood, April 19. 

Paul. Christian, imported from 
Switzerland by Universal, makes 
his delayed Hollywood bow as co- 
star with Yvonne de Carlo in “Bag- 
dad.” 

Actor was originally assigned to 
“Sword in the Desert,” but was 





j hospitalized with an eye infection. , Pearson. 


| value of all 


_tions in prices scored during ’48, 
| the shifts this year have been. 


WITH 4 PIX ROLLING 


based on | 


| Pearson's 


| a profit from the deal. 


Distribs, on their part, it is re- 
ported, have refused to disclose | 
the terms on which pix are sold.,' 

is claimed by them that such 
[* & is equivalent to throwing 
|open their books and revealing | 
company secrets. Crackdown on 
bidding followed immediately up- | 
| on the refusals. 

It is believed that an all-out 
battle has been brewing for some 
time and that Fox-Midwest’s ac- 
tion may bring it into the open. 
For many months now, circuit op- 
erators have been concerned with 
forays on product which is gener- 
ally theirs. While the smaller, in- 
die houses cannot offer the same 
return for a film on a one or two- 
they have .Been cop- | 
ping product by guaranteeing long- 
er runs which can result in a big- 
ger take for the distrib on a run- 
of-the-film basis. 


AMUS. SHARES EDGED UP. 





‘BUT SLIGHTLY IN MARCH : 


Stock exchange prices on enter- | 
tainment shares have been drift- | 
ing with the tide for the past few | 
| months, registering no sharp) 
changes since the beginning of the | 
year. Tendency to drift was again | 
reflected in March when the total 
amusement stocks 
listed on the New York exchange 
climbed only slightly to hit $660,- 
947,930. The change was a rela- 
tively slight improvement of 
$6,209,279. 


As against the drastic fluctua- 


minor. In February, entertainment | | 
| stocks dipped $12,520,314; in Jan- | 
uary, the drop was $12,358,376. | 
March total represents the first 
gain in prices during the current 
year. 

Average per-share price on en- 
tertainment stocks was $15.23 at 
the end of March against $15.08 
at February’s close. Listed on the 
big board are all major film com- 
panies except United Artists, the 
principal networks and big disk 
outfits. 





Geller Gets ‘Washington’ 


When Col. Option Lapses 
Hollywood, April 19, 


Columbia’s option on “Drew 
“Washington Story” has 
expired, and the rights have been 


‘repossessed by James J. Geller, 


who was originally slated to pro- 
duce it at Columbia. 

Geller retrieved the _ screen 
rights by paying Columbia the coin 
it spent on a screen treatment 
which was not acceptable to 


sub- | 


| weeks. 
closed, 


‘Looks Like 20th, WB and Metro 
Plan Battling U. S. on Theatres 


a 
vr 





Par Picts Corp. Tag 


Although Paramount has 
yet to make an official selec- 
tion of the new name for its 
production-distribution unit 
which will be birthed Jan. 1, 
1950, the chances are better 
than even that the label will 
be Paramount Pictures Corp. 
Par’s toppers want to stick as 
closely to the old tag of Para- 
mount Pictures, Inc., and at 
the same time avvid any 
chance of confusion. It is the 
confusion element, as a mat- 
ter of fact, and not legal re- 
strictions which is barring cre- 
ation of a new company under 
the old name. 

Theatre outfit, of course, al- 
ready carries an official label 
—United Paramount Theatres, 
Inc. 





Par Splits Giant — 
Comerford Chain, 


Retains 14 Houses 


The second giant Paramount-af- 
filiated circuit to be dissolved un- 
der pressure of anti-trust litiga- 
tion is reported to be the 72-the- 
atre Comerford circuit. Breakup 
of the chain will follow the pat- 





| tern set late last year when Par | 


agreed to end its ties in the Mul- 
lin & Pinanski circuit by taking 
some of the houses and giving 
Samuel Pinanski outright owner- 
ship of the balance. Comerford 
circuit will end as a joint enter- 
prise, with Paramount holding 14 
houses allowed it under the anti- 
trust settlement while J. J. Lynch 
and his associates retain the 
balance. 

Lynch has been in New York 
huddling with theatre chief Leon- 
ard Goldenson and his aides a 
number of times in the past few 
The deal, now said to be 
involves the payment to 
Paramount of some $2,000,000 in 
= and notes in addition to hand- 

g over the 14 houses. Paramount 
anne 50% of the Comerford com-| 
mon shock and 71.1% of the pre- 
ferred. 

While it has not been disclosed 
which theatres remain with Para- 

(Continued on page 16) 


JACKIE MORAN’S JAM ON 
STOLEN AUTO CHARGE 


Chicago, April 19. 
Jackie Moran, former child film 





|actor, was arrested here last week 
on a Federal stolen automobile | 
| charge. 


Moran, suffering from a 
skin disease, is under guard in 
| Marine hospital where he will stay 
'until his condition permits arraign- 
ment. He is charged with steal- 
ing a car in .Jacksonville, and driv- 
ing it to Charleston, S. C. 

Moran had leads in ‘“‘Adventures 
of Tom Sawyer,” and “Valiant Is 
the Word for Carrie.” Later he 
did bit parts. 


2 Execs.Exit N.Y. SPG 


Screen Publicists Guild’s gen- 
eral membership meeting in New 
York last night (Tues.) was hit 
with the announcement that two 
top union execs had _ resigned. 
These were Honore Armstrong, 
SPG’s business agent for theagii 
several years, and Mary Van Slyke, 
recording secretary. Reasons in 
both cases were termed “personal,” 
with the exee board to name the 





replacements in May. 
Contract negotiations between 
SPG and the majors, meantime, 


have broken off completely. Guild, 
while continuing its Broadway the- 
atre picketing, has called upon the 
N. Y. State Board of Mediation to 


j intervene in the dispute, 


All bets on further settlements 
in the anti-trust action are now re- 
garded as definitely off and the 
three remaining theatre-owning de- 
fendants—20th-Fox, Warner Bros. 


and Metro—are getting set for fur- 
ther legal jousts when the case 
comes up for final hearings before 
the ‘N. Y. federal court Thursday 
(21). Reportedly, 20th has dropped 
its efforts to win a deal with the 
Government which would insure it 
continued ownership of a sizeable 
number of its theatres. Other two 
companies have made no attempt 
to talk peace. 

Several sources predict that 20th 
may spring a surprise when the 
case is again reopened this week. 
Indications now are that 20th may 
offer to dissolve all non-competi- 
tive situations as a compromise 
measure intended to win judicial 
approval. Company is said to be 
considering the move which would 
involve the sale of some of its the- 
atres to indie operators to create 
open, competitive towns in every 
situation where 20th now is the 


| sole exhibitor. 


Twentieth’s board of strategy, 
according to these reports, believe 
there is an excellent chance of 
steering court thinking along the 
lines of a partial divorcement con- 
fined solely to closed towns. To 
buttress this voluntary partial liqui- 
dation of theatre holdings, strategy 
will be to play up the new type of 
selling which gives every exhib a 
crack at a film plus the strictures 
now limiting franchises, block- 
booking, price-fixing and the like. 


Fireworks are expected at the 
new hearings on the subject of the 
Paramount and RKO decrees, Gov- 
ernment, in its answering briefs, 
raised these settlements as 
strengthening their argument that 
the distribs can do without the- 
atres. All three remaining de- 
fendants are prepping briefs which 
will seek to knock down the Gov- 
ernment pitch. 


HARRY FRENCH’S UPPED 
DEAL WITH PAR’S MINN. 


Harry French, president and 
general manager of the Para- 
mount-affiliated Minnesota Amuse- 
ment chain, has been handed a 
new employment ticket by Para- 
mount. Under its terms, French 
will receive 3% of the circuit’s net 
earnings in excess of $26,000 for 
1949 and 1950. Additionally, his 
salary has been raised from a pre- 
vious $400 weekly stipend to $500. 

Deal, in effect, extends for two 
years a contract given him at the 
beginning of 1947 when he took 
over the presidency of the circuit. 





His new contract runs through 
1950. ; 
Contract specifically provides 


that French is to manage and su- 
pervise operation and maintenance 
of the theatres, real estate and 
other properties. 


Reagan Balks at Doing 
‘Another Comedy’ on Loan 


Hollywood, April 19. 

Ronald Reagan is meeting with 
Warner Bros. toppers to thrash out 
whether he goes on loanout to star 
in Santana’s “Baby Is Here” at 
Columbia. Actor was to report to 
producer Robert Lord the first 
week in May but would like to bow 
out. He said it was question 
whether he should now do another 
comedy. ll his roles lately, he 
Ct He been in comedies, and 
he'd like change of pace. He said 
he liked the script and it was 
merely his desire not to do another 
comedy which prompted this ae- 
tion. Pic has been postponed 
from May 3 to May 10. 

“Baby” is the film which caused 





Columbia’s suspension of Evelyn . 


Keyes when she turned down the 
femme lead several weeks Ago. 
She said that part, while good, 


; didn’t fit her. 
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L.A. Up; ‘Ships’ Okay $48,000, ‘Women’ 


41G, Undercover’ Lusty 436, ‘Tulsa’ tszatsrstcks noe 


Tall 416, Kettle’ 


Hot 366, ‘Paso’ 326 





Los Angeles, April 19. += 


Boxoffice pace here sharpened 
over the weekend with eight new 
bills taking advantage of arrival of 
Easter. While none of new entries 
is socko, nearly all are rating good 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 





(Based on 22 theatres) 


trade. Biggest share is going to! This Week ......- $804,500 

“Down to Sea in Ships,” okay $48.- | (Based on 17 theatres) 

000 in four’ theatres. “Little | Last Year $606,000 
| 


Women,” playing in three houses, 
shapes good $47,000. 

Standout comparatively is “Un- 
cover Man,” excellent $43,000 in 
two spots. “El Paso” looks good 


$32,000 in two Paramount loca- | 


tions. “My Dream is Yours” likely 
will be average $41,000 in three 
Warner sites while “Tulsa” is get- 
ting the same in five situations. 
“Ma and Pa Kettle” is heading 
for fine $36,000 in five spots. “Im- 
pact” will be about $23,500 in four. 








‘Yankee’ Aces In 
Prov. at $18,000 


Providence, April 19. 
With the passing of the Lent and 





Estimates for This Week 


Beverly Hills, Downtown, Ha-| 


waii, Hollywood Music Halls (Prin- 
Cor) (834; 902; 1,106; 512; 55-$1)— 


“Impact” (UA) and “Search for Dan- | 


ger” (FC). Pleasing $23,500. Last 
week, “Dirigible’” (Col) and “Sub- 
marine” (Col) (reissues) (11 days), 
$3,500. 

Chinese, Loew's State, Loyola, 
Uptown (FWC) (2,048; 2,404; 1,248; 
1,719; 60-$1)—‘“To Sea in Ships” 


(20th) and “Miranda” (EL). Okay | 


$48,000. Last week, “Canadian 
Pacific” (20th) and “I Cheated Law” 
(20th) (2d wk-6 days), $24,300. 

Downtown, Hellywood, Wiltern 
(WB) (1,757; 2,756; 2,344; 60-$1)— 
“Dream Is Yours” (WB) and ‘“Homi- 
cide” (WB). Average $41,000. Last 
week, “Sgt. York” (WB) and “Castle 
on Hudson” (WB) (reissues), $25,- 
500. 

Egyptian, Los Angeles, Wilshire 
(FWC) (1,538; 2,097; 2,296; 60-$1)— 
“Little Women” (M-G). Good $47,- 
000. Last week, “Caught” (M-G) 
(11 days), $31,800. 

Orpheum (D’town) (2,210; 60-$1) 


—“Tulsa” (EL) and “Shamrock | 


Hill” (EL). Nice $16,500 here, with 
fancy $41,000 in 5 houses where 
day-dating. Last week, ‘“Tarzan’s 
Magic Fountain” (RKO) and 
“Brothers in Saddle’ (RKO) (9 
(Continued on page 16) 


Philly Hot; ‘Belvedere’ 
Wham $40,000, ‘Set-Up’ 





Great 246, ‘Jennie’ 276 


Philadelphia, April 19. 

Combination of the end of Lent, 
nippy weather and batch of new 
films will show a marked effect on 
firstrun biz here. “Mr. Belvedere 
Goes to College” at Fox, is stand- 
out at terrific total. “Portrait of 
Jenny” also is sock at Boyd, best 
there in weeks, “The Set-Up,” 
after big campaign, broke weekend 
record at Stanton and will be 
smash. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 50-99)— 
“Dear to Heart’ (RKO). Stout $12,- 
500. Last week, “Caught” (M-G) 
(2d wk), $8,000. 

Boyd (WB) (2,360; 50-99)—‘‘Por- 
trait of Jennie” (SRO). Sock $27,- 
000. Last week, “Dark Past” (Col) 
(2d wk), $14,500. 

Earle (WB) (2,700; 50-99) — 
“Slightly French” (Col) plus Ginny 
Simms, Harvey Stone on _ stage. 
Barely okay $20,000. Last week, 
“State Dept.—File 649” (FC) and 
Marilyn Maxwell, 
good $23,500. 

Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-99) — “‘Mr. 
Belvedere Goes to College” (20th). 


Best thing in town at smash $40.- | 


000. Last week. “Down to Sea in 
Ships” (20th) (3d wk), $14,000. 


Goldman (Gqldman) (1,200; 50- | 


99)\—“‘Ball Game” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Still scoring at $19,000. Last week, 
smash $24,000. 


Karlton (Goldman) (1,000; 50-99) | 


—‘‘Little Women” (M-G) (3d wk). 
Getting holiday play at $11,000. 
Last week, big $14,000. 

Keith’s (Goldman) (1.300; 50-99) 
—"Force of Evil’ (M-G) (4th wk). 
Fair $6,500. Last week, about same. 

Mastbaum (WB) (4,360: 50-99)— 
“Dream Is Yours’ (WB). Oke $24.- 
000. Last week. “Kiss In Dark” 
(WB) (2d wk). $14,000. 

Stanley (WB) (2.950; 50-99)— 
“Red Canyon” (U) (2d wk). Fine 
$15.000 in last 4 days. Last week, 
$18,500. 

Stanton (WB) (1,475; 50-99) — 
“Set-Up” (RKO). Socko $24.000. 
one of higher marks here. Last 
week, “Homicide” (WB). $11,000. 

Trans-Lux (‘T-L) (500: $1.20- 
$2.40)—“‘Red Shoes” (EL) (17th 
wk). Strong $9,000. Last week, 
about same. 


Three Suns, | 


influx of better than average film 


fare, grosses are up to highs rem- | 


|iniscent of the war years. State’s 
“Take Me Out to the Ball Game” 
| is leading the field, but Strand’s 
“Connecticut Yankee is compara- 
| tively stronger. Also nice is Ma- 
jestic’s “Family Honeymoon.” 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee. (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Tarzan’s Magic Fountain’ (RKO) 
and “Strange Mrs. Crane” (EL). 
Okay $13,000. Last week, “Criss 
Cross” (U) and “Old Fashioned 
Girl” (EL), $11,000. 
Carlton (Fay) (1,400; 44-65)— 
| ‘Kiss in Dark” (WB) and ‘Feath- 
ered Story” (WB). Fairly active 
|$7,000. Last week, reissues. 
| Fay’s (Fay) (1,400; 44-65)—“Big 
|Sombero” (Rep) and Phil Brito 
| heading stageshow. Very nice $9,- 


500. Last week, “Dark Corner” | 


(Indie) and vaude onstage, good 
$7,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65) 
“Family Honeymoon” (U) and “In- 
cident” (20th). Nice $15,000. Last 


week, ‘““Whiplash” (WB) and “Flaxy | 


Martin” (WB), $13,000. 


Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 44- 


65)—"‘State Police” (Indie) and 
|‘‘Armored Car” ‘Undie). Not big 
| $6,500. Last week, ‘“Paisan” (In- 
die) (2d wk), $5,500. 

| State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65)— 
“Ball Game” (M-G). Single bill 


landing snappy $20,000. Last week, | 


“Bribe” (M-G) and “No Minor 
Vices” (M-G), $18,000. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) 
—Connecticut Yankee” (Par). 
, Great $18,000, and holds. Last 
week, “Undercover Man” (Col) and 
ee (Col) (2d wk), fine $9,- 


Bing Sockeroo $23,000, 
Toronto; ‘Pony’ Hot 156 


| Toronto, April 19. 
With a strong line-up of top 
product, Easter week is packing in 
customers, with ‘Connecticut 
| Yankee” leading, and “Don Juan” 





| 


Kiss’ Fine $8,500, Port. 


Portland, Ore., April 19. 
Boxoffice receipts are down in 


;comers doing well. “Fighting 
| O'Flynn” also is good, but others 
‘are mildish. 

Estimates for This Week 

' Broadway (Parker) (1,832; 50-85) 
—‘Kiss In Dark” (WB) and “Hide- 
out” (Rep). Excellent $8,500. Last 
week, “Wake Red Witch” (Rep) 
E “Homicide for Three” (Rep) 
(2d wk), solid $9,400. 

Mayfair (Parker) (1,500; 50-85)-—— 


Snitalny Tilts ‘Secret’ Wow $3400, 
Hub; ‘Tulsa’ Solid 296, Women’ 426 





Boston, April 19. 

End of Lenten season and better 
than average films at all major 
houses is adding up to busy biz this 
stanza. Phil Spitalny band plus 
“Woman’s Secret” at Keith Me- 
morial looks huge. “Connecticut 
Yankee” at Metropolitan, “Little 
Women” at Orpheum and State and 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week..... $3,132,500 
(Based on 23 cities, 197 
theatres, chiefly nrst runs, in 





| “Fighting O’Flynn” (U) and ‘“Wom- 
|In Night” (FC). Good $5,000. Last | 
week, “Let’s Live Little’ (EL) and 
“Strange Mrs. Crane” (EL), $4,800. 

Oriental (H-E) (2,000; 50-85)— 
“Johnny Belinda” (WB) and “Sier- | 
ra Madre” (WB) (reissues). Big $6,- 
500. Last week, “To Sea in Ships” 
(20th) and “Shockproof’” (20th), 
excellent $4,800. 

Orpheum (H-E) (1,750; 50-85)— 
“South St. Louis” (WB) and “Kid- 
napped” (Mono). Snappy $8,500. 
Last week, “To Sea in Ships” 


cluding N. Y.). “Tulsa” at two houses all shape 
Total Gross Same Week very solid. 
Last Year .... $2,606,000 Estimates for This Week 
(Based on 21 cities, 215 Aster (Jaycox) (1,200; 40-85)— 
theatres). | “Pride of Yankees” (RKO) (reis- 
em remanent enon rar en | sue). Okay $7,500. Last week, 














“Gotta Stay Happy” (U) (3d wk), 
$4,000. 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 40-85)— 
| “Ma and Pa Kettle” (U) and “High- 


Ships Sails T 
| way 13” (SG). Neat $22,000. Last 
| week, “Thunder in Pines’ (SG) and 
; ‘ é , | “Jigsaw” (UA), $15,000. 


_Enster (Indie) (1,100; 45-75)— 
p , | “Mons. Vincent” (Indie). Very big 
Detroit, April 19. | $9,000. Last week, “Don’t Take It 








(20th) and “Shockproof” (20th), | week. “Down to Sea in Ships” is 
| best at the Fox with great round. 


solid $8,200. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,400; 50-85) 
—‘“Enchantment” (RKO) and “Law 
Barbary Coast’ (Col). Mild $6,- 
500. Last week, “Joan of Arc” 
(RKO), fine $14,000 at upped 
scale. ; 

United Artists (Parker) (895; 50- 
85)—‘“‘Caught” (M-G). Slim $3,000. 
Last week, “Sun Comes Up” (M-G) 
(2d wk), okay $5,500. 





Lville Lusty; ‘St.. Louis’ 
Lofty $11,000, ‘Women’ 
| Big $16,000, ‘Wives’ 136 


Louisville, April 19. 

Easter openings at Loew’s State 
with “Little Women,” and face- 
lifted Mary Anderson with “South 
|of St. Louis,” are creating some 
'b.o. commotion on main stem. 
“Letter to Three Wives” also is 
solid at Rialto. Cool weather is 
helping most houses. 

Estimates for This Week 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,- 

200; 45-65)—‘‘South of St. Louis” 
(WB). Tee-off is big and there’s 
added interest in complete modern- 
ization, making house one of most 
up-to-date on main stem. Sock 
$11,000. Last week, house closed 
_ to complete remodeling. 
National (Standard) (2,400; 25- 
,65)—“Lawton Story” (Indie) (2d 
wk). Nice $5,000. Last week, satis- 
factory $6,000. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 
45-65) — “Letter Three Wives” 
| (20th) and “Miraculous Journey” 
| (FC). Strong $13,000. Last week, 
| “Canadian Pacific’ (20th) and Tuc- 
| son” (20th), $12,000 and m.o. to 
Brown. 

State (Loew’s) (3,000; 45-65)— 
| “Little Women” (M-G) and “Mich- 
ael O’Halleran” (Mono). Catch- 
ing big $16,000 or near. Last week, 
| ‘Ball Game” (M-G) and “Golden 
tor * (Mono), $25,000 in 12 days. 

Strand (FA) (1,000; 45-65)— 
|“Shot Jesse James” (SG) and 
“Highway 13” (SG). Sturdy $6,- 


Only two new pictures here this | to. Heart” (EL) and “Waterloo 
| Road” (EL) (3d wk), $4,000. 


The ather arrival, “Life of Riley,”| Fenway (NET) (1,373; 40-85)— 
is not showing much life at the | “State Dept.-File 649” (FC) and 
Downtown. Best holdover looks to “Last Bandit” (Rep). Nice $8,000. 
be “Knock On Any Door” at Mich- Last week, “Sgt. York” (WB) and 
igan. | (WB) (reis- 
F sues), $6,500. 
Estimates for This Week |” Mayflower (ATC) (700: 40-85) 
Fox (Fox-Mich) (5,000; 70-95)— “Tulsa” (EL) and “Ladies of 
“To Sea in Ships (20th). Great Chorus” (Col). Big $9,000. Last 
| $37,000. Last week, “Bernadette” | eek “Portrait of Jennie” (SRO) 
| (20th) (reissue), slim $16,000. (8th wk), $2,500. 
| Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000;| Memorial (RKO) (3,500; 40-85)— 
|'70-95)—“‘Knock On Door” (Col) | “Woman's Secret” (RKO) and Phil 
|and “Ladies of Chorus” (Rep) (2d Spitalny orch on stage. Terrific 
wk). Fine $20,000. Last week, big $34,000. Last week, “Family 
| $28,000. | Honeymoon” (U) and “Alaska Pa- 
Palms (UD) (2,900: 70-95)—“El | trol” (SG) (2d wk), fine $17,000. 
Paso” (Par) and “Dynamite” (Par) Metropolitan (NET) (4.367: 40- 
(2d wk). Oke $17,000. Last week, 85) — ‘‘Connecticut Yankee” (Par) 
| solid $20,000. (Continued on page 16) 
| United Artists (UD) (2,000; 70- | 
| 95)—**Paisan” (Indie) (2d wk). ! 


Trim $15,000. Last week, $17,000. | 

| Madison (UD) (1,800; 70-95)— Indp Ss. Bopped by Wet ‘ 

“The Set-Up” (RKO) and “Clay 

Pigeon” (RKO) (2d wk). Still fine Weekend But ‘Women 

| at $14,000. Last week, sock $18,000. ° = ° ? 

| Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 70-95)— | Big 186; By Night 106 

“Command Decision” (M-G) (4t : : F 

. Indianapolis, April 19. 

| wk). Fading to $6,000. Last week, | A wet Easter wt Phid firste 

nice $8,000. . run biz here no good. But “Little 
Downtown (Balaban) (2,800; 70-| Women” is going big at Loew’s 

95)—"“Life of Riley” (U) and “State | and is a cinch to hold. “Walked 

| Department—File 649” (FC). Mild| by Night” at Indiana and “Last 


$10,000. Last week, “Force of Evil” | Days of Pompeii” “She” reissues 
(M-G) and “Tampico” (UA) (2d wk), at Circle are disappointing. partly 








dim $6,500. 'because opening the middle of 
| Holy shane» “Little Women” waited 
till Saturday. 
‘ ? 
os Estimates for This Week 

| KETTLE CIRCUS TOP , Circle ow 49 (2,800; 44- 
5) — “Last ays of Pompeii” 
WASH., HEFTY $25,00 | (RKO) and “She” (RKO) (reissues). 
= : | Mild $9,000. Last week, ‘Kiss in 

__* Washington, April 28. | pick” (WE). and “Flaxy Martin” 

Things looking up in midtown, (WB), oke $11,000 

with Holy Week lull being offset; fndiana (G-D) (3.300: 44-65)— 
_ by school holiday and tourist trade. | “Walked by Night” (EL) and “Ad- 
| Chill weather's helping. “Ma and ventures Gallant Bess” (EL). Mild 
| Pa Kettle” at Loew's Capitol nee $10,000. Last week, “South St. 
' brisk, thanks to lure of circus | Louis” (WB) and “Homicide” (WB) 
format of vaude_ show. er $12 000 i 
| Women,” at Loew’s Palace, also. pon ’ 50): 44-65)—< 
lis landing top biz honors, with “My | og I cee yA ag ge em 
Dream is ours’ shaping strong nattan Angel” (Col). Sizzling $18. 
| ane Wwernee, 000. Last week, ‘Force of Evil” 
Estimates for This Week |(M-G) and “Caught” (M-G), $10,- 
| Capitol (Loew's) (2,434; 44-85)— 000. 
| “Ma, Pa Kettle” (U) plus circus on| Lyrie (G-D) (1,600; 44-65)—"Bad 





and “Ball Game” right on its heels | 500. Last week, “Tarzan’s Magic | stage. Hefty $25,000, with large|Men of Tombstone” (Mono) and 


for top coin. 
enjoying terrific business. 
Estimates for This Week 


Downtown, Glendale, Scarboro, 
State (20th Cent) (1,059, 955, 698, 
(694; 35-60)—“Jungle Jim” (Col) 
_and “Blondie’s Big Deal” (Col). 
| Light $9,000. Last week, “Johnny 
Apollo” (20th) and “Show Them 
No Mercy” (20th) (reissues), 
$10,000. 

Imperial (FP) (3.373: 36-66)— 
“Don Juan” (WB). Stout $20,000. 
Last week, ‘Fighter Squadron” 
| (WB), fine $12,000. 

Loew’s (Loew) (2,096; 36-66)— 
“Ball Game” (M-G). Wham $18,- 
000. Last week, “Bribe” (M-G) (2d 
| wk), okay $7,000. 

Odeon (Rank) (2,390; 35-$1.20)— 
“Red Pony” (Rep). Great $15,000. 
Last week, “Saraband” (EL) (2d 
wk), $12,000. 

Shea’s (FP) (2.386; 36-66)— 
“Corsmecticut Yankee” (Par). 
Smash $23,000. Last week, “Whis- 
pering Smith” (Par) (2d wk), light 
$7,500. 

University (FP) (1,556: 40-70)— 
“Mother Is Freshman” (20th). 
Sock $17,000. Last week, “Joan of 
Arce” (RKO) (3d wk), $9,000. 

Uptown (Loew) (2.743: 36-66)— 
“Family Honeymoon” (‘U). Big 
$15,000. Last week, ‘Life of Riley” 
(U) (2d wk), $7,500. —( 

Victoria (FP) (1,260; 36-60)— 
“Set-Up” (RKO). Lusty $8,000. 
Last week. “Can’t Take It With 
You” (M-G) and “Girl Friday” 
i (Par) (reissues). oke $4,500. 


Most deluxers are | Fountain” (RKO) and “Gun Smug- | number of juve admissions cutting | “Incident” (Mono). 


_glers” (RKO), about same. 


Bing Terrif $26,000 In 
Buff; ‘Honeymoon’ 166 


Buffalo, April 19. 





“Connecticut Yankee,” smash at | $10 


Lakes, is outstanding here this ses- 


sion. “Family Honeymoon” looks | 


next best at Lafayette. 

| Estimates for This week 

| Buffalo (Loews) (3,500; 40-70)— 
|“The Bribe” (M-G) and “This Is 
_N. Y.” (UA). Good $15,000. Last 
_week, “Force of Evil’ (M-G) and 
| “Caught” (M-G), $14,500. 

| Great Lakes (Par) (3,400; 40-70) 
!—‘‘Connecticut Yanke’e” (Par). 


Socko $26,000. Last week, “El | 


, Paso” (Par) and “Incident” (Mono) 
(9 days), $16,000. 

Hipp (Par) (2,100; 40-70)—“Bad 
Men of Tombstone” (Mono) and 
“Strike It Rich’ (Mono). Nice $7,- 
000. Last week, “Unknown Island” 
(FC) and “Appointment Murder” 
(20th), $7,500. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3.000; 40-70)— 
“Family Honeymoon” (U) and 
“Amazing Mr. X” (EL). Fine $16,- 
000. Last week, “Walking Hills” 


(Col) and “Blackie’s Chinese Ven- | 


ture” (Col), $11,500. 
Century (20th Cent.) (3,000: 40- 


70) -— “Tarzan’s Magic Fountain” | 


(RKO). Okay $13,000. Last week, 
“Stagecoach” (UA) and “Long Voy- 
age Home” (UA) (reissues), $10,000. 


| Thin $5,000. 
|into total. Last week, “Caught” | Last week, “Angel on Amazon” 
(M-G) plus vaude, slim $18,000. (Rep) and “Far Frontier” ‘Rep), 


Keith’s (RKO) (1,939; 44-80) — | $6,000. 
n> a (U). Disappointing 
000, wit newspaper _ strike ° ° ’ 
hurting more than others because Martin Boosting ‘Love 
sole pic to preem during strike. 
ry eee Criss Cross” (U), Smash $24,000, Omaha 
Little (Lopert) (289; 44:74) — Omaha, April 19. 
“Mons. Vincent” (Indie). Sensa-|_ Freddy Martin band with Janis 


tional $5,000, with crix raves help- Paige will boost “My Own True 
ing. _Love” to a smash session at Or- 


Metropolitan (WB) (1,163: 44-74) |Pheum this week. “Tulsa” also 


—" icide” # will roll up a big total at Para- 
(for. frstrun. (WB). So-so $6,000 | mount. “Little Women” at band- 


Last week, “Sierra | : be 
Madre” (WB) (reissue, hot $8,500. | — State is colossal and pic stand 
National (Heiman) (1,600; 44-74) Dundee, nabe deluxer. 
—“Gone With Wind” (M-G) (re- Estimates for This Week 
issue). Clicking to tune of $10,000. | Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 20- 
Last week, “High Fury” (UA) and 80)-—“Own True Love” (Par) with 
“Guest in House” (UA) (reissue), Freddy Martin orch, Janis Paige 
(dim $3,500. ‘onstage. Smash $24,000. _ Last 
Palace ‘Loew’s) (2,370; 44-74)— | week, “Fighting O‘Flynn” ‘U) and 
“Little Women” (M-G). Sock $23,- “Act of Murder” (U), $9,000 at 16- 
000. Last week, “El Paso” (Par), 65c scale. 
$14,000. Paramount (Tristates) (2.800; 16- 
| Playhouse (Lopert) (432; 50-85) 65)—“Tulsa” (EL). Very big $13. 
/—"Sleeping Car Trieste” (EL) (3d\000. Last week, “Letter Three 
wk). Nice $4,000 for 5'2 days.| Wives” (20th). about same. 
| Yanked early for benefit preem of! State (Goldberg) (865: 16-65)— 
“Scott of Antarctic” (EL). Last) “Little Women” (M-G). Terrif $9.- 
week, $4,500. 500. Last week, “Grand Canyon 
| Warner (WB) (2.164; 44-74) — Trail” (Rep) and “Miss Annie 
“Dream Is Yours” (WB). Fine Rooney” (SG), $4,000. 
| $18,000. Last week, “Man from) Brandeis (RKO) (1.500; 16-65)— 
Colorado” (WB), $14.000. \“Castle on Hudson” (WB) and “Sgt. 
Trans-Lux (T-L) (650; 44-80) —) York” (WB) (reissues). Good $7 
“Paisan” (Indie) (7th-final wk). 000. Last week, “Walking Hills 
Slipped to $4,000 in final 512 days (Col) and “Dark Past” (Col), 
after $5.000 last week. $8,000 











“Red Shoes” opened sock at. 
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VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES ¥ 





Snow No Help to Chi; Dream’-Arnaz 
Sturdy $54,000, ‘Tulsa’ Tight $24,000, 


‘Canyon’ Mild 176, ‘India’ Okay 86 


Chicago, April 19. +- 





Rain starting Thursday and turn- | 
ing into driving snow Good Friday 
ut an early dent in Loop business. | 
Fowever, weekend generally was | 
better despite snow and rain Sun- 
day and Monday. “oO 

Tops should be Chicago with 
“My Dream Is Yours” and Desi Ar- | 
az band onstage, nice $54,000. | 
‘Tulsa” at State-Lake shapes ex- | 
cellent $24,000, but “Red Canyon” | 
at Palace is only fair with $17,000. | 
Garrick has “Song of India” and 
“Law of Barbary Coast” for okay | 
$8,000. 

“Ball Game,” at Oriental, with 


Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, i.e., 
without the 20% tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 

rices, however, as indicated, 
a the U. S. amusement 
ax. 








‘Evil’ Good 14G, Denver; 


‘Shockproof’ OK $15,000 No B way Easter Eggs; Bing All-Time 


Denver, April 19. | 

Biz is picking up here with ar- 
rival of Easter. “Shockproof” is 
i good at two houses, but | 
est showing of new pix is being | 


| Broadway (Cinema) (1,500; 35-74) 
'—"Knock On Door” (Col) (3d wk). 
pier $7,500. Holds again. Last 
week, good $8,750. 
| Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-70) 
—‘“El Paso” (Par) (2d wk). Down 
to $10,000. Last Week, nice 
$12,500. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525: 35-74)— 
“Shockproof” (Col) and “Slightly 


French” (Col), day-date with Es- 
quire. Good $13,000. Last week, 
“South St. Louis” (WB) and 
“Flaxy Martin” (WB), $14,000. 

| Esquire (Fox) (742: 35-74)— 
“Shockproof” (Col) and “Slightly 
French” (Col), also Denver. Slow 


$2,000. Last week, ‘“‘Ma, Pa Kettle” 
(U) and “Appointment Murder” 


Sat co =" Ath bright $50 000. Ve U § d (FC), big $4,000 
second weekers with brig 000. {- t | (FC), ,000. dane 
“Kiss in the Dark,’ ’at Roosevelt, p all out | Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— 


may garner tidy $16,000. 
Estimates for This Week | 
Apollo (B&K) (1,400; 50-98)— | 
“Cover Up” (UA) and “Tuna Clip- | 
er” (Mono) (2d wk). Light $6,000. | 
Saat week, $8,000. 
Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 50-98)— 
“Dream Is Yours” (WB) and Desi 
rnaz orch on stage. Nice $54,000. 
iet week, “Knock On Door” (Col) | 
(2d wk) with Hoagy Carmichael and 


Georgia Gibbs in person, Holy 
Week record of $53,000. 
Garrick (B&K) (900; 50-98)— 


“Song of India’ (Col) and “Law 
Barbary Coast” (Col). Okay $8,000. 


wast week, “Homicide” (WB) and 
‘Last Bandit” (Rep) (2d wk), 
$6,000. 


Grand (RKO) (1,500; 75-$1.25)— 
“Joan of Arc” (RKO) (4th wk). Ex- 
cellent $22,000. Last week, same. 

Oriental (Essaness) (3,400; 50-98) 
—‘Ball Game” (M-G) plus Jane 
Russell in person (2d wk). Fancy 
$50,000. Last week, big $57,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-98)— | 
“Red Canyon” (U) and “I Surren-| 
pe Dear” (U). Moderate $17,000. 

ast week, “Set-Up” (RKO) (2d) 
wk), big $18,000. 

Rialto (Indie) (1,700; 50-98)—‘“In | 
Old California” (Rep) and “Man of | 
Conquest” (Rep) (reissues). Trim | 

8.500. Last week, “Frankenstein 


In Mild Pitt, 146 

itt, 
Pittsburgh, April 19 

Easter week biz is not so hot 


here. “The Set-Up” is making the 


best showing at the Warner with | 


solid total. “Mother Is Freshman” 
also shapes nice at the Fulton. 
Elsewhere takings are mainly on 
disappointing side. 


Estimates for This Week 


Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 45-80) — 
“Mother Is Freshman” (20th). Nice 
$11,000. Last week, “Red Canyon” 
(U), $2,000 in three days. 

Harris (Harris) (2,200; 45-80) — 
“Belvedere Goes To _ College” 
(20th). Okay $15,000 or better. 


| Last week, ‘Walking Hills” (Col), 


$7,000, 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 45-80) 
—‘Little Women” (M-G). Not up 
to hopes at $19,000. Last week, 


“Force of Evil’ (M-G) and “Bad 
Men of Tombstone” (Mono), 
$11,000. 


Stanley (WB) (3,800; 45-80) — 
“Dream Is Yours” (WB). Disa 
pointing $15,000 or less. Last week, 


fleets Wolf Man” (U) and “Drac-| “Kiss In Dark” (WB), $12,000. 


la’s Daughter” (U) (reissues), $8.- | 
00. 


| “Set-Up” (RKO). 


Warner (WB) (2,000; 45-80) — 


Doing compara- 


Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 50-98)— tively better than other new pix 


“Kiss in Dark” (WB) (2d wk) 
re $16,000. Last week, $18,- 

00. 

Selwyn (Shubert) (1,000; $1.20- 
$2.40)—“‘Red Shoes” (EL) (17th 
wk). Tasty $10,000. Last week, 
$11,500. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 50-98) 
—‘Tulsa” (EL). Strong $24,000. 
Last week, “The Bribe” (M-G) (2d 
wk), $14,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 50- 
98)—"Force of Evil” (M-G) (2d wk). 
N.s.g. $10,000. Last week, $15,000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 98)— 
“Command Decision” (M-G) (4th 
wk). 
$18,000. 

World (Indie) (587; 80)—“Paisan” 
(Indie) (13th wk). Strong $3,000. 
Last week, $3,300. 


‘Women’ Stout $18,000, 
Mpls.; ‘Canyon’ $12,000 


Minneapolis, April 19. 
Films currently are Fate stiff 
competition from “Ice Follies” and 





“Sportsman’s Show,” cutting the- | Frontier Gal Passage” 


atre grosses. This will offset stim- 
ulus of Easter holiday. Two of 
major newcomers, “Little Women” 
and “Red Canyon” are rolling 
nicely. “The Set-Up” still is big on 
moveover at Pix. 


Estimates for This Week 


Century (Par) (1,600; 50-70)— 
‘Family Honeymoon” (U) (3d wk). 


Still in money at $6,000 after neat | — 


$7,000 preceding canto. 
Lyric (Par) (1,000; 50-70)—‘‘Who 


Bright $17,000. Last week, | 


in town with solid $14,000. Last 
| week, “El Paso” (Par) (m.o.), nice 
| $6,000 after brisk Stanley session. 


Despite Storm, K.C. Big; 
‘Yankee’ Rugged $18,000, 
‘Honeymoon’ Lofty 196 


Kansas City, April 19. 
Line-up of new pix here is paying 
off, with Easter week measuring up 





} 
| 


to hopes. Biz was slow starting, 
however, since near-bliz stymied 
openings Thursday and Good 


Friday. “Little Women” at. Mid- 
land is standout and big. “Family 
Honeymoon” in three Fox Midwest 
houses and “Connecticut Yankee” 
at Paramount are all solid and due 
for holdovers. ‘‘Tulsa” is playing 
midwest preem at Roxy to good 
returns. 


Estimates for This Week 


Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820; 45- 
(U) and 
“Frontier Gal” (U) (reissues). Hold- 
| ing their own at $3,000. Last week, 
'“Moonrise” (Rep) and “Act of 
Murder” (U), $2,500. 


Kimo (Dickinson) (550; 61-75-$1) 
—*“Portrait of Jennie” (SRO) (4th- 
final wk). Fine $2,500. Last week, 
solid $3,500. 

Midland (Loew's) (3,500; 45-65) 

“Little Women” (M-G) and 
'“Crime Doctor’s Diary” (Col). Big 
' $21,000, and holdover. Last week, 








Done It” (Indie) and “In Navy” | “Sun Comes Up” (M-G) and “Force 


(Indie) (reissues). 
$5,000 swath. Last week, “Nick 
Beal” (Par) (2d wk), mild $4,500. 

Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-70)— 
“Little Women” (M-G). Stout $18.- 
000. Last week, “Kiss in Dark” 
(WB), $12,500. 


RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 50- | 


70\—“Red Canyon” 
$12,000. Last week, 
(RKO), $13,000. 


(U). Good 


RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 50-70)— 


“Unknown Island” (FC) and “Clay 
Pigeon” (RKO). Light $7,000. Last 
week, “Shockproof” (Col), $6,000. 
State (Par) (2,300; 50-70)—“Bad 
Boy” (Mono). Given strong cam- 
Paign but looks only fair $9,000. 
Last week, “Three Godfathers” | 
(M-G), $11,000. 


World (Mann) (400; $1.20-$2.40) | 
—"Red Shoes” (EL) (8th wk). Still | ( 
in black at $4,000. Last week, ‘“Unfaithfully 
$4,200. @. | $10,000. 





Cutting wide | of Evil” (M-G), $13,000. 


Orpheum (RKO) (1,900; 45-65)— 
“Unknown Island” (FC) and “State 
| Department File 649” (FC). Slim 
| $8,500. Last week, “Castle on 
Hudson” (WB) and “Sgt. York” 
(WB) (reissues), $9,000. 

Paramount (Par) (1,900; 45-65)— 
“Connecticut Yankee” (Par). Socko 


“The Set-Up” $18 000, and holds. Last week, “El 


| Paso” (Par) (2d wk), $8,000. 
Roxy (Durwood) (900; 45-65) — 


“Tulsa” (EL). Midwest preem re-| 


_turns house to firstruns. Good $4,- 
500, and may hold. Last week, 
“Saboteur” (Realart) and “I Cover 
War” (Rep) (reissues), $2,500. 


Tower - Uptown- Fairway (Fox 


| Midwest) (2,100; 2,045; 700; 45-65) 


—‘“Family Honeymoon” (U). Sturdy 
$19,000, and holdover. Last week, 
Yours” (20th), 


“Force of Evil’ (M-G) and “Sun 
'Comes Up” (M-G). Good $14,000. 
Last week, “Kissing Bandit’ (M-G) 
and “Act of Violence” (M-G), 
$12,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 35-74) 
—“Ma, Pa Kettle’ (U) and “Ap- 
pointment Murder” (FC) (2d wk). 
Day-date with Webber. Off to 
$9,000. Last week, big $14,000. 

Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74)—‘Ma, 
Pa Kettle” (U) and ‘“‘Appointment 
Murder” (FC), also Paramount. 
Fine $3,000. Last week, “South 
St. Louis” (WB) and “Flaxy Mar- 
| tin’ (WB), $2,000. 


‘Women’ Fat 56, 





‘St. Loo; York’ 156 


| starting hour beginning last Mon- 
| day means six showings of picture 


| St. Louis, April 19. 
Despite opening of major league 
| baseball season and surge of cold | 
| weather, “Little Women” is on way | 
| to socko session at Loew’s this | 
week. Trade at other mainstem | 
houses, many on holdover, is on | 
fairish side. However, “Sgt. York” | 
|and “Castle on Hudson,” reissue | 
| combo, is nice at Ambassador. 
| Estimates for This Week 
Ambassador (F&M) 





Fox (F&M) (5,000; 50-75)—“‘Dear 
to Heart” (RKO) and stageshow 
(2d wk). Solid $16,000 following 
$16,500 initial session. 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 50-75) — | 
“Little Women” (M-G). Great $25.,- | 
000. Last week, “Ball Game” (M-G) 
(2d wk), fine $15,000. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 50-75)— | 
“Set-Up” (RKO) and “Indian | 
Agent” (RKO) (2d wk). Okay $9,- 
500 after fancy $12,500 first stanza. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000: 50-75)— 
“South St. Louis” (WB) and “Ma, | 





000 after nice $9,500 first chapter. , 

Shubert (Ind) (1,500; 50-75) —| 
“State Dept.-File 649” (FC) and | 
“Inner Sanctum Mystery” (FC). | 
Trim $6,500, Last week, “Shot | 
Jesse James” (SG) and “Highway | 
13” (SG), $5,500. 


New $35,000 L’ville Theatre | 
Louisville, April 19. | 
Orpheum, 50-year-old house 
here, will be razed and replaced by 
a $35,000 building in which a the- | 
atre called The Rodeo will exhibit | 
westerns. Kimmons Wilson, owner | 
of building, who has been operat- | 
ing the theatre and Airway, will | 
continue to operate both houses. | 
New house will be a 450-seater. 





75)—“Sgt. York” (WB) and “Castle | 


on Hudson” (WB) (reissues). Nice | 
| $15,000. Last week, “Red Pony” | 
| (Rep) and “Life of Riley” (U), | 
$14,500. { 


High $170,000, 2d; 


Broadway firstrun business is 
soaring this week, arrival of Easter 
and earlier-than-usual school va- 
cation resulting in biggest trade 
since first of year and reminiscent 
of year-end holiday grosses. Up- 


| surge is sweeping the Music Hall 


to an all-time high, and cracking 
the Easter weekend mark and sev- 
eral other records at the Roxy. 
Hall’s expected $170,000 will top 
the previous record made by “Till 
Clouds Roll By,” which took in 
New Year’s Eve and New Year’s 
Day 1946-47 with holiday scale. 

Total for 17 Broadway houses 
will be over $800,000, rated espe- 
cially heartening in view of so 
many holdovers and reissues cur- 
rent. Upswing also is being re- 
flected in strong holdover sessions, 
most theatres besting last week’s 
figures, and generally by a healthy 
margin. 

“Mr. Belvedere Goes to Col- 
lege,”’ with Vivian Blaine and new 
iceshow. looks to hit terrific $160,- 
000 on first week at Roxy. Combo 
made new all-time Sunday house 
record at $30,500 on April 17, a 
new Good Friday mark and the 
new Easter weekend high. ‘For- 
ever Amber” holds the house high 
but this was made in 1947 when 
higher scales prevailed. 


“Connecticut Yankee” 
nual 
the new Hall high in second week, 
the $170,000 or better being way 
ahead of $146,000 marked up for 
initial stanza. Week was helped 


with an- 


by the fact that it started on Thurs- | 


day (14), first day for youngsters 
out of school, and that the early 


and five stageshows daily. 


“My Dream Is Yours” with 
Lionel Hampton band shapes nice 
$65,000 at Strand. “Life of Riley,” 
another newcomer, is around $25,- 
000 at Criterion. 


“Pride of Yankees,” doing an- 


ingly big $27,000 or better at Pal- 


(3.000: 50- | 2°: Bringing back “Wizard of Oz” | «pomba” 


apparently was a smart move since 
it is registering a smash $46,000 or 
near at Mayfair. 

Bandbox Rialto also is enjoying 
its best week in months with 
“Bomba,” socko at $16,000. 

“City Across River” with Art 
Mooney band heading stageshow is 
holding up nicely in second Capi- 
tol week at $62,000, near first week 
mark. “Portrait of Jennie” is 
pushing ahead of its second week 
at Rivoli by getting strong $28,000 
on third round. Last Sunday (17) 
ran $2,000 ahead of first Sunday in 
initial week. 

Lone opening this week is Para- 
mount which launches ‘“Under- 
cover Man” with Duke Ellington 


Pa Kettle” (U) (2d wk). Good $7,-| band and Billy Eckstine today | 


(Wed.). 
Estimates for This Week 


Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 60-$1.50) 
—*Knock On Door” (Col) (9th-final 
wk). Likely will wind up with fine 
$16,000 after $14,000 last week. 
“We Were Strangers” (Col) opens 
April 26. 


Bijou (City Inv.) (589; $1.20- 
$2.40)—“‘Red Shoes” (EL) (26th 
wk). Being boosted by five extra 


matinees to great $20,000 this 
round after $14,500 last week. 
Capitol (Loew’s) (4,820; 80-$1.50) 
—‘City Across River” (U) with Art 
Mooney orch, Rose Murphy, James 
Barton, others, onstage (2d wk). 
Holding in strong fas 





‘Little Women’ 


Cincinnati, April 19. 

An Easter hatching of new 
bills has front-line houses blos- 
soming anew. Loudest new pix 
are on “Connecticut Yankee,” town 
topper, and “Little Women” and 
“The Bribe,” with close separa-| 
tions. Off the velvety pace, yet. 
hotsy, is “Walking Hills” match-. 
ing “Kiss in the Dark.’”” Tempera- 
ture dipping warmed weekend 





| biz. 

Estimates for This Week 

| Albee (RKO) (3,100; 50-75)— 
|“The Bribe” (M-G). Strong 


| $16,000. Last week, “Cover Up” 
/(UA) ‘plus Louis Prima orch, oth- 
ers, onstage, fairish $18,000 at 
60-94c scale. 
Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 50-75)— 
—"Little Women” (M-G). Tall 
1 $17,000. Holds. Last week, “Pride 


| —‘Connecticut 
Bing-bonging in $18,000 tempo to 


Big 176, Kiss’ 116 


(RKO) 


‘of Yankees” (reissue), 
okay $8,000. 
Grand (RKO) (1,400; 50-75)— 


“Walking Hills” (Col). Hotsy $10,- 
500. Last week, “Act of Violence” 
(M-G), fairish $7,000. 

Guild (Indie) (278; $1.20-$2.40)— 
“Red Shoes” (EL) (7th wk). Re- 
bounding to oke $4,500 after $4,000 
last week. 

Keith’s (City Inv.) (1,542; 50-75) 
Yankee” (Par). 


top the town. Sticks indef. Flash 


front saluting theatre’s first show- 
Last 


ing of a Crosby starrer. 
week, “Shot Jesse James” 
$7,000 in 9 days. 


(SG), 


Palace (RKO) 
“Kiss in the Dark” (WB). So-so) 
$11,000. Last week, “South of 


St. Louis” (WB), slick $13,000. 


Easter Pageant is achieving | 


on at $62,-| $2 


‘Yankee’ Bing-Bongs $18,000, Cincy; 


‘Belvedere -Blaine 


epeeceme nen... Tetit 1606, Champion’ Socko 436, 2 


_000 after sock $68,000 opener. 
| Stays a third. 

Criterion (Loew’s) (1,700: 50- 
$1.75)—“Life of Riley’ (U). Looks 
only okay at $25,000 and may not 


hold long. In ahead, “Set-Up” 
(RKO) (3d wk-4 days), down to 
$12,000 after fine $26,000 second 
week. 


Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 50-$1.20) 
—‘“Champion” (UA) (2d wk). Stay- 
ing up in great fashion at $43,000 
or near after sock $42,000 opener. 
Holds, natch. 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 50-$1.20) 
—‘'Oz” (M-G) (reissue). Stout $46,- 
000. Holds. In ahead, “Casablanca” 
(WB) (reissue) (3d wk), $13,000. 


Palace (RKO) (1,700; 55-$1)— 
“Pride of Yankees” (RKO) (reis- 
sue). Cashing in on start of base- 
ball season to hit great $27,000. 
Holds. In ahead, “Princess 
O’Rourke” (WB) and ‘“G-Men” 
(WB) (reissues), $14,000. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 55-$1.50) 
—‘‘Undercover Man’ (Col) with 
Duke Ellington orch, Billy Eckstine 
topping stageshow. Opens today 
(Wed.). Last week, “Bride of Ven- 
geance” (Par) with Charlie Barnet 
orch, Jerry Colonna, others, on- 
stage (2d wk), did very well at $55,- 
000; pickets not hurting much; first 
week was good $64,000. 


Park Avenue (U) (583; $1.20- 
$2.40)\—“‘Hamlet” (U) (30th wk). 
Twenty-ninth week climbed to 


rousing $16,500 with help from two 
extra matinees. 


Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5,945; 80-$2.40)—‘Connec- 
ticut Yankee” (Par) with annual 
| Easter Pageant and stageshow (2d 
|wk). Soaring to gigantic $170,000, 
/new all-time high here to top “Till 
Clouds Roll By” (M-G) mark made 
New Year’s 1946-47. First was 
| strong $146,000. House opening at 
|7:45 a.m. to take care of crowds 
through next Saturday, and get- 
| ting in five stage and six film show- 


| other repeat showing, is surpris-| ings daily. 


| Rialto (Mage) (594; 44-98) — 
(Mono). Socko $16,000, 
| best here in weeks, and holding. 
| Last week, “Hurricane” (FC) and 
“Westerner” (FC) (reissues), $60,- 
500. 

| Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092; 60- 
| $1.25)—“‘Portrait of Jennie” (SRO) 
| (4th wk). Third week ended last 
|night (Tues.) climbing to sturdy 
$28,000 after nice $24,000 last 
stanza. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.80) — 
“Belvedere Goes College” (20th) 
with Vivian Blaine and iceshow 
onstage. Roaring ahead to terrific 
$160,000 or near, one of top marks 
here after record three-day Easter 
weekend and new Sunday high for 
last 22 years of operation. In 
ahead, “The Fan” (20th) wit 
Ginny Simms heading stage bil 
(2d wk), slim $45,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 50-$1.50)— 
“Ball Game” (M-G) (7th wk). 
Opens today (Wed.). Sixth session 
pushed ahead, helped by impetus 
of Easter crowds and interest in 
| baseball, to $22,000 or near, fifth 
was $17,000, over hopes. Stays 
/until April 27 when “Barkleys of 
Broadway” (M-G) opens. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 70-$1.50) — 
“Dream Is Yours” (WB) with 
Lionel Hampton orch topping stage 
bill. Not measuring up too well 
but nice $65,000 is likely. Holds. 
In ahead, “Kiss In Dark” (WB) 
— : Sav Lombardo orch (3d wk), 








Sutton (Rugoff & Becker) (561; 
70-$1.25)—“‘Quartet” (EL) (4th wk). 
Third week ended Monday (18) hit 
smash $16,000; second was $16,- 
200. Stays on indef. 

Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 95- 
$1.80)—“‘Joan of Arc” (RKO) (23d 
wk). Present stanza is being 
pushed up by holiday crowds to 
$17,000 or better; 22d round was 
$12,000, over hopes. 





| 
‘Words’ Hep 266, Mont’l 


Montreal, April 19. 


| New entries in all deluxers plus 
;cool weather for Easter weekend 
| will tilt biz all around this week. 
“Words and Music” looks best at 
, Loews with big session. “Letter to 
Three Wives” is picking up after 
|a slow start at Palace. 


Estimates for This Week 
Loews (C.T.) (2,855; 40-65) — 

“Words and Music” (M-G). Big 

, $26,000. Last week, “Kissing Ban- 





(2,600; 50-75)— dit” (M-G), fair $16,000. 
Capitol ‘(C.T.) (2,412; 34-60) — 


“Dream Is Yours” (WB). 
(Continued on page 16) 
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The Stratton Story 


Metro release of Jack Cummings pro- 
duction. Stars James Stewart, June Ally- | 
on; features Frank Morgan, Agnes 

oorehead. Directed by am Wood. | 

Screenplay, Douglas Morrow, Guy Tros- 
er; based on story by Morrow; camera, | 

Riarold Rosson; editor, Ben Lewis; musical 
irection, Adolph Deutsch. Tradeshown | 

f Y., April 12, *49. -Running time, 106 

MINS. 

Monty Stratton..,......+..James Stewart 
thel........cccccecceeeses.June Allyson | 
arney Wile.....++...+-.--Frank Morgan | 

Ma Stratton.......+..-.Agnes Moorehead | 

Eddie Dibson.....+.........Bill Williams | 

Ted Lyons.....ccceesees»- Bruce Cowlin 

Josh Higgins...secccses-.-::- Cliff Clar 

SN «tn beaut secesceses- Mary Lawrence 

Luke Appling.....+...+......Dean White 

Earnie........ seveeeeevecess Robert Gist 





Gene Bearden ...csesssecess 
Bill Dickey.....csccseersees 
Jimmy Dykes.......+ eeeeees ( Themselves 
Mervyn Shea .......cseccees 
Metro has fashioned a_ pene- 


trating human film out of the story 
of Monty Stratton, the pre-war 
major league hurler who refused to 
be licked by a leg amputation. Al- 
though heavily flavored with base- 
ball talk and action, “The Stratton 
Story” packs a universal emotional 
wallop beneath its horsehide sur- 
face. With a top cast superbly 
rendering the yarn into a heart- 
warming dramatic saga, this pic 
is geared for a solid b.o. reception. 

The screenplay is a fictionalized 
treatment of the _ ballplayer’s 
career, but enough of the essen- 
tially factual details are retained 
to draw an honest and recogniz- 
able portrait. Script tightly con- 
trols the pie within a _ balanced 
framework of pathos and comedy, 
without a trace of sentimentalism 
or corn. 

Sam Wood, who also directed 
the Lou Gehrig story, “The Pride 
of the Yankees,” once again keeps 
the main accent on the intimate 
domestic side with the baseball 
diamond serving as a recurrent 
background. Stratton’s relation- 
ship with his wife and mother, the 
conflict between his yen to pitch 
and his attachment to his Texas 
farm, and his ultimate conquest 
over a tragic hunting accident are 
integrated with the sport sequences 
into a tri-dimensional personality 
portrait. 

Jimmy Stewart, in one of his 
crispest and most versatile per- 
formances, executes the Stratton 
role with exceptional accuracy. 
Whether as the graceful pitcher on 
the mound or the awkward lad 
romancing his future wife, Stewart 
strikes the right stance at every 
turn. His handling of both bat 
and ball in the closeup shots also 
is beyond cavil. 

Other dominant parts in the 
yarn are carried in_ standout 
fashion by June Allyson, as Strat- 
ton’s wife; Agnes Moorehead, as 
his mother; and Frank Morgan, as 
a ex-ballplaying hobo who scouted 


Stratton in the bush leagues. An 
authentic touch is supplied by 


Jimmy Dykes, playing himself as 
manager of the Chicago White Sox, 
and a flock of other real-life ball- 
players including Bill Dickey and 
Gene Bearden, ail turning in good 
thesping bits. ° 

Opening with Stratton as a part- 
time farmer and pitcher, the yarn’s 
initial half traces his career) 
through his tryout for the White 
Sox, his initial failure in the major 
leagues, the return to the minors ' 
for more experience and his final 
comeback as one of the ace hurlers 
in the American League. 

The second half, dealing with 
the aftermath of Stratton’s leg 
amputation, has a terrific impact. 
Stewart captures the mood of 
hopelessness and self-pitying which 
overwhelms the pitcher, while Miss 
Allyson and Miss Moorehead sensi- 
tively portray the silent torment 
of the womenfolk. Emerging 
from the tragedy, Stratton is shown 
as an indomitable character ready 
to resume his pitching with an 
artificial leg. Film is climaxed by 
a long and effective baseball 
sequence in which Stewart limps 
through a deeply moving exhibi- 
tion of pitching, hitting and field- 
ing to beat a tough opposition 
team. 

Aside from the uniformly first- 
rate handling of the baseball ac- | 
tion, film is technically flawless In 
all departments. Expert lensing, 
smoothly knit editing and a neat 
score round off this four-bagger 
production. Herm. 


Night Unto Night 
Hollywood, April 19. 
Warners release of Owen Crump pro- 
duction. Stars Ronald Reagan, Viveca 
Lindfors; features Broderick Crawford, | 
Rosemary De Camp, Osa Massen. Directed | 
by Don Siegel. Screenplay, Kathryn 
Scola; from the novel by Philip Wylie; 
Camera, Peverell Marley; music, Franz 


Waxman: editor, Thomas Reilly. Trade- 
Shown April 18, °49. Running time. @4 | 
MINS, 

. i AS ee eS Ronald Reagan 
| SR ET eats ..Viveca Lindfors 
Shawn ..............Broderick Crawford 
RR et «+....Rosemary De Camp 
Se RT: ee acs . Osa Massen 
Dr. Poole eS nae Art Baker 
Tony rks VER CkGO RRS Craig Stevens 
Dr. Altheim .......+.:..Erskine Sanford | 


Willa Shawn........... ... Ann Burr | 
Willie Shawn..........Johnny McGovern | 
Josevhine Lillian Yarbo 
Bellbov 6g Pea at soit 5 Ross Ford 
Irving Baton 
..+... Almira Sessions 





“Night Unto Night” ventures into 
a dramatic theme rarely more than 


‘with sex appeal. 
|name is the stronger for snaring 
| ticket 


| nee, 


hinted at on the screen—epilepsy. 
It fails to come off entirely but 
has the elements of appeal to the 
femme ticketbuyer because of an 
embroidery of romantic drama. 
This angle can be exploited and 
some business will result, but the 
boxoffice. going will be spotty. 


Picture’s major strength comes , 


from the performance of Viveca 


Lindfors, but it is not enough to. 


carry the film, nor is her name im- 
portant enough yet to swell the b.o. 
pull in the doubtful situations. She 


projects emotion realistically, and | 


sales but his 
suffers in comparison 
star’s, and lacks depth. 

Plot of the Philip Wylie novel, 
scripted by Kathryn Scola, brings 
together a young man, who has just 
learned he is suffering from epi- 
lepsy, and a woman, still grieving 
over the loss of her husband. The 
meeting is on the east coast of 
Florida, where the man is seeking 
quiet and relaxation and the wom- 
an is dwelling with the memory of 


performance 
to his co- 


her lost love. Companionship 
brings new love, and new prob- 
lems, which are resolved in the 


midst of a raging hurricane. 

Don Siegel’s direction is strained 
and strives too much for dramatic 
effects with the more mechanical 
elements of the production. The 
camera angles, abrupt cuts and 
fadeouts distract from rather than 
heighten the desired mood. Miss 
Lindfors’ sureness, and the ability 
of several other cast members are 
great aids in overcoming the pilot- 
ing. 

Broderick Crawford tops the fea- 
tured players as an artist friend of 
the dramatic couple. His dialog 
contains quite a bit of Wylie philos- 
ophy on life and death, as well as 
some humor, which helps lighten 
the dramatics. Another cast mem- 
ber who aids on that score is Lil- 
lian Yarbo as the epileptic cook. 
Osa Massen fails to jell as a preda- 
tory femme. Rosemary De Camp 
is quietly charming as Crawford's 
wife, Art Baker and Erskine San- 
ford are among others who are 
competent. 

The Owen Crump production was 
made several years ago but held 
back in release. It gives an able 
framework for the story but be- 
eause of the lapse of time, the 
cast’s femmes ‘have been caught 
with their skirts short in this day 
of more leg covering. The hurri- 
cane that brings the story to its cli- 
max is expertly staged and lensed, 
and there’s a roaring music score 
by Franz Waxman to play up the 
dramatics. Brog. 
Make Believe Ballroom 

(MUSICAL) 
Hollywood, April 14. 

Columbia release of Ted Richmond pro- 
duction. Features Jerome Courtland, 
Ruth Warrick, Ron Randel. Virginia 
Welles, Al Jarvis: specialties by Frankie 
Laine, King Cole Trio, Toni Harper, Jack 
Smith, Kay Starr, Sportsmen, Charlie Bar- 
net, Jimmy Dorsey, Jan Garber, Pee Wee 
Hunt, Gene Krupa. Ray McKinley. Di- 
rector. Joseph Santley. Screenplay, Al- 
bert Duffy, Karen DeWolfe; original, Al- 
bert Duffy; based on radio programs of 
Al Jarvis and Martin Block; camera, 
Henry Freulich; song. Al Jarvis, Leon Re- 
Johnny Mercer: editor, Jerome 
Thoms. 
time. 78 MINS. 


Gene Thomas Jerome Courtland 


DN Bs... wdd.ccnesvege vee Ruth Warrick 
Lesile Todd... ...ccecses: Ron Randell 
Josie Marlow............ Virginia Welles 
. C. SRS verre Al Jarvis 
Adele Jergens..........-- Adele Jergens 
George Wilcox........ Paul Harvey 
Jerskin Elliott..........Louis Jean Heydt 
| AP ee Frank Orth 
ER Rr st ae Sid Tomack 
| REA ee Vernon Dent 


Charlie Barnet 
Jimmy Dorsey 
Jan Garber 
Pee Wee Hunt 
Gene Krupa 
Ray McKinley 


Frankie Laine 
King Cole Trio 
Toni Harper 
Jack Smith 
Kay Starr 

The Sportsmen 





Columbia has a solid piece of 
film entertainment in ‘Make Be- 
lieve Ballroom,” a low-budget pic- 
ture in which producer Ted Rich- 
mond has assembled top recording 
artists such as Frankie Laine, King 
Cole Trio. Toni Harper, Jack 


Smith, Kay Starr, The Sportsmen, 


Charlie Barnet, Jimmy Dorsey, 
Jan Garber, Pee Wee Hunt, Gene 
Krupa and Ray McKinley. 
all give out with specialties which 
should please customers who like 
popular music. 

Story has been woven about a 


‘musical quiz show put on by Al 














Sleeping Car to Trieste 

“Sleeping Car to Trieste” 
(Rank), remake of “Rome Ex- 
press,” espionage drama 
staged in a transcontinental 
train, opened at the 60th St. 
Trans - Lux, Saturday (16). 
Film was reviewed in VARIETY 
from London, Oct. 27, 1948, by 
Myro, who regarded it as hav- 
ing little chance “of earning 
more than modest support in 
the American market” due to 
the “lack of names_ and 
originality.” Review also 
noted that film “opens with a 
punch,” but takes too much 
time “in developing the mot- 
ley assortment of characters 
on the train.” Picture re- 
leased in U. S. by Eagle Lion. 


Reviewed April 13, ’49. Running | 


Ronald Reagan’s ‘ 


Miniature Reviews 


“The Stratton Story” 
(Metro). Deeply moving yarn 
starring James Stewart, June 
Allyson; big b.o. 

“Night Unto Night” (WB). 

Romantic drama for femmes 
with Ronald Reagan, Viveca 
Lindfors, Broderick Crawford, 
but spotty b.o. 
‘““Make Believe Ballroom” 
(Musical) (Col). Strong b.o. 
outlook for this disk jockey 
show with top artists. 

“The Lost Tribe” (Col). Ac- 
tion-packed, surefire entertain- 
ment for youthful filmgoers. 

“Shamrock Hill (Musical) 
E-L). Pleasant programmer 
for family trade. 

“That Dangerous Age” (BL). 
Myrna Loy in lIavish, slow 
British-made domestic drama. 

“Death Valley Gunfighter” 
(Rep). Solid Allan “Rocky” 
Lane western fare. 

“Prince of the Plains (Song) 
(Rep). Stock western fare in 
the Monte Hale series. 

“*C’ - Man” (FC). Violent 
actioner about U. S. Customs 
Department: good programer. 

“Search for Danger” (FC). 
Ordinary whodunit which con- 
tinues “The Falcon” series 
without any particular merit. 








Jarvis on his KLAC (Los Angeles) 
disk jockey program. Jerome 
Courtland and Virginia Welles are 
both carhops in a collegiate drive- 
in. Entering the contest, they fall 
in love, have the usual troubles 
and disappointments of young love, 
and finally win the top money 
prize together. There are some 
good human types and comedy sit- 
uations in the yarn. Albert Duffy 
and Karen DeWolfe, who did the 
screenplay, have managed to write 
it so the recording artists appear 
and perform naturally. 

Jack Smith and Toni Harper 
each appear twice. All the others 
are on for one number apiece. 
Frankie Laine and the King Cole 
Trio are the most effective. 

Courtland, as the boy, shows 
promise. He is a tall, awkward 
kid. with excellent timing and 
polish to his acting. Virginia 
Welles is cute as the girl. Ruth 
Warrick turns in a good job as the 
radio press agent and Al Jarvis. 
the Hollywood disk jockey, comes 
over as a nice guy interested in 
giving out with good music. 

Joseph Santley’s direction is first 
rate. Producer Ted Richmond and 
Santley make the whole produc- 
tion hang together coherently and 
logically. Dag. 


The Lost Tribe 


Columbia release of Sam Katzman pro- 
duction. Stars Johnny Weissmuller; fea- 
tures Myrna Dell, Elena Verdugo, Joseph 


swift direction. 


| Producer Sam Katzman wrapped 
ithe film with suitable tropical 
values which Ira H. Morgan cap- 
l|ably lensed. Mischa Bakaleini- 
koff’s score aids in heightening the 
suspense while scripters Arthur 
Hoerl and Don Martin turned out 





;an okay, fanciful screenplay. 


| 


| Moore; 


Gilb. 


Shamrock Hill 
(MUSICAL) 
Hollywood, April 15. 


Eagle Lion release of Vinson-Equity Pic- 





tures (Joseph Levinson) production. Stars 
Peggy tyan, Ray McDonald: features 
Trudy Marshall, Rick Vallin, John Litel 
Produced and directed by Arthur Drei 
fuss. Screenplay. Arthur Hoerl, McElbert 


original, Hoerl; camera, Philip 
Tannura; songs, Robert Bilder, George O 


Walbridge: music, Herschel Gilbert: edi 
} tor, Arthur A. Brooks. Reviewed April 14, 
*49. Running time, 71 MINS. 

Eileen Rogan Peggy Ryan 
Larry Hadden Ray McDonald 
Carol Judson Trudy Marshall 


| Oliver 


Vitale. Directed by William Berke. Screen- | 


play, Arthur Hoerl, Don Martin, from 
story by Hoerl. based unon King Features 
Syndicate strip, “Jungle Jim”; camera. 
Ira H. Morgan: editor, Aaron Stell; musi- 


cal director. Mischa Bakaleinikoff. Trade- | 


shown N. Y., April 14, *49. Running time. 









| Gregory Ratoff production. 


72 MINS. } 
Jungle Jim.......... Johnny Weissmuller 
re rr a Myrna Dell 
a Pee Elena Verdugo | 
Calhoun Fi ee Joseph Vitale 
| Cepeeee Baws. <..cecccces Ralph Dunn. 
+s. atone. ys ee Paul Marion 
Zoron ae Nelson Leigh 
, | Bg ee George J. Lewis 
oo rs ad ...Gil Perkins 
Cubem...... .. George DeNormand 
Eckle eee Wally West 
Lerch .. Rube Schaffer 
“The Lost Tribe’ is an action- 


packed entry that will prove sure- 
fire entertainment for youthful 
filmgoers. Based upon the King 
Features strip. “Jungle Jim,” the 
picture should have a ready-made 


audience to draw upon from the 
comic’s readers. 
Weissmuller, the erstwhile “Tar- 
zan,” lends itself as a marquee lure 
for exhibitors. 


Offsetting the juvenile qualities 


_of the yarn are a variety of perils 


They | 


inserted in the plot that generates 
well sustained suspense. Story 
concerns the efforts of the inhabi- 


‘tants of a city hidden in the Afri- 


lous white men who covet 


can wilds to repel some unscrupu- 
its 
riches. As “Jungle Jim,’ Weiss- 
muller helps drive off the invad- 
ers. 

In the process of giving the 
heave-ho to bad men Joseph Vi- 
tale and Ralph Dunn, Weismuller 
dispatches a lion in hand-to-hand 
combat, knives a couple sharks and 
shines in several other feats of 
derring-do. Constant seesaw of 


'the upper hand from the villains 


to Weissmuller is remindful of the 
episodes of oldtime serials. 


Although rather a beefy hero. 
Weissmuller registers satisfactor- 
ily. In contrast to his monosylla- 
bic utterances as “Tarzan.” the 
role of “Jungle Jim” affords him 
the chance to carry on a conver- 
sation which he executes in so-so 
fashion. Myrna Dell, a blonde si- 
ren, and sarong-clad Elena Ver- 
dugo are pleasantly decorative. Vi- 
tale and Dunn are amply sinister 


‘while supporting players are com- 


Name of Johnny | 


Rick Vallin 
John Litel 


Mathews... . 
Ralph Judson 


Grandma Rogan Mary Gordon 
RS ee Tim Ryan 
Michael Rogan.........- * James Burke 
Joey Rogan ........ Lanny Simpson 
Judge Mayer.......... Douglas Wood 
Saree Patsy Bolton 
Doris Barbara Brier 


Officer Merrick “ Tim Graham 


low-budget 


This musical turns 
out okay thanks to good perfor- 
mances by Peggy Ryan and Ray 


McDonald. It should win the fam- 
ily trade in most dual situations. 
Story is a simple one of the faith 


petent under William Berke’s 


Miss Ryan has in leprochauns, She | 


uses an abandoned hill 
to assemble a bunch of kids and 
regale them with fairy tales. Life 
is happy for her until John Litel, 
a small-town financier, acquires 
the land for a television station. 
She claims squatters’ rights for 
the kids, is haled into court and 
finally proves the existence of her 
leprechauns to Litel so that the 
sylvan glade can be used for the 
children. Ray McDonald, a young 
radio engineer, helps her with the 
project. 

Miss Ryan has a pleasant flair 
for comic clowning and a warm 
personality. This latter helps her 
with her efforts at singing and 
infuses her expert dancing. Mc- 
Donald scores twice with his solo 
dance numbers. He’ll do all right 
in top feature spots with a little 
more acting experienee. 

Story by Arthur Hoerl and Mc- 
Elbert Moore isn’t all to the good; 
the fantasy turns out awkwardly, 


but Miss Ryan makes it almost 
believable. Direction by Joseph 
Santley is firstrate. “Do You 


Robert Bilder, is the most effective 
of the songs. “‘Madcap Mood,” by 
Bilder and George O. Walbridge, 
proyides a good musical back- 
ground for a dance number by 
Miss Ryan and McDonald. Techni- 
cal work is okay all down the line, 
Dag. 


That Dangerous Age 
(BRITISH) 
London, April 12. 


British Lion release of Londen Films- 
Stars Myrna 
Loy, Roger Livesey, Peggy Cummins, 
Richard Greene. Directed by Ratoff. 
Screenplay by Gene Markey, from play 


property | 


garet Kennedy and Ilya Surgut- 
choff. Central characters are a dis- 
tinguished lawyer and his neg- 
‘lected wife, with the principal sub- 
sidiary characters being the law- 
yer’s daughter (by a former mar- 
riage) and his legal assistant. 
Around these four characters is 
developed an emotional mixup in 
which the wife leaves her lover to 
{murse her sick husband and her 
stepdaughter falls in love with the 
other man. 

| In a hesitant opening, the story 
| creates an air of indecision, and al- 
though the central situation is 
readily established it is done with- 
out feeling and warmth. It isn’t un- 
til the climax, which is staged with 
due dramatic emphasis, that the 
theme gets warmed up to tear- 
jerking finish. 

The entire production is lavishly 
mounted and each succeeding set 
rivals the other for magnificence. 
There are also some delightful se- 
quences shot in Capri which pro- 
vide additional background color. 

Miss Loy, departing from the 
popular light comedy role, proves 
her versatility and handles her 
dramatic part with polish and sin- 
cerity. Roger Livesey has a made- 
to-measure part as the heavy-hand- 
ed husband who learns the hard 
way how to keep his wife, and the 
juvenile romantic leads are in the 
capable hands ot Peggy Cummins 
and Richard Greene Myro. 


Death Valley Gunfighter 


Hollywood, April 15. 
Republic release of Gordon Kay produc- 


tion. Stars Allan “‘Rocky” Lane. Directed 
by R. G. Springsteen Screenplay, Bob 
Williams; camera, Ernest Miller: editor, 
Arthur Roberts. Previewed April 12, ’49. 
Running time, 60 MINS. 

Allan ‘Rocky’ Lane... Allan “Rocky” Lane 
Nugget Clark.......... Eddy Waller 
Shad Booth Jim Nolan 
Trudy Clark.. Gail Davis 
Sheriff Keith Ames William A. Henry 
Vinson McKnight Harry Harvey 
Tony Richards Mauritz Hugo 
Sam <eeae George Chesebro 
Lester Forrest Taylor 
George , or George H. Lloyd 
Snake Richards Lane Bradford 
} 


: a a : |; dy Waller. 
Believe,” with words and music by ' 


“Death Valley Gunfighter” is 
strong action oater for the western 
market. The Allan “Rocky” Lane 
series is the most’ consistent 
straight western fare to hit the 
market and this latest is no excep- 
tion. Fast moving, well plotted 
and spotted with the kind of spec- 
tacular stunts that the western fan 
favors, it has everything to please 
Lane’s outdoor following. 

Plot of this one conceias efforts 
of a gang to sieze control of a 
quicksilver mine operated by Ed- 
Latter is a stubborn 
cuss who refuses the assistance of 
the law, represented by William 
A. Henry as a young sheriff. Henry 
secretly calls in Lane to take’a job 
with Waller so that the crooks can 
be caught at their dirty work. 
Lane takes over in forthright style, 
slinging his guns and fists with ac- 
curacy to bring the Bob Williams 
original script to a slambang finale. 

Waller and Henry are excellent 


in their respective roles and others 


in the cast add strong support to 
making this better than the usual 
galloper. Jim Nolan does a good 


‘villain, Gail Davis is the heroine, 


“Autumn” by Margaret Kennedy and Ilya | 


Surgutchoff. Camera, Georges Perinal. 
Denys Coop; editor, G. Turney-Smith; 
music, Mischa Spoliansky. At Rialto, Lon- 
don, April 12, ’49. Running time, 98 MINS. 
Lady Brooke ..... cKin es <ce Beeet 
Sir Brian Brooke, K. C... Roger Livesey 
Monica Brooke 


|! Michael Barclaigh........ Richard Greene 
Lady Sybil ......% beset Elizabeth Allan 
Eis ROVER. cctbeeeuces Gerard Heinz 
PU sis isc cca teheesus Jean Cadell 
DED. i o's sc eeeeebed G. H. Mulcaster 
May Drummond....... .Margaret Withers 
PROSROUSOT ...... coreces Ronald Adam 
ee Wilfrid Hyde-White 
fe eee Henry Caine 
MET 28. 5 vs cr deens Patrick Waddington 
Ameen Came... .csciccnvis Edith Sharpe 
i er es rarer George Curzon 
; eee. Poe Phyllis Stanley 


George Drummond.....- Robert Atkins 


Gr Daphne Arthur 
S.-i ob ewe. dale os ob pee Martin Case 
Arnold Cane .........-s+++. Barry Jones 





Peggy Cummins Kay’s production guidance dresses 


while Harry Harvey, crooked bank- 
er, Mauritz Hugo, Lane Bradford 
and others help out on Nolan’s 
dirty work. 


R. G. Springsteen's direction 


_keeps the footage moving at a fast 


gallop all the way and Gordon 


_the film properly for its market. 


A big cast and opulent staging | 


new British production and will 


‘are the two major assets of this | 


play a prominent part in determin- | 


ing the appeal of this film. Plot is 
handicapped by uncertain treat- 
ment and the emotional theme is 
not developed until the final stages. 
In consequence, Yank exhibs will 
have to rely mainly on the appeal 
of Myrna Ley to attract the paying 
customers. 

“That Dangerous Age” is based 
on the play “Autumn,” by Mar- 


comeeemneda 











Caravan 

“Caravan” (Rank), 
opens today (Wed.) at .the 
Beacon, N.Y., was reviewed 
in Variety from London, April 
17, 1946, by Talb, who ap- 
-praised film as looking “solid 
for the U.S. market.” Review 
noted script as piling up one 
melodramatic situation on an- 
other, but added, “strong di- 
rection, brilliant individual 
performances and production 
values far above the usual run 
of British films are enough to 
offset this type of plot.” 
Stewart Granger has the lead. 


which 


| the bank, to take over. 


Lensing by Ernest Miller is very 
good and Arthur Roberts’ editing 
is tight. Vine. 





Prinee of the Plains 
(SONG) 
Hollywood, April 15. 
Republic release of Melville Tucker pro- 
duction. Stars Monte Hale: features Paul 
Hurst, Shirley Davis. Directed by Phili 
Ford. Screenplay, Louise Rousseau, AL 
bert DeMond; camera, Bud Thackery; edi- 
tor, Richard L. Van Enger. Previewed 
April 13, *49. Running time, 60 MINS. 
Bat Masterson Monte Hale 


Sheriff Hank Hartley...... Paul Hurst 
Julie Phillips..... «-.se.... Shirley Davis 
PE a SCS eb AG be 0-6 0.0 « Roy Barcroft 
James Taylor........... Rory Mallinson 
Es <6 mes 06 oe | Harry Lauter 
Ree rer ee Lane Bradford 


Sam Phillips... MGB Pre George Carleton 

“Prince of the Plains” is a stock 
Monte Hale western with sufficient 
standard action and chases to fulfill 
release demands, but no more. 
There’s less prairie crooning than 
in previous Hale oaters and the 
footage is black-and-white, instead 
of Republic’s Trucolor. 

Hale portrays a young Bat Mas- 


| terson in the fictional events that 
|; are supposed to have influenced 


the character to“become a western 


| law man. Plot uses a lot of dialog 
| to tell its story, never an advan- 


tage in a western, and unfoldment 
has its slow spots. Skullduggery 
concerns efforts of .the town’s 
photographer and stockholder in 
He’s killed 
the banker, tries to kill his son 


, and Hale enters the scene by doing 


| some investigating of the death of 
| his own father some time back—by 
, the same crooks. 
Stock treatment involves a dumb 
(Continued on page 18) 






































12 VARIETY Wednesday, April 20, 1949 

TULSA... : 

"BOX-OFFICE, BUT DEFINITELY!" — Motion Picture Daily ..."GIVES AUDIENCES THEIR MONEY’S WORTH ; 

— EVERY CENT OF IT!" —Film Daily . . ."CROWD-PLEASER FROM THE WORD GO!" — Film Bulletin : 
TULSA .. | 





"POTENT PIECE OF SCREEN MERCHANDISE!" — Harrison’s Reports... "BIG-TIME PRODUCTION, 
ROARING WITH ACTION. TERRIFYINGLY REAL— EXPLOITATION NATURAL!" — Motion Picture Herald 


TULSA. ... 


"TREMENDOUS EYE-FILLING SPECTACLE — TOP ENTERTAINMENT!" —Hollywood Reporter 
"A BOX-OFFICE WINNER IN EPIC WANGER TRADITION!" —Boxoffice . . . . HIGHLY ENTERTAINING 
—G00D MERCHANDISE— DASH AND FLASH— BETTER ENTERTAINMENT!"— the Exhibitor 


TULSA. ... 


“JUST THE THING TO ATTRACT TICKET BUYERS!" —Variety . . . "WOULD PLAY THIS PICTURE AT 
ANY OF OUR HOUSES. SPECTACULAR SCENES, ACTION GALORE, TECHNICOLOR!" —The independent 
"BOX-OFFICE GUSHER— TOP-NOTCH COMMERCIAL!" — Daily Variety ... "PLENTY OF THRILLS FOR 
EVERY SPECTATOR. HEALTHY GROSSER AT THE BOX-OFFICE!" —showman’s Trade Review 



















WALTER WANGER resents 
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Starring 


SUSAN HAYWARD - ROBERT PRESTON 


Pedro ARMENDARIZ «it. Chill Wills- ‘Lloyd Gough - Edward Begley 


Producec :» WALTER WANGER * Directed by STUART HEISLER 
Associate Producer EDWARD LASKER * Screenplay by FRANK NUGENT and CURTIS KENYON 
Suggested by a Story by RICHARD WORMSER * An EAGLE LION FILMS Release 
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Aussie Radio Revise Due Under 
Flanning-Ogilvy-Osborne Regine 


Sydney, April 19. 
Aussie commercial radio is get- 
ting set for a complete cleanup 
within the next few weeks, as the 
new government radio board takes 


office under the chairmanship of. 


L. B. Flanning and associate execs 
Clive Ogilvy and R. G. Osborne. 
It’s understood the board will seek 
to cut down commercials, give- 
away shows and over-boosting of 
patent medicines for more re- 
ligious broadcasts and news pro- 
grams. : 

Commercial stations, which 
grossed about $9,000,000 last year, 
contend that most of the radio 
board’s impending reforms have 
been accomplished by the broad- 
casters themselves. They have al- 
ready limited total commercial 
wordage on a 15-minute show to 
300 words. Giveaways shows have 
been dampened by the prohibition 
of the use of brand names other 
than the bankroller on commercial 
programs. 


Board chairman Flanning was a; 


one-time postal official while 
Ogilvy managed a rural station 
and Osborne was attached to an 
Aussie university. As a_ result, 
trio has had little actual experi- 
ence in broadcast operations. 

Some observers claim that com- 
mercial radio, which shares the 
Aussie airlanes with the govern- 
ment channel, will be nationalized 
under the Labor government. The 
national, non-commercial stations 
in the zone are already, of course, 
under governmental control, with a 
$3 tax per receiving set going to 
finance operations. There are cur- 
rently 4,000 people employed in 
commercial radio with $6,000,000 
per annum paid in salaries, artists 
fees, recordings and rentals. 





‘Brigadoon, ‘Dark Moon, 
2 U.S. Dramatic Entries, 
In Warm London Greeting 


London, April 19. 

Lavishly produced by Prince 
Littler, “Brigadoon,” American 
musical fantasy, opened auspici- 
ously Thursday (14) at His Majes- 
ty’s. Import drew an enthusiastic 
reception, but press reaction, 
though favorable, was cagey. Amer- 
icans Philip Hanna and Hiram 
Sherman were warmly welcomed, 
while the performance of James 
Jamieson, both for his dancing as 
well as a dramatic interpretation 
of a rejected lover, was praised. 
Other standouts include Noel Gor- 
don, superlative in a comedy role, 
and Patricia Hughes, tunefully at- 
tractive as the femme lead. 

Production is aided by Robert 
Lewis’ impeccable staging and gets 
a lift from Jamieson’s deft direc- 
tion of the dances. Local produc- 
tion, it's understood, is superior 
in many respects to the Broadway 
version. But lacking marquee 
names and dynamic personalities. 
it’s problematical that the show 
will altain the popularity of either 
“Oklahoma!” or “Annie Get Your 
Gun.” 

Other week’s preem was another 
U. S. play, “Dark of the Moon,” 
at the Ambassadors, Tuesday (12). 


A commendable production, the 
play was transferred from the 
Lyric, Hammersmith, and should 


attract specialized audiences for a 
profitable run at this small house. 
Portraying the witchboy. William 


Sylvesters repeats his initial suc- | 


cess. Peter Brooks staged. 





New Brit. Pix Tycoen Sets 
$2,000,000 8-Film Poem. 


London, Aprii 12. 

Newcomer to British film biz is 
Jack Bartholomew, real estate 
financier, who has bought into the 
old-established independent  dis- 
tributing outfit. Butchers 
Service, and its associated compa- 
nies, Nettlefold Studios and Net- 
tlefold Films. Fred W. Baker, who 
has steered Butchers through the 
past 40 years, goes into semi-retire- 
ment but retains a seat on the 
board and has been made chair- 
man of the company. 
_ Under the Bartholomew admin- 
istration the group is launching 
a program of eight pix, with a 
total budget in the neighborhood 
of $2.000,000. 


2 
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Moffat, Clark Due in N.Y. 


For Warner, Mono Confab 


London, April 19. 

William Moffat, managing direc- 
tor of Associated British Pathe, 
will sail on the Queen Elizabeth 
April 21 for New York confabs 
with Monogram execs Steve Broi- 
dy, Scott Dunlap and Norman 
Ritchey on production and _ dis- 
tribution plans for Associated 
British-Monogram pix. 

Also sailing is Robert Clark, 
production chief of the Associated 
British Pictures Corp., who'll con- 
fer in N. Y. with Warner Bros. 
exec Sam Schneider, Stewart Mac- 
Donald and Wolfe Cohen. 





Famous Players Netted 
$4,303,581 in ’48 Despite 


Increased Operating Costs 
Toronto, April 19. 

While operating costs increased 

since the previous year, boxoffice 


gross of Famous Players (Cana- 
dian) Corp. for 1948 was higher, 


according to the 29th annual re- 
port of the company. Net earn- 
ings totalled $4,303,581, a slight 


decrease over the previous year’s 
$4,382,436. This was explained by 
J. J. Fitzgibbons, FPC president, 
as arising from increased costs of 
operating unaccompanied by in- 
creased admission prices to offset. 
(Ticket tariffs have increased less 
than 25°° in FPC houses since 
1940). 

Net profits for 1948 were $3,286,- 
264, as compared with $3,156,446 for 
the previous year. Share profits 
were higher at $1.89 as against 
$1.81 for 47. Apart from heavy 


| expenditures (Famous built 13 new 


theatres; modernized five existing 
houses, and acquired four drive- 


|ins), this outlay of $3,200,000 was 


Film| 


j also do a couple of radio shots. 


entirely paid for out of current 
earnings and working capital, said 
Fitzgibbons. Other theatres, on 
sites already acquired, are to be 
immediately constructed. 

With the ratio of current assets 
to current liabilities better than 
seven-to-one, the financial position 
remains strong. Consolidated bal- 
ance sheet shows current assets of 
$7,287,083 and current liabilities 
of $970,671, leaving a net working 
capital of $6,316,412. The high 
20% amusement tax was rapped by 
Fitzgibbons as a heavy and unrea- 
‘sonable burden on Canadian the- 
atregoers, particularly when it was 
remembered that this was estab- 
lished as a wartime measure only. 
Fitzgibbons’ argument was that 
films should not fall within the 
“luxury category” nor be “singled 
out: for special forms of taxes.” 


CLAUDEL LEADS PARIS 
LEGITS WITH 3 ENTRIES 


Paris, April 12. 

Paul Claudel, ambassador-play- 
wright, has three plays running in 
Paris, “Pain Dur” at the Atelier, 
“Partage de Mimi” at Marigny, 
and “Soulier de Satin’ at the 
Francaise. He is now 82, and wasn’t 
known as a popular p!aywright un- 
til recently. 

Runnerup is Jean de Letraz, 
who has “Voyage a Trois” at his 





Palais Roval and “Nous Avons 
Tous Fait la Meme Chose” at the 
Potiniere. 


| Due to Letraz’s friendship with 
| Leon Benoit Deutsch, producer of 
“Petite Hutte” at the Nouveautes, 
Letraz is not pressing his plagiar- 
ism suit against Andre Roussin, | 
author of ‘Hutte.’ which has been 
now running two years there. He 
lis satisfied with keeping it on the 
roster of the court until such time 
as the play will have folded, when 
he will collect if awarded a deci- 
sion. 





Chevalier for Aussie? | 


Sydney, April 12 

The Fullers bave made a bid to 
Maurice Chevalier’ for a tour of 
Australia late this vear. A. Ben 
Fuller, son of Sir Ben, is currently 
in Paris on a talent quest, and is 
dickering with the singer. 

Chevalier would give a one-man 
show in town halls and theatres 
under Fuller control, and might 


i 


King George’s Leg Causes 


Command Theatre Switch 


London, April 19. 

Because of King George’s recent 
leg surgery. the Odeon Marble 
Arch has been chusen as the site 
of the Command Film Perform- 
ance in L.ndon Nov. 17. Theatre 
requires only one step to climb to 
get into the royal box. 


ACT Asks Nat'l Planning on Brit. Pix: 
Shameful Sellout to America Cited 


| 


The King has definitely agreed | 


to attend the showing. Last Com- 


‘mand Performance was held at the 


Empire. 


S. African Exhib 


Sues on Korda Pix 


Cape Town, April 12. 

Release of Sir Alexander Korda’s 
films in South Africa was the sub- 
ject of a court action in the su- 
preme court, Johannesburg, last 
week. Caravan Cinemas sought an 
injunction against London Film 
Productions, restraining them from 
allowing African Consolidated 
Films 





| 
| 


| 


and African Consolidated | 


Theatres, to show any of their films | 


pending an action against London 
Films over a disputed agreement. 

Gedilia Rubinstein, managing di- 
rector of Caravan Cinemas, claims 
that London Films’ representative 
in South Africa, Col. A. V. Steven- 
son, suggested alterations to the 
Victory Cinema, Orange Grove, Jo- 
hannesburg, to make it suitable as 
a first release house. After these 
were carried out at a cost of $32,- 
000, he alleges, an agreement was 
entered into with London Films. 

Two films were delivered to 
Caravan Films, “A Man About the 
House” and “Night Beat.’ and the 
first was shown at the cinema Dec. 
20, 1948. Petitioner further alleges 
that Korda sent him his congratu- 
lations and emphasized that Lon- 
don Films did not wish to be tied 
up with African Theatres. 

On Jan. 27 Rubinstein received 
a letter from London Films re- 
pudiating the existence of any 
agreement. At the same time, Af- 
rican Theatres commenced exhibit- 
ing “A Man About the House.” 

Counter affidavits filed by Col. 
Stevenson and Sir Henry Cunyng- 
hame, a director of London Films, 
denied that Col. Stevenson was em- 
powered to enter into major con- 
tracts, and that no such contract 
was entered into. Korda, in his 
affidavit, said that he did not state 
that he had no wish to be tied up 
with African Consolidated The- 
atres. He informed Rubinstein 
that London Films could not afford 
to be tied up with a single subur- 
ban cinema on the outskirts of Jo- 
hannesburg. Judgment was _ re- 
served. 


Dunham Wows Rome 


Rome, April 12. 


Dunham = and_ her 
“Caribbean Rhapsody” company 
Stayed two days longer’ than 
planned at Rome's Valle theatre 
because of the demand. Tickets 
for two more weeks could have 
been sold easily. but Miss Dunham 
had all future time booked for 
Naples, Turin and Milan in Italy, 
besides other countries in Europe. 

Top price of $5 for “Rhapsody” 
was an all-time Roman high for a 
show of this type. 





Katherine 








Current London Shows 


Lendon,. April 19. 
“Adv. Story,” James (5). 
“Annie Get Gun,” Col’s’m (98), 
“Bless the Bride,”’ Adelphi (104). 
“Brigadoon,” Majesty (1). 
“Belinda Fair.” (4). 
“Carissima,” Palace (57). 
“Daphne,” Wynd. (4). 
“Dark of Moon,” Ambassador (1). 
“Edward, My Son,” Lyric (99). 
“Foolish Gent’w'n,” Duch. (8). 
“Happiest Days,’ Apollo (56). 
“Harvey,” Wales (16). 
“Heiress,” Haymarket (12). 


“High Button Shoes,” Hipp. (18). | 


“Human Touch,” Savoy (10). 
“Kid From Strat.,” Wint. (29). 
“Latin Qt. Revue,” Casino (5). 
“Miss Mabel,” Strand (21). 
“Oklahoma!” Drury Lane (103). 
“One Wi'd Oat,” Garrick (20). 
“Oranges & Lemons.” Globe (12). 
“Queen Came By,” York (4). 
“September Tide,” Ald. (19). 
“Summer in Dec.,”” Comedy (4). 
“Together Again,” Vic. Pal (106). 
“Woman's Place,” Vaude (4). 





Ben Henry, Jno. Marshall 
U’s Reps Bound for. U.S. 


Brace of Universal's foreign 
dept. reps are heading for the 
U. S. for homeoffice visits. Ben 


Henry. U's London chief, is sched- 
uled to sail for New York aboard 
the Queen Mary April 28. Henry, 
accompanied by his wife, arrives 
May 2 for a 2-3 week stay 

John Marshall, company’s su- 
pervisor in Belgium and the Scan- 
dinavian countries, arrives’ in 
Gotham this week for a 5-6 week 
visit Marshall’s journey is the 
usual U. S. visit granted U’s for- 
eign dept. execs bi-annually. 





New Grind Policy In 
Argent. Theatres Pays 
Off on Initial Test 


Buenos Aires, April 9. 

Although on the first weekend 
of teeing off with its new continu- 
ous system of exploitation, the 
chain of firstrun pix houses con- 
trolled by Central Cinematografica 
(Lautaret and Cavallo) group in 
here, got off to a fine grossing 
Start. 

The exceptional results, which 
ran around $8,600 at the Gian Rex 
in one day, may stem from popu- 
larity of “Mr. Blandings Builds His 
Dream House” (RKO), which looks 
to rival “Sitting Pretty.” Para- 
mount has “The Perils of Pauline” 
slated to go in the Rex, April 14, 
after many postponements, but it 
looks as though “Mr. Blandings” 
will hold at least until after Easter. 

The Lococo chain, which controls 
the Opera and Ideal, near the Rex, 
as well as the Premier, Metropoli- 
tan, and a whole string of lesser 
theatres, plans continuing the old 
system of exploitation, viz: two 
bills a day on weekdays and three 
on weekends, selling unnumbered 
seats except in the more expensive 
locations. It is still too early to 
tell which setup the public likes 
best since last weekend the Opera 
was still showing a locally pro- 
duced picture, “March of Tri- 
umph.” 


DEAL ON TO REOPEN 
SHEPHERDS BUSH 


London, April 12. 
Negotiations are under way for 
the reopcning of the Shepherds 
Bush studios, shuttered recently as 
a result of the latest streamlining 





| of production by the Rank Organi- 
| zation. 


Manchester theatre owner Harry 
Buxton is understood to be leading 
a syndicate which is currently 
talking a deal with Rank and is 
reported to have received assur- 
ances of distribution. 

Finalization will depend = on 
financial support and overtures are 
already being made by the Buxton 
syndicate to the National Film 
Finance Corp. 


‘Rope,’ ‘Sky’ in Scandinavia 
Bans; ‘Ermine’ Riles India 


Stockholm, April 12. 
Warner’s “Rope” has been 
banned by the Swedish censorship 
board due to its plot, which was 
described as too brutal and hard 
for the Swedes. 





Reports from Oslo claim the 
banning of Fox's “Yellow Sky” by 
the Statens Filmkontroll (Nor- 


wegian censorship) during Febru- 
ary. 





No Bengal Lancing 
Madras. April 12. 


Fox’s “The Lady in Ermine,” 
though banned in Bombay. has 


been passed by Bengal censors and 
opened at the Elphinstone, Madras. 





Parisian Heatwave 


Paris, April 19. 
A heatwave over the three-day 
Easier holiday weekend caused an 
unprecedented exodus of 2,000,000 
Parisians from the city, while 200.- 


| 000 tourists crowded into Paris. 


Topshelf restaurants are quiet, 
but the racetracks and niteries are 
jammed. The best hotels are 
booked solid through May and 


“Worm’s View,” Whitehall (104). | June. 


London, April 12. 

With the current production 
crisis as the dominating factor, the 
annual meeting of the Assn. of 
Cine Technicians adopted an 
emergency action resolution spon- 
sored by its general council in 
which the government was urged 
to secure, by national planning, 
greater stability and more adequate 
service to British films 


During the discussion on this 
and other crisis resolutions. the 
emphasis was always placed on 
alleged exhibitor preference for 


Yank product and theatre owners 
were accused by union executives 
of projudice against native prod- 
uce. 

Point of view of the technicians 
was summed up by general council 
member Sidney Cole, producer- 
director at Ealing Studios, who de- 
clared that if exhibs could get 52 
Danny Kaye pix a year they would 
say “to hell with British films.” 

Conference, however, was also 
in a self-critical mood and Peter 
Scott of Denham Studios was ac- 
claimed when he frankly admitted 
that the trouble was largely due 
to the fact that British films were 
not as good today as they were two 
years ago. 

Suggestions that the unions 
should advocate and agitate for 
nationalization were turned down 
and leading Communist Ivor Mon- 
tagu, associate producer at Ealing 
Studios, said the issue was not one 
of nationalization but de-national- 
ization. 

Many spokesmen- emphasized 
that the conflict with Hollywood 
would be emerging during the 
coming year, and one speaker re- 
ferred to a “shameful sellout by 
the government to America.” 





Laxity of Brit. Distribs 


On Outright U. S. Pix Buys 


Riles American Film Men 

Failure of some British distribu- 
tors to submit monthly billing re- 
ports on American product sold 
outright to them, has upset U. S. 
independent film men, according 
to Walter Bibo, head of Excelsior 
Pictures, indie distributing and ex- 
porting outfit. Terms of the 
Anglo-American Films agreement 
provides $17,000,000 to be paid the 
U. S. industry, plus’ whatever 
British pictures earn in America. 
jut distribution of these dollars, 
Bibo pointed out, is based in pro- 
portion to the business” each 
American firm did in Britain prior 
to the accord. 

Thus if a British distrib bought 
an American film outright for 
1,000 vounds but failed to provide 
its seller with monthly billing re- 
ports subsequent to the purchase, 
the U. S. film firm would have no 
proof as to the extent of its busi- 
ness that it could present to the 
Board of Trade. Approval must 
be secured from the BOT before 
any pound accounts can be con- 
verted into dollars 

Bibo, who planed to London 
Sunday (17) in an effort to clarify 
this situation, said that he person- 
ally has had a fairly large sum 
tied up in Britain since November 
due to the negligence of British 
distribs in filing monthly billings. 
As a remedy, he proposes that in 
any future deals the submission 
of billings be required under the 
purchase contract. He plans to 
return to New York in about three 
weeks. 


Strikebound Rank 
Studios Set to Resume 


London, April 19. 


Strikebound for more than a 
week, J. Arthur Rank’s Denham 
and Pinewood studios are sched- 
uled to resume production tomor- 
row (Wed.) after the Labor Minis- 
try intervened to arbitrate an elec- 
tricians’ dispute. At the height of 
the mixup, some 2.000 workers at 
both plants were idle. 

Muddle arose April 8 when some 
47 electricians quit at Denham to 
protest a proposed transfer of an 
Electrical Trades Union official to 
Shepherds Bush. Walkout was 
immediately followed by a sym- 
pathy strike at Pinewood and the 
management countered with mass 
dismissal notices. With the tangle 
now under arbitration, the notices 
have been rescinded. 
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aradoxically, 20th-Fox Statement 
Shows Major Dip on Theatres End 





While 20th-Fox’s financial report? 
for 1948 was no surprise to the in- 
dustry, since its $12,509,265 earn- 
ings had already been aired in a 
preliminary estimate, disclosure of | 
the year’s effect on distribution and | 
theatre revenues, separately listed, 
caused considerable eyebrow-rais- 
ing. The breakdown, unprece- | 
dented in itself because those | 
figures are generally blanketed by 
consolidated returns, surprisingly 
demonstrated that 20th’s minot 
profit decline for the year was al- 
most completely due to a large 
loss in theatre profits. 

To account for a dip in the net 
of $1.494.375. and of $8,010,640 in 
the gross. statement of president 
Spyros Skouras showed that the- 
atre receipts slid by $9,444,090. 
Worldwide film rentals during the 
same stanza were only off $1,535,- 
000. In short, the exhibition take, 
generally regarded as a major’s 
ballast in stormy days, was the 
weak spot in 20th’s profit-garnering 
activities. 

In a further analysis, Skouras 
said that company’s distrib dip 
amounted to $1,669,000 dcmestic- 
ally without disclosing total U. S. 
rentals while overseas rentals im- 
proved by $134,000. These over- 
seas revenues totaNed $30,044.157 
in ‘48 in snite of a drop of $2,000.- 
000 from Britain caused by quota 
restrictions. As for actual dollar 
remittances from abroad, total was 
$15,000,000 campared to $18.000,- 
000 in °47. 

To offset accumulating frozen 
currency, Skouras disclosed that 
expenditures of foreign coin were 
increased $3,000,000 last year and 
$2,000.000 in °47. Funds were paid 


for film production, story  pur- 
chases and the like. 

On this seore, 20th now owns 
completely or in part some 484 
theatres overseas, Skouras_ snid. 


He disclosed that the company has 
expended 96.000 pounds to buitd 
its interest in the Amalgamated 
Theatres of New Zealand trom 
50° to 75%. Company also ex- 
pended 70,000 pounds in acquiring 
a new house in South Africa. 

Varying overseas theatre inter- 
ests are represented by 264 Gau- 
mont-British theatres; 168 Hoyts 
circuit ‘Australia) houses; 44 in 
the Amalgamated chain; three in 
South Africa; two in Chile; and 
one apiece in Egypt, Holland and 
Colombia. 





Brooklyn Par’s Letouts 
Ires N.Y. Theatre’s Ops 


Following discharge of two 
boothmen at the Brooklyn Para- 
mount last weekend, projectionists | 
Local 306 has pulled out its men 
from that house and the Broadway 
Paramount in conjuction with a 
continuous picket line in front of 
both theatres. Robert Weitman, 
managing director of the two Par 
showcases, said the men were dis- 
charged for “incompetence” but 
the union countered with charges 
of “lockout” for reasons of union 
activity. Non-affiliated indie union 
operators are currently manning 
the booths, 

On Sunday night (18), four 306 
members were arrested on a 
charge of “disorderly conduct” 
while picketing the Times Scunre 
house. They were paroled in 
custody of their lawyer for a hear- 
ing May 3 in mid-Manhattan Court 
Meantime. it’s understood — that 
Richard F. Walsh, prez of the In- 
ternational Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees which is the 
local’s parent body, will step into 
the dispute via top level talks with 
Par’s management in an effort to 
bring a quick settlement. 


Metro’s ‘Edward’ After 

‘Stratton’ at Music Hall 

Metro is geiting the next two 
pictures into the Musie Hall, N. 
“Edward, My Son,” being set to 
follow “Stratton Story.” Latter 
goes in early in May, following 
“Connecticut Yankee,” incumbent. 

Music Hall now is looking at 
virtually all major product, having 
recently given 0.0. to some Warner 
Bros. pictures and likely will take 
one of them. Although 20th-Fox 
reportedly was miffed because the 
Hall did not run “Letter to Three 
Wives” longer, company is repoit- 
edly now in the mood to offer 
some of its product. 


. 


Armadillo Crashes Gate 
Kansas City, April 19. 

Hugh Siverd, manager of 
Fox-Midwest’s Plaza, deluxe 
subsequent run, figures he has 
seen the ultimate of in-theatre 
pranks when he and Charles 
Strater, patrolman who helps 
in handling evening crowds at 
the theatre, cornered an ar- 
madillo. 

The discovery occurred far 
enough ahead of the evening 
“break” to avoid a real dis- 
turbance. 








RKO's Special 
Selling on 16m 


RKO is working out a new sys- 
tem for the sale of 16m features 
domestically which involves. the 
building up of a special sales force 
devoted exclusively to narrow- 
sauge pix peddling. As a first step 


in the tryout, company has now 
taken on salesmen in the New 
York and Pittsburgh exchange 
areas. Named last week for the 
post in Pittsburgh is Norma El- 
pern, while Arthur Knight has 


been tapped for the N. Y. job. 

Company is the first of the ma- 
jors to attempt creating a special 
staff of 16m salesmen. Hiring of 
personnel for the work will be ex- 
tended to any exchange where it is 
found that the additional revenue 
gained by direct sales methods 
warrants the added overhead. Re- 
portedly, RKO has 20 of the 36 ex- 
changes marked out as potential 
areas. 

Other majors engaged in domes- 
tic distribution have either farmed 
out the features to private dealers 
on franchise or allotted the job as 
a sideline to regular 35m _ sales 
staffers. RKO, like the others, will 
stick to selling the 16m _ product 
basically to shut-ins, institutions 
and schools. In the latter instance, 
films must be shown cuffo to pupils 
and faculty only during regular 
school hours. 

New dept. is under general su- 
pervision of Harry Michaelson, 
prez of RKO-Pathe and shorts sub- 
ject sales chief. Sid Kramer heads 
up the dept. as direct supervisor. 


AFL Council Steps 





Into IA-SPG F ray. Brae ser posed road. 


Hollywood, April 19. 


Hollywood AFL Film Council 
has stepped into IATSE-Screen 
Publicists Guild fray, pitching 


against setting up any unaffiliated 
union or guild in the studios. 
Committee has been appointed to 
back IA-minded flacks in pending 
NLRB election as part of council’s 
resolution to safeguard established 
AFL jurisdiction from any 
organization. Council said “An un- 
affiliated union can result only in 
chaos in the industry.” 


SPG members recently voted to 


disaffiliate from the painters and 
also nixed a charter offer from 
IATSE. Council resolution said 
group will ‘render all possible co- 
operation and active support” to 


AFL publicists in the upcoming. 


election, and authorized committee 


to point out to flacks that an indie | 
union might “cause a lowering of | 


economic standing of all 
cists” 

Named to committee are Roy M. 
Brewer, Council chairman; Pat 
Somerset, Kenneth Thomson, Buck 
Harris, Screen Actors Guild, and 
Ralph Clare, Teamsters. 

Replying to council, SPG issued 
statement through nine-man_ plan- 


publi- 


ning group blaming Roy Brewer 
for all chaos at hand. 
“Whatever chaotic conditions 


exist among publicists today, as al- 
leged in resolution engineered by 
Brewer through council, of which 
he is chairman, were created by 
Brewer himself, not by AFL .. 
or by membership of IATSE.” 





$100.000 Ohio Blaze 
Alliance, O., April 19. 

The Columbia, one of four houses 
in Alliance, O., owned by Marsh 
Theatres, Inc... Cleveland, destroy- 
ed by fire with estimated $100,000 
damage. The 40-year-old theatre 
burned for six hours. 


. ing cited. 


indie | 





1949 Comeback 


Continued from page 3 


| profits dived to below 15%, with 
‘theatres supplying 85° and more 
of the black ink. Recovery is all 
the more important because of the 
-divorcement of theatres looming 
for all companies. 

Warners’ Big Advance 


| Evidence of the recovery was 
| borne out by Warner Bros., for in- 


stance, when the company this 


week filed an estimate of its gross- | 


es for the quarter ended Feb. 26 
‘with the Securities & Exchange 
Commission. Total estimated by 
WB was $36,000,000, which is well 
ahead of the first-quarter take of 
$33,734,000. 

Good part of that gross must 
be attributable to distribution’s 
continuing improvement since the- 
atre biz did not show any substan- 
ltial rally during the sixmonth 
stretch. Since Warners came up 
with a $3,093,000 net for the first 
quarter, it is likely the company 
will show $7,000,000 as its first- 
half returns. As such, it would 
just about equal the comparative 
take of 48 when the company 
netted $7,311,000 -in that six 
months. It would also place War- 
ners in a sound position to better 
its 1948 profits which amounted to 
$11,837,000 


U’s Progress 

Continuing on an upward course 
of improvement, Universal’s cur- 
rent performance is also supply- 
ing ammunition to those maintain- 
ing that distribution is no longer 
the weak sister. Without theatres 
to count on, U is again operating 
consistently in the black. It is re- 
liably reported that the company’s 
second-quarter report, due short- 
ly, will show profits of about $700,- 
000. It the figure is thereabouts, 
U will have wiped out a loss of 
$717,535 taken during the first 12 
weeks of fiscal °49. The loss, in- 


cidentally, represented final liqui- , 


dation of a string of b.o. duds 
which the company released early 
in '48. 

Metro’s report for the first half- 
year of ’49 is also being cited by 
filmites as indicating distribution’s 
real gains. M-G showed an im- 
provement in its net take which 
came to $4,117,117 against 1948’s 
$3,886,745. It was the first tan- 
gible advance actually recorded in 
the net profit column and, con- 
cededly, stemmed from improved 
showing of distribution. Here, 
again, as in U’s case, lower-priced 
negatives brought on the better 
showing in the company’s books. 

As for 20th-Fox, statement of 
president Spyros Skouras to the 
‘effect that the panic is over is be- 
Skouras had been con- 
cerned with distribution’s problem 
| chiefly for the past year and fre- 

figures to demon- 
His optim- 
ism is ascribed to the winning 
battle 20th has waged against the 
cost problem. Annual financial 
report, released this week, which 
showed that distribution’s rally 
was under way last year bears out 
the rosier outlook for the sales 
end. 


Sorrell Asks Congress 
For NLRB Investigation 


Hollywood, April 19. 
Herbert Sorrell. head of the 
Conference of Studio Unions. 
mailed a 99-page brief to Congress 


asking an investigation of the Na-, 


tional Labor Relations Board. 

Brief declares NLRB has been 
slighting appeals by CSU and fa- 
voring the AFL International Al- 
liance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
ployes. 





Screencraft Segueing 


. 

From Reissues Into Prod. 

Active in the reissue field for the 
past eight years, Screencraft Pie- 
tures is moving into production for 
the first time by financing west- 
erns. According to Sereencraft 
head Jack Berkson. his company 
is backing “Riders of the Pony 
Express,” turned out by Kayson 
Productions, and “Calamity Jane 
and the Texan.” now being filmed 
by Ande Lamb Productions. 

Deal with Kavyson calls for 
Screencraft to handle worldwide 
distribution of “Express” with op- 
tions on three other future pix. 
Producing company is headed by 
Richard Kay, formerly a = super- 
visor with Pine-Thomas. Follow- 
ing “Jane.”” Lamb will roll “Road 
Patrol.” a motorcycle police yarn 
with Jimmy Ellison and Evelyn 
| Ankers as the leads. 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


| 


Direct pressure from anti-Communist church groups was said to be 
‘responsible for 20th-Fox’s action last week in shelving “The Journey 


|of Simon McKeever.” Screen rights to the book, to be publisheq 


} 


‘shortly, had been purchased by the studio the previous week for 
' $35,000. Church objection was to Albert Maltz, the author, who wags 


one of the “Hollywood 10” cited for contempt by the House Un. 
American Activities Committee in 1947. Book itself has no politica} 
,or ideological implications, being a gentle fantasy, somewhat in the 


nature of “Miracle on 34th Street.” 


Despite the Fox decision, Maltz isn’t directly hurt, since he has the 
$35,000. However, 20th’s action in announcing the shelving may make 


it all but impossible for any of “the 10” to sell other material. It was 
thought that Fox, in buying the Maltz property, had partially offset 


the cloud against pecdling their yarns (at least under their own 


names). 


Execs at 20th figured discretion the better part of valor in abandon. 
ing “McKeever” when they were threatened with picketing and per. 


haps boycott. 


Walt Disney has no intention of trimming his Oscar-winning docy- 


mentary, “Seal 


Island,” despite difficulties anticipated by 
selling the 27-minute picture to exhibs. 


RKO in 
Although the length is aq. 


mittedly awkward for most programs, RKO is hoping that the Techni- 
color subject will find bookings with extra-brief duals or with longer- 


than-usual single features. 


Plans are now being made for sending the pic, on .which a Disney 
crew spent almost a year in Alaska, into release shortly. It’s only date 
so far was in Los Angeles to qualify it as an Academy award contender. 

“Seal Island” is the initialer in a Disney True Life Adventure series, 
Second, now being edited, is “The Amazing Beaver,” made in northern 
Idaho. Pix have no humans, but will include some brief animated scenes 
if necessary to adequately explain any of the wonders of nature. 


Non-commercial documentary on the growth and standards of the 


American patent medicine industry, 


“For Us the Living,” was preemed 


last week at National Press Club in Washington for an invitation au- 
dience including members of Congress, Federal Trade Commission, 
Food and Drug Administration, leaders of the Proprietary Associa- 


tion of America, and the press. 
It marks the first time the 


medicine manufacturers 


have gone in 


for films to tell their story to the country. Picture was produced by 
William J. Ganz with considerable government assistance. 


Lucille Sullivan, assistant to Metro's eastern story editor, Olin Clark, 
got caught in the economy crusher last week. She was the first person 
to be let out in the department since the entire play division was 


scratched about three years ago. 


Miss Sullivan had been with Metro for about 15 years. Her secretary 


also left. 


New cuts mean that 20th-Fox’s is the only eastern story 


department that has not been slashed during the economy wave that 
has engulfed the industry during the past 18 months. 


Ardis Smith, who scribed RKO-Pathe’s short series, “This Is Amer- 


ica,” joined the Princeton Film Center's writing staff. 


His first assign- 


ment in his new post will be preparation of a script describing advances 


Venezuelans are making in their public health program. 


PFC, inci- 


dentally, is stepping up its production of non-theatrical films and is 
also taking a more active hand in films for television. 


John Wayne did a right-about-face and denied his own story, to the 


effect that he would draw 10% 
pictures made by Warners. 


of the gross on any reissues of his 














Starting Jan. 1, 1951, MPEA will 
be out altogether. 

Three-year licensing agreement 
which each of the 10 member dis- 
tribs has with MPEA would have 
expired next Aug. 1. They have 
been in violent discussions for 
months regarding the future, with 
Metro the ieader in a move to ditch 
co-op selling and_ distribution. 
Loew’s International prexy, Arthur 
Loew, is anxious to return'to com- 
petitive operation as quickly as 
possible, despite the fact that coin 
is frozen in the occupied areas and 
promises to be so for a long time. 
All that distribs are getting out 
now is print costs. 

Other companies wanted to con- 
tinue with the MPEA until there 
was a sign of making some money 
out of the territory, but felt that 
if Metro quit they’d have to fol- 
low, since none wanted any other 
company to have a competitive ad- 
vantage against the day when ex- 
change is available. 

Barney Balaban, Paramount 
prexy, has been taking the op- 
posite tack from Metro. He feels 
that the U. S. film industry is doing 
the Government a valuable service 
in providing pictures for Germany 
because they are important in help- 
ing to reorient the people to de- 
mocracy. Furthermore, no other 
industry, he claims, is handing 
over its product for use in Ger- 
many without getting adequately 
paid. He has been burning there- 
fore, at the small amount allotted 
by the Government under Eco- 
nomic Cooperation Administration 
appropriations for films. He felt 
that the companies would be justi- 
fied in withdrawing altogether if a 
deeent amount of coin were not 
forthcoming. 

Most of the other companies 
have stood-somewhere between the 
two extremes. Most of them ob- 


jected to pulling out of Germany | 


altogether, however, for fear of 
permanently losing a good part of 
the market to domestic, British and 
other foreign films. 

Decision must still be made re- 
garding continuance of MPEA op- 





PEA German Compromise 


Cuuinued from page 4 = 


,erations in 


| 











the other occupied 
areas—Austria, Japan and Korea. 
MPEA said that these terrilories 
are under further study, but it is 
understood likely that co-op sell- 
ing and pooling of income will con- 
tinue for another year. 


Pic-Bally 


Continued from page 3 jm 














Then the unions stepped into the 
picture. 

Eddie Rio, Coast AGVA chief, 
ruled that too many performers 
have been working cuffo in de- 
fiance of union’s bylaws, and noti- 
fied Pantages that each AGVA 
member must receive $25 for the 
stint. That cleared Laine, Miss 
Starr, Toni Harper and the Trenier 
Twins, who had been booked to 
round out the show. 


Next at bat was AFM local 47. 
The board of directors had to call 
a special meeting to okay Krupas 
appearance and had to authorize 
a special dispensation permitting 
him to work on his night off from 
his Palladium terpery location. 
Further, union decided a standby 
orch had to be hired, so Roc Iiill- 
man’s seven-piece combo was 
taken on at scale. Then union In- 
sisted on a pianist for Miss Start 
and the Treniers. Laine wanted 
aceompanists Car) Fischer _and 
Morey Fell, who had to be paid. 

AFRA got into the hassle next 
with clearance necessary for the 
disk jocks, and another wrangle re- 
sulted over whether they should 
be paid. 

The “free” talent having sud- 
denly become costly—to the tune 
of $750 — Pantages decided he 
might as well put on a real show. 
Consequently, the acts and the 
orch were routined into a 45-miD- 
ute layout, a strictly one-shot af- 
fair since, because acts are limited 
by unions to one show only, the 
layout couldn’t be moved down- 
town to the Hillstrect, where the 
film is day-and-dating. 
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“TAKE ME OUTTO 


THE BALL GAME’ 


(Technicolor) 


7th walloping week on 
Broadway! Big everywhere! 
Just what they want for gay 
Springtime Technicolor 
musical entertainment. 





“THE SECRET 
GARDEN’ 


“Picture of the Month” in 
Parents’ Magazine is first of 
many awards to come! Pro- 
ducer of “Yearling” does it 
again! World Premiere at 
Astor, Boston, coming! 





POE 





“LITTLE 


(Technicolor) 


~ 


4 weeks of happy crowds at 
Radio City Music Hall. Ter- 
rific biz in Philly and first 
40 dates ditto! 





“EDWARD, 
MY SON" 


Broadway’s No. 1 Dramatic 
Stage Hit. Almost a year of 
S. R. O. has given it nation- 
wide attention. Another 


M-G-M Big One! 





“BARKLEYS OF 
BROADWAY’ 


(Technicolor) 


“Picture of the Month” in 
Cosmopolitan. Trade press 


predicts smash hit. World 


Premiere Loew’s State, N.Y. 
Another “Easter Parade’’!, 





“THE GREAT 
SINNER’ 


Seven top stars! The year’s 
greatest cast in a magnificent 
production in the 
M-G-Manner! Destined to 
be one of 1949’s headliners, 





a 


“THE STRATTON 
STORY’ 


Cleveland critics print raves 
in advance of World Prea 
miere. Every screening sen 
sational! Next attraction at, 
Radio City Music Hall. 





“ANY NUMBER 
CAN PLAY’ 


Every preview on Coast 


sends them out raving about 


“the best Gable picture in 


years!” It’s got everything! 


AND ANOTHER BIG M-G-M TECHNICOLOR MUSICAL “‘NEPTUNE’S DAUGHTER” 
(Trade Shows May IIth, except N. Y. May 9th) - 
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Acheson Orders Foreign Problems 
Of Yanks Included in D.C. Int'l Talks 





Washington, April 19. + 

Secretary of State Dean Ache- | 
<on has ordered the foreign prob- | 
‘ams of American films included on 
‘he agenda of a forthcoming inter- | 
rational trade conference to take | 
slace in Washington and is other- 
‘vise pushing for aid to U. S. pic- 
‘ures, particularly in the British 
narket. 

These disclosures come from 
Rep. Cecil R. King (D., Cal.), chair- | 
man of a special committee of the 
California congressional delega- 
ion. which has been pressing for 
Government action to help Holly- 
wood with its overseas headaches. 
The King committee huddled with 
Acheson.on Friday (15). Confer- 
ence was described as “highly sat- 
isfactory,”’ with Acheson express- 
ing sympathy for the position of 
the film industry and asserting that 
it had merit. When British For- 
eign Minister Ernest Bevin was in 
town recently to sign the Atlantic 
Pact, the matter of films was taken 


quest of the “American government 
be passed on to the British Board 
of Trade. 

It is understood that the State 
Department also contacted the 
British Embassy here and notified 
the American Embassy in London 
to get busy. 

At his press conference last week 
Secretary Acheson declared his de- 
partment would do_ everything 
“within the bounds of propriety” 
to obtain. “fair and non-discrimina- 
tory treatment” for U. S. films from 
foreign governments. 

Meanwhile, in a statement which 
he inserted in the Congressional 
Record, Rep. King blasted the 
British government for its ‘“per- 
fidy’” to the American motion pic- 
ture industry. He called for a 
sub-committee of the House Ways 
and Means Committee to check 
into the situation. 

The King statement declared in 
part that: 

“The victim of this perfidy today 
is one of our largest American in- 
dustries. Its eventual victim may 
be the whole world recovery 
program. Ever since the war the 
British government’s policy toward 
the American motion picture in- 
dustry has been one of steady har- 
rassment. Its obvious- purpose is 
to drive American motion pictures 
from the British market. It has 
thrown up one barrier after an- 
other to the entry of American 
films. . 

“Since the advent of the present 
government in Britain, the policy 
toward foreign films has swung to 
one of aggressive hosility and se- 
verity. To any objective observer 
this policy, flying in the face of 
economic realities and subversive 
of Britain's international trade 
commitments, must be considered 
as being deliberately intended to 
squeeze out American films. 

“The British ministry has chosen 
to bedevil one American industry. 
Which is next? 

“The British ministry gives be- 
Suiling lip service to the theory of 
reviving world trade but reneges 
on its word. We give our billions 
and keep our promises.” 











Par Splits 
Continued from page 5 


mount, their identity is at least 
partly described in the consent de- 
cree which Par recently inked. The 
14 consist of two of Comerford’s 
theatres in Rochester, N. Y.; two 
in Scranton, Pa.; and one each in 
Bloomsburg, Carlisle, Hazelton, 
Lebanon, Pittston, Pottsville, Shen- 
andoah, Sunbury, Wilkes-Barre 
and Williamsport, all in Pa. 

From the 14 retained theatres. 
Par expects to extract approxi- 
mately the same revenue as it pre- 
viously obtained from its 50-50 in- 
terest in the cireuit. The theatres 
are the larger in the group and 
have therefore turned in propor- 
tionately greater revenues’ than 
the smaller houses held by Lynch, 
et al. 

It is believed another circuit— 
relatively of minor significance— 
the Dominion ‘Hunter Perry) group 
in Virginia has also been disposed 
of. The 15-theatre circuit will 
shortly be dissolved, but the iden- 
tity of the purchaser has not been 
disclosed. Charles M. Reagan. 
Par’s erstwhile distribution vee- 
pee,-had been dickering for the cir- 
cuit. Reportedly, his deal fell 
through, 





A Definite Maybe 

Sir Alexander Korda de- 
clared in New York yesterday 
(Tuesday) that the film situa- 
tion in England ‘‘was never as 
bad as it was made to seem in 
the United States.” 

“It never was as_ good, 
either,” he added as an after- 
thought. 


RKO’s ‘Eiffel’ for U.S. 


Hollywood, April 19. 


RKO hes closed deal for domes- 
‘tic distribution only of the Fran-) 
chot Tone-Irving Allen film, Benen 
'on the Eiffel Tower.” Producers} 
‘will seek another release for for- | 
| eign distribution. They originally | 
Fait with United Artists but, 


while huddling, Howard Hughes | Hills (Col) and “Song of India” | 
|saw the pic and clinched the RKO> 


deal. 

| Producing duo are now abroad | 
ifor retakes and are expected to 
| talk with British distributors while | 


| there. 











Anglo-U. S. Parley 




















Ra Ratings ‘Necessity’ 


——— (ontinued from page 1 jae 








through their 
phone homes and to big cities,” 

have ‘never produced true or even 
approximate measurements of au- 
dience size.” 

Noting that radio, to achieve its 
objective of selling products, must | 
attract an adequately-sized audi- | 
ence of the right quality and then 
persuade that audience to buy, 
Nielsen declared that “it is loose 
thinking to suggest any one of 


these factors may be safely neglect- | 


ed.” A true program rating, he 


added, 


the first two factors. As for meas- 
uring the degree to which the audi- 
ence buys the product advertised 
on radio, he said: 

“Sales power of the program is 
not directly measurable by any 
technique developed to date. We 
have expended several hundred 
thousand dollars in an effort to do 
this, but have not yet succeeded. 
Nobody else has even come close, 
and most of the efforts made in 


this direction appear ludicrous to) 


anyone who has really made a 
thorough study of this complex 
subject.” Moreover, he said, the 
sales volume produced by a radio 
program is easily distorted beyond 
recognition by such factors as ad- 
vertising in other media, changes 
in price and packaging, seasonal 
fluctuations, etc. 

“As the world’s largest market- 
ing research organization,” Nielsen 
averred, “we say... that any man- 
ufacturer who relies on judging 
the sales results of a radio pro- 
gram by watching his own factory 
sales curve is doomed to bitter dis- 
appointment and, worse still, is al- 


most certain to make some fatal er- | 


rors—to the detriment of his own 
company and of radio as an ad- 
vertising medium. And such poli- 


cies cannot fail to prove unfair to | 
radio artists and others concerned | 
with the production and broadcast- | 
ing of programs.” 





‘Streetcar’ 


Continued from page 3 jaan 


tween $2,500,000 and $3,000,000. 
Carrying the pencil work still fur- 
ther, the pic would have to gross 


almost $4,500,000 to break even. 
Thinking of the studios in this re- 
gard is evident in the law laid 
down by Paramount prexy Barney 
Balaban to his producers a couple 
weeks ago. He declared they 
should not and could not antici- 
pate grosses of better than $3,000,- 
000 in the present market. 


Admitting that there were no 
bidders under terms laid out in 
the letter to the studios April 14, 
Miss Wood said that the action 
nevertheless had not been futile. 
She claims that the invitation to 
bid led to negotiations now going on 
with one major studio and one in- 
die and that she expects a sale 
shortly on very generous terms for 
the author and producer. 


Letter which the film companies 
received informed them that they 
must have their bids in by April 
8. They were given their choice of 
two formulas for bidding for the 
smash legiter, now in its 72d week 
at the Barrymore, N. Y. First was 
a fixed sum, not to be less than 
$450,000. plus 10° of the distribu- 
tor’s gross between $2,500,000 and 
$3,500,000; 15°° of the gross be- 
tween $3,500,000 and $4.000.000 
and 20°: of everything over $4.- 
000.000. 

Under both plans the studio 
would not own the property, but 
would have a lease on it until 1961. 
Companies have occasionally gone 
in for such leasing arrangements, 
but generally balk at them, as they 
did in this case. 


“limitation to tele- | 


“is obviously a vital neces- | 
sity,” since it is able to measure | 


‘by the President, who called the 
Secretary on the phone and made 
a date with him for Ellis Arnall, 
prexy of SIMPP, last week. 

On the other hand, the delega- 
tions to the Council meetings that 
begin tomorrow are entirely unof- 
ficial from a Governmental view-| 
point and — unless the British 
| group is equipped with some secret 
powers—can accomplish nothing 
that the Americans, at least, wish 
to accomplish. It is thought that 
the Britons will ask for more play- 
ing time on U. S. screens, 
the Yanks will promptly point out 
that it is not within their power 
to give. 

Only possibility of ensuing ac- 
tion is seen if the British delega- 


tion gives evidence of having been| 


deputized with power to promise a 
lower quota than the 40% now in 
prospect, or an unfreezing of coin. 
That’s believed highly unlikely, 
but even if so it could bring forth 
from the Americans nothing more 
than a promise to try to be help- 
ful. Yanks feel that they have the 
British too much on the run now 
to have to make deals. 

Some top-echelon American opin- 
ion is that the English delegates— 
J. Arthur Rank, Sir Alexander 
Korda and Sir Henry French, prez 
of the British Film Producers 
Assn.—know quite well the posi- 
tion of the U. S. industry, but 
are making a last-ditch effort to 
provide themselves with an alibi 
for the folks back home. They’ll 
be able to come out of these meet- 
ings, it is said, with the declara- 
tion to their government that the 
“non-cooperation” of the Ameri- 
cans is the reason for the “sad 


state” of the British industry and 
thus further financial support is 
merited. 


American delegation to the ses- 
sions consists of Paramount prez 
Barney Balaban, Metro prez Nich- 
| Olas M. Schenck and Eric John- 
ston, prez of the Motion Picture 
Assn, of America. Korda and 


| French arrived in New York Mon-. 


'day (18) on their way to the meet- 
ings. Rank came to the U. S. about 
a month ago and has been in Flori- 
da and California. 
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MPAA Preps 
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he’ll have the help of the new 
MPAA video committee. 


Cheyfitz will meet with the group | 


in its initial session within the 
next 10 days. Jack Cohn, veepee 
of Columbia, is chairman of the 
body. It is planning later to hold 
an investigation which in some res- 
pects will resemble a Congressional 
committee hearing in that expert 
witnesses will be invited to give 
their views. 

This will be a followup in more 
detail to the sessions of the MPAA 
board in New York last December, 
when a number of experts were 
called in to acquaint company top- 
pers with developments and pros- 
pects in video. Among those who 
gave talks and answered questions 
were Loren Ryder, former prez of 
the Society of Motion Picture En- 
gineers and Paramount's’ studio 
technical chief; Earl T. Sponable, 
20th-Fox’s technical expert; Don- 
ald Hyndman, of Eastman Kodak, 
and Comdr, E. F. McDonald, prez 
of Zenith, which has developed the 
Phonevision method of wired video 
transmission. 

Committee hopes perhaps to go 
beyond a mere survey and be able 
to present a plan of action to the 
majors regarding TV. It is said 
there are many aspects in which 
the companies could get into tele 
as a group without violating anti- 
trust laws, as long as they do so 
on a non-exclusive basis. One of 
the thought is a plan for providing 
programs for large-screen theatre 
as 


Grosses 





as Picture 








BOSTON 


(Continued from page 8) _ 
and “Tuna Clipper” (Rep), nice 
; $26,000. Last week, “Walking | 


(Col). Disappointing $18,000. 
Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 40-85)— 


“Tittle Women” (M-G). Strong 
$26,000. Last week, “Ball Game” 
(M-G) (2d wk). Good $19,700. 


Paramount (NET) (1,700; 40- 85) 


| and “Last | 


|} —"‘State Dept.” (FC) 
1 — (Rep). 


week “Set. York” (WB) and 
“Castle on Hudson” (WB) (reis- 
sues), oke $12,500. 
Pilgrim (ATC) (1,800; 40-85)— 
“Tulsa” (EL) and “Ladies of 
' Chorus” (Col). Solid $20,000. Last 


week, “Cover Up” 


Fury” (UA), $10,000. 
State (Loew) (3,500; 40-85)— 
,“Littlhe Women” (M-G). Neat $16,- 


000. Last week, “Ball Game” (M-G) 


(2d wk). nice $11,000. 


Quake Sloughs Seattle 
| But ‘Undercover’ 136 


Seattle, April 19. 

“Little Women” and “Under- 
cover Man” are best bets here this 
week, both being in big class. 
Earthquake in this area is proving 
no help to business but not cutting 
in as bad as expected. 

Estimates for This Week 

Coliseum (H-E) (1,877; 50-84) — 
“Red Canyon” (U) and “Louisiana” 
(Mono). Good $9,000. Last week, 
“Set-Up” (RKO) and “Highway 
13” (SG), solid $11.200. 

Fifth Avenue (‘(H-E) (2.239; 50- 
84)—“Little Wonren’ ‘(M-G) and 
“Tucson” (20th). 
week, “Bad Boy” 








(Mono) and 


“Hide-Out” (‘Rep’), slow $5,800. 

Liberty (Ind) (1,650; 50-84) — 
“Bribe” (M-G) and “Valiant 
Hombre” (UA). (2d wk). Slow 
$3,500 in 4 days. Last week, oke 
$8,700. 


Music Box (H-E) (850; 50-84) — 
“Family Honeymoon” (U) (4th wk) 
and “Flaxv Martin” (WB) ‘(3d wk). 
Fine $5,000. After big $3,000 in 4 
days last week. 

Music Hall ‘(H-E) (2,200; 50-84) 
— “Tarzan’s Magic Fountain” 


(RKO) and “Grand Canyon Trail” | 


(Rep). Slow $5.000 in 8 days. Last 
week, “Boy Green Hair” (RKO) 
and “Gun Smugglers” (RKO) (2d 
wk-5 days) $4,000. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 50-84) — 
“Undercover Man” ‘Col) and 
“Daughter of West” (FC). Big $13,- 


week, ‘“‘Red 
“Rusty Saves 


000 or near. Last 
Stallion” (EL) and 
Life” (Col), $5,700. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 40-65) 
—‘“‘Whispering Smith” (Par) and 
“Shockproof” (Col) plus five acts 
of vaude. 
runs with stage bill 
$6,000 but below hopes. Last week, 
secondrun pix. 


Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 50-84)— | 


“Tulsa” (EL) and “Shamrock Hill” 
(EL).« Okay $9,000. Last week, “El 
Paso” (Par) and ‘Micheal O’Hall- 
ron” (Mono), slight $6,100 in 8 
days. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 50-84) 
—‘Johnny Belinda” (WB) = and 
“Sierra Madre” (WB) (2d runs) 
(4th wk). Good $4,300 after $4,600 
last week. 


MONTREAL 


‘Continued from page 9) 
$16,000. Last week, “Act of Vio- 
lence” (M-G), $15,500. 

Palace (‘C.T.) (2,625: 34-60) — 
“Letter Three Wives” (20th). Okay 
$15,000. Last week, “Wonderful 
Urge” (20th), $14,500. 

Princess (C.T.) (2,131: 34-60) — 
“Whispering Smith” (Par). Sturdy 
$8,000. Last week, “Unfaithfully 
Yours” (20th), $7,500. 

Imperial ‘C.T.) ‘1,839: 26-45)— 
“Mexican Hayride” ‘(U) and “Clay 
Pigeon” (RKO). Great $10.000 or 
over. Last week, “Slightly French” 





Good $14,500. Last | 


(UA) and “High | 


Tall $12,500. Last | 


New policy of second-' 
looks good | 


‘Bing Boffo in : Balto, 
$19,000; ‘Mother’ 146, 
‘Baltimore’ Bright 136 


Baltimore, April 19. 
| Potent product lineup is cash- 
ing in on a big holiday week here 
‘with Keith’s ringing the bell 
resoundingly with “Connecticut 
| Yankee.” Another click combo is 
“Knock On Any Door’ and vaude 
headed by Billy Gilbert at Hippo- 
drome. Some good response also 
reported for “Little Women” at 
Century. “Adventure in Baltimore” 
is solid at the Town. 
Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20- 
| 60)—"Little Women” (M-G). Nicely 
| spotted at healthy $16,000. Last 
week, “‘Ma, Pa Kettle” (U), $10.200. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
20-70)\—“*Knock On Door” (Col) 
plus vaude headed by Billy Gilbert. 
Big $18.000. Holds. Last week, 

Set-Up” (RKO) plus vaude, $13.- 
300., 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460: 20- 
60) — “Connecticut Yankee” (Par). 
Biggest thing in town with rousing 
$19,000 or better. Last week, 
“Sierra Madre” (WB) (2d run), not 
exciting $5,700. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 20-65)— 
“Canadian Pacific’ (20th). Strong- 
ly sold for sturdy $8.000. Last 
week, ‘Last Bandit” (Rep), mild 
$3,600. 

New (Mechanic) (1.800: 20-60)— 
“Mother Is Freshman” (20th), 
Bright $14,000. Last week. “Mr. 
Belvedere Goes College” (20th) (2d 
wk), big $10,200. 


Stanley (WB) (3.280: 20-75)— 
“Dream Is Yours” (WB). Hitting 
good $15,000. Last week, “Flaxy 
Martin” (WB), $6,400. 

Town (Rappaport) (1,500: 35-65) 
“Adventure in Baltimore’ (RKO), 


Given bally with strong opening 
sendoff via p.a. by Ginger Rogers 
and building. Great $13,000. Last 
week, ““Paison” (Indie) (2d wk), 
off to $6,800. 


LOS ANGELES 
(Continued from page 8) 


days), $13,700 here, with $25,600 in 
5 sites. 


Pantages, 
RKO)) 





RKO Hillstreet (Pan- 
(2,812; 2,890; 50-$1)—‘“Un- 
dercover Man” 


(Col) and “Make 
Believe Ballroom” (Col). Rousing 
$43,000. Last week, “Set-Up” 


(RKO) and “Crime Doctor’s Diary” 
(Col) (2d wk-6 days). $14,500. 
Los Angeles, Hollywood Para- 


mounts. (F&M) (3,398; 1,451; 60-$1) 
—"El Paso” (Par) and “Own True 
Love” (Par). Good $32,000. Last 


week, “Nick Beal” (Par) and 
“Thunder in Pines” (SG) (LA only) 
(2d wk), $19,800. 


United Artists, Ritz (UA-FWC) 
(2,100; 1,370; 60-$1)—“Ma, Pa Ket- 
tle” (U) and “State Department, 
File 649” (FC). Neat $21,000, with 
fe $36,000 for 5 day-dating sites. 
Last week, $10,400, with $17,000 in 
5 houses. 
| El Rey (FWC) (861; 85-$1.25)— 
“Paisan” (Indie) (9th wk). Into 
ninth week today (19) after nice 
$3,000 on eighth frame. 

Esquire (Rosener) (685; 85-$1.20) 
—‘‘Volpone” (Indie) (3d wk). About 
$3,000. Last week, good $3,700. 

Fine Arts (FWC) (679; $1.20- 
$2.40)—“‘Red Shoes” ‘EL) (16th 
wk). Near $8,000. Last week, neat 
$7,500. 

Four Star (UA-WC) (900; $1.20- 
$2.40)—“‘Hamlet” (U) (25th wk). 
About $5,000. Last week, nice $5,- 
800. 

Laurel (Rosener) “(g90; $1.20)— 
“Mons. Vincent” (Indie). Sock $7.- 
500. Last week, “Symphonie Fan- 
tastique” (Indie) (2d wk), $1,800. 





Col) | and “Black Eagle” (Col). Justice Dept. Renews 
Orpheum (C.T.) (1,040; 34-60)—! : : 
“Outpost in ‘Movoces Ua ong| Shine Splitup Parleys 


“In Court” (UA). Sock $9,000. | 
Last week, “Siren of Atlantis” 
(UA) and “High Fury” (UA), 
$5,000. 





—_ += 


Zanuck Prepping 


Another Negro Pic 


| Hollywood, April 19. 

Darryl F. Zanuck is readying an- 
other film on the Negro problem 
to follow “Pinky,” currently in pro- 
duction. Second is ‘“‘No Way Out,” 
story of a colored surgeon, slated 
to start about June 15. 

Racial question is also the theme 
of Screen Plays’ “Home of the 
Brave’’ and Louis de Rochemont’s 
“Lost Boundaries’. for Film Clas- 
sics release. 


Washington, April 19. 

Dept. of Justice attorneys went 
into renewed huddles_ today 
(Tues.) with Jegalites repping cir- 
cuit operator J. Myer Scliine in 
another attempt to crack the im- 
passe reached on anti-trust settle- 
ment negotiations. It is expected 
'that the confabs will carry over 
through tomorrow. 


Negotiators have reached agree- 
ment on the theatres which Schine 
must give up to win a consent 
decree but are still apart on the 
substance of injunctive provisions 
covering booking practices. Mean- 


| 


while, trial of the suit has been 
postponed until June. 
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Rash of European Pix Festivals 


Is Cut to Three 


(So Far) by MPAA 





Paris, April 12. t 


The rash of European film fes-' 
tivals skedded by various countries 
has so far been cut down to three | 
by Motion Picture Assn. of Amer- | 
ica members: Le Zoute (Belgium), | 
Cannes (France), and Venice. Not | 
that there aren’t many more that 
might be considered, but continen- 
tal managers, while feeling that 
they cannot altogether refuse to 
participate, on account of public 
relations, find the trouble and ex- 
pense isn’t commensurate with the 
ultimate result. a“ 

Also. the mode of participating 
has been altered to minimize the 
damage. All MPAA members are to 
agree on a total of nine pix for 
the whole organization, one per 
member. out of which three will 
be drawn to be entered for each 
one of the festivals. These pic- 
tures, not yet released in Europe, 
will be shown under aegis of the 
MPAA. It will be able to spend 
ebout $1,000 on each of the three 
festivals. d 

Apart from this cooperative 
Ameriean effort, each company 1s 
free to enter another film on its 
own power. 








Belgian Festival 


Hollywood, April 19. 

Andre Cauvin, Belgian producer, 
is in town to line up Hollywood 
pictures for Belgium’s next Inter- 
national Film Festival, to be held 
June 810 at Le Zoute, a Beigian 
coast resort. 

Meanwhile, Cauvin closed a deal 
for Eagle Lion release of “Black 
Shadows,” a feature he made last 
year in the Belgian Congo. Pic- 
ture will be distributed in the U.S. 
and South America by EL, and in 
Belgium, Switzerland and Luxem- 
bourg by 20th-Fox. 


Not’ Pix 


Continued from page 5 














public has been developed for a pic 
that would have been a flop. 

The “not” pix have been a prob- 
lem to publicity-advertising and 
sales departments almost since the 
industry was born. The number of 
them that have proved eventual 
b.o. successes, it is claimed, justify 
the ad campaigns. A recent one, 
it is pointed out, was “Body and 
Soul.” Fight pix were traditionally 
anathema, yet the John Garfield- 
starrer proved a smash. As a re- 
sult, two current ring epics, 
“Champion” and “The Set-Up,” 
are being more frankly advertised 
for what they are. 

Baseball likewise is known to 
have little sales appeal as a pic- 
ture subject. 
kees,” now being reissued, didn’t 
even have star Gary Cooper in a 
baseball cap in the original cam- 
paign. Nonetheless, the film proved 
highly popular when word-of- 
mouth had been built up. 

It all depends on the picture, of 
course. A well-made feature, no 
matter what the subject matter, 
will do well as soon as the talk gets 
around. On the other hand, a poor 
one, even if does snare an opening- 
day audience via the campaign, 
soon skids. 

It is necessary, ad execs declare, 
to get that initial crowd, even if 
a little subterfuge is needed, in or- 
der that a picture may be fairly 
judged by the public on the merits 
of the product itself, rather than 
on baseless prejudices against cer- 
tain subject matter. 


| made during that time. 
| suit is being continued by Libkov’s 


Seek to 0.0. Rep. Books 
In 195G Contract Suit 


Hollywood, April 19. 

Attorney Louis Licht, repping 
estate of Marek Libkov, filed mo- 
tion in federal court (18) for in- 
spection of Republic’s books in 
continuing breach-of-contract suit 
originally filed by Libkov against 
studio for $195,000 damages. Suit 
alleged that in 1944 he was inked 
as associate producer on “The 
Healer.” in new version of film he 
had first produced in Poland, and 


was to have received 10° of 
profits. j 
Action filed in March, 1947, 


claimed pic was never made and 
asked $100,000 loss of profits, plus 
$95,000 for “loss of prestige.” Lib- 
kov died last year. 

Request to court was made to 
determine what estimate could be 
made for what film would have 
earned if it had been produced. 
Court was asked to permit inspec- 
tion of records from 1944-47 to 
learn profit or loss on eaeh picture 
Original 


widow. 











EL Layoffs 








“Pride of the Yan- | 











Mono-Allied 
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ticularly well suited for the mar- 


ket and the company has been ex- | 


periencing difficulties in trying to 
get terms. Allied was_ initially 
formed to skirt hurdles on getting 
rentals which Monogram has stum- 
bled over in the past. 

Of the two top-budgeted films, 
“The Babe Ruth Story” is running 
a shade ahead of amortization. 
Hence, Mono will not suffer a loss, 
but there will be little profit forth- 
coming from the pic which cost 
$1.300.000 to make. After print 
costs and advertising, “Ruth” ran 
into a total outlay of $1,600,000. 

First of the big budgeters, ‘‘It 
Happened on Fifth Avenue,” was 
made during peak-cost days for $1,- 
500,000. Company is taking a sub- 
stantial Joss on the film. 
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pany’s backlog of completed pix 
has been seriously depleted. 

Aside from product of J. Arthur 
Rank which is coming up for dis- 
tribution, EL’s larder is now re- 
duced to only four or five big films. 
Of these, “Tulsa” is just going into 
release; “Red Stallion of the 
Rockies” has a considerable num- 
ber of playdates behind it; and 
“Reign of Terror” is coming up. 
“The Big Cat,” a Technicolor opus, 
is also nearing release, while “Alice 
in Wonderland.” produced in 
France by Lou Bunin, has sev- 
eral months of time-marking 
ahead. 

Pickman Joins Schwalberg 

Jerry Pickman, ass't ad-pub 
director, who resigned last week, 
moves into Paramount Monday 
(25) in a special job under sales 
chief Alfred W. Schwalberg. Chief 
among Pickman’s chores, it is 
understood, will be to build bet- 
ter exhib relations and drum up 
exhib interest in various Para- 
mount bally campaigns. Pickman’s 
departure from EL resulted froma 
desire to swing over gradually 
from publicity-advertising into the 
sales field. 

Eagle Lion’s revenues which ta- 
pered somewhat in the past few 
weeks are expected to climb 
rapidly as receipts from “Tulsa” 
start pouring in. In a big teeoff 
campaign, “Tulsa” has a record 600 
playdates within the coming couple 
of weeks. Film will liquidate 50°. 
taster than any previous pic re- 
leased by the company.- 


Yank Exhibs 
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tempt by the film companies to 
obtain higher domestic rentals be- 
cause of the los of foreign rev- 


enues, declaration of TOA prez) 
Arthur H. Lockwood stated. ‘This’ 


situation arises principally as a 
result of the discriminatory action 
taken by the British government 
against American films,’ Lockwood 
said. “Because of this, it is highly 
appropriate that American exhib- 
itors make their position clear to 
the British representatives On the 
Anglo-American Film council.” 

After noting that “the enact- 
ment of arbitrary restrictions upon 
those who are our principal source 
of supply is a matter of unavoida- 
ble interest to us,"’ Lockwood goes 
on to say: “If the British are seek- 
ing to build up their 
market they are certainly going 
about it the wrong way. What they 
are doing is inimical to the de- 
velopment of friendly relations be- 
tween our industries and in viola- 
tion of the spirit of existing agree- 
ments between our countries. The 
problems besetting the British in- 
dustry can never be solved by 
penalizing the American industry. 
That can only lead to recrimina- 
tion and vetaliation.” 


Briefs From the Lots 














Hollywood, April 19. 

Pine - Thomas bought “Dead 
Stop,” yarn about truck drivers, 
authored by Stafford Heaney ... 
Par sending a troupe to Texas to | 
help celebrate 194th anniversary 
of Laredo, incidentally putting on | 
the world preem of “Streets of | 
Laredo” . .. Paramount’s “Alias 
Nickey Beal’ will be released in 
England as “The Contact Man”... 
Official release tag on “East Side, 
Story” at 20th-Fox will be “House 
of Strangers” . .. Marta Toren’s | 
player option picked up by U, with 
“Panther’s Moon” her next... 
Frankie Darro has crooked jockey 
role in Frank Capra’s “Riding 
High,” at Paramount... Joan Har- 
rison to England in May to pro-| 
duce “Your Witness,” in which | 
Robert Montgomery will star under 
his own Neptune Productions ban- 
ner. 





American ' 








UA Deal 
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- on their own again with their oft- 


repeated bid of $5,400,000 paid 
partially in cash ‘and the rest in 
notes. 

Need $1,000,000 


Nassers reportedly need $1,000,- 


000 as an operating fund to meet | 


the requirement of the Bank of 
America for a loan of the entire 
$5,400,000 needed. Nassers have 
agreed to put up the UA stock and 
their General Service studios as 
security for the bank loan, with 
the bank’s only other important de- 
mand being assurances of com- 
petent management for UA. Other 
questions, such as the company’s 
liability in lawsuits, ete., are mere 
incidentals and not holding up the 
loan. 


Fabian and Gamble, after being 
brought into the negotiations by 
Nasser rep Sam Wiesenthal in New 
York a month ago, made their final 
bowout in a flying trip to the 
Coast at the end of last week. They 
were willing to put up all neces- 
sary cash beyond what could be 
raised from the bank by the Nas- 
sers on the studio and UA stock, 
but wouldn’t go for the Nasser 
demand for 60% of the shares. 
They felt that allowed too little 
stock to be divvied among the ex- 
hibitors who are participating in 
their syndicate. 

DeLuxe Labs’ Interest 


James and Ted Nasser were in 
huddles most of yesterday with UA 
prexy Grad Sears and v.p. George 
Bagnall in an attempt to find a 
solution for getting the $1,000,000 
they need, but are apparently 
meeting with little suecess. Mean- 
time, Steve Brodie, head of De- 
Luxe labs in New York, who has 
promised a cash advance to the 
Nassers to finance indie producers 
working at the studio if Nassers 
obtain the company, continued ef- 
forts to raise more money among 
accessory people who service the 
industry. 


Among the latter momentarily 
interested was John Hertz, Jr., 
head of the Buchanan ad agency. 
He walked, however, after a tele- 
phonic confab with Ed Weisl, his 
attorney. Plan would have been 
similar to that offered other ser- 
vice companies—Buchanan would 
have been assured of the ad ac- 
counts of all producers working 
at General Service studios for UA 
release if Hertz had advanced 
, Nassers the coin. 


Off Again? 


There were conflicting reports 
here about Miss Pickford’s attitude 
toward selling the company when 
Chaplin’s option expires and she 
is no longer under any legal ob- 
ligation to part with her stock. One 
report was that with the improve- 
ment in UA’s position since the 
option was granted in January, she 
has changed her mind about sell- 
ing. It was learned authoritative- 
ly, however, that she is pretty 
much reconciled to bowing out and 
wants to make an arrangement for 
retention of possibly only 2!2% of 
the stock or some _ such token 
amount so that she may continue 
to have at least an academic in- 
terest in the company. 


Prospect is, of course, that when 
the option expires, terms may be 
considerably changed. Miss Pick- 
ford and Chaplin will then be en- 
tirely free to make any type of 
deal they want, rather than the 
$2.700.000 which they each agreed 
to take in the January exchange 


iof options. 


Pix Biz’s Pitch for Atomic Short 


Security restrictions regarding atomic energy and weapons are 
so great that March of Time hasn't been able to contribute very 
much in either information or entertainment in its May release, 


“Report on the Atom.” 


The two-reeler is of special intra-industry 


interest, however, in that it is being sponsored by the Motion 


Picture Assn. of America. 


This is a public relations move, accord- 


ed a few other shorts recently, to point up the contribution by the 
film industry to the welfare of the nation by its promotion of 
knowledge on important subjects and patriotism (as in the case 


of the recent sponsorship of a “This Is America” release). 


Effect 


of the MPPA backing is to encourage exhibs who do not ordi- 
narily book a particular distrib’s product to show it, thus widening 
circulation from the 7,000-8,000 theatres that normally rent these 
shorts to perhaps 12,000 or 13,000. 

While the hand of the Atomic Energy Commission’s security 
force has too evidently slipped a heavy pair of dark glasses over 
the usually probing eyes of producer Richard deRochemont’s cam- 


eras, the film certainly has its values. 


Anything which gives tie 


American people reason to pause and think of the terrible power 
for good or evil they hold in their hands must be valuables. Empha- 
sis, however, is entirely on the constructive side of atomic energy. 

Most interesting aspect of the film is in revealing the difficulties 
of handling irradiated materials and the precautions that must be 


taken even with waste. 


Nothing is shown on atomic weapons and 


there are even very few glimpses of plant exteriors. Some of the 
shots and explanations of scientific uses of atomic energy deriva- 
tives are enlightening and interesting, but the film as a whole im- 
presses with being too superficial to be significant—which is un- 
doubtedly more the force of circumstances in the world today than 


the fault of March of Time. 


Herb. 




















Prinee of the Plains 
sheriff, some double _ identities, 
patently staged fisticuffs, bad 
marksmanship and a lot of riding 
before Hale is able to corner the 
villains and see that justice is done. 
He’s not too convincing as a forth- 
right western hero. Paul Hurst 
helps out some as the dumb sheriff. 
Shirley Davis fills in the slight 
femme spot. Rory Mallinson, the 
chief heavy, and Harry Lauter, the 
banker’s son, are good. 

Philip Ford directed the Melville 
Tucker production at an acceptable 
paee from the Louise Rousseau- 
Albert DeMond story. Lensing, 
editing and other technical credits 
are standard. Hale sings one tune, 
“Owensville Jail,” traditional west- 
ern lament. Brog. 


“¢°-Man 


Film Classics release of Laurel Films 
(Rex Carlton) production. Stars Dean 
Jagger; features John Carradine, Harry 
Landers. Directed by Joseph Lerner. 
Screenplay, Berne Giler: camera. Gerald 
Hirschfield; editor, Geraldine Lerner: mu- 
sical score, Gail Kubik. Tradeshown in 
N. Y., April 18, ’49. Running time. 76 
MINS, 
CHM Moldiom.... cscs. ‘ 
Doc Gpemeer. ....ccecess 
Kathe oe 
Owney 
Matty Royal seeees 
Inspector Brandon..... 


Dean Jagger 
John Carradine 
Lottie Elwen 
Harry landers 
Rene Paul 
Walter Vaughan 





Mrs. Hoffman.......... Adelaide Klein 
Lydia Brundage ....... Edith Atwater 
Re Serer Jean Ellyn 
Joe Tere Peer Walter Brooke 

““C’-Man” is a violent action 
film about the activities of the 
U. S. Customs Department with 


enough exploitation angles and en- 
tertainment values for good b.o. 
payoff. Shot in New York City 
on a thin budget, pic utilizes its 
resources to the hit with the aid 
of a snappy screenplay and forth- 
right direction. While the marquee 
names are too weak fov firstruns, 
okay performances build this film 
into solid program fare. 

Yarn runs off as a steady sue- 
cession of beatings, kidnappings 
and killings, linked together by 


efforts of a customs investigator to 
track down a jewelry smuggler. 
Realistic New York backgrounds, 
in addition to a documentary lens- 
ing techrique, help lend some 
| credibility to the excitement. Pie 


Film Reviews | 
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Search for Danger 


Hollywood, April 16. 

Film Classics release of Falcon produe- 
tion. Stars John Calvert; features John 
Dekker, Myrna Dell, Ben Welden. Pro- 
duced and directed by Jack Bernhard. 
Screenplay, Don Martin; original story, 
Jerome Epstein, based on Michael Arlen 
character, “The Falcon”; camera. Paul 
Ivano: editor, Asa Boyd Clark: music, 
Karl Hajos. Reviewed April 16, "49. Run- 
ning time, 62 MINS. 
veri: CeTuEn John Calvert 
7 ae re eerie gt i tg 
reer ye eT ee eee Myrna Dell 
PE <0 a vee ade coe sewed Ben Weldon 
BSMSCCOP cc ccccccccsess Douglas Fowley 


4.» MEEPRETCLUS CTT TUL Tae Michael Mark 
Elaine ab. eS bee Anna Cornell 
Ce Vn wke 2660 OO REGO wO8 James Griffith 
Larry AMm€rewB....o.ceess Mauritz Hugo 


wends an unremitting gory way 


from Paris to N. Y., dropping a 
half-dozen corpses enroute, before 
Dean Jagger, as the C-Man. nabs 
his man. In crashing to its climax, 
neither romance nor logic are al- 
lowed to stand in the way. 


One of the pic’s standout fea- 
tures is the musical score directed 
and composed by Gail Kubik. 
Dominating the soundtrack even 
more than the dialog, the back- 
ground musie has a _ nervous, 
pounding, pulse-quickening quality 
which, combined to the headlong 


action, results in a powerfully stir- | 


ring total effect. 
Jagger does well as the customs 


cop with neat underplaying of the) 


conventional heroics. As a dipse 


gang, John Carradine also turns in 
a competent performance. 
roles are handled less evenly, but 
Harry Landers as a snarling young 
hoodlum arouses interest. Lottie 
Elwen as a refugee gal who's vie- 
timized by the gang, and Edith 
Atwater as a high society gal are 
adequate, as is Rene Paul. in the 
‘heavy part. Herm. 


! ‘ 


doctor stooging for the smuggling | 


Morris Jase@.........e..-. Peter Brocco 


a” Pre eerie: 6 re Peter Michael 
Drunk eG oo kk oon eT Re Jack Daly 
Thug Ere ere ch ee 





“Search for Danger” is pretty 
much routine whodunit with dull 
and confusing story. Film is an- 
other in “Falcon” series. and pro- 
jects private eye in double murder 
mystery which is finally solves 
through conversation rather than 
action. Film will need selling even 
for lower-bracket billing. 

Falcon, played as usual by John 
Calvert, tracks down an absconded 
partner of pair of gamblers, which 
leads to partner’s murder. With 
stolen $100,000 involved, there's a 
second murder, and it’s anybody's 
guess then who’s the guilty party, 
with practically all principals un- 
der suspicion. Story tangents are 
never sufficiently assembled to 
make story line clear. 

Calvert is under handicap, 
through spotty direction and un- 
developed screenplay. Albert Dek- 
ker and Ben Welden, as gamblers, 
are more true to form, and Myrna 
Dell, as femme in love with mur- 
dered partner, is attractive. Others 
okay in roles are Douglas Fowley, 
Michael Mark and James Griffith. 

Average work has turned in by 
Joseph Bernhard, who held down 
both producer and director posts. 
Camera work by Paul Ivano '}s 
standard. Whit. 





TOA’s Focus 
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steps on a number of fronts after 
repeated requests by TOA and 
other exhib groups. So far as tel- 
evision is concerned, for instance, 
it is understood that the MPAA 
was asked to have its members of- 
ficially declare themselves against 
sale of features to video in com- 
petition with theatres. No action 
was taken on these pleas. ; 
Case of National Screen Service 
and the feud that was waged over 
sale of trailers to exhibs is cited 
as another instance. It is claimed 
that the MPAA could not be 
budged to take action which ould 
have been directed towards iron- 
ing out exhib squawks on trailers. 
Since then, NSS has straightened 
the tangle in direct negotiations 
with TOA resulting in an agree- 
ment for the trailer outfit to take 
up complaints on a local level. 
- As for TOA’s public relations 
campaign directed towards pix 


| pé riv as w been 
Other | patrons, the drive has no 


officially dropped. It got off to a 


'fast start but finally lost impetus 


€s 


when difficulties arose in digging 
up continuous fresh material. The- 
atre group also found a hurdle in 
the way of exhibitor letharg) 
which gradually grew as the drive 
stretched out for many months. 
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Clips from 


Film Row 





- NEW YORK 


Astor Pictures acquired U.S. 16m 
distrib rights to three Paramount 
Charles Laughton starrers. 

Winners of March RKO Show- 
manship Awards for outstanding 
theatre activity were Louis Gross- 
man, manager of Alden, Jamaica, 
L.L, and Goodwin Sable, Keith’s, 
Dayton, O. ‘ 

James R. Grainger, Republic’s 
exec-veepee in charge of distribu- 
tion, back at homeoffice after a 
four-week branch tour through 
seven exchange areas. 

Abe Goodman, 20th-Fox produc- 
tion manager since 1932, upped 
to assistant to ad manager Jonas 
Rosenfield, Jr. He has been with 
20th since 1926. His appointment 
leaves only one major position to 
be filled in the 20th ad-pub de- 
partment under the _ realignment 
being effected by ad-pub veepee 
Charles Einfeld. That’s the pub- 
licity chief’s job at the Roxy, 20th’s 
Broadway showcase. It is believed 
Einfeld will install in the post Isa- 
bel Austin, who has handled it 
since Christy Wilbert ankled to 
join the Charles Schlaifer ad 
agency. 

John Joseph, exec assistant to 
Metro ad-pub veepee Howard 
Dietz, to Cleveland tomorrow 
(Thurs.) for opening’ there of 
M-G’s “Stratton Story.” He’s due 
back following day. 

W. A. Briant has been taken on 
by United Artists as assistant to 
Fred Jack, company’s southern di- 
vision manager. Briant is a son of 
Cc. J. Briant, Metro’s exchange 
manager in New Orleans. Pre- 
viously to being tapped by UA, he 
served with 20th-Fox for the past 
two years. Briant is headquarter- 
ing at the Dallas office. 


SAN ANTONIO 


Presentation was made here of a 
medal to Gaetano A. Lucchese for 
meritorious service rendered to 
Spanish speaking community of 
San Antonio via providing it with 
the new Alameda, house recently 
opened. 

Douglas J. Spieckérman, former 
manager of Port Lavaca in Port 
Lavaca, named new manager of the 
Grand at McCaney, operated by 
Theatre Enterprises, Inc.; Howell 
Johnson, resigned to enter private 
business. 

Richard Corneilson named man- 
aging director for Interstate’s new 
Class A house here, the New 
Broadway in Galveston. He was 
relief manager for circuit in San 
Antonio. 

C. O. Simmons is new owner of 
the Plaza in Denton; purchased 
from R. B. Dicus. 

H. K. Carrington, head _ of 
Nationwide Pictures of Dallas, an- 
nounced establishment of a new 
division for release and booking of 
its own and other films. Fred 


Larned named head of booking 


section. 

Interstate Theatres Circuit re- 
opened State in El Paso after com- 
plete facelifting. It was formerly 
the Wigwam. 


PHILADELPHIA 


Mike Weiss, who handled “Red 
Shoes” at the Trans-Lux here, sent 
ahead of film to Charleston, S. C., 
by Eagle Lion. 
Weiss’ place as Philly company 
manager for pic. 

Harold Russell made a trailer 
during his recent visit here as plea 
for free Philly city college. Film 
made by Lou Kelman’s newsreel 
labs is being shown in firstruns. 

Melvin J. Fox, indie exhibitor, 
heads committee of business men 


Jack Helm takes. 
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| helping to raise a $75,000 pre- 
, season guarantee for Robin Hood 


Dell, summer symphony stadium. 
Philadelphia amusement taxes, 
most of which comes from the 10% 


_bite on film theatre admissions, 
| were down slightly in first quarter 


this year. 

Most film houses in Philadelphia 
and suburbs have arranged a pro- 
| gram of active cooperation with 
the Cancer Fund. 

Pennsylvania State Legislature 
moved for closer control of drive- 
ins with the passage of a bill las 
week, introduced by Rep. R. C. 
Kratz (Rep.) Montgy County. Bill, 
sought to classify the types of 
drive-ins and to insist that all 
places have at least two means of 
egress. 


DETROIT 


The Port, Newburyport, Mass., 
house built by Warner circuit, 
opened on Easter Sunday (17), with 
many local dignitaries in attend- 
ance. James O’Loughlin is man- 
ager of 1,250-seater. 

Joseph G. Cohen resigned as 
_head booker of Yamins circuit to 
spend all his time supervising op- 
eration of his Allen, Lowell; Saxon, 
Fitchburg and Beacon Hill here. 

The two censorship bills that 
would set up a five-man board to 
censor all films for children’s 
showings reported adversely for 
next annual session. 

Phil Smith, head of Mid-West 
Drive-in Theatres, returned from 
extensive trip through Ohio and 
Michigan where he supervised re- 
openings of his drive-in spots. 


DES MOINES 


The Garden, A. H. Blank’s first 
deluxe picture house, will be re- 
named the Rocket, with the com- 
plefion of facelift now going on. 
This includes enlarging the lobby 
and installing a new front. Theatre 
is part of Tri-States Theatre Co. 
chain. 

Richard Felix, manager of Gem, 
Charles City, la. for Central States, 
named manager of its new drive-in, 
near Mason City, la. Mrs. Royce 
ee becomes manager of 
rem. 

RKO-Orpheum will spend nearly 
$200,000 remodeling and modern- 
izing ‘ere. Theatre will remain 
open during the modernization 
which is expected to take most of 
the year. 


PITTSBURGH 


saleswoman to appear on 
Film Row is Norma Elpern, just 
hired by RKO to sell company’s 
16m _ product. 

Charles A. Passinger, manager 
of Virginia, Fairmont, W. Va., for 
three years, transferred to War- 
‘ner, Morgantown. Tony Giardi, of 
{WB Memorial, Mcsneesport, goes 
to Fairmont. 

Byron Kayhan, former Screen 
| Guild special sales rep, quit film 


First 


biz to go with automobile agency ; 


here. 

| Mt. Oliver theatre, like the 
| Shadyside, now being operated ex- 
| clusively by Morris Finkel, Allied 
| AMPTO president. Until recently 
he ran them jointly with Warners. 


CHICAGO 


John Dromey celebrating 30th 
/anni as head booker with Great 
States circuit. 

Alliance Theatres teed off 14th 
annual managers sales drive last 
week. 

Universal homeoffice is doing a 
| burn over tactics of RKO and its 
Palace and Grand here. Grand, 
‘which got permission along with 
RKO, to play “Joan of Arc” for 
‘longer than two-week period per- 
mitted under Jackson Park decree, 


with understanding that films 
which normally play the house 
would double-up at Palace. How- 


ever, Universal doesn’t like one- 
week booking of “Red Canyon.” 


DENVER 


George Pace to manage reopened 
Post, Igloo, S.D. 

Plaza to be changed to Roundup, 
with redecorating being done in 
western style, and force togged in 
cowboy outfits; will run westerns 
only. 

Wolfberg Theatres, including 
| Broadway, Plaza and three drive- 

















ins, starting bank night as weekly 
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feature. 
Gothic closed for $100,000 re- 


model job. F - 
Skyline, Casper, Wyo., drive-in, 
open with 640-car capacity. 


LOS ANGELES 


Two drive-in theatres in San 
Bernardino area, the Baseline and 
the Tri-City, staged street parade, 


| 


| ow auto giveaway and guest stunts 
| to ballyhoo opening of the outdoor 
season. Both houses are putting 
;on special entertainment during 
| the summer to lure the customers 
|}away from regular theatres. 

Local 150, Moving Picture Op- 
erators, are asking a wage hike of 
30c. an hour for projectionists in 
Los Angeles area when current 
contract expires June 30. Would 
hoist scale to $2.85 an hour in 
deluxers. Owners are opposing the 
boost. 
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prior to the flash opening, “Broad- 
way and Hollywood.” Harry Ruby 
did the songs for latter, the dances 
being staged by Billy Daniel. 
Then Benny and his quintet of 
hillbillies with the boy singer. 


This number was a comedy panic, } 


paving the way for Gordon Mac- 
Rae’s socko with a duo of songs. 

Bogart and Ladd followed wheel- 
ing two baby go-carts on the stage 
to dramatize the Eddie Moran 
sketch, “A Family Conversation,” 
which provided a great laugh on 
the two tough guys of the cinema 
trying to feed and curb their new 
offsprings. Tagging them were 
Dan Dailey, aided by Kenny Wil- 
liams, and Les Clark, with a buck 
and wing routine that took one 
back to the days when number 
two acts were striving for recog- 
nition. 

Edgar Bergen, as a crystal gazer, 
and Charlie McCarthy, as a For- 
eign Legionnaire, tore’ things 
apart with a spicy dissertation on 
the facts of life. They made way 
for Frank Sinatra, who did the 
soliloquy from “Carousel.” 

Then Durante, with Jackson and 
Clayton, reunited for the event, 
went into song and destruction. 
By the time they concluded their 
roaring, everyone was in the act. 

Nothing could have been better 
than the spotting of Bob Hope 
here, while the debris was being 
removed from the curtained stage. 


He kidded the other acts and got | 


plenty of laughs. 


“This Is Our Night With Trixie,” 


staged by Robert Alton, closed the 
first part. 

Opening second part was Lou 
Holtz, with a roving mike and ex- 
changing banter and cracks with 
the audience. He wound up with 
his standard Lapidus routine. Then 
“Spring Again,” another wham, 
followed by Burns and Jack 
(Gracie) Benny. This was hilarious. 


Tunesmith’s Parade 


Then “I’d Rather Write the Na- 
tion’s Songs” brought on the tune- 
smiths, with the boys, of course, 
nostalgic in their selections, getting 
good responses and recognition, 
Cagney topping it off as Cohan do- | 
ing “Yankee Doodle Dandy.” He 
| was backed by a chorus of 24 for 
the finale. And it sure was a 
Yankee Doodle finish. 

Danny Thomas’s monolog and 
song were begoffs. Harpo Marx 
did a panto bit, ending with a 
clicko solo on the harp. 

Spencer Tracy replaced Donald | 
Reagan at the mike to make the) 
introductory for Jessel as Larber- 
macher, and the latter, though hav- 
'ing worked tirelessly all night, still 
was able to rock the mob with a! 
characterization. 

Into the tough spot that Jolson 
would have had came Tony Martin. 
He was tops in voice and delivery, 
stealing the chanting honors of the 
show in a 12:35 a.m. finale, with | 
the ensemble of the,entire cast in 
a scene “A Night at the Friars.” 
It was a stirring finish. 5 

Kudos should also go to Bill. 
Perlberg, who had the task of co- 
ordinating for the Motion Picture | 
Relief Fund; the teamsters union, 
which parked the cars for free and 


| 


turned the coin over to the fund; | 


Sammy Ledner and his aides, 


Lloyd Corrigan, Roy Roberts and | 


, Dave Ledner, who did the stage 
managing; Stoloff, who  batoned; 
Lew Cooper, who co-ordinated for 
the Friars, and Charlie Skouras, 
who was in charge of the Journal, 


which brought in around $151,000 | 


of the gross. 





Strickling’s Restup 
Hollywood, April 19. 

Howard Strickling, Metro’s stu- 
dio publicity chief, heads _ for 
Tucson tonight (Tues.) to continue 
a vacation which he interrupted to 
attend the Wallace Beery funeral 
‘here. Strickling is taking a two- 
‘week breather in Tucson for rea- 
sons of health. 

Ben Thau; Metro studio exec, 
who also has been ailing, has left 
for New York for a short vacation. 


_to be produced by Otto Preminger 


| 


| 
| 





| Huntz Hall Beats Rap 


Hollywood, April 19. 
Huntz Hall, 28-year-old film and 
legit actor, was let off yesterday 
(Tues.) on a charge of narcotics 
possession by Superior Court 
Judge Frederick Houser. Hall was 
arrested Oct. 28 when some mari- 
juana cigarets were found buried 
under a tree behind his home. 


NW Theatres Suffer 





Distribs Drive For Upped Drive-In 
Rentals As Checks Show Big Profits 


> Distribs are again directing a 
strong campaign to boost the dol- 


lar take from drive-ins. A flock of 
the open-air theatres scattered 
through the country have been 


notified that new terms must be 
negotiated before the companies 
start servicing product during the 
coming warm weather. 

The perennial drive is nearing 
the boiling point, with a number 
of distribs demanding that the 
open-air houses throw open their 
books for inspection so that a re- 
vamping of sales policy can be 
done logically. Supporting the de- 
mands for better rentals, majors 





Little Quake Damage 


Seattle, April 19. 

A number of theatres were dam- 
aged when Seattle and the North- 
west were rocked by its roughest 
earthquake on record last week, in 
which eight lives were lost and 50 
persons injured. The quake came 
at noon, when theatres were empty 
or just opening. 

Worst hit was the Liberty thea- 
tre, Kelso, Wash., a John Danz 
house, which was closed Thursday 
night owing to damages. In 
Olympia, the downtown area was 
closed that afternoon, but opened 
in the evening, so theatres were 
hit but little. The Humanist 
building, in heart of Seattle's 
downtown, owned by J. Danz, was 
badly damaged. 

Employees at Capital Music Co., 
on ninth floor of the old Terminal 
Sales Bldg., reported the building 
swayed and was expected to crash, 
but somehow it held up. At some 
of the music stores records crashed 
from shelves and were broken. It 
was “‘stop the music” for the dura- 
tion while the earth quivered at 
Sherman-Clay. | 


10-Year St. Loo Pact 
For 50 Stagehands 


St. Louis, April 19. 

A new 10-year contract covering 
50 stagehands in 30 houses con- 
'trolled by Fanchon & Marco and 
the St. Louis Amus. Co., was 
signed last week. Pact is believed 
to be the longest ever negotiated 
here. 

In addition to the four delyxers, 
Fox, Ambassador, Missouri and 
Ambassador, operated by F&M, 
the contract covers 26 nabes of the 





Amus. Co. While the new pact 
maintains the present scale of 
$86.25 per week it reduces the 


work week from 56 hours for a 
seven-day week to 48 hours in six 
days and gives a two-week vaca- | 
tion period annually. 


Ferrer’s 2d Pic 


Hollywood, April 19. 
Second film job for Jose Ferrer 
will be male lead opposite Gene 
Tierney in “Methinks the Lady,” 





| 
| 
| 
' 
| 
| 


at 20th-Fox, starting May 28. 

Ferrer, currently on Broadway | 
in “Silver Whistle,” won an Oscar 
nomination for his first screen role 
in “Joan of Arc.” 





According to the Theatre Guild, 
producer of “Whistle,” the play 
will probably lay off this summer 
and resume for a brief tour in the 
fall with Ferrer starred. Actor is 
under contract for the legit show 
through May 31. 











Mols. Drive-Ins 


Continued from page 3 








and trade circles believe this de- 
termination may have the effect of 
halting the veritable orgy of out- 
door theatre building. 

Branch managers are making no 





bones over the fact that they in- 
tend to seek better terms. Buyers 
for drive-ins plan to resist these 
demands and will map a last-ditch 
fight here next week. 





Seven Det. Drive-Ins Open 

| Detroit. | 
Seven of the eight Detroit area, 
drive-ins opened April 8, includ- | 
ing the new Gran River, boasting | 
largest screen in midwest. New| 
drive-in, built by Associated The-| 
atres, has 1,000-car capacity. Town 
Drive-In, also new, opens April 15. 





First East Texas Open-Airer 

‘Lufkin, Texas. 

New Redland drive-in theatre | 

opened here by East Texas The- 

atres, first open airer in this part 

of east Texas. 
manager. 


| 
! 
j 
| 
| 


Fred Minton rT 


have been quietly checking re- 
ceipts of drive-ins even on _ films 
booked on flat terms. 

These checkups, it is said, in- 
dicate that the operators of drive- 
ins are now engaged in the most 
profitable end of the exhibition 
wing. Real reason for the lush 
operations by open-air houses, dis- 
tribs are asserting, is the ability 
to win bargain-basement terms 
which still carry over from early 
days when these theatres were re- 
garded as an unimportant phase of 


the business operating on the 
fringe of exhibition. 
Campaign which undoubtedly 


will spell a hike in terms this year 
has been needled by competing 
orthodox exhibs who are now faced 
by demands of the open-airers for 
equal run and clearance. In many 


important situations, the better 
terms snared by drive-ins have 
been the saurce of considerable 


griping by four-wall operators who 
charge that their good-weather 
take has been sliced substantially 
by patrons taking in their film fare 
on the open road. 





Reissue 2 ‘Tarzans’ 

RKO is reissuing two Johnny 
Weismuller Tarzans, “Tarzan Tri- 
umphs” and “Tarzan’s Desert 
Mystery,” in June on double-bill 
basis. 

Both were originally released in 
1943. 














New York Theatres | 
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-BERGMAN 


A VICTOR FLEMING PRODUCTION 
COLOR BY TECHNICOLOR - CAST OF 
with 1OSE FERRER - FRANCIS L SULLIVAN +) CARRGL NAISH - WARD BOND 
SHEPPERD STRUOWICK » MURO HATFIELD - GENE LOCKMAR! - JOHN EMERY 
GEORGE COULOURTS « JOHN IRELAND and CECH. RELLAWAY 
based upon the stege play joan of Lorraine by MAKWEL( ANDERSON 
sereen play by MAXWELL ANDERSON ond W SOLT « ort dwechen &, 
RICHARO DAY « dwector of photography JOSEPH VALENTINE AS C . 


Produced by WALTER WANGER Directed by VICTOR FLEMING 


presented by SERRA PICTURES, inc + released by RKO RADIO PICTURES 


24th WEEK! Mtoe 


Service 


production of the 
picture ‘JOAN OF Ant” 











JEANNE MADELEINE GEORGE RICHARD 
CRAIN CARROLL SANDERS GREENE 


“THE FAN” 


A 20th Century-Fox Picture 
On Variety Stage — GINNY SIMMS, Others 


On ice Stage—‘‘The MERRY WIDOW" 


with JOAN HYLDOFT ~- ARNOLD SHODA 
_ROXY "wi! 
50th St. 
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RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 
Rockefeller Center 
BING CROSBY 

Rhonda Wm. Sir Cedrie 

FLEMING BENDIX - HARDWICKE 


“—&\ CONNECTICUT YANKEE 
In King Arthur’s Court” 


Color by Technicolor 
A Paramount Picture 
THE GREAT EASTER STAGE SHOW 
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Wednesday, April 20, 1949 





Morris Novik, radio consultant 
or the American Federation of La- 
“or and the International Ladies | 
Giarment Workers Union, and for- | 
mer director of WNYC, the N. Y. | 
municipally-owned station, is nego- 
‘iating to take over WLIB from 
Dorothy Thackrey, owner of the 
V. Y. Post. Selling price is re- 
vorted to be about $175,000. 

Station, from time to time, has 
reportedly been on the block, fol- 
owing several unsuccessful at- | 
‘empts to evolve an operational | 
ormat to take it out of the red. | 
in the process, there have been 
some upheavals and a succession 
of managers, with Herman Bess, 
now at the helm, giving it a for- 
eign-language accent, notably on 
the Spanish side. 

Interesting aspect of the Novik 


deal is the formula he plans to 
establish. Operational concept 1s 
that, with upwards of 2,000,000 


English-speaking Jewish residents 
in New York City who are cham- 
pioning the cause of Israel, an all- 
English operation patterned to the 
desires and needs of such a major 
segment of population would be a 
natural. 

As such, it would be a radio 
counterpart to the policy of Mrs. 
Thackrey’s N. Y. Post daily. 





| 





Mutual Getting A 
Program Facelift 


Cued by the shift of Gabriel 
Heatter from 9 to 7:30 p.m. cross- 
the-board and the addition of the 
soaper strip “Against the Storm” 
at 11:30 a.m., Mutual is revamping 
its program lineup starting Mon- 
day (25). 

Lanny Ross will switch to 12:30 
p.m., followed by “Gabriel Heat- 
ter’s Mailbag” at 12:45 p.m. In the 
2:30 p.iu. slot, “Say It With Music,” 
originating from WHK, Cleveland, 
will replace “Anniversary Club,” 
which is being yanked. Also nixed 
is Red Benson’s “Movie Matinee,”’ 
with a new Bob Poole disk jockey 
series taking its 3 p.m. position. 
“Luncheon at Sardi’s,” heard at 
1 p.m. over WOR, New York MBS 
key, will be transcribed for 3:30 
airing on the net. 

In the evening sked, “Mutual 
Newsreel” moves up from 9:15 a.m. 
to 6:45 p.m., although WOR will 
not be able to carry it because 
Stan Lomax is in the period. An- 
other cross-the-board change will 
be move of Bill Henry’s newscasts 
from 9:55 to 8:55 p.m. 

On Monday (25) at 9 p.m. the 
web will preem “Affairs of Peter 
Salem,” a Hi Brown production. 
Following “Hunting and Fishing 
Club,” the 9:55 p.m*> Monday spot 
will be filled by “My Best Story,” 
a new Hy Gardner celeb interview 
series. 

On Tuesday (26), 9 p.m. spot will 
be taken by “John Steele, Adven- 
turer,” a new intrigue stanza. On 
Wednesday, “International Air- 
port,” a Hi Brown program, will 
start in the 8:30 period. ‘Scatter- 
good Baines” will be heard at 9, 
moving over from Thursday. Fri- 
day’s 9 p.m. stanza will be “Sylvan 
Levin’s Opera Concert.” 





Wisconsin Court Ruling 
Gives Radio Performer 
Exclusive to His Name 


Milwaukee, April 19. 

Wisconsin supreme court handed 
down a precedent-setting ruling 
last week which gives a radio per- 
former exclusive rights to his 
mame regardless of what station 
he works at. Case involved the 
right of Jack Bundy to use the 
name “Heinie and His Band” pro- 
gram anywhere else but on WHMJ, 
Milwaukee, with whom Bundy had 
a contract. 

Supreme court’s decision held 
that the contract between Bundy. 
who's general manager for WMAW 
here, and WTMJ involved “unrea- 
sonable restraint.” The judges 
ruled that ‘“‘Heinie” did not have 
the standing of a trade name and 
was not used to identify any pro- 
gram now on WTMJ. The con- 
tract, originally drawn in 1932. has 
lost its effect by disuse, the court 
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'srael-Accented Format on Novik 


Agenda for Takeover of WLIB, N.Y. 





Goodman Ace says don’t be 
surprised if CBS board chair- 
man William S. Paley offers 
NBC $2,000,000 for its chimes. 


| 
Dough-Re-Me | 
| 








;}ment or 


Rankin in Bid 
For Gag Rule | 
On Gabbers 


Washington, April 19. 

Aroused by a broadcast by Drew 
Pearson charging that former 
Secretary of Defense Forrestal is 
suffering from a serious mental 
illness, Rep. John E. Rankin of 
Mississippi last week introduced a 
bill in the House to aid persons 
defamed over the radio or tele- 
vision in recovering damages. 

Rankin’s measure would amend 
the Communications Act to require 
that networks and stations post 
with the FCC bonds to insure their 
appearance in any civil or criminal 
proceeding and satisfy any judg- 
fine imposed. The 
licensees would also be called upon 
to designate an agent in each State 
in which their broadcasts are heard 
for service of process in slander, 
libel or defamation suits resulting 
from radio broadcasts. 

The bill would make it unlawful 
for any individual receiving com- 
pensation for his broadcasts ‘“‘to 
announce, discuss, or comment 
upon the news or current event” 
unless, prior to the program, 
agents have been designated in the 
states receiving the broadcast and 
bonds have been posted with the 
Commission. 

Prior to introducing his bill, 
Rep. Rankin blasted Pearson in 
the House as a “loathsome slime 
monger of the air’ who should no 
longer be allowed ‘‘to carry on his 
filthy diatribes against decent in- 
dividuals who are unable to defend 
themselves.” The commentator’s 
“outrageous attack” on Forrestal, 
he said, “is enough to arouse the 
resentment of every decent human 
being throughout the entire coun- 
wy.” 

The Congressman declared he 
would call upon the FCC “to take 
steps to prevent such 
abuses” from being broadcast. “It 
is about time,” he said, “the Gov- 








KLZ Announcer 


MAUREY MILLER 


A background of four years pro- 
ducing and announcing in mid-west 
radio circles by Maurey Miler is 
just one more reason why KLZ’s 
announcing staff rates tops with 
Rocky Mountain listeners 


KLZ, Denver. 








NAB Asks to Go 


inhuman | 


Slow on Virgin Is. 


Washington, April 9. 

A proposal by the FCC to allow 
low-power AM stations in the Vir- 
gin Islands was opposed yesterday | 
(18) by the NAB as “ill-advised” 
for this country at this time, in 
view of the forthcoming North 
American Regional Broadca: ‘ing 
Agreement Conference in Canada| 
in September. 

The NAB said the_ proposal, 
which would allow 50 watt stations 
in the Islands, would “jeopardize” 
our existing policy, “upon which 
the whole sfandard band allocation 
structure is based.” It 
asked that no action be 
without a public hearing. 


taken 


Low power for the Islands was | 
proposed last month by the FCC) 


to enable the territory to have its 
own broadcast service. Under pres-| 
ent rules, the Commission said, it 


is not financially feasible to op-| 


erate stations with the power and 


equipment ‘now required. With 50) 


watts power, the FCC believes, a 
standard station on a local channel 
would provide satisfactory service 
with a minimum of equipment. 


NBC Sun. Sked For 
Fall Shaking Down; 
Powell Just a Filler 





On the basis of early returns | 


from affiliates, who are being 


ernment stepped in an put a stop polled on the wisdom of slotting 


to such ghoulish practices.” 


Hub WCOP Outlet Airs 
What Dailies Fear To 


| 


Print on Strike Threat 


Boston, April 19. 

WCOP, Hub ABC outlet, again 
scored a news beat here this week 
in being the first to air the news 
that Filene’s, one of the city’s big- 
gest department stores, was 
threatened with a walkout of its 
3,000 sales people. No. Boston 
newspaper dared touch it. 

The walkout, which came to a 
strike vote the night before the 
| Retail Dry Goods Clerks Union 
‘figured to close down the huge 
store, was threatened for Monday 
at noon, but state ‘labor concilia- 
‘tors averted the event. Some of 
the other stations carried the news 
(with several notable omissions). 
but only WCOP featured it and 
kept up bulletins on it. 





Station’s news department, 
months ago | 
when one of its newscasters was | 


scored a beat some 


present at the 
escaped 


VALLEE AGREES TO 


capture of an 
murderer, 





| ‘NO SING’ CLAUSE 


| Hollywood. April 19. 

Rudy Vallee has settled his beef 
with CBS, moving into the “Lux 
Radio Theatre” summer replace- 
ment spot on July 6. 

Vallee won't sing, thus falling in 
with the web's desire to shape his 
ether personality in ‘Dear Doc- 
tor” along lines of stuffed-shirt 
film characterizations, unless _lis- 
teners request tune. in which case 
a musicomedy format a la Dennis 
| Day. will be arranged. 


*t@e 


| 


a giveaway show as opposition to 
Jack Benny, indications are that 
NBC will go ahead with its plans 
to install a 6:30 to 7:30 Sunday 
jackpot stanza. The network points 


| out that the Dick Powell whodunit 


going into the 7 o'clock niche this 


Sunday (24) is strictly an interim | 


program maneuver, pending final 
affiliate 
which of three giveaways current- 
ly under consideration gets the 
final nod. 

If the hour-long giveaway goes 
in, here’s how the NBC ‘Sunday 
situation will shake down in the 
fall: 

From 6:30 to 7:30 a top-coin 
jackpot show; 7:30, Phil Harris- 
Alice Faye; 8 o'clock, Henry Mor- 
gan; 8:30 to 9:30, ‘‘Theatre Guild of 
the Air;” 9:30, “Album of Familiar 
Music;” 10 o'clock, “Take It Or 
Leave It;” 10:30, Horace Heidt. 

That means finding a new time 
for the Dean Martin-Jerry Lewis 
program, which will probably wind 
up on another evening. 





April 15 Top Hoopers 


Walter Winchell ............ 26.8 
|Lux Radio Theatre.......... 25.4 
Se 22.5 
Fibber & Molly............. 20.0 
ess | ne 19 3 
Se Ce EE... . skaebecbwins 18.9 
Bob Hope weer CT eee 
WOME OOS, hk hb i adawes 18.7 
People Are Funny.......... 16.1 
Amos ‘n’ Andy Por eee 
UY SD LAVOE sciscdssanss. EB 
Mr. District Attorney........ 15.0 
Ree OO LOGE TBS. ..os cee is, 14.3 
eo no 
SE 934-5 0:3 0ricin bik bs Bites, acne 14.1 
POG WOM 6c seaxeucee¥ eoacten: 14.) 


therefore | 


| number of 
| 
| 


returns and decision on | 


Benny Leads in 


in the charmed circle in 1948 to eight this year. 


49 Projectables 


Indications that CBS talent raids last winter paid off strongly 
for the web are demonstrated in the 1949 winter Hooper project- 
able ratings, which show CBS jumping from a total of three shows 


NBC, despite its 


losing seven shows in the top 20 to lower its total to 10 for this 


year, remained in the No. 1 spot among the major webs. 


ABC, 


which placed no shows last year, is represented this season with 
Walter Winchell in 10th place and “Stop the Music” in 11th. 
Nationwide ratings are based on the winter peak Jan. 15-Feb. 14 


period. 


Jack Benny, now headlining the new CBS roster, copped first 
place this year, dropping “Fibber & Molly,” 1948’s winner, to third. 


“Lux Radio Theatre” climbed into second spot. 


Biggest jumps 


were shown by “Duffy’s Tavern,” up from 19th last year to seventh, 
and Arthur Godfrey’s “Talent Scouts,” up from 16th to fifth. 
“Duffy’s” enjoyed the addition of 30 more NBC stations this year, 
while CBS added five outlets to those carrying the Godfrey show. 


Projectable U. S. ratings reflect an approximate 10% 


boost in 


radio homes reported for 1948 as compared with 1946, most of the 


boost having beén in rura! areas. 
Following are the top 20 U. S. 


weekly shows for this season: 


Hooperatings for evening once- 


Network, Estimated 
No. of U. S. No. of 
Program Stations Hooperating Listeners 
Jack Benny CBS—166 24.26 25,738,000 
Lux Radio Theatre . . CBS—151 23.33 20,714,000 
Fibber McGee .... .NBC—165 yo. Ue 20,434,000. . 
Bob Hope poses ss 6 eteeo——Loe 21.27 19,045,000 
Godfrey Talent Scouts. .CBS—151 19.64 18,103,000 
Amos ’n’ Andy CBS—150 18.80 19,592,000 
Duffy’s Tavern .. ... NBC—159 18.43 16,226,000 
Mr. District Attorney. .NBC—160 17.84 14,632,000 
My Friend Irma ...... CBS—151 17.82 15,687,000 
Walter Winchell ...... ABC—252 17.78 17,057,000 
Stop the Music ....... ABC—176 16.97 18,325,000 
ie, ee ere CBS—162 16.78 14,836,000 
Big Town NBC—132 15.96 12,911,000 
pl a. ieee NBC—163 15.79 15,981,000 
People Are Funny ..... NBC—162 15.74 12,732,000 
Great Gildersleeve NBC—148 15.14 13,329,000 
Crime Photographer CBS—163 15.03 12,328,000 
Mystery Theatre ...... CBS—149 15.02 13,562,000 
Burns & Allen ....... NBC—145 15.00 12,584,000 
FAG POTOOS iis chido NBC—163 





14.88 14,163,000 








NAB Sets Up Broadcast Adv. Dept. 


As ‘Bucks for Biz Gains Momentum 


ee 
vr 





On a Lower Level 


One of those “NBC vs. CBS” 
situations, though related to 
personnel rather than _ pro- 
gramming, has been taking 
place on a local level. It in- 
volves the acquisition § by 
WVNJ, in Newark, N. J., of a 
ex-employees of 
WMCA, N. Y. indie presently 
going through an upheaval. 

Interesting aspect is that 
WVYNJ, at 620 on the dial, and 
WMCA, at 570, are slugging it 
out “at the top of the dial” 
for practically the same audi- 
ence. 








Giveaway Jams 
~ Up Fire, Hospital 
Calls in Mpls. 


Minneaplois, April 19. 
Radio giveaway brought apolo- 
gies from KSTP after calls tied up 
loop telephone exchange for more 
than a half hour, stymying police, 
firemen, hotels and hospitals. 
Offer was made by Don Hawkins 


on his “Nighthawkin’”’ disk jockey | 


show. Restaurant operated by one 
“Madman” Braman offered steak 
‘dinners to anyoné calling before 
11:50 p.m. 

at 11:30 p.m. 


4 


telephone exchange, serving much 
of the loop. Until past midnight 
exchange was jammed by dialers. 

Police and fire headquarters were 
unable to get calls, most tele- 
phoners getting busy signals on 
exchange numbers. 

Four hospitals also found switch- 
boards tied up in same way, as did 
several of town’s biggest hotels. 
Affair interested telephone com- 
pany, and KSTP promised no more 
stunts which would have same ef- 
fect. Hawkins voiced apologies on, 
his show. (KSTP is served by an- 
other exchange.) 

_At restaurant, Braman jerked 
singer off floor to assist in answer- 
ing five telephones, and reported 
he contracted to give away 1,400 
dinners. Anyway, Hawkins was 
.convinced he; had listeners. 


Gimmick was voiced | 


| Restaurant is served by MAin | 


Chicago, April 19. 

National Assn. of Broadcasters 
wound up its. annual convention 
here last week (13) with a reso- 
lution to expand the Broadcast 
Advertising dept. of NAB “at the 
earliest possible time,” cued to the 
new “Bucks For Business” indus- 
try there. Station operators’ de- 
mands that NAB allot a flat 40°% 
of its tota. budget to ad dept. re- 
sulted in passage of a general reso- 
lution designed to soothe the dis- 
contented operators. 


Another resolution attacked a 
proposed FCC amendment requir- 
ing stations to advertise their ap- 
plications for licensing or changes 
in their operations. 

Convention also upheld the right 
of broadcasters to editorialize; 
asked a special NAB committee 
to look into the rising costs of 
transcription services; demanded 
duty-free imports of foreign origi- 
nations; and asked the State Dept. 
to extend the Interim Agreement 
with foreign nations until a new 
North Amer‘can Regional Broad- 
casters Agreement can be formed. 

NAB’ers also looked askance at 
the FCC-authorized, government- 
sponsored radio station in Puerto 
Rico, which has been given the 
green light to operate commer- 
cially in competition with private- 
ly-owned stations. ; 

Convention endorsed the prin- 
ciples of uniform radio research, 

(Continued on page 37) 


NBC Claims Fill-In 


On 2 Fri. Bowouts 


NBC claims it has wrapped up 
sale of the two half-hour Friday 
night segments (9:30-10:30) being 
vacated by Procter & Gamble’s Red 
Skelton, who moves over to CBS 
in the fall, and “Life of Riley, 
which P&G is dropping to effect 
a $1,000,000 a year time-talent sav- 
ings. 

NBC isn’t tipping who the new 
bankrollers are, but it’s known that 
the web has been pitching hard for 
a transfer of the Texaco Milton 
Berle radio billings from ABC. It's 
considered likely that Berle may 
go into one of the two 30-minute 
Friday stretches. That is contin- 
gent, too, on whether Berle feels 





up to doubling again from his 


weekly TV production into AM. 
Sale of the two periods would 
take NBC off the hook for a mint 


» «+ Mwm.of, $1,500,000. in time billings. 
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BMI: Broadcast Music Ignored 


For a while it looked as if Broadcast Music, Inc., would be left 
stranded in left field in connection with the elaborate floor show 
put on as one of the climactic events of last week’s annual NAB 


convention in Chicago. 


BMI had raided its treasury to the tune of $3,500 as its share of 
the show’s $13,000 nut, with the four networks pitching in the 


remainder of the coin. 


Everything was going smoothly, with headliners Joe E. Lewis, 
Dorothy Shay, Dick Haymes, the Champions, et al., running true 
to form, when it suddenly dawned on the NAB-conscious impre- 
sarios that not a single musical sequence in the elaborate program 


contained a BMI tune. 


There was some frantic last-minute huddling, with Haymes finally 
called into the breach. He agreed to an on-the-spot ad lib arrange- 
ment of “Great Wide Wonderful World,” with the singer using a 


printed score. 








ventions unless they translated i pte Re as ioe . ‘ki ; 
° themselves into something more Cadillac, where 24 years ago shows = idence of buckling down 
pot Ig | rown n realistic he was a short order cook. - its cute ck age poe ;, it 
: ’ * * las some mighty tough obstacies 
? Sees Re Seen Wt thee, to hurdle. On the basis of the 


Stockholder-Participation Shows 


CBS and NBC are primed for the+ 





By GEORGE ROSEN 


To a large segment of the broad- 
casters departing the scene of the 
| National Assn. of Broadcasters’ 
|/convention in Chicago last week, 
|it added up to a “transcribed re 
peat on red tape.” 

Many broadcasters quit the con- 
fab with mingled feelings of frus- 
tration and despair, vowing that 
they’ve seen the last of NAB con- 





/in the wake of this year’s conven- 
tion, there’s been a resurgence of 
the old anti-NAB attitude, which 
had been quelled over the past 
| couple of years. Many take the 
| position: “it’s time we started get- 





-NAB’S ‘PLAYBACK ON RED TAPE’ 





BAD HANOVER Trade Evaluates ‘Operations NBC 
AT CHI LONER While Conjecturing on Time-Table 
~ For Creative Splurge; McCray's Role 





My Man Godfrey 


Detroit, April 19. 
Arthur Godfrey is sched- 
uled to speak Friday (22) be- 
fore the Adcraft Club. 
He'll stay in the Presiden- 
tial Suite of the Hotel Book- 








Godfrey Straying 
Off Reservation 


+ Scheduled reorganization on tap 
at NBC, plus revelation of the loss 
half-hour night- 
time billings (Kraft), are sparking 
wholesale 
trade re-evaluating of the “Oper- 


of an additional 


fresh conjecture and 


ations NBC” picture. 


It’s generally acknowledged that, 
network 


until such time as the 


present-day scorecard, the feeling 


prevails among many in the trade 


— 


Pulling in NBC’s Belt? 


two crack question-and-answer ‘ =e" ting wise to ourselves; let’s cut There has been some height- 
stanzas of the season. They’re the | White Fishing out these convention fol-de-rols | ened apprehension around 
annual stockholder meetings. | Frank White, newly-ap- once and for all. NBC since the word got around 
Columbia’s takes place today pointed prexy of Mutual net- “It costs us a lot of money and | that Joseph McConnell, v.p. in 


(Wed.), same day that prexy Frank 
Stanton sails for an extended va- 
cation in Europe: The RCA-NBC 
meeting comes off May 3. 

It’s anticipated that there will 
be plenty of hair letting-down at 
both sessions, with the stockhold- 


work, was formally intro- 
duced to the personnel at net- 
work headquarters last Thurs- 
day (14) with a luncheon 
tossed at the Hotel Astor, N. Y. 
White officially takes over as 
successor to Edgar Kobak, May 


time—valuable time in -vhich we 


ought to be out scraping up new | 


| accounts—and any of the down-to- 
earth values stem from the dis- 
trict meetings, where the real 
| meat - and - potatoes business is 
wrapped up. Once and for all let’s 


Chesterfield, it is reported, 


would be a lot happier with Arthur | 


Godfrey and his hour-long Wednes- 


day night video show if he confined | 


Worrying Child. 


charge of finances for Radio 
Corp. of America, has moved 
in to NBC with an eye towards 
“tightening up” the organiza- 
tional structure of the network. 

NBC execs deny that Mc- 
Connell is using “hatchet” tac- 








ers pitching the questions in a bid 1, and meanwhile has gone on | cut out these annual conventions. ,.. ,, rel . | ties, but is mor -erne 
to find out “what gives” in connec- a fishing trip. We’re just playing back last year’s an CURerier atires ag eae wd oar pierstie i oan F eagne Soy 
tion with the turbulent CBS vs. White revealed that, except refrain.” | which the ciggle company !s plunk- | structure towards lopping off 
NBC events of the past few to bring in a program mana- “Shoulda Stood in Bed” ,ing down a fat chunk of coin!  gycess baggage and effecting 
months. ; _ | ger, if he can find the right One broadcaster, lamenting a annually. The fact that Godfrey | economies where needed. 

On the Columbia side, it is) one, he contemplates no — several hundred dollar tab, an-| frequently ad libs a lot of com- The “tightening up,” it’s 
- ys a. ee poe Fy Awik | ogg 0 gy het gin nounced a permanent convention mentary on soft drinks and other! ‘Said. is already manifesting 

‘ : peration departure with: “I could have got- | itself in new budgets. 
liam S. Paley for a chapter-and-| before making any moves. ten just as drunk at home.” products that takes the accent off a 


verse breakdown of the newly-in- 


augurated policies attending the | 


acquisition of Jack Benny, Amos 
’n’ Andy, Bing Crosby, et al. Also 
the ramifications involving the re- 
ported rebate of $34,000 to Ameri- 
can Tobacco on the below-rating- 
average deal on Benny. It’s likely 


that the whole headache-inducing | 
Columbia Records situation will! 








‘Exclusive Angle 
Clouds Howard, 


True, the convention ended on 
|a note of personal triumph for 
| Kenneth Baker, who is now guid- 
ing the destinies of Broadcast 
| Measurement Bureau, for it was 
| his persuasive selling job that 
| single-handedly won a BMB vote 


of confidence among the delega- 


tion. 


Chesterfield, doesn’t seem to rest 
too well with the bankroller. 
Godfrey, for example, has made 
a habit of drinking Coca-Cola dur- 
ing the TV presentations. A couple 
of weeks back he sounded off at 
length on the subject, replying to 
a letter written by Walter Mack, 
boss man of Pepsi-Cola. Last week 
Godfrey pulled a switch, showing 


i that the web is still floundering in 
| its bid to find the formula to plug 
the dam break that set in last Oc- 
tober. 

They point to the attempts thus 
far to establish a new Sunday pro- 
gram formula to counter the CBS 
ascendancy, and conclude: “If that’s 
the answer, the sooner NBC dis- 





1 Otherwise, it was generally e L é 
get some stockholder scrutiny, as | agreed that the accomplishments up with both Pepsi and Coca, (Continued on page 36) 
well. | ew ac of this year’s convention added up which cued considerable more | 


Similarly, RCA board chairman 
David Sarnoff is expected to be 
on the receiving end of a flock of 
$64 questions pertinent to the NBC 
“dam breaking” and what the par- 
ent organization intends doing to 
recoup its prestige—and billings. 

Meanwhile, there are trade re- 
percussions over last week’s ABC 
stockholder meeting, when board 


chairman Edward J. Noble tossed | 


in some remarks to indicate that 
ABC was second to CBS in audi- 





Cy Howard, whose top-Hooper- 
ated “My Friend Irma” commer- 
cial show, has parlayed him into 
one of CBS’ “exclusive” prize pos- 
sessions, planed in to New York 
from the Coast last week to talk 
new contract terms with Colum- 
bia’s board chairman William S. 
Paley. Howard came east in com- 
pany of Hal Wallis, producer of the 
newly-completed “Irma” film which 


activities, is expected to provoke 


to practically zero. Some broad- 
(Continued on page 37) 


Chorus at Nets: 
Cut, Cut, Cut’ 


Hollywood, April 19. 





have been trimmed to the bone. 


commentary on the rival colas. 

In one other respect, however, 
Chesterfield makes no bones as to 
how it rates its Godfrey show pay- 
off. Plus emphasis is put on carton 
sales, rather than individual packs 
and the considerable upbeat in 
carton-conscious customers is at- 
tributed by the ciggie company 
—— to the Godfrey commer- 
cials. 





| 


Things Look Up 
On BMB Front 


Washington, April 19. 
Things are definitely picking up 
on the Broadcast Measurement 





Ken Baker’s “facts of 


ence pull, ahead of NBC. Re- Paramount will release in Septem- | The big axe is swinging at the M ah Bureau front, with WLW, Cincin- 
‘ | chads the ABC research beys | ®**- ve i based on he ate per. ee neg hr sapeing away at Whatever the Disposition nati, coming through today (Tues.) 
are in dith P y erty which Howard produces an udgets. Order has gone out from ? ith 20, 5 iad 
. justify t goo wn an attempt to created, with Howard also doing the home offices to cut corners: Of Cleve. WG There $ earring atid arailibeoen deuders 
‘ . y the claim. lthe fil “ipti dk ‘ | pledge. Unusual aspect of the 
: Noble’s assertion that the stock- |“ %!m scripting. - and keep costs down at all costs. | A P . | F WLW signaturing. h is st 
‘ holders needn’t look for any di-| _ Definition of the word exclu- The heavy is television with its | att In ts uture ‘ons le ra ears owevess 5S 1 
: vidends for the next couple of sive” may prove the fly in the oint- | grinding demands for more coin) Cleveland, April 19 moh Ce eee a 
~ years, in view of the web’s invest- Ment in Howard and CBS coming and fresh calls for red ink. | emees hosed Ga tee MAR com BMB until June. 1950 8 
“ ment in TV, is regarded in the to serene oe rg ge ape Hardest hit by the economy gion in Chicago that Scripps-How-|  That’s precisely what the BMB 
trade as taking an optimistic view- ten pip Maas oo Sore. wave are the house shows and ard is casting covetous eyes at G.| hierarchy has been striving for in 
» point, fonrdventy The likelihood that it may tora ag ener ped _~ my eee A. Richards’ WGAR brought mild ‘its bid to stations throughout the 
My |entail a 10-12 week, or even more, | ° : ; e deen Jrietec surprise to persons concerned. | country to aid in hurdling the 
| aad Oe his multiple CBS on how to whack overhead and John Patt, WGAR manager, de-| present crisis. 
| Checzow rom s ullip - get within their budgets, which nied the report, saying he has not life” 
| 








Philip Morris To 
Smoke Em Out 


Next season is expected to find 
Philip Morris, one of radio's heavy 


repercussions from the Paley front. 

CBS, over the past year, has 
made no bones as to how Howard 
rates within the organization. His 
“Irma” fetches, in addition to top 
ratings. a good chunk of Lever 
Bros. coin, and ‘iis “Life With 
Luigi” property is currently get- 





It is held doubtful that any sum- 
mer show, sustained by the nets, 
will carry an impost of better than 
$3,000. Shows which heretofore 
hired premium AFRA talent are 
now calling in scale actors, and 
there are more than enough to go 





heard of any developments in that 
direction, and that he is still 
awaiting the advisory committee’s 
suggestion as to the disposition of 
the station. 

At the S-H outlet, WEWS, gen- 
eral manager James Hanrahan 
maintained nothing has developed 





presentation to the NAB conven- 
tion delegates was one of the few 
real contribs of last week’s meet- 
ing and paved the way for the 
turning point in BMB’s career. 

| 





Another FCC Probe? 





Spenders, with a drastic reshuffle ;; iti around. Even the top stockers are along S-H taking over the Rich- 
ip of its AM-TV programming sched- | ti"® SPonsor nibbles. | in addition. cutting their price to get back to ards’ property. About four years. Washington, April 19. 
Ay ule. x2 hee tonne ; ee <p CBS work. As the boys would say, “‘the ago, the Richards’ Cleveland sta~ ge, & w. MacFarland has b 
ng It’s considered probable that a a ee panic is on,” and nobody's kid- tion was reportedly offered to the ras. 5 as ween 
3S Edwards show, “This Is Your Life.” But Paley ae - oe son can't make house payments with 000,” but the offer was nixed. merce sub-committee which may 
” Will be axed at the end of the sea- 2°" ee. Se oe it aP- watches, radios and deep freezes. Rialtoites say that whatever the make a full scale probe of the FCC 
i son. Progr: rently pears a question whether he'll per- disposition of the 50 kw. station this y is va 
ct ating poeta Currently has a 10.3 mit the new deal to embrace the ° bewae n this year. His group is slated to 
\V- rating in opposition to the less- Par: t chore Lisa Ankles Mor an Show the name Patt will loom promi- study radio, telegraph and tele- 
expensive “Mystery Theatre” on aramount chore, g nent and with much power be- phone communications. 
- CBS, which has a 14.5 audience . | Lisa Kirk, featured in Broad- Cause of his enviable record with Others on the committee are 
yat pull. Also reported heading for the Chr sler Builds Own Web way’s “Kiss Me, Kate,” is ankling the station. | Senators Estes Kefauver, Edwin C. 
‘or Cancellation route is the Tex Mc- y |NBC’s “Henry Morgan Show” to 7 | Johnson, Homer E. Capehart and 
on Crary-Jinx Falkenburg “Preview” Sammy Kaye musical stanza, to work on a TV stanza and because | WOWO-AFRA Sign | Charles W. Tobey. 
it's video show sponsored by the cig- be heard over WJZ, N. Y., three of differences with the comedian. | 
vay gle outfit, times weekly at 6:45 p. m., will. Singer’s feeling reportedly is that | Fort Wayne, April 19. . : Y 
ite Philip Morris is presently en- get national distribution via plat-| although she was billboarded in Contract has been signed by. WNYC’s History of N. Y. ; 
‘in- 8aged in a lot of program read- ters. .Chrysler-Plymouth dealers ads and publicity buildup for WOWO and WOWO-FM and the A transcribed series on the his- 
els justment, with the revived will build their own network, buy- | Morgan’s new series, her numbers Fort Wayne local of the American tory of New York City will be 
his Against the Storm” daytime strip ing time for the show on 241 sta- were presented as “just an inter- Federation of Radio Artists, end- produced with the cooperation of 
replacing Kate Smith as PM’s bill- tions, including indies and affili- mission” for the comic and she ing negotiations which have been the New York Historical Assn. — 
uld ngs contribution to Mutual, and ates of the major nets, wherever couldn't do the numbers she _ in progress more than 18 months. aired over WNYC, WNEW an 
ini- orace Heidt moving back into his possibl*choosing Monday, Wednes- | wanted. Contract, effective April 15, calls WNYE. 
igs. former 10:30 Sunday night NBC day and Friday slots. | Video show, featuring the for an 8% increase in salary, with, The half-hour dramas will stress 
time after an ineffectual attempt Kickoff date is May 16. Agency thrush, is being worked up by the increase retroactive to Feb. 1, the history of lower Manhattan 
0 compete with Jack Benny at 7. is McoCann-Erickson. | NBG-TV. 11949. It will run for a year. jand feature top thesping talent. 
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Top Brewery Acct. 


Pulls Out of Disk 


Shows; Wants Live Talent for Plugs 





Chicago, April 19. + 


Canadian Ace Brewing Co. is 
undergoing a major shift in radio 
advertising, because the brewing, 


| 


company execs are dissatisfied with | 
the commercial angles of tran-| 
scribed shows. CA is dropping 

three transcribed packages, and 

will turn to live talent programs | 
to hypo beer sales. 

Bad selling features of tran- 
scripts, CA officials point out, is 
the lack of personal endorsements 
on the commercials by the show 
principals. They figure that the 
personal approach, plus the added 
factor of local appeal by using Chi- 
originated shows, will result in bet- 
ter listener reaction, which will in 
turn boost sales. 

Brewery’s total radio-tele budget 
of $30,000 monthly will remain un- 
changed. CA execs stressed that 
the only change will be within the 
radio-tele, and not into other fields, 
such as press and outdoor. 

Canadian Act recently dropped 
radio sponsorship of the Damon 
Runyon show on WCFL, the Guy 
Lombardo show via WGN, and will 
drop the tab on Easy Aces, WIND 
airer, in June. Lombardo and Easy 
Aces are Frederic Ziv packages, 
while the Runyon transcript is 
owned by Mayfair Productions. 

CA will continue sponsoring such ; 
local originations as “Fulfill Your 
Urge,” an audience participation | 
on WJJD; “Matinee at Midnight,” | 
a disk show via WBBM with John | 
McCormick; and Negro disker Al | 
Benson on WPPD and WGES. 

In line with its “personal plug” 
ideas, the brewery teed off Monday 
418) on Ernie Simon’s “Musical 
Scoreboard,” 15 min. disk show on 
WJJD, following airing of Chi 
White Sox baseball games. 

While CA advertising in tele- 
vision has been limited to film 
spots thus far on WGN-TV and 
WENR-TV, brewery officials indi- 
cated much confidence in video as 
a selling force. Additional spots 
are being lined up with WBKB. 

Canadian Ace is also in the mar- 
ket for a tele show with live talent. 
Like most potential video sponsors, | 
CA wants something different, and | 
is unimpressed wth the type of 
package currently being peddled 
by production outfits. Most of 
them, it was pointed out, are pretty 
jaded, and represent simply TV 
takeoffs of'old stuff from radio. 


‘Share Frequency 


Rule May Get Axe 


Washington, April 19. 
The old practice of allowing sta- 
tions toe share frequencies may 


soon be outlawed. Proposal to 
freeze the practice was advanced 
by the FCC last week. The agency 
explained that the need has largely 
disappeared with the development 
of broadcasting and that applica- 
tions to share are dwindling. 

However, the 35 stations sharing | 
time as of Jan. 1 would be allowed 
to continue but no more would be'! 
allowed. The Commission would 
also prohibit additional specified- | 
hours stations, of which there are! 
now 16. 














Grayson to Direct New 


Community ET Series | 


Community Chests and Councils | | 


of America will scon start produc- ; 


ing transcribed shows for the 1949 | | 


drive, to be launched this fall, un- | 
der the direction of Mitchell Gray- | 
son, director of “Big Sister’ and | 
former producer of “New World | 
A-Coming.” The 14 quarter-hour | 
shows will feature leading thespers, 
including Jessica Tandy, Aline| 
MacMahon and Ralph Bellamy. 

This is the fourth annual series 
offered by the CCCA and will be 
titled ‘‘Further Adventures of the 
Red Feather Man.” John Gibson 
will again play the title role. Music | 
will be by Jon Gart and scripts by 
Eloise Walton, media director for 
CCCA, and other radio writers. 

The ET’s will be offered to sta- 
tions in 1,250 community chest 
cities this ‘summer and will be 
open-ended to permit identification 
with local campaigns and agencies. | 
Scripts will be based on typical | 
case stories illustrating current so- | 
cial service problems. 


FCC to Probe WU’s New 
Sports Fees on Gripe 
Of Midwest Ball Web 


Washington, April 19. 


New tariff schedules of Western 
Union, which assess charges to 
each station in a network subscrib- 
ing to its baseball-sports service, 
will be the subject of an investiga- 
tion by the FCC, beginning May 9. 





was issued last week, on the com- 
plaint of the Midwest Baseball Net- 
work. 
midwest stations with reports of 
games of the Chicago Cubs and 
White Sox from Wrigley Field and 
Comiskey Park, broadcast over its 
station, WIND. 

The Commission refused to sus- 
pend the new WU tariffs, as re- 
quested by Midwest, 
that if it did so, there would be no 


provision in effect whereby other | 


than present subscribers could 
broadcast “WU’s_ sports. reports. 
Such a situation, it said, would be 
detrimental to Midwest, other sta- 
tions and networks, and the gen- 
eral public. 
subscribers will be given oppor- 
tunity to seek refunds if the Com- 
mission finds the new rates ex- 
cessive. 


The agency said its hearings will 
inquire into whether ‘‘an unjust 
and unreasonably discrimination” 
is made by WU against radio sta- 
tions by reason of the fact that 
subscribers who utilize the sports 
service for chain broadcasting are 
required to pay additional charges, 


| “while no such additional charges 


are imposed upon subscribers who 


are newspapers and press associa- | 


tions, and who utilize such reports 
in news services furnished to non- 
subscribers.” 

The new rates took effect yes- 
terday (18), coincident with the 
opening of the major league base- 
ball season. 





lowed on yaa suetione” —— * HATTERS TRANSCRIBE 


The Commission said sharing 
time is likely to lead to contro- 
versies between stations and also 
eomplicates interference problems, 
particularly in cases where the 
in different cities. 
Specified-hours stations, it said, ' 
“are believed to be wasteful of 
spectrum space and particularly 
undesirable in view of the increas- 
ing crowding of the AM broadcast 
band.” 





Groucho Sweepstakes 


Chicago, April 19. 

It’s a wide open race for the 
Groucho Marx program in the fall, 
according to Weiss & Geller, 
agency for Elgin-American. Marx, 
currently on ABC, is being wooed 
by William Paley for a CBS berth, 
but all four major nets are pitch- 
ing hard. 

Agency spokesnfan said, “We 
don't particularly care which net- 
work carries the show—we're look- 
ing for the best possible deal for. 
our client.” 





‘BUY UNION’ SERIES 


In a unique labor-management 
cooperative setup, “Turning Point,” 
a new transcribed series featuring 
top show biz names, is being pro- 
duced with union coin but will be 
bankrolled on indie stations by 
loca-industries. 


Latter serves a number of | 


explaining 


However, it ruled, | 


Series, being pro- | 





CHARLES SANFORD 


Musical Director 
ADMIRAL BROADWAY REVUE 
NBT-DuMont Television Networks 

Friday Nites, 8-9 P.M. 
Per. Rep.: LOU MINDLING 
113 West 57th St. New York 


Chandler Crimps 
‘Cardinal ‘Casts 


St. Louis, April 19. 








The expansion of broadcasting | 
| of the play-by-play of all games of 
ithe St. 

crimped last week when Baseball | 


Louis Cardinals was 


Commissioner Chandler ordered 


the discontinuance of broadcasts | 


in the areas of four minor league 
clubs. The cities involved are Jop- 
lin and Carthage, Mo.; Pittsburg, 
Kans., and Miami, Okla., all of 
which, except Joplin, . are in 
the Missouri - Oklahoma - Kansas 
League. Joplin is a member of 


| the Western Assn. 
An order scheduling the hearings | 


Chandler’s ruling came follow- 
ing a protest made by George 
Trautman, prez of the National 
Assn. of Minor Leagues and was 
based on a rule adopted by the 
minor league execs, last winter 
'that require a station to obtain 
| permission from all pro b. b. clubs 
within a 50-mile area before it may 
broadcast games of a club not lo- 
cated in the station’s city. 


The Joplin club, a Yankee farm 
organization, agreed to permit the 
broadcasting providing the others 
did likewise. However, they re- 
fused. The ruling of Chandler 
then became automatic, in agree- 
ment with the decision of the 
minor league. , 
| The Griesedieck Bros. Brewing 
Co., St. Louis, through Ruthrauff 
& Ryan has an exclusive contract 
| with the Cardinals and last: year 


| Hicks” for Equity Library Theatre. 








From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... t 


| Howard L. Davis, flack of the RCA Exhibition hall, has been upped 
|to manager of the Radio City electronics-TV showcase, vice John L, 
Crosby, Jr., who becomes production manager of WHAM-TV, Roches. 
|ter....Priscilla Morgan Cummings, of WNEW, joining Liebling-Wood 
' agency May 1, to handle radio-TV....David Sutton, CBS-TV sales mans 
|ager, back at his desk after three weeks at Ft. Lauderdale, Fila. _ 
Joe Gans new AM-TV v.p. at Thwing & Altman agency .. . Barbara 
| Stanger, Compton flack, and editor-hubby Merrill Pollack aj) on 








: | Queen Mary today (Wed.) for five weeks in Europe. 


| Paul Mann to direct two one-acters, “Plant in the Sun” and “py 
Other air thespers in the produc. 
tions include John Randolph, Jimmie Lipton, Paul Ford and Steve Hill 
....Charles J. Basch III has formed agency, Gibraltar Advertising Inc 

....WVie Damone to be crowned “King of Baritones’”’ Monday (25) in poll 
by WINS’ Jeff Davis... This year’s Paris Fair to include exhibs of 
radio manufacturers Decca to release platter of “Song Man.” tune 
by WMGM flackess Dorothy Sewell and hubby Hal Blake Morgan 
Ryan has switched from ABC eastern program manager to sales dept, 
Leonard Reeg temporarily taking over Morgan's post ...Lillian Okun, 
writer-producer, to take first vacation in 10 years, planing to Europe 
June 4....Michael Dreyfuss joins “Helen Trent” players Luis Van 
Rooten to “Lorenzo Jones” cast....Ted Streibert, WOR prez, vacation- 
ing in Bermuda for week ...Tom Flynn appointed press news editor 
|for WOR-TV, with Walter Bennett, Jr. taking over as WOR trade news 
| flack....Joan Sinclair joins John Reed King’s “Best Girl” WOR show 
| as production aide to Woody Klose... .Bud Collyer, “Winner Take Ajj” 
|emcee, downed by laryngitis Friday (15) and Bert Parks did last-minute 
' subbing assignment ... Daughter, Christy, borp to Mrs. Robert Patt at 
Lawrence hospital, Bronxville, Friday (8). Father is ad-sales promotion 
manager of WCBS... .Social note: Ed Kobak and Paul Jonas, Mutual 
sports director, guests of commissioner Chandler at baseball preem in 
dD. C, 

Bob Quigley,-CBS’ “County Fair” scripter, and Bill Gale, bandleader 
for the show, have collabed on series of new tunes. Latest is polka, 
titled “Annabella’”....Margaret Gardner handling publicity for “This 
Is Paris” in France Fletcher Markle, “Ford Theatre” director. and 
Vincent McConner, script ed, to spend July-August in Europe working 
on new plays... Charlie Basch to produce musical spots plugging 
Jewish War Vets Madison Square Garden benefit with vocals to be by 
Song Spinners Dorothy and Dick Kollmar to originate their WOR 
broadcasts Saturday and Sunday (23-24) from Hyde Park, with Elliott 
Roosevelt and Faye Emerson... United Electrical, Radio & Machine 
Workers union has renewed Arthur Gaeth’s ABC news commentary 
for 52 weeks....Franklin Pulaski was feeling the pinch of a spring 
slump the other day when he got a call from WQXR to audition for a 
staff announcer spot. An hour later he had the job. He had been 
home only 10 minutes when WOR'’s Jeff Smith phoned, to tell him he 
had been selected for a staff job following auditions six weeks ago. 
Pulaski had to say no Mutual will ballyhoo its new soaper, ‘Against 
the Storm,” which starts Monday (25), with a special preview tomorrow 
eve (Thurs.). Featured on the Broadcast will be Ralph Edwards, Carl 
Sandburg, Navy vet Harold Russell and “Storm” scripter Sandra 
Michael. Quentin Reynolds will narrate. 


Actor Jack Lloyd planes out for a Hollywood vacation today (Wed.) 
immediately following his appearance on “Doctors of Destiny” ABC 
has renewed the “Anna and Eleanor Roosevelt” sustainer for another 
13 weeks, starting May 6. ...The local flacks are getting a break: the 
Newhouse papers are adding a daily radio column, to be written by 
John Lester....Earl Mullin, ABC publicity chief, back in harness— 
literally. He's all taped up with a broken rib....WNEW’s Richard 
Willis named vice-prez of film, tele and stage makeup men’s association 

..George Fleming, ABC tub-thumper, and Dorothy Peterson, Holly- 
wood featured player, were wed Monday (18) in Community Church 

Gundy Gray, of WNEW, to leave station as a June bride John 
Deprospo, WNYC exec officer, back from-five-day junket on USS Kear- 
sage with tape recordings to plug naval reserve recruiting... .Hal Davis, 
of Kenyon & Eckhardt, leading delegation of flacks on Brandeis Uni- 
versity press advisory committee to Boston. Included are Jo Ranson, 
WMGM; Dick Pack, WNEW; Herb Landon, K&E, and Art Miller. 


| broadcast the games on a web of | 


'more than 50 stations in seven 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


| Carlton Morse is keeping “One Man's Family” on NBC at sustaining 


_States states in the Mississippi | 
| Valley. 
| President Fred Saigh of the’ 


| Cardinals said an appeal of the 
| decision has been made, but he 
' doesn’t look for a change. 





St. L. Browns’ Lineup 
St. Louis, April 19. 


The St. Louis Browns last week 


'completed arrangements for broad- | . 
| casting of the play-by-play of all. 


| games, home and abroad, over two 
| local stations. All nocturnal games 
' will be broadcast by KWK, which 
|is returning to b.b. after an ab- 
sence of several years. Afternoon 
and Sunday games will be aired 
by WEW with the Old Judge Cof- 
fee Co. bankrolling the night and 
| Sunday contests. 


On nights when the Browns do 
not play KWK will broadcast 60 
mins. of sports info and music 
starting at 
'O’Hara, vet sports gabber, and 
|Tom Dailey have been signed for 
ithe play-by-play and _= analysis 
| stints. 








8:30 p. m. Johnny’ 


‘Hat Co. auspices on WNJR, New- | 


duced by the United Hatters | 
Union, will teeoff under Schneider | 


Seattle P.I. Likes Radio 


ark, next week with other com- | 


panies picking up the air tab in 
Detroit and Cleveland. Union, for 
its part, is setting aside 45 seconds 
of each platter to ask consumers to 
buy union labelled merchandise. 


Platters, featuring such names 
as Milton Berle, Canada Lee, Ed- 
ward G. Robinson and Tallulah 
Bankhead, is based on the careers 
of famous American personages. 
Nate Zatkin is supervising the 
project with Manuel H. Demby 
producing and Milton Kaye and 
Tony Leader directing. Thirteen 
programs have already been com- 
pleted. F 


Seattle, April 19. 


‘local Hearst sheet, has added daily 

log of KING, local indie, to its 
daily radio log, making seven sta- 
tions in all that paper carries. 
' Afternoon Times still only carries 
four network stations. 

The P. I. is working with the sta- 
tions and getting good value for 
its pains: indie KOL does 9 p.m. 
|Sunrise Preview” from the P. I. 
for its log; KOMO, NBC outlet, 
broadcasts weekly kid’s “Quiz- 
down” in cooperation with sheet: 
KRSC-TV works with P. I. and 
KING has five-day strip at 10 a.m. 
/ which features paper's byliners. 


The morning Post-Intelligencer, | 


fees until another bankroller is ferreted out to take up the tab which 
had been signed for 17 years by Standard Brands....As a gag, Jack 


| Carson put his dad on the show in Milwaukee and the pater liked it so 
| well he followed his comic-son to the Coast and wants to be on every 
week. He's a retired insurance man... . Eddie Cantor and Pabst traded 
_ Signatures for another year-of radio and now they’re talking a television 
deal. Here for the negotiations are Erv Staudinger, account exec on 
Pabst for Warwick & Legler, and Nate Perlstein, ad chief for the brewer 
...Frank Pittman, who runs the works in Hollywood for Needham, 
Louis & Brorby, having the medicos in Santa Barbara look him over.... 
Jack Rourke won another round in his court fight to collect $15,000 
judgment from N. W. Ayer and Rexall when motion for a new trial 
was denied. He was upheld on the charge that his idea and format 
| were appropriated for a summer show starring Pat O’Brien. There's 
| talk of an out-of-court settlement....Doe Gallup in town to set up 4 
| television survey on the Coast... . Bill Rosseau directs NBC’s gumshoer 
_ with Dick Powell, which will give battle to Jack Benny rest of the sea- 
son. John Duffy scores the sleuthing and Blake Edwards, a newcomer 
| to radio, turns out the scripts....Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis trekked 
| east for two months of airing from Gotham while they fracture ‘em at 
the Copa....Haven MacQuarrie served notice on his sponsor, Wesson 
| Oil, that he’s through Oct. 14 and will shift for himself... .Abe Burrows 
trained east for panel duty with Columbia's “Stage Door,” which gets 4 
test plattering with Clifton Fadiman as host... .Cornwell Jackson flew 
to Washington for another ride on the bond wagon. He was active for 
Treasury in selling war bonds during the fracas. ... Looks like many of 
the radio greats will be roaming Europe this summer. Already booking 
| passage are Art Linkletter, John Guedel, Lud Gluskin, Charles Correll, 
Bill Spier and June Havee. 


IN CHICAGO... 


Jim Ameche emcees a new giveaway show via WFTW at Garrett. Ind. 
Prizes will total $30,000 in merchandise over 13 weeks.... WGN emcee 
Hank Grant hosts cartoonists George McManus, Hal Foster and Dudley 
Fisher Wed. (20)... Edward Scott new WBBM announcer Jean 
Hersholt in Chi April 27 for “Dr. Christian” show at Palmer House. 
CBS will air the feature from Better Business Bureau convention ..-: 
WGN education director Myrtle Stahl leaves this week (20) for a three 
month European tour, celebrating her 25th anni as WGN staffer... 
Steve Roche hospitalized. He's communications supervisor for Chi 
NBC....WIND owner Ralph Atlass in Acapulco for week's vacation 
....John Harrington, WBBM newscaster, turned up a missing helt 
worth $40,000 by mentioning his name on his program... Chi Defender 


sports ed Fay Young will guest on Don Elder’s WMAQ program April 
23. ...Sun-Times columnist Osear Katov on WJJD guest panel. 
WGN aired speech of Sean MacBride, minister of external affairs for 
Eire, when he spoke before Chi Irish fellowship club. Mon. (18) 


—— gy, 
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HUB IN AN AM VS. TV HUBBUB 


Richards Just Gets Under Wire With — 
Trustee Setup on 


Wednesday, April 20, 1949 


VARIETY 
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High as 


a KITE 


San Antonio, April 19. 


For the second time in several months, crossed telephone lines 


KITE in bad grace with local 


listeners. The first time was last 


ecember, when two telephone repairmen got to arguing, the lines 


touched and obscenity came over 


the air in the midst of the scrip- 


ture reading of the Christmas story. 
This time the trouble occurred about 10 p.m. on Good Friday. 


Listeners first heard telephones 
they heard a Latin American boy 
gir. 
enjoying the broadcast, but whe 
he began arguing with him. It 
this was interrupted by still a thi 
telephone and kept saying so. 
talking to KITE listeners. 

In no time at all KITE’s tel 
listeners reporting the trouble. 


being dialed over KITE. Then 
arguing with the program on the 


He had apparently had his receiver off the hook and was 


n the announcer started to talk, 
was all being broadcast. Then 
rd person who wanted to use the 
The two didn’t know they were 


ephone lines were swamped by 


KITE’s chief engineer, John Sier- 


covich, a little “gun shy” after the last episode, took the station off 


the air and after an hour and a 


half, following a report by the 


telephone company that the trouble had been corrected. KITE re- 


sumed its schedule. 
A KITE spokesman said, “It w 


sould be a lot easier on KITE if 


the telephone company would apply to the FCC for a broadcast- 


ing license of its own.” 

Phone company 
blown the telephone lines togeth 
grams feeding the KITE transmi 


reported that the 


current high winds had 
er, thus garbling the radio pro- 
tter and telephone conversation. 








Miami Stations Band Together In 


Drive on Hoodlum, Racket Elements 


+ 


Miami, April 19. +4 





For the first time in the history | 
of the highly competitive local 
radio setup, nine stations here; 
banded together on Saturday eve- 
ning (16) to air the preem of a 
program series featuring an all-out 
blast at the hoodlum and racket- 
eering elements that have infil- | 
trated the area in recent years. 


The precedent making combo, 
which brought in network outlets | 
WKAT (MBS); WQAM (ABC),| 
Miami Herald owned; WIOD 
(NBC), Miami News’ owned; 
WGBS (CBS), Florida Sun} 
owned; indies WVCG, WMBM, 
WBAY, WWPB, WLRD (all 


dale, featured former FBI agent 
Daniel P. Sullivan, paid head of 
the Greater Miami Crime Commis- 
gion, an unofficial but newspaper | 
and civic group backed organiza- | 
tion, in the first of an announced | 
series of exposes on the criminal | 
elements the local dailies have} 
been shooting at for several years. | 

With probably one of the largest | 
local audiences yet 
strictly area wide program, Sulli- 
van attacked, in his “D. A.” role, | 
the known gamblers and so-called | 
racketeers who have settled here, 
with the first to be named one Ju- | 
lius Beeman—claimed to have a 
long record of arrests and now liv- 
ing on Miami Beach. 

Though nothing definite in the 
way of a direct accusation was) 
made, the talk by Sullivan was po- 
tent and forceful, warning the gen-| 
eral listener of the danger of the | 


Miami), and WFTL, Fort Lauder- | 


out of state “racketeer” and’ 
“hoodlum” who might be his 
neighbor. With it, there was con- 


tained all the elements of the plot 
of a “Mr. D. A.” script, making 
for an interesting aircast all the 
Way. | 

With the Herald, News and Sun) 
following up the broadcast next 


The New Diet 


Conversation between 

Two ex-radioites in CBS 
elevators, N. Y. headquarters: 

“You're looking much thin- 
ner.” 

“So are you.” 

“How'd you lose yours— 
dieting?” - 

“No. I’m in television now.” 

“Same here.” 


Power to Issue 
Cease & Desist’ 
Orders Pushed 


Washington, April 19. 
The Federal Communications 





to hear a Commission would be given power | 
| to issue cease and desist orders to | w 


effect compliance with its regula- 
tions, under a bill introduced yes- 
terday (18) by Sen. Edwin C. John- 


son (Col.), chairman of the Com- | 


mittee on Interstate & Foreign 
Commerce. Such authority was 
recommended by the committee at 
the opening of the present session 
of Congress. The system has been 
successful in the operations of the 
Federal Trade Commission. 


The bill makes failure to observe 
a cease and desist order a cause 
for revocation, but provides that 
the Commission must give 30 days’ 
notice and grant the licensee an 
opportunity for hearing before 
final action is taken. 

Tne agency would also be given 
authority to take direct action to 
revoke a license “because of con- 


day (Sunday) with headline and 
feature stories, buildup of the au- 
dience for the series was an as- 
sured one, with sensational revela- 
tions promised. 


Barry Gray Parlays Self 
Into 1G Wkly. Radio-TV 
Deal After Cafe Hassle 


Miami Beach, April 19. 

Top late audience pull in the 
Miami area, Barry Gray, who found 
himself out of a spot temporarily 
When the elaborate Copa 
folded two weeks ago, bounced 
back into a new contract, new sta- 
tion setup and new cafe this week 
(Monday, 18) at an annual guar- 
antee that will exceed that of his 
old contract. 

When Copa City shuttered, due 
to financial difficulties, station 

KAT. which had handled the 
Gray aircast from the room, moved 
the gabber to its studios until 
matters could be straightened out. 


(Continued on page 36) 





City | 


| ditions coming to the attention of 
'the Commission since the granting 
of such license which would have 
| warranted the Commission in re- 
fusing to grant such license.” 

| These provisions were recom- 
| mended by the Senate committee 
and previous committees to fur- 
nish a more equitable method of 
'handling infractions of Commission 


(Continued on page 36) 
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‘D’Orsay Perfume Picks 
Up Chevalier Series Tab 


D’Orsay Perfume has picked up 
the tab for Mutual's “This Is Paris” 
on WOR, New York, for a firm 26 
weeks. French Line and French 
National Tourist Office had backed 
‘the Maurice Chevalier co-op for 
two weeks, to guarantee a N. Y. 


outlet, and will underwrite the 
‘show again at the end of the 
D’Orsay cycle. 

Contract was inked Thursday 


(14) a.m. and the perfume commer- 
jcials were used that night. 


BILLINGS OFF IN 
nll 


By RUDY ELIE, JR. 
Boston, April 19. 








It’s still a below-surface rumble, | 


but the Hub’s radio stations are 
beginning to feel the pinch plenty. 
Billings are falling off, expenses 
are still climbing, and the video 
costs, for the two that have it, are 
making them dizzy. 

Case in point is WBZ, a three- 
letter operation involving AM, FM 
and TV. The Westinghouse sta- 
tion, the Hub’s NBC outlet, re- 
cently sank a pile of dough into 
}a sharp new plant out in Allston, 
replete with a TV tower nearly 
700 feet tall, and all the latest TV 
| studios and gadgets. 
| Although it has been coming 
| along big as a TV producer, achiev- 
ing national note with its handling 


=a Of Churchill’s speech at the MIT 


convocation recently, and has sev- 


eral plenty well-scanned . local 
shows (Carl DeSuze’s two big kid 
shows, for instance, which rank 


locally with any kid show coming 
out of N. Y.), the production costs 
have proved staggering—and no- 
body worth mentioning has come 
forward to pay the freight. Even 
| DeSuze’s show, after six months 
| on the air, is unsponsored. 
Meantime the AM business has 
dropped off. Old billings are hard 
to renew, new billings are rare. So 
| WBZ, like all the other nets in 
town (WCOP-ABC), WEEI-Co- 


\lumbia) and WCAC-Mutual), have | 


| been seriously ogling the lush 


| indie WHDH, an outfit that got out | 


| from under a terrific load of red 
|ink in three years to become both 
|/a money making outfit and one 
{that’s copped the best day time 
Hooper rates in the city. 


Copy Indie Formula 


Corresponding steps have been 
taken or are under consideration 
in WCOP, WNAC and WEEI, but 
WBZ has taken a giant step back to 
| the WHDH formula of a full time 
operation of jock shows, music and 
sports. As of April 25, WBZ drops 
many of its news spots, including 
| the World News Roundup out of 
|N. Y., its afternoon newscasts, etc. 
| Retains its ESSO sponsored 7:05 
to 7:25 news roundup, however. 
Station recently signed Verne 
illiams, Yankee net jock, to han- 
| dle the Cinderella Weekend show 
/and other jock spots throughout 
the week. Raiding of Yankee’s tal-| 
ent brought quick reaction from | 
| WBZ’s Guild, which still hasn’t 
‘decided whether to battle Wil- 
_liams’ addition to the staff or not. 
As it stands Williams is on a fee | 
basis, and Guild seems set to keep | 
him that way. Meantime WBZ) 
| staff announcers are prepping disk 
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Three Stations 





| In Bright Lights 


; 
One of the rare occasions 
when the auditioning of a net- 


work show took on all the 
aspects of a Broadway first 
night in legit, with the at- 
tendant hoopla and _. ~»post- 
curtain ovation, transpired 
Saturday night (16). Occasion 


was CBS’ cutting of an hour- 
long platter of the Irving 
Mansfield-produced “This Is 
Broadway” show biz clinic 
program, at Columbia Play- 
house No. 2 on West 45th st., 
N. Y. Helen Hayes, George 
S. Kaufman and Abe Burrows 
were the permanent panel and 
Clifton Fadiman was emcee. 

On the basis of the recep- 
tion accorded the audition by 
a strictly Broadway audience 
of know-how  hepsters, it 
shapes up as a sock integra- 
tion of top show biz values 
into radio. Stanza is slated 
for a Wednesday night slot, 
with a teeoff in the next few 
weeks. 





-- 


Property Right To 
Frequency Denied 


In Plea vs. WJR 


Washington, April 19. 
Does a radio station license con- 





| 
| 


er a “property right” to the 
‘holder in the frequency assigned? 
The Federal Communications 


Commission, in a brief filed with 
the Supreme Court last week to 
sustain its grant of a daytime sta- 
tion in North Carolina on _ the 
760kw clear channel of the G. A. 
Richards station, WJR, Detroit, 
said the law confers no such right, 
and cited a decision of the high) 
tribunal stating so_ specifically. | 
The brief was filed in support of 
arguments on the case which be-, 
gins this week. 

The Commission told the Court 
that the U. S. Court of Appeals of 
the District of Columbia, in ruling. 
last October that WJR was en-, 
titled to a hearing before a grant) 
could be made on its frequency, | 
looked beyond the question of | 
FCC’s authority in the particular | 
case. It also “broadly assumed” | 
that the grant of conflicting facili- | 
ties to another station is “depriva- | 
tion of property” and therefore, | 


Washington, April 19. 

Proposal of G. A. Richards te 
| transfer voting control in his three 
| 50kw. stations, filed late yesterday 
(Mon.), was being given close study 
today by the FCC, but officials de- 
clined to say what action will be 
taken. Asked whether hearings 
would be held on the proposal, one 
FCC member said, “This is a $128 
question.” 

It is considered doubtful that 
action would be taken before two 
weeks and it is expected that more 
information will be requested on 
the transfer. 





Washington, April 19. 
George A. Richards, owner of 
three 50kw stations in Los Angeles, 
Detroit and Cleveland, filed his ap- 


| plication with the FCC to transfer 


voting control 30 minutes before 
the deadline yesterday (Mon.), 
after reported difficulties in round- 


ing up a satisfactory group of 
trustees. 
Upon filing the application, 


Burton 
referred 


Richard’s counsel, ex-Sen. 
K. Wheeler of Montana, 


'all inquiries to a Washington pub- 


lic relations consultant, Don Ho- 
gate, who issued a press release 
announcing the action but omitting 
any mention of the events preced- 
ing the proposal for _ transfer. 
Wheeler told reporters he had no 
copies of the application in his of- 
fice. 

Named as trustees for the sta- 
tions were Dr. John A. Hannah, 
prexy of Michigan State College; 
Lawrence P. Fisher, veepee of 
Fisher & Co., Detroit, and a direc- 
tor of General Motors, and Harry 


| J. Klinger, veepee of G-M and gen- 


eral manager of its Pontiac divi- 
sion, of Bloomfield Hills, Mich. 

Under terms of the plan, Rich- 
ards agrees to resign all his offices 
in the three corporations which 
operate the stations—KMPC in 
L.A., WJR in Detroit, and WGAR 
in Cleveland. 

In a letter from Wheeler trans- 
mittting the application it was 
stated that the posts now held by 
Richards in each of the three sta- 
tions will be resigned immediately 
_— the FCC approves the trans- 
er. 

The agreement for the trustee- 


|ship delivers to the trustees all of 


Richards voting stock in the three 
stations. The stock is to be held 
in trust for the ultimate use and 
benefit of Richards. The agree- 
ments adds that it “shall be the 
duty” of the trustees to vote on 
election of directors at stock- 
holders meetings and on all other 
matters. The agreement is to re- 
main in effect during Richards’ 
lifetime and automatically termi- 
nate upon his death. In the event 


jock spots, even for such formerly under “due process,” required @ a trustee resigns, Richards will ap- 


|jJush hours as 7:45 to 8:30 p. m. 
Tightening up of schedules for 
(Continued on page 37) 


hearing. | 
However, said FCC, no attempt. 
(Continued on page 36) 





WB Only Wants Thackrey TV Setup 
In L.A.; Would Sell KLAC to Atlass 


Washington, April 19. | 
Warner Bros., whose deal for the 
purchase of the Thackrey Cali- | 
fornia radio and television proper- 
ties is being held up by the FCC 
because of anti-trust violation, dis- | 
‘closed last week and that its pri- 
{mary interest in buying in Los An- 
| geles was to acquire the television 
| station KLAC-TV. 


WB told the Gommission it has 
arranged to sell KLAC on approval 
of the transfer and it asked that 
the AVCO procedure be invoked 
immediately so that it won’t run 
up against the dua! ownership rule 
which prevents it having two sta- 
tions in one city. Warners’ have 
owned KFWB in L.A. for many 
years and have built up a reputa- 
tion for it which identifies it with 
the studio. 

In a petition filed Friday (15) by 
its Washington counsel, Fisher, 
Wayland, Duvall & Southmayd, 
Warners asked the Commission to 

j begin publication immediately in| 





| 


the Federal Register, under the 
AVCO, system, of its proposal to | 
sell part of the Thackrey package, | 


| KLAC, to KLAC, Inc., a corpora- 


tion controlled by Ralph L. Atlass 
and Ben Lindheimer of Chicago, | 
for $405,000, when the Thackrey | 
sale is okayed. 

What makes the Warner petition | 
unique is that the company is ask- 
ing FCC to go through the motions 
of selling something it doesn’t yet 
own. But it is making the request, 
it said, because it is aware that the 
Commmission may be reluctant to 
allow the transfer unless it receives 
“positive assurance” that Warners 
will dispose of either KLAC or 
KFWB “with dispatch.” 

The best assurance of avoiding 
conflict with the dual ownership re- 
striction, said Warners’, is to make 
“a firm agreement now to sell one 
of the two stations” in the event 
the Thackrey deal is approved. Ac- 
cordingly, Warners said, it made an 


(Continued on page 36) 


point a successor, subject to FCC 
approval. 

roposal calls for paying trus- 
tees $5,000 yearly, plus expenses, 
with all dividends on stock they 
hold to go to Richards. Applica- 
tion filed for the transfers declares 
that no staff changes are planned. 
Harry M. Wismer is to remain as 
v.p.-general manager of WJR, John 
F. Patt as v.p.-general manager of 
WGAR and Frank E. Mullen as 
prez of KMPC, with Robert Rey- 


(Continued on page 32) 





Steel Spreads to Jersey 


To Plug Newsletter And 
Own ‘Liberal Network’ 


Expanding his “Liberal Com- 
mentator Network,” Johannes 
Steel, who sponsors himself and 
William S. Gailmore on WLIB, 
N. Y., to plug his newsletter, has 
purchased additional time on 
WVNJ, Newark, N. J. Steel will 
broadcast five nights a week on 
the Jersey station under a similar 
self-sponsored deal. 

Within the next few weeks Steel 
goes to the Coast to wrap up a sta- 
tion to carry his commentaries via 
platters. During his absence, Ted 
Thackrey, who recently resigned as 
editor-publisher of the N. Y. Post, 
will sub for him, along with Robert 
St. John and Walter Duranty. 
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; Sullivan, Stauffer, 


Estimated Weekly Network TV Program Costs 


Nighttime and Daytime Overall Costs Include Production Expenses, Actors, Musicians, Writers, 
Royalties, Freelance Directors, Set Construction, Etc., But Not Commercial Announcements, 
Agency Directors, Agency Commission or Time Charges. 


(Agencies Listed by Initials are Batten, Barton, Durstine & Osborn; Benton & Bowles; Dancer, Fitzgerald & Sample; Doherty, 
Clifford & Shenfield; Kenyon & Eckharat; J. Walter Thompson 


Colwell & Bayles, and Young & Rubicam.) 



























PROGRAM NETWORK COST SPONSOR ‘ a 7 PRODUCER ORIG. 
, gy . . 55 Bell & Howell....... e.e+. Henry, Hurs z 
ee Mane eon entenes: — ail McDonald ........ Marge Bishop........ Chi. 
Imir: ‘oadway ~vue.......NBC-DuMont 18,000 WOE ofan a eens ST a ee re Max Liebman.......- N. Y. 
P rane relon cpneeiacnennennats TT NBC 2,000 PAORIGNe «ons <a dies ban ane Sweeney & James....Martin Stone........ N. Y. 
ES I ee en are ee NBC 7.500 Cheti-Peanbody ..s1<0ee% 1: oe iy . Dave Levy ee Bi Xs 
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* Cost quoted is for five times per week. 
T ___t Simulcast; cost is in in addition t to radio cost. 


KTSL’s 5006 
Equipment Spree . 


Hollywood, April 19. 

Don Lee has purchased $500,000 
worth of new television equipment 
for its outlet, KTSL. Material will 
be installed on Mt. Wilson, where | 
web is building a new transmitter 
location. 

It was revealed last week that 
outlet has spent $500,000 on its Mt. 
Wilson construction. Cost includes 
the construction of three concrete 


and redwood buildings for person- | 


nel and equipment and a quarter 
mile road which Don Lee paved. 
Station will retain the Mt. Lee 
transmitter keeping equipment 
now in use, in readiness for stand- 
by operations. KTSL exec related 
that station has burned up three 
complete units of transmitter 


equipment in its 17 years of op-| 


eration. 


| will construct a 19-story 








Cooper’s ‘Quiet Please’ 
In Video Adaptation 


Wyliis Cooper, producer of 
hy Please,” will write, direct | 
act in a new weekly stanza, 

“Volume One, Numbers One to) 
| Six.” which will bow over ABC- 
|TV early in June. The half-hour | 
_vid-dramas will be patterned after 
| “Quiet,” according to J. Donald 
Wilson, program v.p., and Cooper | 
| will be given a free hand in de-| 
| veloping the show. 

Charles Barry, ABC’s tele v.p., 
is auditioning an audience partici- 
_pation show, “Hold That Camera!” 
| optioned by Plymouth, via N. W. 
| Ayer. Herb Sheldon will be emcee | 
of the 30-minute stanza. 

The web has sold the five-min- 
ute vidpic series, “Story of the 
| Week,” which will follow “Crusade 
,in Europe,” to Pal Razor Blades. 
The show, to 
Thursday at $:25 p.m., will start 
May 5, along with “Blind Date,” 
“Stop the Music” and “Crusade.” 
The agency is Al Paul Lefton. 

Shows knocked off by the new 
starters are mostly films or one- 


| time shots. “Actors Studio” will , 


“ACTION AUTOGRAPHS’ 


| 
| 


be aired on ABC ~ 


| Fortune,” 


PICKS UP A SPONSOR 


Chicago, April 19. 

Bell & Howell 
sponsor “Action Autographs,” an 
/ABC-TV 15 min. Sun. tele show, 
that will combine live talent and 
films. Catch-all program, starting 
April 24 at 9 p.m. (CST), will cover 
a range of subjects from a gold 
hunt to a pic development of plant 
growth. 

Film actor Eddie Albert stars in 
first show, with actor Scott Brady, 
race driver Wilbur Shaw, travel 
man Burton Holmes and swimmer 
Buster Crabbe lined for future ap- 
pearances. 

Brand Productions owns the 
package which will route’ through 
Henri, Hurst & McDonald agency. 
WENR-TV will originate for other 
net outlets 





move to Wednesdays at the same 
time, 8:30 p.m. Barry is trying to 
find a sustaining stop f « “Fun and 
Mildred Fenton package 
based on the AM “Detect and Col- 
lect” show, which had a_ show- 
casing Thursday (14), 


Cameras will | 





‘Nominate Halpern 


For Prexy of ATS 


David Hale Halpern of Owen &> 
Schapell has been tentatively nom- 
inated to succeed Charles J. Dur- | 
ban of the U. S. Rubber Co. as 
| prez of tle American Television. 
Society for the coming year. Other 
|candidates who will be formally 
nominated Jater this month ‘for a 
. May election include: 

Donald E. Hyndman, Eastman) 
Kodak, as veepee; Reynold R. 
| Kraft, NBC-TV, secretary, and | 
| Doug Day, of the Buchanan ad_/§ 
| agency, treasurer. Nominated for | 
| the ATS board were Durban; tele 
| consultant Ralph B. Austrian; 


Warren Caro, Theatre Guild; | 
|Emerson Yorke, indie film produ-, 
cer; Charles Alicoate of Film | 
Daily; CBS-TV’s Jerry Danzig; | 
Maurice E. Strieby of American 
Telephone & Telegraph, and Mu- 
tual veepee E. P. James. Don Mc- 
Clure, N. W. Ayer tele chief, head- 
led up the nominating committee. 


'67th and 68th streets, 


| Macy’s, 
| Broadeasting Service, 


j rental 
| freight. 


| bert, 


| building 
|centre on West 66th street. 
| ever, 


‘at 1440 Broadway, 





| WOR engineering 


such official spokesmen 


/bankrolled at 


WOR, N-Y., Buys 
TV Site; Plans 
19-Story Blas. 


WOR, New York, has bought an 
entire square block bounded by 
Broadway 
and Columbus avenue, Manhattan, 
for construction of office and 
studio buildings for WOR-Ty. 
owner of the Bamberger 
reportedly 
building 
with stores and 

help pay the 


station, 
offices to 


for the 


According to Theodore C. Strej. 
WOR prez, “‘no time for con- 
struction will be set in the im- 
|mediate future.’ WOR-TV has 
leased space from ABC and is 
studios in its televison 
How- 
it is known that both WOR 
and .Mutual AM operations are 
|cramped in their presént quarters 
with MBS 


| forced to house some departments 


|in offices atop the Longacre the- 
atre studios, and for two years the 
station and the web have been 


| scouting for a new location. 


Construction costs are high, it’s 
said, which may delay the project, 


| If the new buildings also house the 
| WOR-AM studios, 


it’s considered 
probably that Mutual headquarters 
will move in, as the net relies on 
facilities for its 
New York originations. An ars 
mory was formerly on the site, 
which is now a parking lot. 








‘TV's $12,000, 000| 


me, Continued from page 1 == 


yearly. Procter & Gamble alone 
shells out some $20,000,000 each 
year for its string of daytime- 
nighttime shows. Despite the climb 
in video advertising, the networks 
have repeatedly pointed out that 
their radio billings have not suf- 
fered, indicating most of the TV 
money has come either from ad- 
vertisers who have not used radio 
or who have budgeted new coin for 
tele. In view of predictions by 
as FCC 
chairman Wayne Coy that TV will 
eventually supersede radio as the 
nation’s No. 1 broadcasting service, 
the question of how long the pres- 
ent situation will continue is open 
to speculation. 
63 Bankrolled Shows 

National advertisers are now 
bankrolling a total of 63 shows 
each week on ABC-TV, CBS-TV, 
DuMont and NBC-TV. Total week- 
ly billings for talent and produc- 
tion are estimated at $270,000. 
Based on an average 39-week run 
for each, the total hits well above 











$10,500,000. Costliest program now 


/on the air, according to VARIE = 
/survey of advertisers’ spending, 
‘the new “Fred Waring Show,” 
$20,000 Sunday 
nights on CBS-TV by General 
Electric. Following in close order 
are the “Admiral Broadway 
Revue,” carrying an $18,000 week- 
ly budget on the combined NBC- 
DuMont webs; the “Ford Tele- 
vision Theatre,” costing $17,500 
per show for its once-monthly air- 
ings via CBS-TV, and Milton 
Berle’s “Texaco Star Theatre” 
(NBC-TV), weekly budget on which 
‘io now up to $15,000. 

Young & Rubicam, which tagged 
the Waring show to cap its TV 
expansion, has the top agency bill- 
ings. Y&R clients now have nine 
shows on the air each week costing 
a total of some $55,000, or about 
$2,200,000 on an average 39-week 
Kudner, with only the Ad- 


run. 
'miral and Texaco shows to its 
'eredit, is second with about $1,- 


300,000. Kudner has also wrapped 
_up the new Olsen & Johnson Buick 
‘shows, which should ante its total 


,to a point near the Y&R record. 


In third place is J. Walter Thomp- 
son, whose seven clients sponsor- 
ing network shows now spend 
about $1,110,000 each season. 


Merkle to DuMont 


Joseph L. Merkle, for the last 
six years with the NBC stations 
relations department, was named 
last week stations relations chief 
for the DuMont web. 

Position is a new one at DuMont 
and indicates that web’s determi- 
nation to maintain its hold on the 
string of affiliates it has lined up. 
Job until now has been held by 
various other DuMont execs con- 
currently with their other work. 
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Permanent CBS-Par Alliance In 
TV Seen; Film Co.'s DuMont Split? 


Affiliation tieups inked 
week by CBS-TV with 
WBKB and by Du Mont with WGN- 
TV set up Chi as the first city 
outside N. Y. with semi-permanent 
TV affiliation lineups. Other two 
outlets in the city are owned-and- 
operated by NBC-TV and ABC-TV, 
meaning each of the four major 
webs now has an exclusive affiliate. 

Since WBKB, which is owned by 
the Balaban & Katz circuit, is 
directly associated with Para- 
mount, 
lieved to presage a permanent al- 
liance between that web and Par. 
The move is also seen as the first 
definite precursor to a split be- 
tween Par and DuMont. WBKB 
formerly operated as an indie out- 
let, with both CBS and DuMont 
feeding shows to WGN-TV. CBS 
reportedly offered to take on the 
latter station, owned by the Chi 
Tribune, on an exclusive basis, but 


was turned down by Trib  pub- 
lisher Col. Robert R. McCormick. 
Web, as a result, signed with 


WBKB, leaving the way open for 
the Trib outlet to sign exclusively 
with DuMont. 

Permanence of the new 
tion pacts depends on several fac- 
tors. CBS now has an application 
pending for its own station in 
Chi. If the FCC approves that bid, 
the web would probably disaffiliate 
from WBKB. WGN-TV is a heavy 
stockholder in the Mutual web, 
whose WOR, flagship station in 
N. Y., is scheduled to launch its 


TV subsidiary this summer. Once) 
it is ex-| 


WOR-TV gets on the air 
pected it will affiliate directly with 
WGN-TV, which may also continue 
its relationships with DuMont. 

If CBS and Par establish a per- 
manent alliance, it could mean the 
basis for the start of a fifth major 
TV network. Par now also owns 
and operates KTLA in Los Angeles 
and has applications pending for 
outlets in San Francisco, Boston 
and Detroit. CBS is also bidding 
for outlets in San Francisco and 
Boston. If one of the two loses 
out in either city, the alliance 
would insure each of them an af- 
filiate there. 


Luckies Mulls 116 
TV Pix Renewal 


Stanley Rubin, exec with Mar- 
shall Grant-Realm Productions, is 
in New York this week to huddle 


with the N. W. Ayer ad agency on 
renewal of the American Tobacco 
option for “Your Show Time,” 
series of half-hour films produced 
by Grant-Real in Hollywood. Rubin 
said that outfit had completed the 
26th film in the series Monday 
(18). Whether any more will be 
made for Luckies depends on the 
outcome of his current negotia- 
tions. 

Tobacco outfit has been paying 
$8,500 per show, which is slotted 
Fridays at 9:30 on NBC-TV. Each 
of the films has cost Grant-Realm 
between $8,500 and $10,000 to turn 
out, but, Rubin said, his firm is con- 
fident it can recoup the loss and 
turn a profit through theatrical, 
16m and foreign distribution, all 
rights to which it owns. If Luckies 
picks up its option, either for an 








affilia- | 


last 
Chicago’s | 


its signing with CBS is be-| 


| However, 
| broadcasts are being sponsored by 
| Erin Brew, 
| AM-brew 
handling TV. 


Cleve. Tells All 


Cleveland, April 19. 

Honesty continues to be the best 
policy in TV headaches. 

Both WNBK and WEWS, when 
either video or sound fails, both 
stations inform their audience that 
the trouble is not in the viewers’ 
set, but rather in transmitting. 

Both Jim Hanrahan, WEWS, and 
Charles Bevis, Jr.. WNBK, say in- 
forming the public brings welcome 
response from the public, who 
know what the score is; from the 


distributors, who see no reflection | 


in set sales, and from repair men 
who don’t get called out of bed 
at all hours of the evening and 
night. 


Veeck's 1506 Price 
Snags Tele Deal 


On Cleve. Indians 


Cleveland, April 19. 
Unless the “ghosts” disappear, 
Cleveland, home of the world base- 





ball champion Indians, won’t have | 


televised games although both 
TV-outlets, WEWS and WNBK, are 
anxious to carry the tilts. 
Stumbling block is the $150,- 
000 reported pricetage on TV opera- 
tions by Tribe President Bill 
Veeck. The reported figure in- 
cludes $100,000 for the ball club, 
$40,000 for the station with the 
remainder’ being talent fees, 
agency commissions, etc. Veeck 
is said to be willing to absorb 
agency tab of $15,000, leaving him 
approximately $85,000 for his share 


of the television figure. At the 
present time, no sponsor is wav- 


ing that much cabbage around, 
although at one point a beer con- 
cern was said to be interested. 
AM-wise, ball game 


and it’s said that the 
opposed another brew 
Meanwhile, Veeck is reported 
adamant on the price. He held 
out for one figure last year and 
got that from the sponsor. 
figure, incidentally, has never been 
disclosed. General Electric picked 
up the tab for last year’s WEWS 
ballgame telecasts. 

Both WEWS and WNBK express 
a willingness to pick up games if 
the Stadium were tossed open for 
telecasting without fees. However, 
Charles Bevis, Jr., of WNBK points 
out contract commitments with 
NBC prohibit carrying of 29 night 
games. At WEWS, Jim Hanrahan 
says that cancellation of the night 
games and 11 Sunday games would 


|/mean a station loss of approximate- 


additional series or for repeats on, 
those already produced, the price 


automatically goes up to $11,000. 


112,612 Sets in L. A. 


Hollywood, April 19. 

There are now 112,612 television 
receivers within range of the Los 
Angeles area, according to the 
Southern California Radio and 
Electrical Appliance Assn. 

Association related that there’s 
one set in every 12 families with 
an average of five viewers per re- 





ceiver. Based on an average — 
ef $325 per set. the Associati 
estimates $36,000,000 has been 


spent to date. 


|and not 
ithe U. S. 


iment benefits, 


ly $35,000 in revenue, and that he 
sees “no point in duplicating” tele- 
casts. Given an exclusive contract, 
however, WEWS would consider 
carrying all the games. 





Treasury Dept. Rules TV 
Performers Employees, 
Not Indie Contractors 


Performers on NBC-TV's “Tex- 
aco Star Theatre” are employees 
independent contractors, 
Treasury Department 
ruled last week in a decision which 
may set a precedent for the tele- 
vision field. 

Although for several years AM 
performers have been considered 
employees, and therefore entitled 
to secial security and unemploy- 
Stellar Productions 
of the William Morris 
the Texaco TV 


quibsidiary 
Office) wanted 


thespers termed independent con-. 


Jaffe & 
American 
tors at the 


tractors Legal firm of 
Jaffe Tepresented the 
Radio Ac 
rings. 


Federation of 


a lvVast nea 


That | 


‘HOPE TO 
PAUL 


CBS, longtime leader in house- 
built radio packages, moved this 
week to set up the same type of 
leadership in television through 
the establishment of a special cre- 
ative program department, which 
is to function under the general 
supervision of network program 
chief Charles Underhill. Web en- 
visions an integrated program de- 
velopment department to build TV 
shews for sponsorship similar to 
the way in which the AM depart- 
ment operates under program vee- 
pee Hubbell Robinson, Jr. 

Basic reason for the move osten- 
siby is to provide the web with 
enough house-built packages to 


THIN 








balance those not under its con- 
trol. But, Underhill emphasized, 
|the ad agencies have_ recently 


undergone a complete about-face 
in their thinking to eliminate the 
possibility of a fight between them 
and the networks for program con- 
trol. Most of the top agencies, he 
said, now realize they can afford 
neither the time nor the personnel 
to stage as many shows for TV as | 
they have for radio. As a result, 
with the exception of some already 
established on the air, they are 
perfectly willing to let the webs 
| develop programs. 

Establishment of the CBS de- 
| partment, which has been in the 
works for several months, was 
furthered this week with the ad- 
dition of John Whedon and Robert 
Fine to the programming staff. 
Whedon was writer for the last 
year on the “Great Gildersleeve’”’ 
show from the Coast. Fine also 
comes from Hollywood, where he 
wrote for both radio and films, in- 
cluding the last three Danny Kaye 
pictures. He broke into show biz 
working at Tamiment, Pa., for 
Max Liebman, now producer-direc- 
tor on the “‘Admiral Broadway Re- 
vue” tele show. 

Two scripters will serve as crea- 
tive writer-producers in the de- 
partment. Their first job wiil be 
to wrap up some of the projected 
programs which CBS-TV hopes to 
have on the air before the middle 
of May. 
and musical show, a big-time re- 
vue, domestic comedy, two situa- 
tion comedies, a melodrama series 
and a Sunday afternoon musicale. 
With Sunday night practically 
sold out, most of the new programs 
will be slotted through the week 
between 8 and 10:30 p.m. 

CBS-AM now has 29 house-built 
commercially-sponsored shows on 
the air, plus 28 more available for 
bankrolling, which are either now 
broadcast regularly or are ready 
for launching as soon as a sponsor 


is signed. According to Underhill, 


CBS-TV is shooting for a total of 
30 house-built packages, which 
would include 24 half-hour pro- 
grams and six full-hour shows. Al- 
ready on TV are such top-rated 
programs as Arthur Godfrey's 
“Talent Scouts.” “Arthur Godfrey 
& Friends,” “Studio One,” “Gold- 
bergs,”’ etc. 


INDPLS. SPEEDWAY 
RACES SET FOR TV 


‘Indianapolis, April 19. 
Television will be inaugurated 





here by WFBM-TV at the Indian- 
| apolis 


Speedway's 500-mile race 
Memorial Day. Harry Bitner, Jr., 
owner and operator of the station, 
announced it will be on the air in 
time for the event. 

Two cameras will be stationed in 
the paddock to cover the pits and 
home stretch, while a third will be 
placed on the dangerous south- 
west turn. 

Agreement for televising the 
race was made by Bitner with Mu- 
tual: WIBC. which will put the 
event on the radio network, and 
Perfect Circle Piston Ring Co., 
which holds broadcasting rights. 

WFRBM-TV, now erecting tower 
and antenna atop Merchants Bank 
Bidg. in downtown Indianapolis, 
expects to have Aest patterns on 
jair by May 15. 


FAD 


These include a dramatic | 


}ed, then 


| Wednesday nights in order 
‘the full number of ‘outlets desired 





SPRE 


‘2Year Cycle of Shubert Operettas 
Packaged by Ray Nelson for Tele 


Shubert operettas 
scheduled for a fall television de- 
but under vie combined auspices 
of the Shuberts and indie TV pro 
ducer Raymond E. Nelson can go 
a full two years without repeating, 
Nelson said this week. Legit pro 
ducers can cull from some 200 of 





——¢ Series of 





Educ’n. vs. iain 
Detroit, April 19. 
Television is making school 
children harder to handle, ac- 
cording to Frank A. Gorman, 
member of the Detroit Board 


of Education. the musicals to which they own 

If television stations per- rights, many of which have never 
sist in broadcasting wrestling been staged in this country. In 
matches, he said, young De- addition, Nelson said, there are 


many operettas in the public do 
main which are available. 

Nelson has formed a_ package 
agency to produce the TV shows 
in association with Lee and J. J. 
Shubert. He is to direct and co- 
tion was postponed on the sug- produce with John Shubert, son of 
gestion of John H. Webster, J. J. Present plans call for each 
president of the board, who of the operettas to be condensed 
into one-hour versions, with about 


troiters will soon be gouging 
out each other's eyes and kick- 
ing each other in the sides. 
Gorman has asked the board 
to go on record opposing tele- 
casts of wrestling matches. Ac- 


said: “This matter requires a fo , 
lot of thought.” $15,000 budgeted for each. Nelson 
—. said the orchestra would have a 








minimum of 16 men. He plans to 


] Py cut down drastically on the casts, 

0 S 17 | however. using at the most a dou- 

| ble quartet to replace the usually 

numerous operetta chorus Put 

Affi li te H A ting more than that number on the 
TV in Ther Fut 


stage at one time is n.s.g., he said, 
Underlining the success. of 


since it would necessitate depend 
ence on long camera angles, in 
which he believes too much detail 
is lost. 
Nelson also hopes to be able to 
produce the operettas in a TV stu 

dio instead of on a theatre stage, 

NBC’s efforts to convince its affili- Poth for ease in handling sets and 
“hea ; . for the greater intimacy engen- 

ate stations to move into televi- gered. He declared too many video 
sion, a survey conducted by the acts now working in theatres have 
web reveals 85 of its 170 affiliates a tendency to play strictly to the 
now committed to TV. Breakdown live audience, forgetting the view- 
shows 31 stations already on the °&S at home. In addition, he said, 
air, 19 with construction permits ‘Mere will be no name comedian 
and 34 with applications on file, for whom a live audience is neces- 
which are awaiting removal of the | S@°Y to establish timing. Lesser- 
current FCC freeze. In addition. known leads are to be used, both 
nine indie TV stations with no to trim costs and to make it pos- 
sible to establish the series on the 


companion AM operations regular- : 
he tke pr ee ee the NEC-TV basis of the shows and _ not the 
web. stars employed. 

Fact that one-half of the web’s 





AM affiliates are committed to TV 
is especially significant in view of 
the bullish outlook accorded sg 
by FCC chairman Wayne Coy 
the National Assn. of - al A 
convention in Chicago. If TV is 
to supersede radio as the main 
broadcasting operation within the 
foreseeable future, as Coy predict-| Reports that the Ringling Bros.- 
the success of the net- Barnum & Bailey Circus might yet 
works in getting their AM affiliates be televised during its current 
to take the tele plunge immediate- stand at Madison Sq. Garden, N. Y., 
ly becomes all the more important. were denied this week by circus 
Majority of the NBC affiliates exec Henry North. To cap the on- 
holding tele CP’s expect to take again, off-again situation, he de- 
(Continued on page 32) clared that, “despite some very at- 
| tractive offers from the networks 
. Lk /and ad agencies, there will be no 
TV Multi-Affiliation change in the original stand’— 
. | which means no TV. 
Snag Cues ‘Studio One’ North, who is a brother 


North's Last Word: 
‘No Circus on TY 





of cir- 


Shif : W d Ni h cus prez John Ringling North, ad- 
mitted frankly they don't know 

iting to ed. Ig t what effect tele might have on 
Underlining again how television their gate. “At this point,’ he 
stations’ multi - networking af- Said, “we don’t know where tele- 
filiations are making it increasing- Vision 18 going and we don’t know 
se ideals the ae _ where the circus is going. For 
y difficult for the webs to clear that reason, we thought it would 


time, CBS-TV_ kill be 
move its “Studio One” 


forced to do the least harm if we let tele- 
series to vision have nothing to do with the 
to get circus.” 

Averring that TV has “neither 
helped or hurt us,”’ North said the 
circus last year, when it was tele- 
vised, opened stronger than ever 
before at the Garden because it 
bowed in on a holiday weekend. 
Advance sale this year, without 
TY, has been better than 1948. 


‘Ladies Be Seated’ To 
Get a TV Showcase 


Chicago, April 19. 
Be Seated” joins the 


for the show by Westinghouse. 
Deal for the electric outfit to take 
over sponsorship of the hour-long 
legiters has been wrapped up, with 
only the final signaturings remain- 
ing. 

Westinghouse reportedly sought 
first the Sunday night 7 to 8 slot. 
which “Studio One” now occupies 
twice monthly on CBS-TV. Many 
of the web’s affiliates, however, are 
also linked to the DuMont web and 
have prior commitments to air Du- 
Mont’s “Original Amateur Hour” 
in that period. CBS now has its “Ladies 
full quota of stations taking the ranks of radio shows going TV 
“Arthur Godfrey and Friends’ when it debuts via ABC-TV Fri. 
show Wednesday nights from 8 to (22) at 7:30 pm. (CST). Tom 
9, so Westinghouse accepted that Moore audience participation pro- 
period as the next best alternative. gram will screen sustainer on half- 

With the Godfrey program leav- hour basis, once weekly. 
ing for the summer after the June Phil Patton for Tom Moore Pro- 
15 broadcast, “Studio One” has ductions and Greg Garrison for 
been pencilled in to start the fol- ABC will co-produce. Tele format 
lowing week. CBS execs hope will follow the basic style devel- 
they'll be able either to take over oped on AM, wherein a Granny 
the desired Sunday night slot or Be-Bop contest will run for first 
find another niche for the series six weeks, along with an audience 
iwhen Godfrey returns in the fall. quiz-down. 
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“JO STAFFORD RECORDINGS 


FUNNY LITTLE MONEY MAN @ THESE WILL 
BE THE BEST YEARS OF OUR LIFE @ [LL 
STRING ALONG WITH YOU @ THE PUSSY CAT / 
SONG @ JUST REMINISCIN' @ ALWAYS 
TRUE TO YOU | ASHION @ NEED 
you @ " RABLE @ BEGIN 
THE BEGUI HE ALAMO @ WHY 
CAN'T YOU BEHAVE @ ONCE AND FOR 
ALWAYS ® SOME ENCHANTED EVENING @ I'M 
GONNA WASH THAT MAN RIGHT OUT OF 
MY HAIR @ KISS ME, KATE ALBUM @ MY 
ONE AND ONLY HIGHLAND FLING @ THANK 
YOU @ JOLLY JO @ SMILES @ ALMOST LIKE 
BEING IN LOVE TOGETHER @ AVE 
MARIA @ BAB E COME 
HOME @ BARBARA HE BEST 
THINGS IN LIFE ARE FREE @ BETTER LUCK 
NEXT TIME @ BLACK IS THE COLOR @ BLUE 
BIRD OF HAPP @® BLUES IN THE 
NIGHT. DOOR @ BY THE 
WAY @ CARRY ME BACK TO 
OLD VIRGINNY @ CINDY © CLABBERIN’ 
UP FOR RAIN @ CONGRATULATIONS ® DAY 
BY DAY @ CONVERSATION WHILE 
DANCING @ EV'RY.DAY | LOVE YOU (JUST 




























IT'S GOOD TO HOLD YOU @ THESSENTLEMAN 
IS A DOPE @ GEORGIA ON MY MIND @ GIRLS 
WERE MADE TO TAKE CARE OF BOYS @ GIVE 
ME SOMETHING TO DREAM ABOUT ® HERE 
rll RT @ HE'S 
GO U ARE @ I'M 
MY RANDMAW ®@ | DIDN'T KNOW 
ABOUT YOU @ | DIDN'T MEAN A WORD ? 
SAID @ (I'VE BEEN SO WRONG, FOR SO 
LONG, BUT) I'M SO RIGHT TONIGHT @ I'VE 
NEVER FORGOTTEN_@ | LOVE YOU ®@ | 
NEVER LO @ IN THE STILL OF 
THE NIGH ROMISE YOU @ 1 eR Yt coe NG 
REMEMBER YOU @ IT COULD HAPPEN TO : ’ ae | rte, 
YOU © IT'S AS SIMPLE AS THAT @ IT'S 4 oo) Ba ' Pex 
MONDAY EVERY DAY © iT WAS WRITTEN 
IN THE STARS @_!VY © I'LL BE WITH YOU 
IN APPLE BLOS E THE 
LONG WAY {AND 
FAR AWAY) @ LOVE AND THE 
WEATHER @ THE NIGHTINGALE @ MY 
DARLING, MY DARLING @ ON THE SUNNY 
SIDE OF THE STREBE. @ PASSING BY @ OLD 
ACQUAINTANC OUT OF THIS 
WORLD @ OV INBOW @ RED 
ROSEY BUSH © . POOR WAYFARING 
STRANGER © THE PRISONER OF LOVE 
SONG © PROMISE @ ROSES OF PICARDY ®@ SAY 
SOMETHING SWEET TO YOUR 
SWEETHE@MRWPEERIRMBER SONG © SERENADE 
OF THE B ENT NIGHT @ SMILIN’ — 5 
THROUGH @ SMOKE DREAMS ® SOMEONE TO — 
LOVE @ SOMETIMES I'M hAPPY © STANLEY — 
STEAMER @ SONATA @ D OF 
LOVE © SUSPICION HONY 
TEMPTATION (TIM-TAYSHUN) @ THAT'S FOR 
: ME @ THAT'S WHERE | CAME IN @ THERE'S NO 
You e NGS WE DID LAST 
SUM WAYS @ THIS IS THE 
MO IME @ THROUGH A 
THOUSAND DREAMS @ TOO MARVELOUS FOR 
WORDS @ THE TRAVELING SALESMAN 
POLKA @ TROUBLE IN MIND ® TUMBLING 
TUMBLEWEEDS @ KIN' MY BABY BACK 
HOME @ WHEN Y, 
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WELCOME BACK, BASEBALL 

(Transcribed) 

With Bing Crosby, Bob Hope, 
Dinah Shore, Claudette Colbert, 
Crosby Kids, John Scott Trotter 
orch, Ken Carpenter, announcer 

Producer: Bill Morrow 


|THE TRIUMPHANT HOUR 


Writers: Morrow. Murdo MacKen- 


zie 
60 Mins., Sun. (17), 10 p.m. 
GENERAL MILLS 
CBS, from Hollywood 


Knox Reeves) 


Baseball never had a more aus- 


picious inaugural than the one be- 
stowed on it Sunday night (17) on 
CBS. when Bing Crosby, Bob Hope, 
Dinah Shore, Claudette Colbert 
and the Crosby kids parlayed their 
talents into one of the top one- 
shot. 60-minute shows of the year. 


General Mills, on behalf of 
Wheaties, picked up the tab for 
this “Welcome Back, Baseball 


salute on the eve of the diamond 


season's opening. (It will be an 
annual event henceforth). 
Credit General Mills with a 


homer. For this was_ big-league 
programming, and the Presidential 
throwout of the first ball was 
strictly anti-climactic. ; 
Crosby and Hope were never in 
finer fettle. The Groaner was in 
there pitching for the full 60 min- 
utes, and through a large segment 


he, Hope and Miss Shore were 
dishing out a comedic counterpart 
of Tinkers-to-Evers-to-Chance that 


paid off with a succession of boffs. 
Practically everything and any- 


thing was grist. for the Crosby- 
Hope banter mill, with plenty of 
trade - wise kidding - on - the - level 
anent Bill Paley, CBS vs. NBC 
(“NBC? That’s Ghost Town”); the 
Hoopers, Philco, Swan Soap, Long 
Playing disks. and notably the 


Pirates vs. Indians, which set the 
tempo for the hour show. 

One of the sock seauences was a 
“playback” of the Claudette Col- 
bert - Crosby - Four Kids _ baseball 
routine heard earlier in the season 
on the Groaner’s transcribed Philco 
show. It was as delightful on the 
reprise as on the initial hearing. 

The Bing-Dinah dueting of “So 
In Love,” the latter’s ‘Forever 
and Ever.” Crosby’s “Careless 
Hands” and “When Is Sometime’ 
(from “Connecticut Yankee”), the 
Bing-Bob parody on “Buttons and 
Bows” angled on the Pirates-In- 
cians pennant chances. the Dinah- 
Hope-Crosby ‘“‘Wheaties’” commer- 
cial—these were but a few of the 


bangun ingredients in a show that | 


rates General Mills, as sponsor, a 


pennant all its own. Rose. 
WHAT DO YOU THINK 
With Dr. Clarence R. Decker, 


moderator 
Producer: Dr. C. F. Church, Jr. 
Director: Lawrence Kuhl 
30 Mins.; 9-9:30 p.m. Wed. 
Sustaining 
K‘BC, Kansas City 

Educational department of 
KMBC working with the radio de- 
partment of the Univ. of Kansas 
City has set up this weekly half- 
hour as a round table for discus- 
sion of civic. industrial and cul- 
tural topics by local leaders and 
prominent visitors. Dr. Decker, 
president of the university, han- 
dies the gavel on a panel which 
generally consists of three busi- 
ness or educational leaders. 
There's no limit on the topies for 
discussion, Dr. Church, educational 
director of KMBC, attempting to 
pick subjects which are timely 
and of general interest to listeners 
in the Kansas City area. 

One just caught took up matter 
of preparation for old age with 
panel made up of P. K. Houdek, 
director of the Social Hygiene 
Assn.: Mrs. Richard K. Phelps, 
president of the Women’s City 
Ciub. and Dr. J. W. McDonald, 
past executive director of the 
Council of Churches. Decker fune- 
tions strictly to keep the subject 
on track and moving. drawing out 
comment from the panel. This one 
proved to be informative with 
Houdek, a professional in the field 
of family problems, adding a good 
dea! to the proceedings. Mrs. 
Phelps and Dr. McDonald handled 
the subject from the standpoint of 
exvecrience. 

Show one of the few com- 
mentary sessions in operation in 
this area currently, and as such de- 
Serves a nod. both on the basis of 
undertaking and accomplishment. 
Asa sustainer, half hour classes as 
contribution by the station in the 


is 


public interest. Church lines up 
new tonic and new guests each 
week. Good deal of the quality of 


the show devends on the knowl- 
edge and ability of the panel mem- 
bers, and on this score program 
has held up well thus far. It be- 
gan in January, and has been a 
regular ever since. Also is tran- 
scribed ard _ rebroadcast over 


KFRM, KMBC’s outstate Kansas 
affiliate, Sunday afternoons. Quin. 


With Ethel Barrymore, Pedro de 
Cordoba, Bing Crosby, Dennis 
Day, Irene Dunne, Jimmy Du- 
rante, Ann Jamison, Rita John- 
son, Christopher Lynch, Dorothy 
Maynor, Fibber McGee & Molly, 
J. Carroll Naish, Rosalind Rus- 
sell, Robert Ryan,  Lizabeth 
Scott, Dean Stockwell, 
Young, Father Peyton; Sylvan 
Levin orch, Max Terr orch 


“ |wWriters: Timothy Mulvey, Raymond 


Finan, Mark Kearney 
Director: Dave Young 
60Mins.; Sun. (17), 8:30 p.m. (EST), 
MBS, from N. Y. and Hollywood 

Stirring and 
“The Triumph Hour,” a partially 
transcribed traditional airing of the 
rosary service produced by the 
Family Rosary of Albany, N.Y. Sel- 
dom has any religious program 
marshaled such an array of _Hol- 
lywood talent as did this full hour, 
with some 19 film and radio names 
spotted through the varied scenes 
of the Resurrection, the Ascension 
and Coronation of Mary. 

Powerful scope of the broadcast 
was enhanced by the fine musical 
background by Mutual orchestras 
in Hollywood and New York, di- 
rected by Max Terr and Sylvan 
Levine respectively. A choir of 
mixed voices also aided consider- 
ably in sustaining the mood of the 
program. With no advance an- 
nouncement as to the identities of 
the stars, the naming of those in 
the cast at the close provided a 
surprise twist for those dialers who 
might not have recognized the 
players’ voices. 

From Bing Crosby’s invitation to 
listeners to meditate on the glori- 
ous scenes to Jimmy Durante’s 
finale observation that the price of 
peace and happiness is “work, 
and_ sacrifice,” “The Triumphant 
Hour” was a well produced Easter- 
tide program that likely appealed 
to all faiths although the services 
were of the Catholic church. 

Father Payton of the Family 
Rosary in a short address urged a 
better understanding of God. Also 
carried by the Canadian Broadcast- 
ing Corp., and shortwaved through- 
out the world, “Triumphant Hour” 
was one program which certainly 
lifted radio’s prestige. Family 
Rosary, incidentally, is arranging a 
similar special eventer for Moth- 
ers’ Day, May 8, over the same 
stations. Gilb. 


Loretta | 


compelling was | 


| chitchat 
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RIOT SQUAD 

With Henry Fonda, Gen. Jonathan 
Wainwright, others 

Producér: Laurence Hammond 

Writer: Edward Barry Roberts 

15 Mins.; Mon., 9 p.m. 


WMCA’s “New World A-Com- | Sustaining 
ing” dramatized the life of Jackie WNEW, N. p « 


Robinson, first Negro to break 
major league baseball's 
ban, Tuesday evening (12). 
son, incidentally, had been fea- 


‘tured in nightly sportscasts over 


the New York indie). Scripted 


/smartly by Mort Levin, ‘Because 


| 
} 


‘ehance at 


Disabled vets probably aren’t 


portunity to be treated like an ordi- , 


nary citizen and have the same 
making a livelihood. 


| With present-day therapeutic meth- 


of Love” told of Robinson’s strug- | 


gles as a kid and his athletic suc- 
cesses at high school. 
frequent touches of humor, 
when a businessman offered to pay 
Robinson’s way through Harvard 
or Yale—he was a Stanford alum- 
nus trying to keep the Negro star 
from attending UCLA. 

Scenes between Robinson and 
his sweetheart were naturally and 
sensitively handled. Locker-room 
and parleys' between 


“Robbie” and Branch Rickey 


‘caught the full flavor of the dia- 
High spot was the action | 


mond. 
which followed a game between 
Louisville and Montreal, when 
hundreds of fans chased their hero 
and the Southern spectators saw 
“a rioting crowd chase a Negro— 
not because of hate, but because 
of love.” 





“The Son of Man,” unique Pas- 
sion Play which Archibald Mac- 
Leish wrote for CBS two years 


Writing had | 
as | 


ago, still packs its poigant, spirit- | 


ual appeal. Repeated for its 
third annual broadcast Sunday 
(17), the program was again a fine 
religious, emotional experience, 
and the perfect radio contribution 
for the Easter Sunday spirit. 
gram told the story of Christ in 
the words of the Gospels, with 
music from Johann _ Sebastian 
Bach’s B Minor Mass as_ back- 
ground. 

Arrangement of passages from 
Matthew, Mark and Luke showed 
the fine poetic hand of MacLeish, 
while John WHousman’s direction 


Pro- | 


ods, it’s entirely possible. Many 
war wounded have been reclaimed 


'to the extent where they can per- 


form as well as the next fellow. 

“Riot Squad,’ produced under 
auspices of the Disabled American 
Veterans, tells a capsule story of | 
the reclamation of one who has lost 
both legs in a minefield during the 
war. Endowed with determination 
not to let this mishap ruin his life, 
this vet, played by Henry Fonda, 
takes a watchmaking course at the 
Bulova school and becom@s a re- 
sponsible and solvent member of | 
society. 

Fonda hit a nice stride with this | 
role. He was convincing as the 
youth determined to make his own 
way despite his infirmity and gave 
a sincere performance. 

General Wainwright, DAV com- 
mander, made a pitch for the re- 
claimed vets. He trotted out a few 
easily assimilated statistics proving 
that there’s less absenteeism and a 
great degree of reliability when a 
disabled vet is on the job. 

“Riot Squad” probably attempt- 
ed too much for a 15-minute show. 
Even though it failed to create a 
mood and hurried the dramatic 
procedure too much, show got its 
message across. 

Two transcribed shows were pro- 
duced on this subject by Laurence | 
Hammond for the DAV. Other has 
Zachary Scott in the lead and both 
are scheduled for 550 airings on 
various stations throughout the 
country. Jose. 


'TWO BILLION STRONG 


matched the devotional spirit. Bart- | 
lett Robinson carried sincerity and | 


conviction in his characterization | 
as The Voice, Rod Hendrickson, 
James Goss, Bill Griffis, and 


Charles Webster ably portrayed the | 


| various saints. 
' 





Inside Stufl—Radio 


One of the top comics on the Coast got himself in bad all around 
when he by-passed normal contacts to make his pitch direct to the 


sponsor of a show who is parting 


with his star performer. To make 


matters worse the funny fellow is still under contract for another year 
to his current bankroller, but the grass looked greener on the other 


side. 


Picking up a phone in Hollywood, comic put through call to ad- 


vertising manager of the company, who was puzzled by the direct 


pitch. 


He forthwith put in his own call to the company’s ad agency 


and wanted to know howcum. Comic skirted his own agent, with whom 


he is trying to break, and completely ignored the agency handling the | 


account and for which he once toiled. Client’s ad chief has the repu- 
tation of being a straightforward fellow who doesn’t like unorthodox 


procedures and the comic’s chances of berthing in his stable are re-| 


mote indeed. 





Eleven outstanding Americans have joined with “The Lone Ranger” 


to form the National Lone Ranger Council of Honor in a movement | 


created by the ABC series to encourage America’s youth to adhere to 


the principles of good citizenship and clean living. 


the youth movement, the masked 


In conjunction with 
horseman is offering youngsters a 


Lone Ranger badge, a certificate and a booklet attesting to the listener’s 


official standing as a “Lone Ranger Deputy.” 


be had for a Cheerios boxtop and 15 cents, contains a description of 
the secret whistle, password, call, symbol and code for the deputies. 
Those forming the Council of Honor are Bob Hope, Harold Stassen, 
Eddie Cantor, Father John J. Cavanaugh, president of the University 
of Notre Dame; Dr. Norman Vincent Peale, minister and author: Dr. 


Lewis T. Wright, Negro surgeon; 
energy scientist; Singer Jane Froman, Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, statesman | 


Dr. Robert Oppenheimer, atomic 


and humanitarian; Gene Tunney, and Robert Ripley. 





John B. Gambling. who has been heard mornings over WOR, N. 


for a score of years, will have an unusual replacement setup when he 


takes a month’s hiatus in June. 


Because of the highly competitive 


situation in the 6-8 a.m. stretch, with WCBS and WOR neck-and-neck, 
the Mutual outlet is taking no chances on losing listeners during Gam- 


bling’s junket to Europe. 


Station, therefore. has made arrangements with the New York Heart 
Assn. to take over the cross-the-board stanza to plug its fund drive. 
Heart will round up four celebs to pinchhit for Gambling—each sub- 
bing one week. Joe Bier, WOR farm editor, will supervise the big name 


subs. 





Acknowledgment has been made by Miles Heberer, director of the | 


N. Y. State Radio Bureau, of “a major public service job” performed by 


radio and television stations in New York state in broadcasting last- 
minute changes in the state income tax law. 


Within 48 hours of the 


signature by Governor Dewey on March 21 of a bill fixing new rates, 


platters produced by the Radio Bureau outlining instructions for filing | 
returns were distributed to 90 stations. 


of spot announcements for live broadcast was rushed to every outlet. 
TV newsreel and live interviews were also used. 

Further cooperation was forthcoming by radio and television state- 
ments when deadline for tax payments was advanced from April 15 to 


19. ; 





Exclusive reading of the “How all occasions” soliloquy from Hamlet, 
which was deleted from the current film, has been transcribed espe- 


cially for “‘Theatre USA” by Laurence Olivier. 


Disk will be heard on 


ABC tomorrow (Thurs.) at 8:30 p.m. Olivier cut the speech for the 


Army show at the request of Helen Hayes. 


With Gerald Kean, narrator; Mer-| 
cedes McCambridge, John Ran- 
dolph, Nat Polen, guests. 

Writers: Stephen Fischer, Millard 
Lampell 

Director: Lampell 

30 Mins.; 4:30 p.m., Sat. 

Sustaining 

ABC, from New York 
Few Americans are said to be 


fully aware of the purpose and 





The booklet, which can | 


In addition, a special packet | 


functions of the United Nations. 
i“Two Billion Strong,” a documen- 


tary program 
and the UN’s radio division, makes | 
'a fine attempt to remedy that al- 
leged deficiency. But while the 
| stanza’s second airing on Saturday 
(16) gave the man-in-the-street a, 
wide picture of the UN’s genesis | 
/and current activities, its overall | 
_makeup tried to say too much in its | 
half-hour of allotted time. 

Through narrator Gerry Kean, 
who ‘‘works for UN at Lake Suc- | 
cess,” the routine, behind - the - | 
scenes operations of the 58-coun- 
try organization handled by trans- 
lators, mail clerks and other “rank 
‘and file’ employees received a. 
| well deserved description. This in| 
itself would have been ample ma-_ 
terial for the whole 30 minutes. 
| However, Kean went on to insert 
| brief recordings of Gromyko’s at- 
| tack on the Atlantic Pact followed 
| by the rebuttal of Britain’s dele- | 
| gate, Hector McNeil. He also inter- | 
| viewed a staunch femme supporter 
of Israel who constantly attended 
UN sessions in hopes she’d be in 
on the new nation’s admission. | 
Franklin D. Roosevelt's efforts in 
behalf of the UN was also touched 
upon, 
| To Kean’s credit he soaked his 
| occasionally dry facts and figures | 


Y. | with a down-to-earth aroma that 


|frequently brought about a neat 
‘human interest touch. FDR's dream | 
/of world civilization through tne, 
'UN will certainly be advanced 
_through this public service show 
| despite its minor faults. Gilb. 





Lincoln’s Messenger 
_ Passes Away at ‘People’ 


Henry M. Roe, 101 years old, of 
De Soto, Mo., died Monday (18) in 
CBS’ New York headquarters, five 
minutes after he had finished re- 
hearsing for an appearance on 
“We the People.” Roe had been 
skedded to tell of his experiences 
as a messenger for President Lin- 


/coln during the Civil War and how | 


| Lincoln had commissioned him to 
| go behind Confederate Lines to 
_persuade Northern boys to rejoin 
| Union ranks. 

|. In a fast move, “People” lined 
‘up Shirley Ann Martin, Syracuse 


youngster, who is reported to have 
seen miracles, including a statue | 


weeping, to sub on the broadcast 
‘last night (Tues.), 





dry other items. 


| the sympathetic 


prepared by ABC) 


Wis enon bee 

ohnny Nn, partici . 
Mort Laurence, announcer — 
Producer: Charles King, Jr. 
Director: Elinor Monroe 

30 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri., 4:30 p.m. 
Participating 

| WOR, New York 


_. This new stanza has supplanted 


Jim Crow asking any quarter from society, the former food quiz pitch beamea 


(Robin- All they ask is to be given an op- 


,at the lunching hausfraus in the 
Rendezvous room of the Hotel Vie. 
| toria, N. Y. It gives each of the 
/competing contestants. from the 
luncheon audience an opportunity 
|to give their hubby a pat-on-the- 
'back in order to grab the capital 
prize, a*two weeks’ vacation at a 
summer resort, wardrobes and sun- 
Award is made 
by group of judges also selected 
from the audience. 

On Monday’s (18) session seven 


femmes took the rostrum to ex. 
toll the virtues of their lesser 
halves. A_ Brooklyn housewife 


whose artist-husband aids her in 
her charity benefits won the nod 
and what went with it. However 
all contestants and the judges are 
gifted for their trouble. Listeners 


|in may also compete by sending 


letters as to why they believe their 
mate should be designated as 


| “Prince Charming.” 


Johnny Olsen handles session in 
his usual good style, pointing up 
the comedy aspects but avoiding 
any offensive tinge, to keep things 
rolling at an interest pace. Mort 
Lawrence handles the commercials 
for the multiple bankrollers in 
neat fashion. Edba. 


GREATEST HOMECOMING IN 
HISTORY 

(“Gifts From a Traveler’) 

With Paul Douglas, others. 

Writer: Sigmund Miller 

Director: Scott Buckley 

Producer: Milton Selden 


| 30 Mins., Sundays, 2 p.m. 


Sustaining 
WNBC, N. Y. 

WNBC, incooperationa with 
United Jewish Appeal of Greater 
N. Y., is setting this series of docu- 
mentaries pointing up the plight 
and hopes of displaced persons and 
what the UJA is doing in sending 
many to Israel. Although osten- 
sibly beamed as a sort of account 
of the organization’s stewardship, 
elements of the 
| program can also interest the aver- 
| age dialer in tuning in on the Sun- 


| day afternoon (2 p.m.) slot on 
|WNBC, N. Y. 
On Sunday’s (17) session Paul 


| Douglas headed up a formidable 
| cast in “Gifts From A Traveler,” 
| which had a group of d.p.’s enroute 
‘from Shanghai to Ellis Island for 
return to their new state and re- 
union with their people. Douglas 
‘sparked things with a splendid 
performance and was capably sup- 
ported by others of the cast. 

Those “who care” will find 
plenty drama in this weekly series. 

Edba. 





Chester, Pa., Indie Drops 
Commercials for Long 
Cancer Benefit Drive 


Chester; Pa., April 19. 
Promoting the Delaware County 
American Cancer Society ¢crive, 
WPWA cancelled all commercials 
Saturday (16) and aired Bill Haley 


and his Western Aces in a 6 a.m- 


to-closing fund raising pitch. 

Stations held open house, with 
listeners stopping in with contri- 
butions and being interviewed on 
the air. Civic leaders, clergymen, 
doctors and service organizations 
took part in broadcast and collec- 
tions. Ted Cott, chairman of the 
NAB’s independent stations com- 
mittee, announced that next year 
the WPWA cancer drive format 
will be proposed for a_ national 
campaign by the indies. 





Pix Producer Files 


5006 Suit on Airer 


Hollywood, April 19. 

Suit for $500,000 damages was 
filed in superior court by Harry 
Popkin against CBS, Prudential In- 
surance Co., and Music Corp. of 
America on grounds that the 
broadcast of the radio play “Im- 
pact” March 6 was calculated to 
mislead listeners into believing 
was a dramatization of film of that 
title, which Popkin made for 
United Artists. 

Also named as defendants were 
Benton & Bowles, Charles Koren 
of MCA and Jack Johnstone, Rro- 
gram producer. Attorney Herbert 
'T. Silverberg. filed action for Pop- 
kin’s Cardinal Pictures. 





Boston—Chuck Crosby, Sports 
Director of Hub’s WCOP since 
1946, has left to hecome assistant 
; sports director of CBS-TY. : 
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FRED WARING SHOW 

With Joan Wheatley, Daisy Ber- 
nier, Stuart Churchill, Jane Wil- 
son, Joe Marine, Virginia Mor- 
ley, Livingston Gerhart, others 

Producer: Rod Erickson 

Director: Roland Gillett 

60 Mins.; Sun., 9 p.m. (EST) 

GENERAL ELECTRIC (27 Sta- 
tions) 

CBS-TV, from N. Y. 

(Young & Rubicam) 

Another in television’s coming- 

of-age programs, the Fred Waring 


Show reprises 
made this maestro-showman a 
staple commodity for three dec- 
ades. The same _ well-rounded, 
versatile production presentation 
of musico - varieties, embracing 
every segment of the  vaudfilm 
genre, gravitates to the telescreen 
as a natural evolution. 

There are deficiencies, of course, 
such as lack of comedy and in- 
sufficient variety, but by and large 
it’s a good TV transmutation of a 
good stage show, at which Waring 
is thoroughly experienced. 

That Waring’s full hour comes 
on the heel of Ed Sullivan’s solid 
60 minutes is something which 
CBS-TV and General Electric may 
have to reconsider. The fact that 
Waring’s troupe of 60 or so can 
grip the video viewer’s interest is 
the more tribute to his showman- 


ship. That it may ‘present an 
added hurdle is something else 
again. Fundamentally it’s a net- 


work problem. It’s apparent also 
that the advertisers already have 
taken over video as they did com- 
mercial radio. The networks seem 
content with the idea that, having 
the time to sell and customers to 
buy the sundry segments around 
the clock, what they put in-is a 
problem among the _ respective 
sponsors. It’s to be hoped four 
half-hours of crime mellers won’t 
reoccur in TV as has happened in 
AM. 

Waring’s showmanship is mani- 
fest from the start. He indicates 


his know-how of the new medium) 


with the sundry camera pickups 
by obliquely accenting the worry 
that faces him in this new medium. 
Thereupon he proceeds, by the 
natural evolution of a- smooth, 
well-balanced program, to prove 
that booms and image orthicons 
and videogenic values are but a 
variation of the same theme, when 
in the past he had to worry only 
about mikes and palatable musical 
and variety interludes. 

While inclined to be talky, that 
portion called for a certain amount 
of dialog and undoubtedly will be 
curtailed. On his own, Waring is 
not the most authoritative emcee, 
doing the introductories in a rather 
deadpan manner. 

Poley McClintock, the vet drum- 
mer-comedian with the Pennsyl- 
vanians—he’s probably the only 
one of the originals left, besides 
maestro Waring—cuts up as effec- 
tively in the new medium as with 
his other hokum when they toured 
the deluxers. Stuart Churchill, 
another seasoned hand with the 
Waringites, is less the wide-eyed 
Dennis Day character and more 
legit as vocal soloist. For that 
matter, the comedic interludes will 
have to be sharpened and probably 
be further projected as the boys 
and girls become surer in the new 
medium. 

But, fundamentally, there's the 
male choir of 14, the femme vocal 


quartet, the sundry soloists; spe-. 


cialists like Joan Wheatley with 
“All of a Sudden My Heart Sings,” 
with Waring mugging out the 
lyrics the shouldn’t try to be fun- 
ny); Jane Wilson with “Lover,” an 
attractive prima (the shadow of 
one of the booms interjected it- 
self here fleetingly, but that was 
the sole mechanical and technical 
detraction, excepting for some 
mike interference in the midst of 
the finale Easter hymn, including 
a Bulova commercial, at least as it 
cam@ through on this reporter's re- 
ceivér). 

In the further accent on the vo- 


cals the femme quartet did ‘Won- | 


derful Guy” (“South Pacific’), 
foiled by the bossman;: the toute 
ensemble reenacted “Dry Bones,” 
including anatomical props; 
Churchill gave an American folk 
song, “On Top of Old Smoky,” an 
obtuse slant by appearing in top- 
er and tails! “Cecelia” had Daisy 
ernier as soubret, surrounded by 
Joe Marine, a couple of dancing 

ys, a male quintet, and the en- 
tire mixed choir in a tiptop ar- 
rangement blending “My Mama 
Done Tole Me” strain from “Blues 
in the Night” with the “Cecelia” 
lyric. Throughout the good stag- 
ing, the cameras were in the right 
Place all the way, and Ray Sax 
wound up with the girl. 

The same lush Waring arrange- 
ments asserted themselves in the 
Virginia Morley-Livingston Ger- 
hart piano dueting on an effective 
revolving stage for the twin Stein- 
Ways; and even 


room specialty ‘a weekly dance 
contest for GE prizes), the dansa- 
Pation music was as easy on the 


in TV what has) 


s in the next-to-, 
Closing Fred Waring’s Video Ball- 


were on the optics. 
The finale hymn, 


Lord,” with Churchill again as 
soloist backed by the entire mixed 
choir, might have lost some of the 
audience, as anticlimatic to the 
dance competition. 

Production - wise, 
show manifests an 
technique in capturing all the val- 
ues of large groups for the tele- 
| screen. He dissipates: the “peep- 
|show” or “intimacy” legend, to 
which some TV directors have 
long clung. A show can have size 
and scope and, through proper 
camera handling, can be fully in- 
corporated into the new medium. 
His accent is a bit too much on 
choral ensembles. Greater variety 
is called for to achieve desired 
change of pace. 

Waring (like Berle) auite ob- 
viously knows what he’s doing and 
wants done—not what some mys- 
terious video abracadabra will do to 
him. In fact, video may be the 
show biz exception to the rule that 
a star can’t direct himself. It’s 
been known in legit in the past, 
with actor-managers like Cohan, 
Henry Miller, Holbrook Blinn, 
Barrvmore, Mansfield, et al. 

But in the electronic form of 
show business as we now have 
come to know, first. the talkers, 
then radio, and now video, the star 
has always been relegated to his 
studio or sponsor’s control and di- 
rection. 

Video seems to have changed 
that a bit, although the instances 
will be rare, since they can be only 
as proficient as the stars are sea- 
soned experts. Berle is the rare 
example where he virtually a 
jet-propelled, one-man production 
from start to finish. True, there 
must be certain technical aides 
and even theoretical supervisors, 
but when a veteran of the vaude- 
ville wars wants certain values 
captured for the video. he alone 
knows what to do with it. Waring 
apvears to be in that league. 

His troupe of attractive people 
are basically cut of a standard that 
has always distinguished the War- 
ing showmanship. His versatility 
as a line-handler on the podium 


the Waring 
accelerated 





is 


is now transmuted to the new me-| 


| dium. : : , 
| The Waring show is obviously 
| television’s costliest package to 


| date, the talent-production nut ap- 
| proximating $20,000. The 27-sta- 
‘tion hookup carries with it an 
$8.000 bill for the time. 

General Electric will have to sell 
4a lot of its gadgets to amortize 
| what is 
| chandizing investment. 


ears as the expert ballroomologists | 


“Were You) 
There When They Crucified My 


| 


| 


|the Waringites reenact the prog- | 


|ress of GE tungstens from 1879. 
‘when Edison first invented 
| (“Carry Me Back to Ol’ Virginny” 


it | 


|is the theme song for the musical- | 


| historical cavalcade). When George 
| M. Cohan wrote “It’s a Grand Old 
| Flag” in 1906 the filament lamp 
came; in 1925 


proved electric bulb. The sealed 
' refrigerator was another’ good re- 
enactment. Withal, a big league, 
big time show. Abel. 


' JACK STERLING SHOW 
, With Max Showalter, Dick Boone, 
| guests 
Director: Byron Paul 
| Producer: Gil Fates 


(“Collegiate”), the | 
| frosted lamp; and now the 1949 im- | 





30 Mins., Mon thru Fri., 1 p.m. 
| Sustaining 

WCBS-TV, N. Y. 

| Jack. Sterling, who took over) 
| Arthur Godfrey’s early-bird WCBS | 
,spot, is sparkplugging the across- 
the-board TV airer in line with the 
/outlet’s plan to build up the two- 
hour segment preceding the tele- 
‘vising of the Brooklyn Dodger 


‘baseball games. The show runs off 


‘as an informal, easy-to-take mix- 
ture of interviews, news, trivia, 
sports features, slight comedy skits 
‘and music. Latter item is being. 
‘neatly supplied by Max Showalter, 
'a talented pianist-vocalist recent- 
ily appearing in the Broadway 
_musical, “Make Mine Manhattan.” | 
| In a daily half-hour grind, it’s 
virtually impossible to rise above 
ithe general level. of mediocrity. | 
'There isn’t enough material or | 
ideas to fill such a gap. Sterling, 
| however, succeeds in generating a |, 
friendly tone which, at least, won't | 
chase dialers to another station 
| despite the catch-all quality of this 
show. 

On the initial stanza (18), Sterl- 
ing opened with mild comedy chat- 
ter, segued into a musical number, 
batted around some baseball talk | 
with regular Dick Boone, inter- 
viewed a Dodger exec, then more 
chatter and world news, a man-off- 
the-street interview and a closing 
song duo between Sterling and 
Showalter. Sterling displayed some 
uneasiness before the cameras but 
this will wear off with experienc: 
All in all, this show is average ai 
ternoon TV programming. 

Herm. 





| Step Bros. and Louis Armstrong as 
guests. 





Tele Followup 





} 


“Mr. Mergenthwirker’s Lob- 
blies,” launching the new “NBC 
Dramatic Theatre” series Sunday 
night (17), recaptured the warm 





fantasy flavor of its. previous two-4-. 


presentations on the web as a 
sustainer. Hour - long legiter, 
scripted originally for television 
by Nelson Bond and David Kent, 
still could be fashioned into a fast- 
moving film. 

Vaughn Taylor, Vinton Hayworth 
and Jon McQuade repeated the fine 
work they turned in for the two 
previous airings, helping to keep 
that sparkling second act moving, 
and were given fine assist from the 
supporting cast. Production mount- 
ings, supervised by Owen Davis, 
Jr., duplicated those of the earlier 





shows. Fred Coe did his usual top 
directorial job. New NBC series 
replaces the “Philco Television 
Playhouse,” which bowed off for 
the summer after the April 10 
broadcast. 

“Lambs Gambol” was heavily 


tinged with nostalgia Sunday night 
(17) with the first reunion in eight 
years of Victor Moore and William 
Gaxton. There were some kicks 
for the oldtimers as Moore and 
Gaxton recalled with songs their 
great comedy hits of the 1920s and 
early 1930s. Their straight comedy 
routine, however, was weak except 
for Gaxton’s impression of a wom- 
an donning a girdle. Moore’s drol- 
lery couldn’t register due partial- 
ly, at least, to lack of adequate ma- 
terial. 

Mary Jane Walsh, while singing 
“There’s No Business Like Show 
Business,” ran afoul of good taste 
with a full bump which the cam- 


eras had no time to cut off. One| 
of the show’s highlights was a 
comedy sketch in which Russ 


Brown described the marital man- 
traps set by women. 





GARROWAY AT LARGE 

With Dave Garroway, emcee; Con- 
nie Russell, Betty Chapel, Caro- 
lyn Gilbert, Jack Haskell; Louis 
Armstrong, Step Bros. (4), 
guests; Joseph Gallicchio orch, 
Art Van Damme quintet 

Producer: Ted Mills 

Director: Don Meier 

Writer: Charles Andrews 

30 Mins.; Sat., 10 p.m. 

Sustaining 


|N -TV P 
patently a good mer-|~ BC-TV, from Chicago 
Musically, | 


Mark this one up as a twin kill- 
ing for NBC-TV. Neatly-paced 
half-hour variety show is a definite 
asset to the web’s now-building 
Saturday night program lineup 
and its Chicago origination demon- 
strates Chi can definitely be count- 
ed on to provide its share of the 
web’s__ divertissement. Already 
proved to have sufficient produc- 
tion knowhow to stage a good dra- 
matic or other type program, Chi 
can now lay claim to possessing 
also enough variety talent to whip 
up a vaudeo presentation compara- 
ble to some of the best emanating 
from N. Y. or Hollywood. 


“Garroway at Large,” as 


| THINK FAST 


With David Broekman, Leis Wil- 
son, Eloise McElhone, Leon 
Janney, Vivian della Chiesa; 

Mason Gross, emcee 

| Producer: Robert Kennings 

Director: Charles Harrell 

30 Mins., Sat., 8:30 p.m. 

ABC-TV, New York 


“Think Fast’ is another in the 
increasing number of question- 
and-answer shows hitting the TV 


circuits. Whatever the disguise 
(they practically all add up to 
visual variations on an “Info, 


Please” theme), they're all as good 
—or as bad—as their participants 
and emcee. 


Last Saturday's (15) - “Think 
Fast” installment on ABC-TV was 
good. In fact, for the major part 
of the half-hour it was delightful 
viewing and listening. Not that 
there’s any great novelty in the 


basic format, in which a panel of 
five continually circuits a_ table, 
each getting a crack at the “king” 
throne to vox-pop the others. But 
the combination of conductor- 
composer David Broekman’s charm 
and urban wit ‘he’s a completely 
captivating guy before the TV 
cameras), plus the cerebral frolics 
of Leon Janney, Lois Wilson, Eloise 
McElhone and Vivian della Chiesa, 
all properly alerted and _ poised, 
made for a refreshing interlude. 
As emcee, Mason Gross, dean of 
Rutgers Univ, was unobtrusive, yet 
kept the mental gymnastics rolling 
at a sharp clip. Rose. 


FUN AND FORTUNE 
With Jack Lescoulie, emcee 
Producer: Mildred Fenton 
Director: Marshall) Diskin 
30 Mins.; Thurs. (14), 8 p.m. 
Sustaining 
ABC-TV, from New York 

This audience  participationer | 
has the appeal of a “County Fair” 
or “Truth or Consequences.” For- 
mat is simple: studio guests are 
given four clues to the identity of 
an object concealed by a “magic | 
curtain.” Guessing the object from 
the first clue nets contestant $50, 
with the prize money diminishing 
as additional clues are needed. 
Correct answer raises the curtain 
_and wins the gift for the quizzee. 
| Charm of the show lies in the | 
| imagination that goes into produc- | 
| tion. One participant’s prize was 
a fortune-teller—her husband mas- 
querading in Hindu fakir’s garb— | 
| and the woman’s bewilderment as 
| the “swami” spilled details of her | 
| personal life was solid entertain- | 
ment. Another gal won a screen! 
test and the curtain revealed Kirk | 
Douglas, star of “Champion.” and 
a madhouse camera crew. Doug- 
las did a topflight job in a cari-' 
| catured love scene, with the direc- | 
| tor cutting in repéatedly just as 


| the gal braced herself for the 
| clinch. Guests were carefully | 


| Picked and reacted well. 

| Jack Lescoulie, who is bowing | 

‘out of his insomnia-stretch on | 

| WOR, N. Y., is telegenic and per- | 

| sonable, and handled situations | 
smoothly. ‘Fun and Fortune” is a | 
meaty dish, except for an occa- | 

| sional taste of corn. Bril. | 





it | 
preemed last Saturday night (16), | | 


was probably the most expensive 
NBC-TV house package yet to be 
coaxed to the network from Chi. 
In addition to four solo singers and 
Dave Garroway as emcee, the 
program also featured a big house 
orch batonned by Joseph Gallic- 
chio and Art Van Damme’s instru- 
mental quintet, plus the terping 


‘Motorola Sez Fadeout | 
On Ripley Bankrolling | 
Cued by Rating Slump 


Chicago, April 19. 
Program ratings apparently will 





Despite the apparently 
hefty budget, “Garroway” ‘fills a 


| definite Saturday night program-_| 
/ming void for NBC-TV and hence 


should rate a bid from prospective | 
bankrollers. 

Initialer, for the most part, ran) 
smoothly, innovating several pro-| 
duction techniques such as the use. 
of Garroway as a roving emcee. | 
He strolled continually about the | 


‘large set to establish a neat in-| 
' formal note 


in his introductions. | 
Show set a fast tempo at the start | 
which was maintained until the 
Step Bros. took over. Their jet- 
powered tapstering was good as/| 
ever but. with an eye to pace, their 
efforts should have been confined | 
to a single number. Armstrong, in, 
the other guest spot, could have | 
been held on screen longer for bet- 
ter results. Otherwise, the cast 
was good. Singers Connie Russell. 
Betty Chapel. Carolyn Gilbert and 


| Jack Haskell showed enough style 


differentiation to mix the tunes 
well. Van Damme combo im- 
pressed with its solo stint and 
teamed nicely with the Gallicchio 
orch on the backgrounding _, 
Stal. 





SHERWOOD’S ADMIRAL POST 
Chicago, April 19. 

Edwin J. Sherwood has been 

vpointed tele promotion manager 

{ Admiral Corp., handling sales 

‘raining programs for tele set dis- 

tributors in Admiral’s 35 markets. 


call the turn in television just as 
strongly as they have in radio. 
Motorola, for example, says it has 
bowed out as bankroller on Robert. 
L. Ripley’s “Believe It Or Not”. 
show via NBC-TV strictly because | 
of a disastrous slump in the 
Hoopers and not because of a drop- 
off in Motorola set sales. 

According to veepee W. H. Stell- 
ner, Motorola had special Hoopers 
taken on each weekly offering. | 
Program preemed with a _ hefty 
25.6, climbed to 33.1 the second 
week, then slipped to 17 for the 
third. Fourth week was by-passed 
but the fifth showed a drop to 11. | 
“Our distributors and our dealers 
bombarded us with complaints 
about the poor quality of the 
show,” Stellner said, “which 
opinions were certainly borne out 
by the nosedive of the ratings.” 
After spending $56,000 in extra 
promotion for the program, the 
company felt it should be can- 
celled. 

Motorola’s TV set sales, reported 
to have been sharply dented as a. 
result of Zenith’s “obsolescence” 
ads, have “actually been increas- 
ing week by week,” Stelliner said. 
He pointed out that only the con-| 
tinued shortage of viewing tubes! 
have kept sales at their present | 
level, adding that the company is 
anticipating a bigger volume of 
TV sales than was racked up in 
1948... +c. ’ i 


| THROUGH THE CRYSTAL 
BALL 

With Jimmy Savo, Michael Kidd, 

| Anita Alvarez, Talley Beatty, 

| Mariane Oliphant, Virginia Con- 
well, others 

| Producer-director: Paul Belanger 

| Writer: Ed Rice 

' Sets: Larry Goldwasser 
30 Mins., Mon., 9 p.m. 

FORD DEALERS . : 
CBS-TV, N. Y. (21 stations) 
(J. Walter Thompson) 

' The new Ford Dealers program 
is certainly original. Whether it 
will sell Fords is another question. 
Free-and-easy interpretations of 
literary classics, done mainly in 
dance and pantomime, this series 
—judged by Monday’s (18) opener, 
which paraphrased the Robinson 
Crusoe legend—-is smart, smooth 
and sophisticated. It may be a little 


too caviarish for the off-Broad- 
way, hinterland taste, though. 
Initial program didn’t altogether 


although the ingredients 
were there, and execution in the 
main was” expert. Baby - eyed 
Jimmy Savo, who is to be perma- 
nent host on the series, gazed into 
his crystal ball, and saw a unique 
re-telling of the Crusoe story, with 
amiable monkeys helping Crusoe 
find food, and_ terpsichcrean- 
minded natives helping to further 
Crusoe’s romance with his attrac- 
tive Girl Friday. 

The first part of the program 
definitely dragged. The viewer 
was confused as to just what this 
was going to turn into, and the 
various antics of the monkeys 
helping to build Crusoe a hut were 
a little too juvenile. There was 
a clash in styles between Savo’s 
narration and the dance-story, as 
well as a sharp jarring note by 
sudden intrusion of the first com- 
mercial. 

Thereafter, the program picked 
up, and held one’s interest steadly 
throughout. And all the clever 
touches to the production stood 
out—the wonderful dancing of 
Michael Kidd (as Crusoe) and his 
associates; the tribal dance bit; the 
dancing lesson Crusoe gave the 
natives; the flavor of Savo relating 
the romantic bits to follow; the 
clever, impressionistic sets that 
suggested unusual depth and scope 
as well as a fantasy-jungle; the 
fine photography (never was there 
a suggestion of stunted dancers, as 
in many dance airers); even the two 
smart commercials, which were 
product-selling at their best. 

Question is simply whether a 
fairy-tale in dance pantomime is 
pop stuff, and the answer is du- 
bious. But for the entertainment- 
epicure, there was much. Kidd, 
who also choreographed the pro- 
duction as well as° dance in it, 
showed gifted originality in the 
one phase as in the other. Talley 
Beattie, as native chief, and Anita 
Alvarez, as Girl Friday, were also 
fine dancers. Producer-director 
Paul Belanger shows high artistic 
integrity, as well as gifted overall 
handling, with this one. But is it 
commercial? Bron, 


come off, 


LEON PEARSON NEWSCAST 

Director: Clarence Thoman 

15 Mins., Sat., 7:45 p.m. 

Sustaining 

NBC-TYV, from New York ' 
This is not quite the “complete 

news summary” it is heralded to 


be. Leon Pearson, brother of col- 
umnist-gabber Drew, delivered 
most flashes from his “notebook,” 
but consulting the script detracted 
from the newscaster’s authority. 
He was at his best in a commentary 
portion, discussing the Italian col- 
onies, when he spoke directly to 
the viewer, forcefully and with 
animation. However, after a few 
moments of this and without a 
transition, the screen was taken 
over by a film clip of war scenes 


in North Africa. TV is a sight-and- 


sound medium, but what the eye 


/and ear receives must be co-or- 
| dinated. 


Because the audio and 
video elements weren't closely 
linked, setowner had choice of 
either listening or viewing—and 
the picture was more interesting 
than the words. 

Same fault was repeated in com- 
ment on the Atlantic Pact, when 
viewers’ attention was distracted 
by staccato clips of warships and 
planes. Pearson then interviewed 
Eve Curie, former Resistance lead- 
er, on significance of the alliance 
for the French. But it seemed a 
breach of good taste to follow the 
serious review of French political 
and economic problems with a 


‘newsreel of chic mannikins parad- 


ing expensive Parisian gowns. 

Set was a lush modern office 
with a desk, from which Pearson 
gave the news, and a conversation- 
al corner, in which the tete-a-tete 
with the French editor took eae 

Bril. 





Detroit—50,000 TV sets are in 
Detroit now, an increase of 1,500 
over last week. Big jump is due 
to upcoming baseball season, : > * 
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~ Tele Chatter 








New York 


Dancers Mary Raye and Naldi 
guesting on the “Morey Amster- 
dam Show” preem on the DuMont 
web tomorrow (Thurs.) night 
Worthington Miner’s production of 
“Julius Caesar” for CBS-TV’s 
“Studio One” scheduled for a May 
1 repeat Andrea Radio chief 
engineer Harold Heindel appointed 
to serve also as the company’s sec- 
retary DuMont dealers’ took 
over sponsorship of the “Ted 
Steele Show” last night (Tues.) on 


the DuMont web, with the show re- | 


placing “School House” James 
Furness, recently a producer at 
WSB-TV (Atlanta), scheduled to 
speak on TV operations outside 
N. Y. at the next monthly meet of 
the American Television Guild 

Alex A. Kolensky, former talent 
agent for Columbia Entertainment 
Bureau, named as talent scout for 
the “Vide, Ballroom” segment of 
CBS-TV’s new “re! Waring show, 
which debuted last Sunday night 
(17) Telecraft Films of Provi- 
dence has wrapped up the first two 
in its projected series of 13 vid- 


films titled “You Can Dance,” 
which feature Joe and _ Libby 
Champagne Henry Morley, prez 
of Dynamic Films, 16m _ telefilm 


producers, named production com- 
mittee chairman of the National 
Television Film Council, succeed- 
ing March of time’s Jack Glenn, 
forced to resign because of recent 
illness. 

Conrad Thibault readying TV 
package, “At Home with Thi- 
bault.”. . . Russell Patterson has 
designed set for Morey Amster- 
dam’s “Golden Goose Cafe” (Du- 
Mont). Vice Damone’s new nose 
will get its TV preem on the stanza 
tomorrow (Thurs.) “Benny 
Rubin Show,” which preems on 
NBC-TV April 29, will have as 

uest stars Jackie Coogan, Edith 

‘ellows and the Andrews Twins. 

Hollywood 

Carl Dudley will send his 
camera crews to England and the 
Continent in June to continue 
shooting the “This World of Ours” 
series for NBC television. In No- 
vember Dudley Pictures crews will 
film in Brazil, Uruguay and Argen- 
tina. NBC has “This World” series 
and “This Land of Ours” series 
tied up for five years. ... John 
Reynolds has joined Don Lee’s 
video sales department assisting 
Bob Hoag Al Burton’s “Campus 
Cabana” bows over KTSL Satur- 
day. Program, formerly on KLAC- 
TV, is emceed by Eddie LeRoy... 


“Mana Rosa In Hollywood.” starring | 


Anna Dimitrio and featuring Mela 
Shepard, bowed on KFI-TV Satur- 


{ day 


(16). Darwin Abrahams will 
direct the entire series....Stokey- 
Ebert Enterprises package, a fam- 


‘ily comedy show, is scheduled to 


, bow on KNBH, May 1. 


| Norine Foley of Daily 


Show will 
feature Betty Lou Gerson and Olan 
Soule. Doris and Frank Hursley 
will script. Program is reportedly 
awaiting the insertion of KNBH’s 
kinescope equipment before teeing 
off .Dick Darley, formerly 
KTSL producer, has joined Tower 
Productions to supervise new tee- 
vee shows for firm. 





Chicago 
Joe Byrne new WENR-TV re- 
mote director, replacing Bill Hol- 
lenbeck who moves to KGO-TYV, 
the ABC outlet in San Francisco. 
Dick Wyatt joined WENR-TV as 


staff programmer, while Dick 
Locke was named TV floor man- 
ager Harry Creighton _inter- 
views baseball - commissioner 


Happy Chandler via WGN-TV Fri. 
(22) at Comiskey Park Hildreth 
Mueller, secretary to WGN-TV op- 
erations director Vern’ Brooks, 
took a leading role in that station’s 
“Adventures of Homer Herk”’ last 
week (14)—WBKB guested little 
fire heroine Roberta Mason on its 
Treasury Bond show WNBQ 
staged NBC network rehearsal of 


new Dave Garroway show Sat. 
(16), with Louis Armstrong, Four 


Step Bros., Connie Russell, Betty 
Chapel, Carolyn Gilbert and Jack 
Haskell as cast members 
WENR-TV_ arranged a_ special 
Salute to Rogers Hornsby, oldtime 
baseball star Mon. (18). Paul Har- 
vey interviewed sports writers and 
former teammates. Hornsby will 
start Chi Cubs announcing today 
(Tues.) Dorsey Connors guests 
Miss Courtesy Wed. on WGN-TV’s 
“Personality Profiles.” Judges of 
contest were newspaper columnists 
News, Irv 
Kupcinet of Sun-Times and Nate 
Gross of Herald-American. 





London 

A. A. Milne’s “Sarah Simple” to 
be aired with Georgina Cookson 
in the title role and Frederick 
Piper repeating original stage role. 
. . . Ann Scott-James, editor of 
“Harper’s Bazaar,” to introduce 
Paris fashion display April 25. . 
Biggest sporting event of the year, 
the football cup final, to be tele- 
cast from Wembley Stadium April 
30... Paris is to be featured in 
the first issue of ‘Foreign Cor- 


respondent,” to be telecast April | 


22... Items on a restaurant menu 
are to be matched by artists in new 
type vaude show being aired April 


‘Mrs. Raymond Clapper’s 


| é 5) ° 
D.C. ‘Tapestry’ Series 
Minneapolis ,April 19. 

New variation of television pack- 
age agency is pushing out of here 
into eastern TV market. 

Organization, United Videogram, 
Inc., is offering 13-week film pack- 
age from Washington, with Mrs. 
Raymond Clapper. Widow of late 
correspondent, herself a _ writer, 
pitches for women’s audience be- 
hind capitol scenes in ‘“‘Washington 
Tapestry” series. 

Company complete commercial 
film series on. sound recording 
Scotch tape for Minnesota Mining 


|and Manufacturing Co., and series 
, of beer commercials for use in tel- 


evising Minneapolis baseball. 

Tapping national accounts in 
midwest area, organization has 
opened new offices in New York, 
Chicago and Washington. Presi- 
dent is Otis Carney, author and 
film writer formerly associated 
with Louis de Rochemont; vp’s are 
Paul Cunningham, TV producer, 
and Henry McKnight, former 
BBDO advertising exec. 


New Tele Biz 


WNBQ, Chi, announces United 
Wallpaper, Trimz division, has pur- 
chased weekly 15 min. transcrip- 
tion show, “Paradise Island,” with 
singer Danny O’Neil and _ starlet 
Ann Sterling. Musical show is 














'sponsored for 26 weeks through 


MacFarland Aveyard agency. 

WGN-TV, Chi, reports film an- 
nouncements for Sunbeam Corp., 
through Perrin-Paus agency; and 
Empire Cooler Service through 
Olian agency. 

WTMJ-TV. Milwaukee, an- 
nounces Miller Brewing will spon- 
sor one half of Brewers baseball 
games through Klau-Van Peterson- 
Dunlap agency. Larry Clark will 
announce. Dutchland Dairy Stores 
|through Mark-Mautner & Berman 
agency, and Ennis Motor Co. will 
co-sponsor 10-min. pre-game ‘“‘Dug- 
out Doings,” with Art Whitfield 
interviewing. 

WEWS-TYV, Cleveland: 
National Bank, P.O.C. Beer, Lyon 
Tailoring Co,, Allied Stores, Fred 
Astaire Dance Studios, Don-de 
Coffee, all spots. J. H. Boesch.Co. 
Durkee Famous Foods, Inc., and 
Murray Bender Shoes, all partici- 
pation. 

Kelvinator, through Geyer, 
Newell & Ganger, and Pall Mall 
cigarets, through Sullivan, Stauf- 
fer, Colwell '& Bayles, inked as 
participating sponsors on the new 
““‘WPIX Film Theatre,” series of 36 
British films teeing off Friday (22) 
night. 








two weeks in the spot. 
first 


Ladd in Permanently 


As Arrow Show Emcee 
Hank Ladd, featured in the cur- | 


rent Broadway revue, “Along Fifth | 


Avenue,” has taken over as perma- | 
nent emcee on NBC-TV’s “Arrow | 
Show,” after trial runs the last’ 
He’s the 


emcee on. the 


|WOR-TV Delay Costs 


Central | 








THE MACCABEES 


ONE OF AMERICA’S DISTINGUISHED INSURANCE FIRMS 


announces with pride 


the appointment of 


ALAN COURTNEY 


as 


. Director of 


Entertainment Division 


60 East 42d Street, New York 


MU 2-1630 





permanent 
program since Phil Silvers ankled 
two months ago to devote full time 
to his legit activities. 

Young & Rubicam ad agency, 
which packages the Thursday night 
show, is still experimenting with 
the format. It is believed definite, 
however, that comedian Jack Gil- 
ford will be the only member of 
the original cast to be retained. 


| Richards 























'_____ ¢ontinued from page 23 


nolds (who holds 17,000 shares in 
the station) as general manager. 

Document states as reason for 
transfer that Richards’ “poor 
health renders necessary elimina- 
tion of responsibility and anxiety” 
of heading the corporations. Appli- 
cations also ask for waivers on sup- 
plying financial information on the 
grounds that the data is unneces- 
sary in transactions not subject to 
competitive bidding procedures. 

“In applying for consent to re- 
linquish control of the three radio 
properties,” his statement said, 
“Mr. Richards is following a long 
desire to retire from active busi- 
ness on his 60th birthday which 
occurred last March 19.” 

Richards was quoted as saying 
that in the development of the 
radio industry during the last 25 
years “our goodwill stations have 
always adhered to the highest and 
fairest standards of broadcasting. 
Citations received from the Ameri- 
can Legion, Veterans of Foreign 
Wars and many other groups, 
coupled with thousands of com- 
mendations from every group and 
strata of the general public, testify 
to the public service our stations 
have performed. I am confident 
that my successors will continue to 
carry on these_ constructive 
policies.” 

Richards’ ownership in the sta- 
tions was listed as 64.8°° in KMPC, 
62.39°% (with his wife) in WJR, and 
71.64% in WGAR. 

Prior to filing the application, 
the Richards stations were cited by 
the Commission for slanting the 
news to reflect the owner's private 
prejudices, and hearings were 
scheduled to begin in L. A. on 
March 23. Shortly before that 
date, his attorneys filed physicians’ 
| affidavits that Richards was in 
| critical health and that holding the 
| hearings might cause his death. 
|The Commission granted a post- 
ponement to consider the current 
proposal to transfer voting control. 


—NBC’s 85 


ome Continued from page 27 




















| the video air before the end of this 
year. Last on the air will prob- 


| around 


| 


| 
| 


} 


| 


Station Dodgers Night 
Games, ‘Guess Who’ Show 


Slow start of WOR-TV, New 
York, in getting into operations 
has forced switchover of 13 
Brooklyn Dodgers night games to 
WATV, Newark. The night base. 
ball telecasts, which CBS-TV can't 
carry because of program conflicts 
had previously been skedded for 
the Bamberger video station by 
Schaefer Beer, via BBD&Q agency. 

WOR-TV will start sending a 
test pattern as soon as its trans. 
mitter tower is up, which is ex. 
pected to be in May or June. Some 
programs may be offered in July, 
but the full tele schedule won’t be 
launched until the engineering de- 
partment is satisfied that its sig- 
nal is excellent, which may be 
August or September. [If 
the Bamberger station gets going 
early enough, it may carry the 
Brooklyn after-dark games in ad- 
dition to WATV. 

“Guess Who?’, which has been 
on WOR for several years, is ex- 
iting AM, April 30, and switching 
to TV. The audience participa- 
tioner, which stars Happy Felton, 
had been slated for WOR-TV and 
the bankroller, Sheffield Farms, 
had kept the show on for an extra 
13-week cycle to make the change- 
over. However, because of WOR- 
TV’s late start, the stanza is going 
to WNBT, New York. It will be 
aired Sunday at 6:30 p.m. start- 
ing May 15. 

“Guess” may be moved to WOR- 
TV at the conclusion of its WNBT 
cycle. The agency is N. W. Ayer. 


UA Tele Dept. Pacts 
Indie’s 1,000 Pix 


Following through on its plans 





to wrap up television film dis- 
tribution rights, United Artists’ 
new vidfilm department signed 


yesterday (Tues.) to handle more 
than 1,000 pix produced by Ruby 
Films, indie N. Y. outfit. Pix are 
to be released in three separate 
series, ranging from a _ 39-week, 
half-hour group to 1,000 four-min- 
ute musical shorts designed for a 
projected video disk jockey pack- 
age. 

First series, according to UA-TV 
chief John W. Mitchell, is “The 
World Is My Beat,” featuring trav- 
elogs of unusual places. Second is 
“Hints and Tips,” a series of house- 
hold suggestions. Third release is 
to be the musical shorts. 





Philly Court Drama 
Will Go Net in May 


Philadelphia, April 19. 
“Court Is in Session,” real-life 
courtroom dramas sent out over 
WCAU-TV every Friday night at 
9, will go network in May. Pro- 
gram is expected to switch to a 


‘Tuesday night slot for the CBS- 


| 


‘ably be WTAR-TV in Norfolk, Va., | 


which is shooting for 


an April, | 


1950, opening. NBC execs also be- | 


_lieve they will hold a good compet- 
itive position if all AM affiliates 
/move into tele, since several of 
| the AM’ers are in areas which have 
been allocated only one TV chan- 
nel. In most such cases, of course, 


| judge and jury. 


there will probably be more than. 


| One applicant. it is 
| believed, the web's TV affiliates 
might also align themselves with 
| other video networks. 

Nine TV affiliates without AM 


In addition, 


} 
| 


| operations are WPTZ, Philadel- 
phia; WDSU-TV, New Orleans; | 
KPIX, San Francisco; WDTV, | 


Pittsburgh; KRSC, Seattle: WNHC- | 


TV, New Haven; 
'WLWC, Columbus, 


and WLWD, 
| Dayton. 


Latter two have an in- 


WICU, Erie; | 
“next month. Joe Liss will handle 


TV showing. 

Sponsored locally by Yellow Cab, 
“Court Is in Session” is the private 
program of I. D. Levy, vice-prez 
and general counsel of the WCAU 
stations. Show selects a hypothet- 
ical case and then tries it out in a 
Philly courtroom before a bonafide 
The district attor- 
ney’s office prosecutes and so far 
the pick of Philadelphia lawyers 
have acted as defense counsel. 

Actors serve only as defendants 
and key witnesses. Courtroom at- 
tendants, bailiffs, coroners’ physi- 
cians, stenogs, counsel, D.A’s and 
guards are all the McCoy. 


’ 
CBS to Do ‘Dybbuk 
Classic Jewish drama, ‘The 

Dybbuk,” by S. Ansky, will be pre- 

sented on CBS-TV’s “Studio One 





| the adaptation. 


direct AM affiliation, since they're | 


owned by Crosley Broadcasting’s 


“Dybbuk” has been a hit in pro 
ductions by Maurice Schwartz on 


| WLW, Cincinnati, which is linked | New York Yiddish stage and by 
| Moscow Art Players. 


to NBC-AM. 


—_ 
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PERMANENT CAREER POSITION 
NATIONALLY KNOWN ENGINEERING FIRM 
HAS RESPONSIBLE $7-9,000 OPENING 
AVAILABLE FOR PROPER MAN 
37-50 Years of Age 
and Available for Limited Travel 
YOU WILL BE ASSIGNED TO REPRESENT US IN WORK 
WITH OUR CLIENTS 


For Appointment Write: 
Box V-122, Variety, 154 W. 46th St., New York 19, N. Y. 
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FCC Cracks Down on 2 More 


TV Squatters; Permits Rescinded 


‘success of the project or impair- 


Washington, April 19. 

Letting it be known that it 
means business, the Federal Com- 
munications Commission last week 
removed two more __ television 
squatters from their license rights 
after failure of the permittees to 
give assurance of diligence in con- 
structing stations. The agency re- 
quested WJHP of Jacksonville, 
Fla.. and the New Orleans (La.) 
Times-Picayune station WTPS to 
surrender their construction per- 
mits In the latter case, it gave 
option to request a hearing within 
20 days but is was considered un- 
likely the option would be exer- 
cised. 

In both cases, the actions were 
taken in denying applications for 
additional time to construct sta- 
tions. Previously, the Commission 
had forced the William H. Block 
Co. of Indianapolis to surrender 
its permit by refusing to cancel 
a hearing on an extension request 
to consider a proposal to transfer 
the authorization in exchange for 
out-of-pocket costs. 

Failure of WJHP to go ahead 
with its station, for which it re- 
ceived a permit last August, re- 
sulted from its realization that it 
had underestimated the amount of 
money required for television. It 
told the Commission it now finds 
that it must take bigger losses 
than it had expected and that it 
cannot commit itself to the amount 


required without endangering the' 
SANE 218 AEE ATE RONALD LILLE LEP DEILED 


ing its financial stability. 

The company, which owns a 5kw 
AM station .and five newspapers 
in Florida, had wanted an addi- 
tional nine to 12 months to ar- 
range financing before going 
ahead with television construction 


but told the Commission to cancel | 


if it couldn’t grant the extension. 
There are now three remaining 
permittees in Jacksonville, one of 
which (WMBR) has been cited for 
lack of diligence in construction. 

The Times-Picayune, which also 
publishes the afternoon daily, The 
States, told the Commission it now 
has $600,000 invested in WTPS- 
FM. which its started in late 1946, 
and WTPS, its daytime AM outlet, 
which it began in February, 1948. 
Its operating losses in these proj- 
ects up to the end of last year, it 
said total $272,000. 

Under these_ circumstances, 
WTPS asked for an extension to 
next October on its television sta- 
tion but could not estimate when 
it would be on the air. It told 


* musical 


the Commission it had “hopes” it! 


would be able to proceed with con- 
struction in six months but could 
give no assurances it would be able 
to go ahead with the project. 

Five television channels have 
been assigned to New Orleans, 
where one station, WDSU-TV, is 
in operation. The remaining per- 
mittee, Maison Blanche Co., was in 
hearing last month on a recent re- 
quest for extension. 














_ —— 














sae am Rn 
os a 4 











WWJ-TV 


first television 
station in Michigan-— 
still leading the field 


ORE than two years of daily opera- 
tion have given WWJ-TV the 
television know-how that results in 
better pictures, better progr: nming 
and better commercial adaptability. 
This know-how is reflected in its local 
schedule of top crowd-drawing attrac- 
tions including three seasons of Uni- 
versity of Michigan foot ball... three 
seasons of Detroit Tiger base ball... 


as well as two seasons each of Detroit 


Red Wing hockey, and horse racing. 
Such features together with outstand- 
ing NBC shows are the main reasons 
why WWJ-TV is first, by far, with 
Detroiters ... as proven by surveys... 
and with advertisers as proven by 
results. Yes, WWJ-TV is the sure bet 
in television in the multi-billion-dollar 


Detroit market. 


WW tv 


NBC Television Network 


FIRST IN MICHIGAN ... Owned and Operated by THE DETROIT NEWS 
Notional Representatives: THE GEORGE P. HOLLINGBERY COMPANY 


ASSOCIATE AM-FM STATION WW 








Alpert, Gaxton Team 


As Lambs Producers 


Mickey Alpert has joined Wil- | 
liam Gaxton as producer of the 
Lambs Gambol tele show. 

Veteran performer - bandleader 
and Gaxton are working out sev- 
eral changes from the original for- | 
mat to strengthen the show, which 


is sponsored by Maxwell House 
Coffee every Sunday, 8-8:30 p.m., 
on WNBT. 





Sam Bronston’s Package 
Idea on Musical Film 


Reels Shot for Video 


Projected series of 250 reels of 
film shot especially for 
television by indie Hollywood pro- 
ducer Samuel Bronston are so de- 
signed that stations can tie them 
together into a package of any 
length desired, Bronston said in 
N. Y. last week. Once they’re com- 
pleted, Bronston hopes to have 
them serve the same purpose for 
TV that transcribed music libraries 
now serve AM stations. 


Producer arrived in N. Y. last 
week from Rome, where he com- 
pleted the first 21 of the 10-minute 
reels featuring the 100-piece Santa 
Cicilia orch under the baton of 
Jacques Rachmilovich. He plans 
to lens 20 more reels in Rome, 
starting next month, and will then 
tap all the major foreign and U.S. 
symphs. Bronston declined either 
to discuss his production costs or 
to reveal what price he’s asking 
the networks for the service. 


Pix were lensed with an eye to FCC Okays Kinescope 


TV but Bronston also made pro- 


tection shots for a contemplated | 


theatrical release later, as soon as 
the 
sicians’ ban against the use of live 
musie in TV films is lifted. He 
said no trick camera effects were 
employed; instead, the cameras 
were set up to give viewers the 
same scene of the orch they would 


cert auditorium. 





Syracuse Looks for Tele 


Via WSYR by Mid-Autumn 


Syracuse, April 19. 
being on th: 


eral Electric’s Electronics Park 
plan is now working on the sta- 
tion’s transmitter equipment and 
American Telephone and _ Tele- 
graph Co. is constructing a micro- 
wave relay link between Albany 
and Syracuse to make it possible. 


at Sentinel Heights later this 
month for WSYR-TV’s transmitter 
building. Plans also call for a one- 
story addition to the present FM 


to transmit TV programs. 


Heights some 1,440 feet above sea 
level, WSYR-TV’s effective radia- 
tion will be at an elevation of ap- 
proximately 1,640 feet, or more 
than 1,300 feet above Syracuse’s 
average elevation. According to A. 
G. Belle Isle, station’s chief en- 
gineer, present calculations show 
that WSYR-TV’s signal will pene- 
trate a minimum average radius of 
35 miles. 





Philco Joins Pabst 
As Chi Cubs Sponsor 


Chicago, April 19. 

Philco will bankroll the remain- 
ing half of the Chi Cubs home 
baseball games over WBKB, it was 
announced by program director 
Red Quinlan. Signing gives WBKB 
complete sponsorship’ of ball 
games, Pabst earlier having taken 
over tab for half the games. 

Philco likewise 
sponsorsed time on the Multiscope, 
WBKB’s_time-weather-news ma- 
chine, from 21 to 35 hours weekly. 
Deal gives WBKB a total of 84 
hours of weekly programming, of 
which 66 are sponsored. 





~WEWS-TV UPS RATES 
Cleveland, April 19. 
Because of the bounding gains 





in circulation, WEWS-TV has 
upped its rate card by 3314%, 


from $300 to $400 an hour. 


Rates effective for new business | 
as of yesterday (18). | 


get if they were sitting in a con- 
| week. | 


| 


American Federation of Mu-) 


| 


| 


Inside Television 


Four N. Y. television stations carrying pickups of the Easter Parade 
Sunday (17) did themselves proud on their coverage—but what 
blessing color TV would have been. WABD (DuMont), WCBS-T 


(CBS), WNBT (NBC) and the N. Y. 


cameras stationed in the vicinity 


Daily News’ WPIX each had their 
of N: Y.’s Fifth avenue and 50th 


street, where the crowds around St. Patrick’s Cathedral and Rocke- 
feller Centre were the heaviest. Despite the competitive aspects of 
their pickups, the stations all handled the job in basically the same 
manner, providing either long shots of the tremendous throngs or 


closeups of their star announcers 
bonnet-wearers. 


and performers interviewing the 


Dennis James, in strictly morning attire, and Kathi Norris doubled 


for WABD, with Miss Norris particularly shining in 


he way she han- 


dled her interviews. Gil Fates, Dorothy Doan and a host of other 


CBS’ers kept WCBS-TV’s pickup 


sparkling. That station innovated 


an interesting technique in having a photog snap the paradees and 
then develop, print and have the pictures on the air in a matter of 
minutes. WNBT turned the interviewing job over to three of its top 
announcers, Bob Trout, Ben Grauer and Kenneth Banghart. They 
sounded over-impressed with the solemnity of the occasion at first, 


but soon broke down to perk up 


the show. Actress Faye Emerson 


came through with a neat assist in Banghart’s corner. 

WPIX made good use of its Zoomar lens to swoop down for full- 
screen closeups from its vantage point above the crowds. John Tillman 
and Jack McCarthy did the WPIX commentary, with a boost from 


Daily News’ staffers Jimmy Jemail 


and Nancy Randolph. 





Five of the new International News Service Projectalls, designed for 
facility in scanning news tape and pictures, have been ordered by 
television stations since the machine was unveiled at the National Assn, 
of Broadcasters meet last week in Chicago. 

Already on the air with a one-hour daily program using the Projectall 
is WNBQ, Chicago. Deliveries are now being made to WMCT, Memphis; 


WBAL-TV and WMAR-TV, Baltimore; 
In addition, experimental installations are being made 


WJBK, Detroit. 


WGAL-TV, Lancaster, and 


at WNBT, N. Y., and WLWT, Cincinnavi, 





WNBT, flagship station of the NBC-TV web in N. Y., is planning a 


super-show to celebrate its 10th anniversary April 30. 


Final details 


have not been worked out, but it is expected that every program on 
the air that day will mark the event with some specialty and that all 
stations on the NBC-TV network will salute the occasion. 

Station preemed April 30, 1939, with the televising of the late Frank- 


lin D. Roosevelt as he opened the N. 


Y. World’s Fair. 








Version of Horse Races 
Washington, April 19. 

Special authority to televise the 

races during the current 19-day 

meet ending April 30 from the Ja- 

maica, L. I., track to RCA studios | 


in New York for kinescope record- 
ings was granted by the FCC last 





The authorization was given for 
experimental purposes to deter- 


films of the races without using 
the cumbersome and_ expensive 
coaxial interconnection between 
studio and track. Under the FCC 


Indications point to WSYR-TV, grant, televising is done via micro- 
air by mid-autumn Waves to the studio, in this in- 
with network video service. Gen-| Stance in the 7,000 me band, from 


where kinescoping is made for 


mine the feasibility of making | 


KTSL LIMITS PLUGS 
FOR GIVEAWAY DONORS 


Hollywood, April 19. 
KTSL execs have issued orders 
to all personnel restricting the 
number of plugs to be given a 


manufacturer on giveaway tele- 
vision programs. Outlet toppers 
feel prize donors are beginning to 
dominate programs and are getting 
the equivalent of $60 one-minute 
spots for nothing. 


Don Lee outlet has inserted a 
rule whereby a manufacturer will 
receive only one mention per pro- 
gram. Rule will hold regardless 
of the number of gifts given. Out- 
let will allow close up pictures of 
the prizes but has limited view to 
a brief scan. Advertising display 
cards of manufacturers handing 


later television newsreel programs. | Over gifts is to be completely elim- 


I 


| 


| 


With the elevation of Sentinel | 


| 


| 


increased its 


The Commission’s action was | 
taken over the dissenting votes of | 
Commissioners Jones and Walker. | 





Ground will be broken nearby Comedy News Show | 


Packaged for KLAC-TV| 
Hollywood, April 19, | 
KLAC-TV will present a news| 


transmitter building, and erection show with a comedy format, start- | 
of a 200-foot tower at the Heights ing Sunday (24). 


Program will air | 
once weekly for 30-minutes. 
Program is titled “City Desk”, 
and will give a newspaper treat- | 
ment of current week's events. | 
Program is packaged by Don Mc- | 


Guire. It features Lois Collier, | 
Craig Stevens, Lennie Breman 
and McGuire. Package reported- | 


ly went for $150. | 


inated. 








| KNOW TV! 


Experienced as & program coordina- 

tor, traffic ass't, film ass’t; radio and 

record background; B.A. Music. Crea- 

tive, efficient, versatile. 

Box V-77, Variety, 154 West 
Street, New York 19, N. Y. 


————————————————— 


For Television 


Available 3 Broadway-produced plays; 
two unproduced; original musical 
comedy with score; production and 
pop numbers. Write Box V-87, ©/e 
Varlety, 154 W. 46th &8t., New 
York 19. 


46th 


























future, addicted 


Lowell Thomas (after 


PERSONAL 


Refined announcer - narrator - m.c. 
with Ford in past, present and 


seeks companionship of congenial 


sponsor for summer—share talk, 
music, drama, television, wealth. 


*For clue to identity hear Ford Theater or 


of the Town or Ford TV Theater, or contact 


Nelson Case, 410 E. 57th St., PLaza 3-1449. 


to Ivory Soap, 


nN. 


April 25), see Toast 
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ne { Tele Follow-up Comment | 


KEENE ¢ heed adaptation of his 
successful stage gimmick, 
EVO SEE Westie Came over 
NBC television Sunday (10) eve- 
ning as a laugh show with a vastly 
promising future. There are a lot 
of highly amusing moments in the 
body-English and gyrations of the 
amateur bandleaders who take over 
the direction of Kaye’s commercial 
combo—and every one of them 
manage to creep into the lens. This 
was Kaye’s second showing on 
video with his stage baby, and 
while there are many loose ends 
that could be gathered up in 
smarter fashion, they did not seri- 
ously interfere with the comedy 
aspect. Kay gives listeners an op- 
portunity to get in on the prizes, 
giving the program a giveaway 
tinge, by allowing a viewer by 
phone to take a crack at naming 
the winner, judged by the audience 
via a laugh meter. If the phone 
picker’s choice coincides with that 
of the aud, a stack of prizes goes 
to the former as well as the am 
leader. It’s a good angle and Kaye 
and his men do a good job with it, 
adding a lot of their own uninhib- 
ited gag angles to those uninten- 
tionally provided by the contest- 


ants. 
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CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES 


| cedural requirements. These 


‘circumvent the statutes but also to 








Sherman, Tex — Approval has 
been granted by the FCC for the 
sale of KTAN from the Denison 
Broadcasting Corp. to the Sherman 
Broadcasting Corp., for a sum of 
$18,000. Euclid T. Fant and Tony 
Anthony are principals in the 
Sherman company. Sellers were 
Elmer Scarborough, Joel Carroll 
and Mrs. Mary Stewart. 





Corsicana, Tex — Walter Kline 
has been named general manager 
here for KAND and will take over 
duties at once. 





Chicago.—A. C. Nielson § an- 
nounces that Ford Motor Co. has 
taken a three-year subscription to 
his Radio Index. 





San Antonio — Violet Short, for 
many years continuity chief here 
at KTSA, has resigned her post to 
become Director of Radio for 
Joske’s of Texas, local department 
store. No replacement®has been 
named. 





Minneapolis — Earl Steele, for- 
merly on announcing staffs of CBS 
in New York and KLAC, Holly- 
wood, is performing mike chores | 
at WCCO, CBS outlet here, as em- | 
cee of cross-the-board “Melody 
Matinee.” His wife, Decca thrush 
Sally Foster, has her own daily | 
vocal stanza on the same station. | 


| 

Boston—Betsy King, diate 
old disk jockey of WCOP, ABC af- | 
filiate here, has been named queen 
of the American Federation of Ra- 
dio Actors ball, to take place at the 
Copley-Plaza May 6. Queen King, 
daughter of Gene King, WCOP pro- 
gram director, is youngest AFRA | 
member. 








Philadelphia — Leonard Matt, | 
program director of WDAS, has | 
been upped to sales manager. Dick | 
Booth, former assistant program 
director, is taking over Matt’s job. | 
Eddie Newman, former WOR 
“personality jockey,” has launched 
a new after-midnight program on 
WPEN, running from 12:05 a.m. 
until 2, across the board. Time is 
new for the station and Newman’s 
program has a half dozen and 
more participating sponsors. Her- 
man Gordon, recent graduate of 
Temple Univ.’s radio school, has 
joined the continuity department 
at WFIL. 





Houston—Guy Savage, program 
and sports director for KLEE here, 
has been appointed to the position 
of assistant manager and sports 
director for KLEE-TV. 





} 


Portland, Me.—Don Curran has | 
been upped from program direc- | 
tor to station manager at WMTW, | 
Yankee network outlet here. Cur-| 
ran had been acting manager dur- 
ing terminal stages of the late sta- 
tion manager’s illness. His previous | 














M-G-M— 


“On an Island with You" 


THE CAMEL SHOW 
Every Friday Nite, 8:30 D.S.T. 


Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 














‘from wire reports by Bill Diedrich 


| starting April 22. 
| will be called “Disk Jockeys’ Der-| radio or television or interstate 


/in the manner of an amusement 


| former 


i|hold its 


| be elected. 


|its channel might limit the Com- 
_mission in granting it higher power | 


| make such a grant feasible). 


| whether WJR was given a fair op- 


| obstructionists seeking to prevent 
official post has been filled by ac- | agency authorization of legitimate 
cession of Bob Powell, former | transactions sought by other par- 
WGAN disk jockey. | ties.” 
' FCC counsel found it “difficult 
Minneapolis—Singer Tony Grise,' to believe” that their discretion in 
after winning Arthur Godfrey tal- being allowed to make de- 
ent scout show, came home and cisions where it believes hearings 
got busy. He’s now featured VO-| are unnecessary should be cur- 
calist on three shows on WCCO; aS tailed “to preserve the fairness 
well as another on WTCN. | guaranteed by the due process 
| clause.” 








Louisville—WGRC is set to air 
major league baseball games, and 
is lining up schedule for summer 
afternoons. Games will be aired 














‘Cease & Desist’ 


Continued from page 23 








and Jerry Brown. Both American 
and National League games will be 
heard, preference being given to 
Red Sox. of which the Louisville 
club is a farm. National League 
games will be included occasion- 
ally, with the exception of the 
Cincinnati Reds, who will be heard 
locally over WLOU. 


regulations than the present sys- 
tem which subjects licensees to rev- 
ocation for either serious or not- 
so-serious violations. 

Another provision in the bill 
would apply the powers of the 
| Postoffice Dept. to prevent the use 
of mails for fraud to radio. It 

Louisville—Local disk jockeys would empower the Commission to 
will be pitted against each other | impose penalties up to $10,000 or 
at the Kentuckiana Home Show five years in prison, or both, on any 
Competition | individual or station over using 





by,” with local platter jocks repre- 


wire communication to obtain 
sented on a blownup photo, much 


money under false pretense. This 
| authority has been previously rec- 
| ommended. 

Greensboro, N. C.—Robert Ray, A further provision in the bill 
station and commercial | Would raise the salaries of the 
manager of WBUY, Lexington, has Commissioners from $10,000 to 
assumed his new duties as sales | $15,000, with $17,500 for the chair- 
and service manager of WLOE,|man. The increases are along the 
Leaksville. . lines of the report of the Hoover 


park pitch. 








Greensboro, N. C. — Carolinas | ganization which recommended 
Radio News Directors Assn. will | that members of regulatory agen- 
annual convention in| cies be paid $17,500 and the chair- 


Myrtle Beach, S. C., June 3-4. Jack 
: arene , s .- men $20,000. The House Appro- 
Knell, of station WBT, Charlotte, is 'priations Committee recently re- 


president. 


Plans will be made for an an- dh : : - 
nual award, and new officers will | FCC which provided a $2,000 raise 


| for the members. — 
A final provision permits the 
Minneapolis.—Jim Paul. former | Commission greater latitude in 
account exec with McCann-Erick- | making expenditures for research 
son, has joined sales. staff of | activities and for radio monitoring 
WCCO, CBS outlet here. | stations. 











“would furnish a weapon for de-| 











Barry Gray 


Continued from page 23 


Department, cut by State Radio 
Bureau with Milton Cross as nar- | 
rator and Bob Steele as director. addi sta 
Irve Tunick, of CBS writing staff, | But the payoff for Gray was cut 
scripted show: Columbia record-| 2!most in half, with his cafe salary 
ed. Neal Moylan, of State Radio | 8°D¢- ‘ 

Bureau, produced. | Gray, who had signed a new con- 
, | tract with Murray Weinger, opera- 
tor of Copa City, about three weeks 





Albany.—About 30 stations are 
broadcasting “Empire County,” a 
series on New York State Health 

















ment and turned the matter over 
to attorneys and the American 





Property Rights 








Continued from page 23 SJ Guild of Variety Artists which had 
to read vague and ambiguous okayed his deal as a recognized 
: . entertainer. However, Florida's 
meaning into the language of the Wometco theatre chain, which 


Communications Act and Supreme 
Court.decisions alters the extent 


of the rights of a radio licensee 
and the limits of protection he is Venn, offered Gray a flat $1,000 


titled , a Goer weekly contract on a 44-week term, 
pis teh — egret aon which the station would guarantee. 
that grant of a daytime station on Gray accepted, dropping the Copa- 
| Weinger suit, with the WMIE 

/group reopening the 


owns station WMIE, Miami, through 
its general radio manager, Bob 


if and when future determinations 


The real issue in the case, Com- 


mission counsel contended, is hour video shows (10:30 to 11 p.m 


portunity to present its position. —WTVJ—also Wometeo owned) 


Since it never complained of un- 
fairness an did not answer the op- 
position to its petition for recon- 
sideration, the WJR claim, said 


gg Mine vd fairly be characterized Philadelphia Robert W. Mene 
as frivolous.” a Pile m 
os f . 

The Commission further con- a a gg 
tended that if the lower court de- the WIP announcing staff. Mene- 
cision is sustained various regula- fee replaces Hal Simms, who left 


| With certain other financial ar- 


as $75,000 on his new deal. 





| tory agencies of the government WIP several weeks ago for the 
‘would be hamstrung by rigid pro- CBS-TV network. 

















~ ‘THIS 


TUESDAY 
APRIL 19 


FRIDAY 
APRIL 22 


Hollywood: 
_ FRANK COOPER 





“eee eRe ee we ss 


“TAK ” 

Serene’ JUDY CANOVA SHOW ..... .recedy ond specie Treatment, Sung by JUDY CANOVA 
“IT’S NOT HIS MIND, H’S HIS MUSIC” 

BOB HOPE SHOW 2 2 © © ee » Sung by: BOB HOPE, DORIS DAY and JIMMY DURANTE 

apni 21 AL JOLSON SHOW . ... ... . . sung by: at JOLSON and THE SCHNOZZOLA 


BRET WRAITT SUDA. . sce ws: 0 eaten. Ben. can 6 can 


JACK BARNETT 


WEEK'S PARLAY 


“A REAL PIANO PLAYER” 


“MY GIRL FRIENDS DON’T WANT MY MONEY” 
Sung by: THE BOSS 
WRITTEN BY 


Management: New York: 


LOUIS P. RANDELL 


struction and delay not only to) 
| persons who may be striving to 


Commission on Government Reor- | 


| ported out a budget bill for the’! 


| 


| 
| 


_| proposition that, doesn’t 


ago, decided to sue for full pay-| 


shuttered |™ay move into Dyke's position. | 
Five O’Clock Club as a setting for ‘Leslie Harris, ex-Benton & Bowles, | 
| three-hour (11 p.m. to 2 a.m.) airer,| 29d Mitchell Benson, “ex-William 
| Preem of the new setup took place Morris agency, are new additions | 
on Monday (18), with two half-| to the program department.) 


skedded shortly on a weekly basis. | Jolson and the Thursday night 9- 


‘ 







Tiff with AFRA 
Atlanta, April 19. 

WSB, NBC outlet here owned by 

the Atlanta Journal, last week re. 

ceived orders from National Labor 


Relations Board to “bargain collec- 


1. Approval by the Commission | ;; 7 and , - 
, ; =. tively” with AFL’s American Fed- 
of transfer of Thackrey stations to | eration of Radio Artists. 


Warners. ; ; 
2. Acquisitions of control of) Ruling of full board constituted 


: 1 of an earlier re 
KMTR Radio Corp. by WB. os com- 
3. Divestment of the television jmensation Sy 2 ries . Examiner 


Pee gae: ~: : : | James R. Hemingway that tl} 
assets from KMTR Radio Corp. : . . . 1€ 
and transfer of those assets and as- radio station had engaged in cer- 


7 oa é tain unfair labor practices, but 
signment of KLAC-TV to Warners. | «).. a 
WB told the Commission it| [#4 not refused to bargain” in 


planned to commence publication gay grt = catia eee 
= ae ra — ae agg of unfair labor practices in ead 
eg gg “ AVOGO sean tioning employes concerning their 
q pn Mong procedure, | choice of a bargaining representa- 
and requested the Commission to tive and asserted “that the las -* 
start similar advertisement in the the series of interrogati “4 _ = 
Federal Register. It said that time | yith it an implied eg sage 
is the important consideration in | yay for wt teagan throm gn - anageadis 
the case since its agreement to sell Examiner Hemingway had ruled 
por waliiek s a r The | such an interrogation was an effort 
The Thack P he leo i to determine whether the union 
e filackrey package also IN- | represented a majority of em- 
cludes the San Francisco station 


loyes. 
KYA held under the licensee name | a : “ . 
of Palo Alto Radio Station, Ince. | wae yee cepenen te “cease and 


oe - . desist” from questioning employ 
ge mgg _ Pap this station, | regarding union status aad “threat. 
it is understood, and may take | ening its employes with reduction 
steps to expand it. The outlet op-| in salaries or loss of pay if they 
— of 5kw to local sunset | choose Atlanta local, AFRA, or any 
one kw at night. other labor organization as their 


WB-TV 


Continued from page 23 


agreement March 17, 1949, for the 
sale to KLAC, of all the stock of 
KMTR Radio Corp. (the Thackrey 
L. A. radio interests). The agree- 
ment was subject to FCC approval 
and to the following additional 
conditions: 











collective bargaining agent.” 





Meanwhile, AFRA’s strike 
Trade Evaluates] 2¢ne3' yt W. wore 018 


owned by J. W. Woodruff, Sr., of 





‘9:30 time, it now develops that the 
rangements, Gray can go as high 9:30-10 o’clock Sealtest (Dorothy 





| Columbus, Ga., is nearing its 16th 
| week. Station, virtually stripped 
cards the ‘made-to-order’ program | of commercial programs, continues 
technique and starts creating on tO operate with non-union an- 
its own, the better off it will be.” nouncers and engineers. 


The new Dean Martin-Jerry | 


Lewis projection is an obvious ‘Corny’ Jackson’s Radio 


“sight” show that shapes up more | 


promisingly on TV, it’s felt; the re- | Role in US. Bond Drive 


creation of the “new” Henry Mor- | Washington, April 19 


gan is strictly an up-and-down! Cornell Jackson, J. Walter 
always Thompson veepee and manager of 
come off (Morgan has already can- | its Hollywood office, has been 
celled himself off his new video |4med special radio consultant to 
program); the decision to solve for the U. S. Savings Bond advertis- 
the interim the “Sunday at 7” | /"8 division. ; 
problem by installing a Dick Powell|, J@¢ckson came into Washington 
whodunit in a show that approxi-|!4St Thursday (14) for a confer- 
mates one that had previously done | ©"¢e with Vernon L. Clark, na- 
summer replacement duty—these | tional director of the Savings Bond 
are cited to support the contention | Division; Leon J. Markham, direc- 
that NBC is still groping, without | t0 Of sales; and Elihu E. Harris, 
any concrete plan. | roe or of , wag oo ugrone ‘ Rice 
, | worked on plans for coordinating 
shiseeahiatiineadh phy ae | meng nee ah . Sider ¢ 
the most enviable facilities in the eaticiorite g oly May 15 Po 
industry, is moving on a variety of | kick off the drive. President 
fronts to re-entrench itself pro-| Truman will speak and _ stage, 
gramwise and solidify its billings | screen and radio stars are to take 
picture. Now that it’s established part. 
that — Dyke, administrative vee- | 
pee in charge of programs, is bow- | Chicago. — WMAQ 
ge +! oe ee — | station breaks for Keeley Brewing 
prominent role ni the program | lee gy Brn ht a Scott 
structure, with possibility that he agency. 








ame Continued from page 21 








announces 











“A disarmingly entertaining show. 
Well worth your ear.” 
POST, 
Houston, Texas. 


On the heels of the disclosure 
that Kraft is cancelling out on Al 





Lamour) half-hour is also shaky. 
Maxwell House has already served 
notice of dropping Burns & Allen 
in the 8:30 period (with B & A 
moving to CBS)—all of which adds 
up to a serious Thursday poser for 
NBC, 


For Ivory Flakes 
CBS, Mon. thru Fri. 
2:45-3 P.M. 


With JOHN K. M. McCAFFERY 
} Written and Directed by 
<4 ADDISON SMITH 


St. Louis—The 500th consecutive | 
weekly broadcast of a 15 mins. 
traffic education program was 
aired by KXOK, the Star-Times 
station, Saturday (16). Lt. Roland 
J. Schumacher, of the St. Louis 
Police Dept.. has conducted the 
program “So It Can’t Happen to 
You” since the inaugural Sept. 16, 
1939, with but a few instances 
when prevented by illness, ete. 


SALE OR LEASE 


Modern Industrial Plant (50,000 Sq. Feet) 


in the Heart of New York City Ideally Suitable for 


TELEVISION and MOTION PICTURES PURPOSES 


Incl. Air-Conditioned, Well Furnished Executive and General Offices and 
Confer. Room; Principals Only 











———- 








BIG THINGS CAN COME IN 
SMALL ADS—LIKE: "IN THE SAN 
FRANCISCO BAY AREA— THE 
BEST AIR SALESMAN IS 


GLEN KING.” 























Box H-159, Variety, 154 W. 46th St.. New York 19 
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eens 


vention might just as well have 
ended Sunday night with the ter- 
mination of the “bread and but- 
ter” conclave of the independents. 
(The official management meet- 
ings actually didn’t start until the 
following day.) 

They were critical of the fact 
that the NAB convention lacked 
proper organization; 
weren't for the demands of a few 
realistic broadcasters not a single 
resolution would have been passed. 
Many were sore over the conduct 
of delegates when the time came 
for official convention business and 
presentation of resolutions, includ- 
ing the No. 1 matter on the indus- 
try agenda—a provision to allocate 
40% of the NAB’s annual gross to 
sales-promote radio in its fight for 
survival. At that point there was 
a wholesale exodus from the meet- 
ing room, including NAB prexy 
Justin Miller’s surrounding organi- 
gation talent, leaving Miller to 
carry the ball alone. 

They were sore over the over- 
all agenda slotting, showcasing un- 
important sessions in “cream” con- 
vention time segments, and leav- 
ing such paramount issues as tele- 
vision to post-banquet time, when 
spirits had lagged and broadcast- 
ers were checking out. 

Cited as a typical example was 
the panel on industry public rela- 
tions, allocated to the entire Mon- 
day morning stretch, generally ac- 
knowledged as the most important 
hours of the conclave in which to 
establish the motif and provoke 
the desired stimulation of the dele- 
gates. But it was acknowledged to 
be one of the dullest meetings on 
NAB record, one panel participant 
even admitting he was reprising 
a speech he gave two years ago. 

FCC chairman Wayne Coy’s 
Monday luncheon talk to the con- 
vention, in which he accented the 
video storm signals and cautioned 
the broadcasters that they had bet- 
ter “go TV—or else,” had a dis- 
turbing effect on the NAB organi- 
zational staff. Many saw in this 
reaction to Coy’s TV upbeat talk 
vs. AM’s tobogganing the “emer- 











The Texas Rangers, 


America’s greatest western 
act, for many years stars of 
radio, screen and _ stage, 
now are starring in their 
own television show on 
CBS-Los Angeles Times 
station KTTV each Mon- 
day evening. They star, 
too, on the CBS coast-to- 
coast network each Satur- 
day afternoon, 4-4:30 EST. 


The Texas Rangers tran- 
scriptions, used on scores 
of stations from coast to 
coast, have achieved Hoop- 


eratings as high as 27.4. 


Advertisers and stations 
—we have a new and even 
better sales plan! Ask 
about it! 


7 
ARTHUR B. CHURCH 
Productions 








that if it, 


| advertisers 


| bill. 








NAB's ‘Playback On Red Tape’ | 


casters flatly asserted that the con- 








gency” rewrite of U. S. Attorney 
General Tom Clark's address. 
For, instead of his originally 


prepared talk which was of little | 


consequence to the broadcasters 
as such, Clark finally emerged 
with a script calculated to take the 


| Sting out of the Coy remarks. It 


was strictly out of the radio’s-here- 
to-stay school of philosophy, and 
many were w ondering whether the 
“rewrite” job wasn't at -the insti- 
gation of the © “save-radio-at- -any- 
cost”” elements within the NAB. 
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resulted 
Dorey’s 


more music on records 


likewise in cutting Ray 


show 15 minutes and putting it on 
evenings with a reduced Rakov 
orch. Also out is the Gene Jones | 
trio Pruning of all unsponsored | 
live talent shows follows through 
for video, also, with two or three | 


scheduled video 
dropped. Aside from 
cuts, schedule changes and a gen- 
eral trend to disk shows, WBZ, like 
all the others, is pruning all 
around, even to office management 
and realigning of offices. 
TV the Villain 
That video remains the villain 
in all this is generally admitted in 
all Hub radio circles. Spring buy- 
ing season has upped the sale of 
video with the baseball season un 


currently 
set to be 


der way as of this week a terrific 
boost. Nearly 70,000 sets are in- 
stalled in the Hub area and dis- 
tribs and retailers figure on the 
continued installation of video 
around the Hub to average be- 


tween 15 and 20,000 sets a month. 

Yet with video’s proved sales ca- 
pacity, its proved audience, its-con- 
stant improvement _ technically, 
and the increasingly competent 
shows billed, the advertisers re- 
main appalled at the cost, and at 
the problems. In the meantime 
they’re more and more reluctant 
to sign on for live talent shows 
on AM, and sales resistance all 
along the line is fierce. Thus the 
big net outlets look to the indies 
in envy, and hope somehow to du- 
plicate their formulas, but still 
hold on to their nets. Still, all the 
indies aren’t cleaning up, either. 
WHDH is doing well, but having 
its troubles getting new billings, 
too. WBMS, the Hub’s classical 
musie station, is in the paradoxical 
situation of having a very large 
and well-heeled audience; an ex- 
ceptionally strong Hooper, in 
short, for a specialized indie, but 
just won't go for it. 
Typical remark to a time salesman 
is “It’s the only station my wife 
and I listen to, and all our friends 
listen to it, too, but who else 
does?” 

So far as sports are concerned, 
the Hub’s video is plenty strong. 


WBZ and WNAC share the tele-: 


vising of Boston games, with a 
parlay 
Fights and sporting events 
are strongly sponsored, too. But 
the Hub is making little progress 
in locally produced shows—and 


shows | 


of accounts handling the | 


the current trend is to cut them | 


down. 





Radio Honors Mitropoulos 


Minneapolis, April 19. 

Broadeast honoring Minneapolis 
Symphony orchestra Sunday (17) 
got together some _ impressive 
talent, including Dimitri Mitro- 
poulos, Claudio Arrau, Robert 
Shaw, Eugene Ormandy and Antal 
Dorati. 

Show was aired over WCCO, 
with Ed Viehman as_ narrator. 
Mitropoulos, conductor of orches- 
tra for 12 years, is leaving to be- 
come conductor of New York Phil- 
harmonic Symphony and will be 
replaced by Dorati, formerly with 
Dallas symphony. 

Program traced orchestra’s de- 
velopment from 1903 to promi- 
nence under Mitropoulos. 


Admiral’s Coin Upbeat 


Chicago, April 19. 
Both sales and net earnings of 
Admiral Corp. set new _ record 
highs for the first quarter period. 
Admiral prexy Ross Siragusa said 
that the three-month period ended 
March 31 produced a net income 





of $1,536,217, equivalent of $1.54 


per common share. 
Net income for the same period 
in 1948 was $530,410, or 53 cents 


bees b enews coucenuect Seon 


| 





Storz Brewery Buying 
Omaha Daily’s KOWH 


Omaha, April 19. 


KOWH and KOAD-FM will soon 
change ownership. The Omaha 
World-Herald, owner, has entered 
into an agreement to sell these 
stations to Robert H. Storz and 
Todd Storz, of the Storz Brewing 
Co. Deal is subject to action of 
the FCC. Application has been 
filed for permission to transfer. 

KOWH was formerly WAAW, 
and was operated by the Omaha 
Grain Exchange. Its chief handi- 
cap was that it was only a daylight 











Bucks For Biz 





< Continued from page 20 





and asked for an expansion of ef- 
forts, such as Broadcast Measure- 
ment Bureau, along this line. 

Television panel Wed. finished 
the general sessions. Stanley Hub- 
bard, KSTP and KSTP-TV, St. 
Paul, Minn., sparked the panel by 
declaring that TV ‘won't take a 
dime’s worth of business from AM 
broadcasting.” Hubbard said that 
the solid radio broadcaster, with 
established market and 
will never be affected by tele op- 
erations. 


service, | 








NAB personnel director Richard 
Doherty revealed that his survey 
of networks and 41 independents 
showed an average weekly net- 
work payroll of $30,000, while in- 
die stations paid out $4,250 week- 
ly. Personnel comparison was 47 
fulltime and 21 part-time persons 
for average indie, while nets aver- 
aged 324 persons. 





Sioux City—Bob Martin has been 
appointed sports director of KCOM 
here. 
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RCA Shakeup Simmers Down To  [f 
One Replacement; Deny Murray Out 


| 
} 
| 
| 
| 





“Shakeup” in RCA-Victor Rec-+ 


ords dept. has simmered down to) 
one replacement, according to’ 
firm’s execs in Camden. Dave 
Finn, former field sales manager, 
has replaced Dick Fiebling, who 
resigned last week. 

Announcement came on _ heels 
of reported resignation of Jim 
Murray, RCA-Victor veepee in 
charge of the record division. 
However. RCA spokesmen denied 
any such move. Murray, it is 
claimed, is currently touring 
Europe in an effort to survey the | 
Continent as a market for its 45 
rpm disks and scout new talent. 

RCA, however, admitted that the 
artists and repertory committee 
was no longer functioning as a 
body. Walter Heebner, a & r head 
on the Coast, is regarded as being 
in line to take over that post. Last 
a & r head at Victor was Eli Ober- , 
stein, who resigned some time ago ! 
and is now producing the Varsity 
label. Another mentioned as a & r 
head is maestro Tommy Dorsey, 
but it’s unlikely that he’ll step into 
that post. 

Jack Hallstrom, who headed the 
a & r committee, has just returned 
from a vacation in Nassau. Whether 
he’ll remain in the a & r dept. isn’t 
settled yet. 


JO STAFFORD PACTS | 
NEW 3-YEAR CAP DEAL 


Hollywood, April 19. 

Jo Stafford signed a new three- 
year contract with Capitol Records, 
replacing old deal, which still had | 
a year to go. New pact is at upped 
royalty deal. 

Her first release will be bop 
versions, her first such, of “Jolly | 
Jo,” a Dave Lambert original writ- | 
ten for her, and “Smiles.” Paul 





Weston’s orch will back. | 
{ 





Trumpeter Tagged 
San Antonio, April 19. 

Anderson Martin, of St. Louis, 
trumpet player and bandleader, 
was arraigned here, charged with 
illegal possession of marijuana. 
Bond was set at $2,000. 

Martin stated he had come here 
for a vacation. 


Jocks, Jukes, Disks 


Because of the death of his 
father, Bernie Woods’ “Jocks, 
Jukes and Disks” reviews do 
not appear this week. 











| Beneke. 
, changed t» read Tex Beneke with! 


| dropped the string section he used 
|in the band since 


Beneke Band To | 





Use Miller Style ary nane 
Tex Beneke’s orchestra is chang- | Guesting 


: i ies ee ae e “Personal Autograph,” ABC 
ing its style to conform with the Tirade, Rael 


Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week ending April 14) 
London, April 15. 
12th Street Rag......Chappell 


Roosevelt Grill’s 


= 
Faraway Places......-.Leeds 0th Anni H 
In a Shady Nook..... Keith-P oop a 
Cuckoo Waltz........ Keith-P 


Heart of Loch Lomond... Unit 
Powder Your Face. Chappell 
ap BY | ee Strauss-M 
Slow Boat to China....Morris 
When You're in Love...Wood 
Buttons and Bows.... Victoria 
Sheet ees ee oe x rac Feldman 
Put ’Em in a Box... . Connelly 


Second 12 


For Lombardo 


Roosevelt hotel, New York, and 
+ Music Corp. of America, Guy Lom- 
| bardo’s bookers, are planning ap- 
| propriate ceremonies to mark the 
_bandleader’s opening at the hos- 





ag opel teense << oa | telry’s Grill next Sept. 26 for the 
Mothers Day............ Reid | ae canoe: emt will begin 
Lavender Blue..... ee the band’s 20th consecutive year 
Buy Killarney ....P. Maurice in the room. And that’s a clear- 
Ec ccekaneke .Southern cut all-time record in the name 
PS eer ...Yale | band business for a combination of 
om ee see Cinephonic the b.o. calibre of Lombardo’s. 

Strawberry Moon --. Yale Lombardo last week signed a 
Put Shoes On Lucy..... Gay new three-year deal with the 
Cool Water. . i c.cs oc. Feldman Roosevelt, to begin, of course, with 
BamGewer 2... scvcws. Victoria the new season. His prior three- 





year contract had run out. New 





musical groove that made Glenn Lorry sings her latest record re- 
Miller’s prewar orchestra the hot-| leases, “Can't Sleep,” and “It's Too 
test b.o. band in the country. Be- rim Gayle, J 

neke’s current combo is the one 


Late Now” by 


Personal 


‘ s 
| ret LONGON WiUSIC 
Coots and Matt Furin (Bourne) on 


agreement is no different than the 
old. It calls for the band to draw 
25% of the room’s revenue from 
the first dollar, an arrangement 


ABC's coast-to-coast 
that Miller led in the U. S. Army, Autograph” from Chicago. that no other name band probably 
Air Force while the war was on, Lorry, first to record It’s Too 0 0e ant has ever been able to achieve, at 
and had Miller come back from, /-@te, Now. a espe ong be ie least in a room such as the Roose- 
service (he disappeared in a flight °y" 0" 2 bie tts ee ae Grill. 
over the English Channel) he TIM GAYLE 'don Music, a Broadcast Music'. Under that 25% cut plan, Lom- 


would have been at its helm. For Hotel Sheraton, Detroit 
a while, as a matter of fact, the’ mam 


group was known as Glenn Mil- 


ler's orchestra, conducted by Tex| Herman $ Record $3,900 
For Cincy One-Niter 











{Glenn Miller’s orchestra. Finally, 
Miller’s name was dropped. Cincinnati, April 19. 
Several months ago Beneke| Woody Herman walked away 


with the marbles on his one-niter 
t Castle Farm Saturday night (16) 
hen his ~orch broke alb existing | 


it got out of!4 


service in a body. Now he intends, W ; 2 250 
to revive Miller’s original style, a| records. Top at this spot was 2,200 | 


course that’s easy since Mrs. Helen| paid admissions, held by Guy Lom- | 
Miller, the late leader’s widow,| bardo, but Herman drew 2,600 at 


owns an interest in Beneke’s com-| $1.50 a head. ; | 
bo and she has Miller’s original| Band is set for the Capitol thea- | 
library. This will be put to work! tre, Washington, week of April 21, | 
immediately and all subsequent ar-| to be followed by a week at the 
rangements will be patterned along Apollo, N. Y. After that they con- 
those same lines. Don Haynes, Mil-, tinue on one-niters, coming back to 
ler’s prewar manager, still man-| Cincy for June 4 date at Chase | 
the band and also has an College. Then west for four weeks | 


ages : 
| interest. at Balboa Beach. After that, con- | 
Beneke may come into a New| Cet in the northwest for six weeks. 





York location in June for the first 

time. There's a possibility the} Roy Brodsky and Sid Tepper, 
combo will go into the Astor Roof writers of “Red Roses for a Blue 
following Carmen Cavallaro, who. Lady,” inked a recording deal 
opens its season May 16 for a six-| with Dance-Tone Records of Bos- 
week run. ' ton. 











sean t|0 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


Week of April 16. 





| 
| 
| 


> Russ Morgan......+.....-.Decca 
z 1, CRUISING DOWN THE RIVER (10) (Spitzer) eee eee eeeeeeee i Blue Barron ai dia aioe .M-G-M 
z {Bing Crosby.............Decca 4} 
rs » 2 FAR AWAY PLACES (12) (Laurel) 666066606460 0608 eeeeeereeeene Perry gE } 
e a | 
7 f Mills Bros.........--....Decca ¢ | 
} 3. I LOVE YOU SO MUCH IT HURTS (7) (Melody Lane)....--) Buddy Clark..........Columbia ¢ | 
. M os awederks Cee 
$ 4. RED ROSES FOR BLUE LADY (9) (Mills)...........-+++++LGuy Lombardo..cvires-. Deced | 
_— 
Vera Lynn..... veveover > Lana 
ee Te RT rr ig om eam oe T 
+ 
i  evdbielebecs Coe 
SG ARIAT BAN GD Geek, 5.65... 55.00000-. cnnessnetion ey emai ee 
oa “se eee eeees 
* i e@eeeere- 
f 1. POWDER FACE WITH SUNSHINE (12) (Lombardo).........} Bine Barron Pree 
po _*ee © @@@eeeeeae 
> Evelyn Knight...........Decca 
; 8. LITTLE BIRD TOLD ME (22) (Bourne).............. eek ee 5 {Peale Watson. ....+.. Supreme 
vey . _ . § Les Brown.......+....Columbia 
¢ 9% I'VE GOT MY LOVE TO KEEP ME WARM (16) (Berlin).....) mills Bros ......----... Decca 
» 4 ; Dinah Shore..........Columbia 
z 10. LAVENDER BLUE (11) (Santly-Joy)...............0008 eons fal Kaye....sssee... Victor 
~ 
+ 4 | 
f Coming Up | 
. Russ Morgan.............Decca @ | 
z SUNFLOWER (Famous) i OMT ORT TF | Sinatra.........Columbia 
7 { Bing Crosby ........... Decca f | 
D4 SO IN LOVE (T. B. Harms) + sdhadachaliadh shalt: ainda inhi: | Shore Neayple th So Columbia 
+ § Gracie Fields....... ....London 
z FOREVER AND EVER (Robbins) eee eeeereeoeeeeeeeeeereeeereeeeeer | Margaret Whiting.......Capitol 
+ a { Russ Mergan. Vivien VIS 2 | 
z S50 TIRED (Glenmore) is +00 (OP SORSOESCET ETERS HD FOF 8 06008900 +) Tie Starr A, omni pecs 6s 
BS Ne NE RII shies hin nec 00: 5000000000. lee ee ee Centaek 
»¢ 4V2T OC AUITHGE ~c.ceseeeeeees 
I CLANCY LOWERED THE BOOM (Kenmor) .............eeeee0. sein Mg: i LE Oa Coral 
z ennis Day...... See See Victor 
$ YOU BROKE YOUR PROMISE (Pic) .. i ie salad — sen et tesss gy tee 
- y Starr ....... eonee 
z LOVE ME, LOVE ME, LOVE ME (Miller) ...... Coes 60.0ceencscee ew EOUIIEl 6s 66k Mercury 
ft DON’T LIE TO ME (Leeds) . ory phys. 1 KGa ae 404 0640.8 000 eT BRONCOS. . cue iwe< . Victor 
: YOU, YOU, YOU ARE THE ONE (Campbell) .......... Pe. 5 ee ; . Coral 
z TRUE TO YOU IN MY FASHION (T. B. Harms)..... Koc bbACe eRe RIE IEE... os cabal: Columbia 
~ 1 DON’T SEE ME (Laurel) ....... ER OPE oe an ear alae Decca 
z eTTg Como...... “Serene Victor 
3 SOMEONE LIKE YOU (Harms) ..... bse sua honbeniess tt ae? te +++. Capitol 
> (Doris Day se eeees- Columbia 
> ; off ‘ 
~ NO ORCHIDS FOR MY LADY (Leeds) .............cecceeeeeee. J Billy, Eckstine.........5. M-G-M 
4 Sie Me. . ik ésdb60000<8 Decca 
J BEAUTIFUL EYES (Duchess) ...... 21... cc ces ee ee eeeeeees oe eer eee M-G-M 
I RP Te ee Ms CEUITODD ., .... cc cccrccebccsecccocccee Ts a: Victor 
D4 [Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10.1 
» MA AAAAAAAAAAARAAAAAADAAAARAARAARAARRRARARAR RE CUT T CTC T TTT T TTT C ee eeeeeee 


affiliate, gave the firm, lock, stack 
and _ barrel, 
week. 


bardo took out the biggest coin he 
ever drew from the Roosevelt dur- 
ing the past season. He broke 
single night and full week records 
of his own, twice. One week, the 
spot’s gross soared to over $26,000 
and the band earned over $6,500 
as its end. Lombardo consistently 
draws over $5,000 weekly at the 
Roosevelt. 

Shindig to mark his September 
opening may be split into two 
parts, one a private affair only for 


to Joe Santly last 
Santly has been operating 
the firm for the leader and his 
brothers since it was put into op- 
eration a couple of years ago, and 
when the Lombardos wanted to 
withdraw from the operation they 
simply assigned all the stock to 
Santly. 

Lombardos got out of Lon- | 
don Music, but will retain Lom- 
bardo Music Co., a second pub- 


lishing firm they operate in part- music publishers, band business 
nership with Bregman, Vocco,  pecple, etc., and the second open 
Conn. This outfit is affilated to the public. 

with the American Society of 





Composers, Authors and Publish- , 
ers, and since the brothers wanted 
only one publishing outlet they 
chose the ASCAP firm. 


Lawrence Welk orch, currently 
at the Hotel Roosevelt, N. Y., grill, 
,does a 15-minute short for 20th- 
| Fox next week. 


Songs With Largest Radio Audience 


The top 30 songs of the week (more in case of ties), based on 
the copyrighted Audience Coverage Index Survey of Popular Mu- 
sic Broadcast over Radio Networks. Published by the Office of 
Research, Inc., Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. ; 


Survey Week of April 8-14, 1949 








A Chapter In My Life Called Mary............... Shapiro-B 
A Wonderful Guy—*“South Pacific” ............. Chappell 
Beyond the Purple Hills ............ were ++es.- Goldmine 
Se I os 65 4 9 bc b Weed ed eudbenna nba rer Hil & Range 
Careless Hands .........+ iP40.56005 40000 Ed S -.+++ Melrose 
Cruising Down the River. ..cccccsccoscccccccececs Spitzer 
Don’t Cry, Cry Baby ..... FON bh KE 2046 488s .+.» Santly-Joy 
es be a Me OEE > er ee +++ Lombardo 
Far Away Places........ Teevyay. CCC eeeer .+.-. Laurel 
Forever and Ever ....... eee ee eT eee ... Robbins 
Have a Little Sympathy ..... 6600004 sb¥ Dawe een ee or 
i) A: A a ee i cies »ee-. Dreyer 
I Didn't Know the Gun Was Loaded....... osteee see 
I Don’t See Me In Your Eyes Anymore............ Laurel 
If I Could Be With You—i“Flamingo Road”....... Remick 
If You Stub Toe on Moon—*“Connecticut Yankee”. Morris 
It’s a Big Wide Wonderful World............... -- BMI , 
I've Got My Love To Keep Me Warm...... oeeeees. Berlin 
Johnny Get Your Girl .......... eee eee +eeee. BOUrNE 
Love Me, Love Me, Love Me...............se- .... Miller 
No Orchids For My Lady ...................0e .. Leeds 
Once and For Always—*“Connecticut Yankee”..., . Burke-VH 
Powder Your Face With Sunshine.............. ... Lombardo 
Red Roses For a Blue Lady................00. ¢00+ MANS 
So In Love—*"Kiss Me, Kate”.............00. -.. -T. B. Harms 
So Tired ses eeec been es aoe Cad is es ...-..Glenmore 
Someone Like You—*“‘My Dream Is Yours”........ Harms 
EET Pere Tee Seen cocess RAMOUS 
Underneath the Linden Tree................... ... La Salle 
While the Angelus Was Ringing................. .. Harris 
21 songs of the week (more in case of ties), based on the copy- 
righted Audience Coverage Index Survey of Popular Music Broad- 
cast over Radio Networks. Published by the Office of Research, 
Inc., Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. 
A Bluebird Singing In M Speer e 
A Million Miles Away bes ea Aees bal Pebaeee eet ee 0 ee F 
“A"”—You’re Adorable .......... tineeeikbas .... Laurel 
MAI] Right Louie Drop the Gun................ ....Feist 
Bali Ha'i—*“South Pacific” of ae ROR . se. Chappell 
mallin’ the Jack .. oo... ccccces a rare ry Marks 
Cabaret Dimahd bankeg ede eeneels ve, crerre A ‘y : Duchess 7 
Down By the Station...................206- ...... Amer. Acad, 
Dreamer With a Penny—*“All For Love”.......... Simon 
peed. EEE TET Cr ae Dr ee ooo Feist 
I Got a Gal In Galveston..................... .... Republic 
I Got Lucky In the Rain—*As the Girls Go”...... Fox 
I'll oo FO BE er eae ee .... Witmark 
I'm Beginning To Miss You...............e00 ... Berlin 
8 5 ”  —Aeeerie ae Bent ...ee-. Advanced 
My Dream Is Yours—‘“My Dream Is Yours”..... ,. Witmark 
Some Enchanted Evening—*“South Pacific” ....... Chappell 
Streets Of Laredo—?“Streets Of Laredo”....... .. -Famous 
ED os on ccdcare weeccne Sebsess vines .....Herbert Mus. 
Tulsa—*“Tulsa” ...... rentegeses rere er eis _ Advanced 
When You're In Love OE Pee ey re .....Crawford 
Po Ne ea pbeenec 2. ccccccccs Cayman 





} Film musical. * Legit musical. 
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Artie Shaw's Bop City Hop a Flop; 


0c for Symph of 40 in a Jive Joint 





Longhair music is taking its¢- 


reatest beating since Hector Ber- 
ee was a pup, at Bop City, Broad- 
way’s newest nitery, located on the 
site of the folded Harem. At the 


cafe’s preem last Thusday night} 
(14), socked by a musical medley | 


of be-bop and Bach, the classics 
went down for the full count. 

The weirdest setting on 
Broadway nitery belt was furnished 
by Ralph Watkins, Bop City’s op- 
erator, who moved over with a the- 
atre-cafe policy innovated at his 
adjacent Royal Roost. Like the 


latter spot, Bop City, in addition | 
to a standard food and liquor serv- | 


ice policy, has opened a bleacher 
section at a 90c admission charge, 


with refreshments optional at near- | 


by bars serving both banana splits 
or short beers. The shirt-sleeved 
adolescents in Bop City’s left field, 
lured by the nitery’s titular prom- 
ise of jazz in the modern vein, 
were stunned, if not bored, by 
what they heard. 

Artie Shaw, leading a 40-piece 
symphony orchestra, administered 
the longhair shellacking. After 


Leonard Feather, asking the cus- 
tomers to give the “experiment” a 
fair shake, Shaw launched his 
heavy stuff against an obbligato of 
clattering dishes and chattering 
customers that wasn’t written into 
the original compositions. 


Samson Longhair Delilahed 


Shaw didn’t bother to start his 
nitery musical appreciation course 
on an elementary level. Bypassing 
the more familiar numbers by 
Liszt, Chopin and ‘Tschaikowsky, 
Shaw plunged into an esoteric and 
rarified repertory of pieces com- 
posed by Finzi, Milhaud, Van Eps, 
Kabalevsky, Tansman, Berezowsky 
and Walton. Scattered among the 
trityches for string orchestras, a 
couple of concessions to the lower 
brows were made with numbers by 
Ravel and Debussy. But, as one 
confused be-bop fan phrased it, 
“That music is clean, it’s legiti- 
mate, so what’s it doing here?” 

Decked out in conventional for- 
mal dress, the 40-piece orch was 
impressive—visually. But 
ally, they couldn’t generate enough 
volume, not to speak of excitement, 
to match a three-piece rhythm out- 
fit. And what the music lacked in 
the way of dynamics, Shaw didn’t 
make up by his batoning. His tos- 


(Continued on page 43) 


Cugat Nixed By 
Argentine Union 


Bueos Aires, April 9. 

Opposition from the Argentine 
Musicians Union (SADEMA) has 
kayoed a deal whereby Xavier Cu- 
gat was to have made a three-day 
stand here at the Luna Park sta- 
dium. But despite the non-coop- 
eration of the local tooters, the 





bandleader still hopes to give at’ 
least one benefit concert in Buenos | 


Aires following a series of appear- 
ances in Santiago, Chile. 

In contrast to Cugat’s optimistic 
tone, local observers doubt wheth- 
er SADEMA will relax in face of 
any blandishments. For it’s felt 
that not even a benefit perform- 
ance for the union’s own mutual 
fund, or whatever charity he may 
designate, will give the maestro 
an Argentine green light. 


SADEMA’s attitude stems from | 


the alleged resistance by the 
American Federation of Musicians 
against efforts of Argentine baton- 
ers or accompanists to perform 
in the U. S. Until reciprocal work- 
ing conditions have been estab- 
lished, SADEMA contends that no 
American musicians should even 
be allowed to enter this country. 
As a result of Cugat’s difficulties 
the chances are very dim _ that 
U. S. acts will see their way clear 
to accepting contracts in Argen- 
tina. Aside from the impossibility 
of transferring their earnings to 
the U. S. when leaving the coun- 
try, American talent and other for- 
elgners are now up against tougher 
controls regulating their individual 
movements. Newcomers must re- 
Port to the police within 72 hours 
of their arrival, and those seeking 
lodging and employment are re- 
quired to carry identity cards. 


the | 


Between Yanks, 


an apologetic intro by jazz critic | 


Mex on Royalties 


music- | 


| pirated 
| Bella,” published, distributed and 
_recorded by the defendants. 


| Manning, 


Oh, Beans ! | 


Detroit, April 19. 
Is there any limit to the oc- | 


cupational hazards of musi- 
cians? 
Frank Gagen, local band- | 


leader, complained to a local 
medico that he sneezed every- 
time he played a rhumba. The 
Doc found Gagen was allergic 
to beans. 

“What instrument do you 
play in the rhumba?”’ asked 
Dr. Sage. “The guitar,” Gagen 
replied, ‘“‘but I also shake the 
maracas to get that rhumba 
rhythm.” 

The doctor found beans in 
the maracas. 


Seeks to Set Deal 








Agustin Lara, Mexican composer, 


who arrived in New York last 
week, is trying to set up a recip- 
rocal arrangement between the 


American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers and the 
Society of Mexican Authors, Com- 
posers and Publishers. 

Lara feels that due to the lack 
of such an arrangement not only 
are Mexican songwriters losing out 
on royalties when their tunes are 
played in the U. S. but that Amer- 
ican tunesmiths are also forfeiting 
royalty payments on their numbers 
played in Mexico. 

Lara is currently appearing at 
the Puerto Rico theatre, Bronx, 
N. Y., and returns to Mexico at the 
end of this week. 


Name Sinatra, 5 Others 
In Infringement Action 


Sinatra Songs and five other cor- 
porations and individuals were 
named defendants in an infringe- 
ment action brought against them 
in N. Y. federal court last week by 
Onofrio Di Bella, head of a music 
publishing company bearing his 
name. Plaintiff claims his firm’s 
song, “Tra Veglio e Sonno,” was 
in the number “Donna 





Hit by the action, aside from 
Sinatra, are Buddy Kaye, 
Ben Lessy, 
Records and Loew’s, Inc. 
Records). “Sonno,” 
the complaint, was written by Lou 
Canora and Pete Forte. 


(MGM 


were assigned to Di Bella. 
junction and an accounting of the 
profits are sought. 





BVC Publishing Tunes 
From Ringling Circus 
New tunes from the current edi- 
tion of the Ringling Bros., Barnum 
& Bailey circus now at Madison 
Square Garden, N. Y., will be pub- 
lished by Bregman, Vocco & Conn. 
Musie was written by Henry Sul- 
livan, lyrics by John Murray An- 
derson, who also staged the show. 
Songs will be compiled in a 
folio, which will also include 
scenes from the circus. 


Pittsburgh Bopped 


Pittsburgh, April 19. 

Bop’s finally coming to Pitts- 
burgh after just occasional 
snatches of it from outside sources. 
Carnival Lounge has _ instituted 
weekly series of Tuesday night bop 
concerts with a small combo made 
up of well-known local musicians. 

Group includes Skippy Strahl, 
drummer who was with Benny 
Goodman for a while; Jerry Ka- 
minsky, pianist just back from a 
tour with Buddy Rich; Frankie Le- | 





Mark. ex-Harry Cool tenor sax- 
man: Cliff Hills, bass, and Joe 
Negri, guitarist formerly with. 


Shep Fields and lately playing lo- | 
cally in cocktail units. Quintet. 
for time being will play: Carnival | 
only on Tuesdays, alternating on | 
that night with lounge’s regular. 
group, the Deuces Wild. 


| Symphony Orchestra Assn. 


I 


| season, which gets under way 
Oct. 6. | 
Association has 388 new sub- 


; sound.” 


| brand 


Dick | 
Columbia | 


according to’ 
In 1941 | 


the song's copyright renewal rights | 
An in-| 


Chi Symph After 1556 


Chicago, April 19. 

Fund raising drive of Chicago 
oe 

launched Monday (11) at Palmer | 
House luncheon, by Edward L. | 
Ryerson, prexy of association. | 
Amount being sought is $155,000, | 
the anticipated deficit for 1949-50 


scribers and many business organi- 
zations are pledging financial sup- 
port. Ryerson said the committee | 
in charge of choosing a perman- | 
nent conductor is “industriously at | 
work.” 


WHEN CINCY BOOKS ’EM. 
BANDS STAY BOOKED 


By BUD EBEL 
Cincinnati, April 19. 
Deke Moffitt. who has the band 
at the Beverly Hills Country Club, 
Newport, Ky., calls his music “new 
However, it is not new, | 
nor is it bop, Dixie, or any other | 
than the conservative Cin-| 
type of music. Should it} 








cinnati 


| be anything else it would not jell | 


in this area. 

The band is smooth, but unlike 
any other band it has two drum- 
mers. It is possibly the first time 
that any Cincy band has used this 
idea which, iu this spot, is a good 
one. The reason for the two drum- 
mers is that their floor shows de- 
mand it, especially the arrange-, 
ments for the line of girls. 

Besides having the contract on 
this job, Moffitt also has the Albee | 
theatre contract, whieh makes 
him not only the top leader but | 
the top money leader. 

Lookout House, another over- 
the-river nitery, has Bob Snyder’s 
band. This group started on a 
four-week contract four years ago, 
and have been here since. Like 
the Moffitt band, Snyder keeps his | 
music understandable. 

Clyde Trask, who in recent years 
has been house band at Moonlight | 
Gardens, Coney Island, again holds | 
down the stand as before. Band 
will get about nine full weeks out} 


| of the entire season, with the bal- 


ance of the time being filled by 
traveling semi-names, first being | 
Ray Anthony for weekend of April | 
30, to be followed by Johnny Long 
May 7-8, and Blue Barron May 
14-15. 

Another making a long stand is 
Wally Johnson, at the Glenn, in 
Newport, Ky. Like the other over- 
the-river niteries, Johnson is now 
in his third year, and from the 
looks of things may be there for- 
ever. 

Considered the best small group | 
in town is Dick Averre at the Gib- | 
son hotel. Band plays both a mix- 
ture of light concert for the dinner 
and the soft, smooth stuff for the | 
night club session. Also on a long! 
run kick Averre is in indefinitely. | 


Bill Heathcock Band 
With Carmen Miranda 


Hollywood, April 19. 

The Bill Heaihcock orchestra is 
set to appear on the same bill with 
Carmen Miranda when she begins 
a four-week engagement at the 
Hotel Ambassador’s Cocoanut 
Grove starting Oct. 4. Heathcock 
also handles the musical arrange- 
ments for Miss Miranda’s personals 
besides fronting the various or- 
chestras she works with. 

Heathcock formed his present 
crew about a year ago. 


Music Men Fete Benedict 


Music men assigned to contact 
Gardner Benedict at the New 
Yorker hotel, New York, are giv- 
ing the leader a party tonight 
(Wednesday) in the hostelry’s Ter- 
race Room. Shindig was arranged 
in appreciation for the way the 
leader handled the pluggers dur- 
ing his long run at the spot. ’ 

Benedict has been at the New 
Yorker since last fall. i 














RCA’s Folsom Sees 78's Obsolete 


Eventually as LP Features Rise 


+ 





RCA’s ‘Mme. X’ 

RCA Victor's 45 rpm disk 
development, one of the most 
tightly-guarded trade secrets 
before the official announce- 
ment was made, was known to 
the company’s engineers as 
“Madame X.” 

The RCA’s Camden 
personnel still speak of 
project that way. 


plant 
the 








Robbins Forms 
Org to Release 


For Indie Pubs 


J. J.° Robbins & Sons, Ince., 
forming a releasing organization 
for indie publishers 
parallel the United Artists setup 
for distribution of independently 
produced films. The company will 
be known as Consolidated Music 
Publishers, and will handle 
shipping and billing for the pub- 


is 


which will 


Ine., 


| lishers in addition to availing them 


of office space. Payments will be 
on a percentage basis, varying with 
the amount of work entailed by 
Consolidated. 


As a tiein with the publication 
of eight Carmen Cavallaro books 


by Carmen Cavallaro Publications, | 


Ine., Robbins, which owns half of 
the firm, is planning on opening 
a string of Carmen Cavallaro piano 
schools throughout the country. 
Schools would use Cavallaro’s 
books as text and pay a percentage 
for the use of his name. 

Robbins is opening offices in 
N. Y. for the Italian music pub- 
lishing firm, Curci, and the Span- 
ish and Portugal music publishing 
firm, Suris. A branch office known 
as J. J. Robbins & Sons, Ltd., has 
been set up in England in con- 


junction with Edwin Kassner in a} 


50-50 deal. 





—_—— 


Palma-Warner Wi 


1236 Final Judgment 


Final judgment of $12,555 was 
decreed last week by special mas- 


‘ter Max L. Finkelstein for plain- 


tiffs Frank J. Palma and Stanley 


Warner in their N. Y. federal court | 


suit to recover certain monies from 
music publishers Sam and Harry 
Fox. Finkelstein’s report was sub- 
mitted to Federal Judge Henry W. 
Goddard and awaits his confirma- 
tion. 

Palma and Warner, 
their catalog to the Foxes in 1928, 
instituted action in 1939 to re- 
trieve bulk ASCAP royalties and 
motion picture synchronization 
coin allegedly due them. Special 
master made his report in 1946 
and Judge Goddard sustained part 
of his findings, but sent the paper 


back for further adjustment. 





King, De Luxe to Give 


Notice of Price Cuts 


King and De Luxe records will 
attempt to protect dealers in the 
event of a price reduction by giv- 
ing them an advance 45-day notice 
to enable them to move current 


, Stocks from shelves. 


However, no present decrease is 


;contemplated immediately,  ac- 
cording to Sidney Nathan, firm's 
president. 


‘ 
— 
————e 
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Tops of the Tops 


Retail Disk Seller 
“Forever and Ever” 


Retail Sheet Music Seller | 
‘Cruising Down the River” 
“Most Requested” Disk 
“Cruising Down the River” 


Seller on Coin Machines 
“Cruising Down the River” 


Best British Seller 
“12th Street Rag” ' 


~-?*ee8444-> 


*»>ee44e4- 





Hal McIntyre Misses Fire 


San Antonio, April 19. 
Fire totally destroyed the Lack- 
land Air Force Base Officers Club, 


‘erected at a cost of $125,000, plus 


contents valued at $50,000. Fire 

started during a dance being 

played by Hal MclIntyre’s band. 
Persons attending the dance and 


; members of the orchestra man- 
/aged to save all of the outfit’s 


music and instruments. 


>? een * e*,* a 


who sold) mark each week. 


| February 


_ records, 


+ As Frank M. Folsom, president 
‘of Radio Corp. of America, sees it, 
'“It’s inevitable that scientific im- 
| provement 
| make the 78 rpm disks obsolete in 
' time. 


in our records will 
It can’t happen for years, 


but given enough time we must all 


veer to the 45, or some variation 


|of the Vinylite, Long Playing 
record.” 
This has reference to Colum- 


bia’s 33 rpm, which puts the accent 
on the long-playing features, in 
that four pops can be medleyed on 
one side of a disk; or a 12-inch 
LP can reproduce up to 45 minutes 
of music 

RCA Victor’s seven-inchers are 
something else again. They're the 
personal automatic machine, and 
possibly may result in a merchan- 


| dising potential not wholly antici- 


pated in the beginning. Because of 
its compactness and popular price, 


| it’s the type machine that already 


is being bought for bedside use. 
Stacks of Vinnese waltzer or 
kindred soothing music are the sub- 
stitute already in ultra-modern 
homes for the nocturnal “music to 
read by” radio programs. Sans 
commercials, interruption of titles 
or call letters, a stack of eight 
platters means over 50 minutes of 
selected music, via RCA Victor's 
fast-changing, noiseless player, and 
an equal amount when reversed. 

Like the portable radio which 
has given millions of homes mul- 
tiple AM receivers, these portable 
players already are finding great 
acceptance. 

The LPs may be the solution for 
symphonies, concertos, musicom- 
edy scores in their entirety by 
original casts (Columbia’s “Kiss Me 
Kate” for example, or its upcom- 
ing ‘South Pacific’). The 45 rpms 
are for the single selections of 
specially desired music. 

It’s for this reason that Folsom 
thinks Decca inevitably must go 
the RCA system, since its special- 
izes in pops. Columbia (Mercury 
followed the LP 33 rpm. tech- 
nique) might find its LP system 
better adapted for entire musicom- 
edy scores or masterworks (classi- 
cal symphonies, etc.). 

As Victor has evolved it, the 
vinylite disks are in different col- 

(Continued on page 43) 


Longer Runs For 
Coast Palladium 


Hollywood, April 19. 

In another policy shift, Palla- 
dium here is planning to use 
name bands on a longer run basis. 
For the last two years spot has 
used 10 bands annually. Now, 
operator Maury Cohen is hoping 
to switch to booking only five. 

Russ Morgan, booked in for a 
four-weeker starting May 31, has 
been mailed a new contract asking 
him to extend the stand to eight 
weeks, on the same terms—a 
$4,000 weekly guarantee and a split 
of all admissions over the $10,000 
Cohen also is 
bidding for Eddy Howard, Law- 
rence Welk, Dick Jurgens and 
Freddy Martin, each for eight 
weeks or more. 

Jurgens played the Palladium in 
at a $3,500 weekly 
guarantee and a split over the 
$9,500 mark. He didn’t crack any 
but he did attract a 
spending crowd. Welk played the 
spot last fall on precisely the same 
terms and did excellently. Neither 
Martin nor Howard has ever played 
the Palladium. 

Charlie Ventura’s 1$-piece bebop 
crew and Ike Carpenter’s 14-piece 
outfit will play a one-nighter at 
the Palladium, May 17, with Les 
Brown paying off both crews, at 
scale for sidemen and $100 for 
leader, Deal was struck after 
Brown, due to open at the terpery 
May 3 for a four-week stand, asked 
operator Maury Cohen for the 
night off so he could play a one- 
nighter with Bob Hope. Cohen 
okayed the absence if Brown would 
replace himself with two crews 
and pay the freight. Brown is com- 
ing in at a $3,500 guarantee week- 
ly and a split of all admissions 
over $9,500. Batoneer was able to 
set Ventura and Carpenter easily 
since former is booked by Joe 
Glaser, who also handies Brown, 
and latter, an MCA account, has 
been a friend of Brown’s since 
college days. 
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' Our 30th anni 
Ul remoraric Past and to thank “wens We pause to look back 
ment and cooperation as the music world for the sien upon the 
en us. ant encourage- 
In creatin & 


"ating a diversified cata} 


We dedicate o 
ur future to th i 
fo symphony, and we ar abe ne atoe OF must , 
y, ye are proud | ¢ for the people, f 
MUSIC as an international se of oe — industry which is building 








—Fack and Iruing Willa 


RED ROSES ror n BLUE LADY 


America’s Top Ballad Hit - A Leading Record Hit - Already accepted 
by the public as a song worthy of joining our great standards -- 











: AIN'T MISBEHAVIN SOPHISTICATED LADY 
| CAN’T GIVE YOU ANYTHING B GIRL OF | SURRENDER, DEAR 


LUE SRIRT WALTZ 


The International Success Growing Bigger Every Day - 100°: Recorded. 
Another triumph to be included with such prominent favorites as 















THE TABLE N ON THE KEYS 


E NIGHT 


KITTE 
FIDDLE-FADDLE 





TAKE ME IN YOUR ARMS 
DOES YOUR HEART BEAT FOR ME? 






HANDS ACROSS 
SERENADE IN TH 











By special arrangement with LAWRENCE WRIGHT MUSIC CO. Ltd., of London, we offer the famed English success 


he DREAM 4 OLWEN 


As enchanting and everlasting a melody as the immortal ‘STAR DUST”. 
Watch for the new, sensational recordings by Meredith Willson (Decca) and Carmen Cavallero (Decca) 














| and these outstanding instrumentals —— By Special Arrangement with | 
te through arrangement with Lawrence Wright ARCADIA MUSIC PUBLISHING CO. Lid. 
- SKYSCRAPER FANTASY George Melachrino’s . 
LS CONCERTO IN JAZZ WINTER SUNSHINE 
Recorded by the composer and his orchestra 
capa Haswey and released in this country by RCA-Victor. 




















DOWN BY THE STATION | 


Everyone's Novelty Song Favorite! A Record and Sheet Music best-seller! 
In the catalog featuring such all-timers as 











IN A SENTIMENTAL ne cuost gots ro TOWN 


| DON’T STAND A GH LEMON DROP 


==" MILLS MUSIC, INC. 


Sidney Mills Gen. Prof. Mgr 
1619 Broadway, New York 19, N.Y. 6$33 Hollywood Bivd., Hollywood 28, Cal. 
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VARIETY SONG CAVALCADE 


eeerrrrry (Musicaul-Historical Review: 


Compiled for 


By JULIUS 


(Copyright Variety inc 





1800-1948) tooeooe: 


VARIETY 
MATTFELD 
All Rights Reserved) 


Legends and other basic background information attendant to the compilation 


and presentation, appeared in the Oct. 
Cavalcade started publication serially 
clipped and filed for future reference 


6, 1948. issue when the Variety Song 


't is suggested that these installments be 


Attention is hereby called to the {act that this material is copyrighted and may not 


be reproduced either wholly or in part 


(Cantinued from Last Week) 


1907— (Continued ) 


ers). w.. m., George Mlichaell 
Cohan. A. Mills, cop. 1907. 

In the Wildwood Where the B'ue 
Beil: Grew. w., m., Herbert H. Tay- 
lor. New York Music Pub. House, 
cop. 1907 


li’'s Delightful to Be Married 


(The Parisian Model). \ Anna 
Held. m., V. Scotto. Jos. W. Stern 
& Co., cop. 1907. 


a Soldier Man. 
Theodore F. 


It’s Great To Be 
w.. Jack Drislane. m., 


Morse. F. B. Haviland Pub. Co., 
cop. 1907. 

Maxim’s (The Merry Widow). w., 
Adrian, Ross. m., Franz Lehar 


London: Chappell & Co., Ltd., cop. 
1907. 

The Merry 
above) I Love 

Nobody’s Little Girl. w., Jack 
Drislane. m., Theodore F. Morse. 
F. B. Haviland Pub. Co., Inc., cop. 
1907. 

On the Road to Mandalay. w., 
Rudyard Kipling. m., Oley Speaks 
Cincinnati: The John Church Co., 
cop. 1907. 

La Partida—The Farewell. w., 
FE. Blasco. m., F. M. Alvarez. G. 
Schirmer, Inc., cop. 1907. 

Red Wing. w., Thurland Chatta- 
way. m., Kerry Mills. F. A. Mills, 
cop. 1907. 

San Antonio. w., Harry H. Wil- 
liams. m., Egbert Van Alsiyne. 
Jerome H. Remick & Co., cop. 1907. 

School Days. w., Will D. Cobb. 
m., Gus Edwards. Gus Edwards 
Pub. Co., cop. 1907. 

She’s the Fa‘rest Little Flower 


el —— Ts 


Widow Waltz ‘sce 


You So 














FRANKIE LAINE 
Opening April 26 


AMBASSADOR COCOANUT 
GROVE 





PEGGY LEE'S CHESTERFIELD 
SHOW 


Every Thursdcy—NBC 


amma 


——— 


DISC JOCKEYS 
THE EVER FAVORITE 


EXACTLY 
LIKE YOU 


Music by... 
JIMMY McHUGH 


SHAPIRO, BERNSTEIN 























‘ing in a family act). 


Dixie Ever Grew. w., 
Johnson. m., Theodore 
Haviland Pub. Co., 


Dear O'd 
Ashley 5S. 
F, Morse. F. B. 
cop. 1907. 

The Sweetest Flower the Garden 


Grew. w., m., Tnurland Chattaway 
F. B. Haviland Pub. Co., cop. 1907. 

Take Me Around Again. w., Ed 
Rose. m., Kerry Mills. F. A. Mills, 
con. 1907 

Take Me Back to New York 
Town. w.. Andrew B. Sterling. m 
Harry Von Tiizer. Harry Von Til- 
zer Music Pub. Co., cop. 1907. 


That Lovin’ Rag. w., Victor H. 
Smalley. m.. Bernie Adler. F. B. 
Haviland Pub. Co., Inc., cop. 1907 

There’s a Girl in This World for 
Every Boy, and a Boy for Every 
Girl. w., Will D. Cobb. m., Ted 


Snyder. F. A. Mills, cop. 1907. 
There Never Was a Girl Like 
You. w.. Harry H. Williams. m., 


Egbert Van Alstyne. Jerome H. Re- 
mick & Co., cop. 1907. 

Tommy, Lad! w., Edward Tesche- 
macher. m., E. J. Margetson. Lon- 
don: Boosey & Co., Ltd., cop. 1907. 

Two Biue Eyes. w., Edward Mada- 
den. m., Theodore F. Morse. F. B. 
Haviland Pub. Co., Inc., cop. 1907. 

Two Little Baby Shoes. w., Ed- 
ward Madden. m., Theodore F. 
Morse. F. B. Haviland Pub. Co., 
Inc.. cop. 1907. 

Under Any Old Flag at All (The 
Talk of New York). w., m., George 
Miichael] Cohan. F. A. Mills, cop. 


1907. 
Vilia (The Merry Widow). w., 
Adrian Ross. m., Franz Lehar. 


London: Chappell & Co., Ltd., cop. 
1907. 

When a Fellow’s on the Level 
With a Girl That's on the Square 
(The Talk of New York). w., m., 
George Mlichael] Cohan. F. A. 
Mills, cop. 1907. 


Raymond Moore. m., 
Witmark & 


Sixteen. w.., 
Ernest R. Ball. M. 
Sons, cop. 1907. 

When the Birds in Georgia Sing 
of Tennessee. w., Arthur J. Lamb. 
m., Ernest R. Ball. 
Sons, cop. 1907. 

When We Are m-a-double-r-i-e-d 
(Fifty Miles From Boston). w., m., 
George Hlichael] Cohan. F. A. 
Mills, cop. 1907. 

Won’t You Be My Honey? w., 
Jack Drislane. m., Theodore F. 
Morse. F. B. Haviland Pub. Co., 
Inc., cop. 1907. 


Won’t You Waltz “Home Sweet. 


Home” With Me? w., m., Herbert 
Ingraham. Shapiro, Bernstein & 
Co., cop. 1907. 

You Splash Me and Tn Splash 
You. w 
fred Solman. Jos. W. Stern & Co., 
cop. 1907. 





Entertainment and show business | 


continued sharply on the upgrade. 
Vaudeville headliners of the year 


included: Eddie Foy, Al Jolson, 
Julia Sanderson, Joe Cook (in a} 


with his brothers), 
Harry Houdini, Gertrude Hoffman, 
Hardeen ‘(Houdini’s brother), Irene 
Franklin, Adele and Fred Astaire 
(in a juvenile act), Vesta Victoria, 
Elsie Janis, Gracie Emmett, Alice 
Lloyd, George “Honey Boy” Evans, 
Pat Rooney, Trixie Friganza, and 
Buster Keaton (then 16, and play- 
Harry Lauder 
made his second U. S. appearance. 
Ned Wayburn was a vaudeville 
stager and manager. Leo Carrillo 


juggling act 


|had a Vaudeville act and was car- 
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DANNY 
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Continuing 


Exclusive 


ASSOCIATED BOOK! 


RAY HERBECK 


ORCHESTRA 
HOTEL LAST FRONTIER 


Las Vegas, Nevada 








O’NEIL 
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Management 


NG CORPORATION 


JOE GLASER, Pres. 


New York : 
745 Sth Ave. Pl. 9-46001 203 No 





Chicago 


| Beverly Hilts 
A or? 


WV eleloh ia Bev.Wrl. Hot 


|Three of Us,” and 
| Lady.” 


[. Witmar . - 4 
. eannaindees 'the shirtwaist — perforations, 


Arthur J. Lamb. m., Al-' 











"RETAIL SHEET BEST SELLERS|}— 

























































































RIETY - X ,| 3 
Survey of retail sheet music - 5 = & e & 
sales, based on reports obtained $ > ¢ ae 
from leading stores in 10 cities a B e % E % 
and showing comparative sales : » | on|? ae oe aoe 
rating for this and last week. & = 4 2 € 5 “ 2 ils t oO 
Ss; f/e/2 (8/6/21 8)2) 7 
= ° ) = Qu ry eS | s <= A 
: od eee ee eee 
National Week Ending . & | rd e v7) | g £ & S | 2 
enti £'°( siele!2/ 21/8/2813! @ 
— APRIL 16 ei si gfe lelElgielSisiiz 
This Last isi t/a i/Si®iaia@iseileln 
- " . : es x i “ | @ . | & ~_ | = is T 
wk. wk. Title and Publisher iz - o | 3 K a a & | eligilé s 
l l “Cruising Down River” (Spitzer). 1 1 10 1 1 1 I 1 1 I 9] 
2 4 £“Sunflower” (Famous) eS wet eet ear le wi ee ee aoe ae 
3 2 “Far Away Places” (Laurel).... 6 5 6 3 2 3 ’ 5 3 «62 
“4 46 “Foyever and Ever” (Robbins)... 3 3... .. SS 4 2 3 2 55 
‘5 3 “Red Roses for Blue Lady” (Mills) 7 7 #45 2 #9 G6 3 6 .. 6 48 
6 9  “*A’—You're Adorable” (Laurel) 2 4 |. .. #110 .. #64 .. 38 2 39 
7 5 “Galway Bay” (Leeds) TA st wb he a ae ae ae ee 35 
‘8 7 “Powder Your Face” (Lombardo) .. a Se ns ae a 
9 8 “Soin Love” (T. B. Harms)..... ¥ <. M's: ae an ee, 
10 .. “Big, Wide World” (‘BMI.......... pia a weer eee 
il 12 “Lavender Blue” (S. intly-Joy) er ees eae 2 ~ 42 
12. 15 “Again” (Robbins) a. _— a ire See 1! 
i310 “Careless Hands” (Melrose) os 9 1. ee oe oe ee 
i4. 11 “Someone Like You” (Harms Inc.) y et oe a ae hie i 9 
15 ~ “Bluebird Singing” | Advanced). ; en? ,, at oe 3 8 
tooning for Vartery besides. B. A.; Lottery, resulting in fines and (Formerly published by Maurice 
Rolfe was a vaudeville producer. a ra ony yg: e M hyiares nage yr ledge ~~ 
2a eee i CREE end Ask Her "While the Bandi 


fith became a film director. Song- 
slide pictures were popular 

On the legitimate stage the out- 
standing event was the production 


lof “The Merry Widow.” Concur- 
rently the first Ziegfeld ‘Follies” 


| was produced, starring Nora Bayes. 


Long-run plays included “The Red 
Mill,” “The Great Divide,” “The 
“The Chorus 


The latest craze was the game of 
“diabolo’"—a piece of wood tossed 


When Sweet Marie was Sweet ‘around by a cord attached to two 


sticks. 
The first round-the-world cruise 


|was made by the U. S. battle fleet, 


16 ships under. command of Ad- 
miral R. D. Evans. 

Fashion finally did something to 
em- 
broidered at the edges, were put 
into it, and it was now called the 
“peek-a-boo” shirtwaist. It was 
very daring. 

Augustus Saint-Gaudens, 
ca’s greatest sculptor, died. 

In a scandal over the Honduras 


Ameri- 


May sutton beat all contenders 
to win the women’s lawn tennis 
championship of England. 

Oklahoma was admitted to the 
Union. 

Richard Strauss’ “Salome” cre- 
ated a vast scandal after it was 
staged at the Metropolitan Opera. 
Not long afterwards vaudeville 
was full ot Salome dancers. 

The U 
twentieth depression since 1790. 

Carry Nation made her first 
hatchet raid on saloons in Kansas. 
She died in 1911. 

In Jamestown (Va.) the 
town Exposition opened. 

Ladies considered feather 
very stylish. 


1908 


All for Love of You. w., 
Reed. m., Ernest R. Ball. M. 
mark & Sons, cop. 1908. 

Any Old Port in a Storm. w., 
Arthur J. Lamb. m., Kerry Mills. 
M. Witmark & Sons, cop. 


Dave 


Bands at Hotel B. Q.’s 








show hiked take over last week. 
Johnny Brewer (Swiss Chalet’ 
Gypsy Markoff opened Thurs. (14). 
Dick LaSalle (Mayfair Room, 


1,000 tabs. 


3,000 covers. 
Bismarck, 200; $2.00 min.-$1.05 cover). 


1,600 tabs. 


Blackstone, 350; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). 
Peter Lind Hayes, Mary Healy opened Sat. (16) Prof. Corey out. 


Upped 


S. complained about the | 


James- 


boas | 


Wit- 


1908. . 


aie Covers PP mtu 
eeks Past overs 
Band Hotel Played Week On Date 
, Eddy Duchin* Waldorf (400; $2) ........... é?2 * 2.276... 6975 
Gardner Benedict* New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50)......19 1,020 20.970 
Lawrence Welk... Roosevelt (400; $1.50-$2)........ 4 1,050 5,025 
Jimmy Dorsey Statler (450; $1.50-$2).......... 4 1.665 - 6.840 

* Waldorf, Morton Downey; New Yorker, ice revue. 

Chicago 

Barclay Allen (Empire Room, Palmer House. 550: $3.50 min.-$1 | 
cover). Dorothy Shay keeping room buzzing. Fine 3,800 covers. 

Henry Brandon (Marine Room, Edgewater, 700; $1.20 cover). New 


Frankie Masters (Boulevard Room, Stevens, 773; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). | 
Ice Show revamped. Circus Theme and Masters, nice 2,600 covers. 


_ Bill Snyder (College Inn, Sherman, 500; $2.50-$3.50 min.). 
| weekend cut take to 3,300 tabs. 


Rainy 





Los Angeles 


Del Courtney (Ambassador, 900; 


$1.50-$2). 


With Rudy Vallee head- 


lining. Third week, oke 2,600 covers. 


Jan Garber (Biltmore, 


900; $1-$1.50). 
Ted Fio Rito (Beverly Hills, 300; $4 min.), 


Neat 2,700 covers. 
Slow 600 covers. 





Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Chicago) 


Cee Davidson (Chez Paree, 500; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). 


Joe FE. Lewis 


entertaining conventioneers with stout 4,000 covers. 


Chuck Foster (Aragon; $1-$1.15 adm.). 


11,000 admissions. 


Al Trace (Blackhawk, 500; $2.50 min.). 
towners amused. Fine 3,000 covers. 


Up over last week, with 


Cornpiper keeping out-of- 


Griff Williams (Trianon; $1-$1.15 adm.). Williams doubling for Travel 


show at Stevens hotel. 
sions. 


Spreads in dailies hiked take to 12,500 admis- 





(Los Angeles) 


Gene Krupa (Palladium B., Hollywood, 2nd wk.). 


missions. 


Victor Lombardo (Aragon B., Santa Monica, 3rd wk.). 


admissions. 


Swell 12,300 ad- 


Playing (The 
Glen MacDonough. m., 


Rose of Algeria). w., 
Victor Her- 


bert. Chas. K. Harris, cop. 1908, 
Bl—nd and P—g Spelis Blind 
Pig. w., Junie McCree. m., Albert 


Von Tilzer. The York Music Co.; 
(Continued next week) 



























































“SANTLY-JOY, INC. : 
Eddie Joy—Gen. Prof. Mgr. 


1619 Broadway, New York 








ALL RIGHT, LOUIE, 
DROP THE GUN 


recorded by 


JIMMY ATKINS 
TWO-TON BAKER 
CASS DALEY 
JOHNNY DAVIS 
ARTHUR GODFREY ... 
MARION HUTTON 
ART KASSEL Mercury 
LOUIS PRIMA RCA Victor 
WESSON BROTHERS ....National 


.Columbia 
. M-G-M 


LEO FEIST, INC. 

















On the Way 


RUDOLPH THE 
RED-NOSED 
REINDEER 


St. Nicholas Music Pub. Co. 


Sole Selling Agent: Keys Music, Inc. 
146 W. 54th Street, New York 





IDONT SEEME 
IN YOUR EYES 

















ANYMORE 





Pleasing 4,200 


LAUREL MUSIC CO., 
1619 Broadway, New York 
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j Continued from page 39 Continued from page 39 
ors so that, at a glance, a stack - ’ = = canining was awkward and dull, 
of blacks means they’re all pops; VARIETY & m 8 judged, of course, by showmanship, 
a stack of blues, they're interna- | Sin f retail disk best 5 » mi and not by Juilliard Conservatory 
tional; reds are Red Seals (clas- oF wetigy Raby Spee a 5 7 - 16 € BS ie standards. 
sics); midnight blue are popular tained from leading stores in 3 () & Pa 31 8 P At one point a stalemate of United 
classics; children’s on yellow, etc. iS 'éiies Gud whauias aoe $|/¢j y rd Sic = & s| fT Nations proportions ‘developed 
Merchardising-wise, of course, parative sales rating for this n Sifig * E $ e| 2181] o J], between Shaw and the customers. 
the 45s or the LPs are the answer and last week & = LS = 2 z . x = c T Shaw wouldn’t start a clarinet solo 
to the mass production record : © § o = < YO | @ si 2 S A until the customers kept some 
manufacturers’ lifetime prayers. It © a = 3 w l Q. <) o Y L quiet, and the customers woudn’t 
eliminates a corps of clerks for ° ec 2 | zig | | | stop gabbing for some Russian 
correspondence in re breakage, re- National Week Ending i} | r4 ae | 2/2 >|) s8] P named Berezowsky. But Shaw, 
conciliation of credits and debits Rating +~ l ry = | i ei o § 2 | O tired of glowering at the uncouth 
because of such losses, not to men- APRIL 16 R © - i | § « = = = c I payees, finally gave out with the 
tion the extraordinary savings in | 8 - Sa i -! bs < Pa N formal arpeggios amidst a great 
shipping costs. Being plastic com- This Last B | = w 2 | = 7 a 5 . = T and general! indifference. 
position, ry ag is a atly re- wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title -_ | s 2) nD wn £ a _ = Ss Great Trailer for the Bars 
duced, and with it come the com- = = ia Ae ae wer 
pensatory values for the ultimate RUSS MORGAN (Decca) ening a symph orch mace Bop 
“ 4 1 4 5 1 1 50 City’s hub-bub, heightened by lack 
consumer W hose liv ing room Spé ace ; ae Sea Forever and Ever” BA ee of air-conditioning during the 
is always invariably at a premium. RUSS MORGAN (Decca) opening night’s heat spell, was like 
This — ae a te pees 2 “Cruising Down the River” vids 8 ; 9 1 7 1 5 a 45 Raving Nellie yA prer de. ot Tsolde 
proved egg ag chem pe TV. RAY BOLGER (Decca) : 39 in a Met Opera House Wagnerian 
production, P us the appea of TV, 3A 6 “Once in Love With ee ae 2 By 7 2 ’ 3. wh + 9 cycle. It was incongruous without 
none the less means show business ee ~~ GORDON MacRAE (C apitol) being funny. The only thing which 
in general yong wonem. voles a8 4 “Bete aoe. «si le. 6 1 4 oc 10 4 7 i on 39 the juves in the bleachers under- 
secs these _improved home com- PERRY COMO (Victor) stood were the orch’s between- 
modities chiefly as a stimulant to wiih ee AS . 
iati i + “A”—You'’re Adorable” T 3 Bs os = rr 8 8 4 30 number warmups because, one kid 
the Appreciation, ultimately, of the x a —s0uTre & iD Sites Teds - - de in 40 
ae = aT ie said, “It was the nearest thing to 
actors. A veteran merchandiser, BLUE BARRON (M-G-M) : Pap ae pounce ; 
: that radio did to bolster Ps 5 “Cruising Down the River” 1 m. 1 E ee si - ‘sik 3 28 jamming. It was observed, how- 
he cites what radio did to bolster ee. id MELEE. — — ever, that the bars were doing solid 
interest in names on personal ap- “SAMMY KAYE (Victor) ; ‘ F 6 26 business during Shaw’s podium 
taser 0 _ ang ” 6 me a “Careless Hands” _s $ _— __ ° ised —~ - stint, which may have been the 
true with video, says Folsom. “J. STAFFORD-G. MacRAE (C ap) > ' point of it all, aside from the pub- 
. 000,000 Unite 7 8 “A” You’re Adorable” 5 - : cs 7 ” : 1 5a st se 20 licity payoff. 
A, Camden. April 19. , ee noes (Decc: a) 9 Nn 2 tl 3 i. 1S - ee backed by the 
RCA-Victor estimates that the 8 7 “Far Away aces” eee o. = xs 5 SSE toy Brown instrume ntal trio, de- 
first year’s production of the new PERRY COMO (Victor) 2 18 livered the anticipated bop. Wheth- 
45 rpm players will run about 2,- i) 9 “Forever and Ever”...........- -: i , 2 - ia 2. es ae " this — music is revolu- 
000,000 units. Estimate is based oy VIC DAMONE (Mercury) aed ol P — neurotic, Miss 
on initial sales of the machine since 10 _ “Again” Pe ae _ Y a as oe ee OM ek ee rp cg bertorms with . superb 
it was placed on the market March —————RUSS MORG: AN ye a Suita aaaiesa Ale ee tees, 
= 8 “So Tired”. a, oe 8 ‘i ‘i 4 ee 1 10 ee een Oe *s. Also fo . \ 
A substantial portion of the units i ae v AUGHN IONROE (Victor) se a _be-bop bugs Pater sng the Kal 
will be manufactured at the RCA “Riders in the Sky” it. ee 5 > “ee h inding sextet which, in their own 
plant in Camden, others will be ae ca Ala Bo Be lI b nsintablinentel $$ rectic way, dish up music as ex- 
made by other manufacturers in- VAUGHN MONROE (Victor) - - 9 4 12 treme as Artie Shaw’s. Herm. 
cluding Admiral, Brunswick, Cros- 13A 4 “Red Roses for Blue Lady __ 10 ( a —__—___—— -- ——-- 
ley, Farnsworth-Capehart and RUSS MORGAN (Decca) <A 
: others that will incorporate the 45 19 3 MEOW 6607. tte ec ee eiwewss e 7 aa iy Ty ae 8 2 - -» (12 Winning US. Bonds Song 
i rpm motor in their regular sets. tio EVELYN KNIGHT (Decea) inl 
{ RCA will make the unit for Capi- 14 7 “Powder Face With Sunshine”... .. 7 , _ i. 5 ie 7 Y ce 10 Y ba ervey Se April 19. 
tol, which has aligned itself with — FRANKIE YANKOVIC (Col) by ee America Saving, written 
Victor in the battle of the new yh a : m Te See ee ee em 2 9 oy Frank H. Thorne, Chicago in- 
speeds, chief competition for which 1510 10 Blue Skirt Waltz”. saiiniinciasispabiamen ~_ _— — dustrialist, has been selected as 
. will be provided by Columbia’s 33 GUY LOMBARDO (Decca) 8 the winning theme song for the 
/ rpm long-playing attachment. 16A_14 “Everywhere You Go” SLi ek. ~ Sennen nee —__—~ coming savings bond drive. Judges 
: Units, according to RCA spokes- KAY STARR (Capitol) 8 “— Fred Waring, Oscar Hammer- 
man are selling at a faster rate 16B “So Tired” otek a Ss r = a eee ee ee stein, 2d, and Perry Como. 
than anticipated. It reported that FJ. STAFFORD-G. MacRAE (Com) Contest was conducted among 
several midwest dealers were sold 16C “Need You” wa 7 ~ m+) ae 2° = er 8 members of the Seciety for the 
out the first day machines were put — Preservation and Encouragement 
- FRANK SINATRA | (Columbia) wag 
on sale. b> = ~ 3 7 = i 7 8 of Barbershop Quartet Singing in oe 
Firm is going in for heavy ex- 16D . Sunflower” es om - America. Thorne is a member of 
ploitation to put this unit across. MEL TORME > (Capito ‘ , 7 the Elastic Four, championship ( 
Company is spending heavily in 17A_.. “Again” ... HAE ESE. _ - _ = .- — — quartet of 1942, e 
newspaper and magazine ads, vari- ~ DINAH SHORE Te Shania) 4 "7 “Keep America Saving” is to be ‘ 
ous promotion pieces and is giving | 76. 15 “Far Away Places”. a ae i sis i st ‘ na as ve preemed here May 23, when it will 
hourly demonstrations of the ma- | ~ ~ RAY NOBLE (Victor) be sung by the National Press 
chine at its Little theatre in Radio 1L7C, 1S “Streets of Laredo”’...........- oe oe bie o 8 se ee .e oe 4 es 7 Club chorus and the Washington 
CAty. N.: ¥. 1 2 3 4 4 units of SPEBSQSA. 
| - T STAN KENTON WORDS AND MANHATTAN TO MOTHER 
FIV E TOP ae: BAe | Del Sharbutt writing a musical 
ENCORES MUSIC TOWERS 
| Broadway Cast : Eddy Arnold for Century Theatre Group tagged 
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Seek $3,000,000 Grant By Congress 
For D.C. Sesquis Freedom Fair’ 


Washington, April 19. 

Despite recent setbacks, the Na- 
tional Capital Sesquicentennial 
Commission, working on a “Freec- 
dom Fair’ for D. C. next year, will 
go back to Congress with a request 
for a $3,000,000 appropriation for 
the project. Earlier this year, the 
House Appropriations Committee 
killed a $1,500,000 request sent in 
for the project by the Bureau of 
the Budget. 

Carter T. Barron, Loew’s rep 
here and executive vice-chairman 
of the Sesqui Commission, pointed 
out that Congress appropriated 

3,250,000 toward the New York 
Vorld Fair. Congress will also be 
asked to okay use of the West 
Potomac Park area for the fair 
grounds. 

Fair, which would commemorate 
the city’s 150th anniversary, would 
feature displays by states, foreign 
countries, etc., as well as enter- 
tainment. There would be a thea- 
tre and children’s center. 

Fair commissioners met Satur- 
day with President Truman, who 
gave his strong endorsement, but 
commented that arrangements were 
six months behind. Present plans 
are to open the fair on April 15, 
1950. 


New D. C. Stadium 


Bill to provide a 60,000 - seat 
stadium for Washington will be 
dropped in the hopper after Easter 
vacation by Rep. Oren Harris (D., 
Ark.). Proposed stadium would be 
located in southeast section of the 
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national capital, close to its Na- 
tional Guard Armory which is the 
scene of many entertainment af- 
fairs. 

Cost of the stadium is estimated 
at $2,500,000 which would be raised 
by the sale of bonds, according to 
the Harris bill. RFC would pur- 
chase $500,000 of the paper. 

When the late Senator Theodore 
G. Bilbo was chairman of the Sen- 
ate District Committee he talked 
glibly of building a 200,000-seat 
stadium. However, nothing ever 
came of this 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac, N.Y., April 19. 
After an eight-month vacation 
and rest Rube Bernstein left for 
N. ¥. to resume work. His many 
philanthropies will be missed by 





| the gang here. 


Harold Wood, exec of the Neigh- 
borhood Theatres of Rtehmond, 
Va., in to visit frau, Ruth Wood, 
who’s showing nice progress. 

Andrew Rutledge, cameraman 
with Pathe News, in for observa- 


| tion. 


Louis (Loew’s) Shantzer, handed 
his all-clear and left for home. 

Pat Rooney, Jr., took time out 
between shows at the local Pontiac 
theatre here to visit Henry Ber- 
linghoff at the William Morris 
Camp Intermission. 

Doris Carey upped for daily 
meals, pictures and mild exercise. 

Hal Winston, Brazilian rep for 
Columbia Pictures, who beat the 
rap in six months, left for N.Y.C. 
with an all-clear last week. 

Durgan’s nitery will again spon- 
sor “Dinner at Durgan’s,” with 
Eddie Vogt as emcee, over local 
WNBZ. 

Victor (IATSE) Gamba showing 
nice improvement. 

Gardenias to Dolly Gallagher, 
who put the Will Rogers over the 
top in recent Red Cross drive. 

Dr. Ray Hogan and Frank Hogan 
of N.Y.C. in to visit Mabel Burns, 
who is doing nicely after recent 
operation. 

Write to those who are ill, 





Vaude, Nitery Dates 

Larry Sterch into the Beverly 
Hills Country Club, Newport, Ky., 
May 13. 

Mindy Carson into the Mounds, 
Cleveland, last night (19). 

Jack Carter signed for the Latin 
Quarter, Boston, May 1. 
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Midwest Dates 











Chicago, April 19. 


Entertainment Managers Assn. 
| tossing banquet for Paul Marr, 
! April 28...Jerry Jackson, Bill- 


board Attractions booker, out of 


the hospital and rocuping at Cedar | 


Lakes, Ind., home.. .Jerry Murad’s 
Harmonicats open at the 
wood hotel, Windsor, 
May 2 Vilma Sherry into the 
Stork Club, Council Bluffs, April 
22 Mills Bros. set for Bowery, 
Detroit, May 16 Johnny O’Brien, 
harmonicist-comedian, does two- 
weeker at. the Esquire Club, 
Wichita, Kans., followed by club 
dates and then into the Thunder- 
bird Hotel, Los Vegas, June 16, 
Kathryn Duffy Dancers into same 
spot for indef run 

Thelma Sills joined the Paul 
Sanders agency Ben Blue, Patti 
booked for 
the Bowery, Detroit, May 
Sunny Skylar set for Pastime 
Club, Des Moines, May 14. 











More Vaudfilm 


Continued from page 1 Soe 











names shuts its vaudfilm April 29 
because of dearth of headliners. 
It reopens with vaude in late Au- 
gust but will play spot shows in 
the interim if proper attractions 
come along. 

Superiority of vaude bills, plus 
one feature, over double bills has 
been proven in New York nabe sit- 
uations. Loew’s has 20 one-night- 
ers in the N. Y. area on Tuesday 
nights, normally a_ slow night. 
However, 


tually every time a stage. show is 


—t 





Elm- | 
Canada, | 


the SRO sign is out vir- | 


on. RKO has about 25 houses, and 


the same conditions prevail. 

Probably the most important de- 
velopment in the straight vaude 
field is the contemplated installa- 
tion. of eight act vaude bills at thé 
Palace, N. Y., once the most fa- 
mous vauder in America. It’s prob- 
able that any success here would 
start a wave of vaudeville reopen- 
ings all over the country. 

Another development is Par- 
amount’s contemplated vaude ex- 
pansion in the south. Harry Le- 
vine, Paramount booker, last week 
returned from a southern trip in 
which he conferred with local the- 
atre managers, many of whom are 
{reported to have requested instal- 
jlation of flesh. In the fall, it’s 
| probable that Levine will book a 
| series of houses in Atlanta, Jack- 
sonville and other southern cities. 

In New York, Loew’s Melba, 
Brooklyn, graduates to three days 
'of vaude after having run a single 
day for several years. Step was 


taken to meet the competition of | 


|the nearby RKO Orpheum, which 
is also on a three-day vaudfilm 
basis. The Clinton, N. Y., a Brandt 
operation, started a split week last 
Saturday (16). 

The feeling is among the book- 
ers that many towns which haven't 
had stageshows in years can branch 
out into a non-name policy. Be- 
sides, it’s generally conceded that 
there aren't enough headliners 
available to keep a theatre on a 
steady run of attractions. 





Dinah Washington and Herb 
Lance set for June 2 bill at the 
Royal Roost, N. Y. 

David Rose orch booked for a 
September date at the Capitol, N.Y. 


Texas State Fair Pacts Spike Jones 
Unit for 15-Day Run at $120,000 


Dallas, April 19. 
Texas State Fair is switching its 
entertainment policy this year, 
making a flat purchase of Spike 
Jones Musical Depreciation Revue 
for $120,000 and keeping any 
profits that will result from the 


operation. It’s one of the largest 
talent outlays ever earmarked_ by 
any fair. . 


Last year, Arthur Michaud and 
Jimmy Durante formed a corpora- 
tion and paid the fair $25,000 to 
stage the show which included 
Durante, a flock of acts and Harry 
James’ orch. Promoting pair kept 
the profits. In 1946, Tommy Dor- 
sey took it over, using his band 
and a lineup of acts and wound up 
with more than $100,000 as his 
end. This year, Fair officials want 
to keep the profits themselves. 

Jones, now on the last lap of a 
nation-wide $3.60 top concert tour, 
returns to the Coast next month 
for a three-week stand at the Bilt- 
more theatre here, starting May 
15. It’s at the usual deal of 70° 
of the gross, with the same figure 
in force for a stand starting June 
6 at the Curran, Sar Francisco. 
Troupe vacations in July and re- 
sumes work. Aug. 4 with a three- 
weeker at the Flamingo, Las 
Vegas, at a flat $12,000 weekly and 
then plays 12 days at the Indiana 
State Fair, starting Sept. 2. Dallas 
fair dates are from Oct. 4 to 19. 

The bandleader, who has been on 


g Low- Budget Acts With 
Pix To Inaugurate N. Y. 
Palace’s Vaude ‘Comeback’ 


The Palace on Broadway now 
plans to bring vaudeville back 
there around May 1, with eight, 
low-budget acts on_ initial bill. 
Talks are still on with musicians, 
stagehands, etc., but the house is 
hopeful of launching new 
film policy by that date. 

Theatre has no definite pictures 
booked beyond current ‘Pride of 
the Yankees,’ but intends using 
firstruns, possibly day -date with 
top N. Y. nabes, with return of 
vaudeville. Initially, the Palace is 
watching budget for stage layout 
closely, because planning to keep 
its present $1 top as against the $2 
scale when the Palace was vaude- 


ville’s flagship. Dan Friendly will 
book. 


vaud- 


| promoter. 


a one-night concert tour, has discoy- 
ered that he’s been hitting higher 
returns since he’s been his own 
With Ralph Wonders, 
former General Artists Corp. vee. 
pee in charge of Jones’ tour, it's 
been found that returns are consid. 
erably higher since various halls, 
arenas and auditoriums have been 
booked on a sharing basis. 

The $17,934 gross at the County 
Fairgrounds buildings, Toronto. js 
regarded as one of the heaviest 
grosses ever hit on a single concert 
stand. Another top figure was 
reached in Montreal, where his 

“Musical Depreciation” wean 
registered $13,619, despite the fact 
that the ice arena, where they 
played, had no scenery and the 
wings were used as_ backdrops, 
Troupe hit $8,723 in London, On- 
tario, and $4,914 in Peterboro, 
Canada. In Niagara Falls and Lon- 
don, Jones played to sellout houses, 
even though only one-inch ads 
were placed in the local papers, 
Heavy advance sales made further 
plugging unnecessary. 

Upon returning from Canada 
Jones played Rochester for $7.916: 
Syracuse for $8,705; Utica and 
Schnectady grossed $3,500 each 
(both flat dates), and Buffalo, 
where they played on Holy Thurs- 
day (14), produced a terrific $6. 
715. They skipped Good. Friday 
and returned for a $9,192 gross in 
Youngstown Saturday, and $9,172 
Easter Sunday at the Cleveland 
Arena. 














COMEDY MATERIAL 


For All Branches of Theatricals 


FUN-MASTER 


“The ORIGINAL Show-Biz Gag File” 
Nos. 1 to 22 @ $1.00 each 
(Order in Sequence Only) 
SPECIAL: The First 13 Files 
for $8.00!!! 

3 DIFFERENT BOOKS OF PARODIES 
(10 in Each Book) $19 pér Book 


Send 25c¢ for lists of other comeds 
material, sengs, parodies, minstre! 
patter, black-outs, ete. NO C.O.D).'s 


PAULA SMITH 
200 W. 54 St., N. ¥. 19 Clrele 17-1130 
—Every Day Including Sundays— 














YOU MUST VISIT 
RAILWAY LOST PROPERTY 
when in LONDON for Bargains in 
Furs, Fur Coats, Luggage, Travel 
and Sports Goods:—%6a, VIC- 

TORIA STREET, S.W. 1. 
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BARO anp 


Opening MAY 4, 


Opening JUNE 6, LONDON, England 


—For Extended European Tour— 
Thanks to LEW GRADE 


ROGERS 


OLYMPIA, Miami 








Management: JOHNNY LASTFOGEL, 1595 B'way, N. Y. 
IRVING GREENE, Associate 




















CHARLES L. TUCKER'S ENTERPRISES, LTD. 


Take Pleasure in Announcing That They Have Been Appointed 


Exclusive Representatives Throughout the World for 


HE CHARLIVELS 


Currently Starring in Tom Arnold and Emile Littler’s 


“LATIN QUARTER,” at the London Casino 


All Communications—CHARLES L. TUCKER, 17, Shaftesbury Avenue, London, W. 1, England 
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Coast AGVA Sets Up New Election 
To Offset Members’ ‘Rigging’ Charge 


,% 
. a 


Hollywood, April 19. 


Coast members of American 
Guild of Variety Artists will ballot 


for a new board of directors at the 


next regular meeting May 4 as a 
result of charges of “irregularities” 
in the last election. Eddie Rio, 


new Coast chief of the union, act- | 


ing on charges made by his assist- 
ant, Irving Mazzei, will ask a com- 
mittee to count the secret ballots 
publicly during the meeting. 

Mazzei claims that during the 
last election, Florine Bale, then 
Coast head of AGVA, had votes for 
Joe Mole, vet actor, destroyed, thus 
changing the result of the ballot- 
ing. He added that if all Mole’s 
ballots had been properly counted 
he would have been on of the seven 
directors to be seated. Neither 
Rio nor Mazzei would disclose 
which of the present board mem- 
bers won his spot as a result. Maz- 
zei also charges that Miss Bale, in 
violation of AGVA regulations, had 
the votes counted by paid em- 
ployees of the union, local office 
clerical workers. 

Miss Bale, who left over the 
weekend for New York to assume 
her new duties in the union’s na- 
tional headquarters, described the 
charges as “utterly ridiculous.” 

“IT supervised the counting of 
those votes in plain view of the 
assembled members at that meet- 
ing. If the national headquarters 
of AGVA wish to bring up such 
charges, I welcome them.” 

Miss Bale added that she “can- 
not understand” Mazzei, who was 
her assistant for two years, as he 
now is for Rio. “Why didn't he 
bring up such ludicrous charges 
before my transfer?” she asked. 


Jane Froman’s $1,000,000 
Crash Suit Pared To 
$8,291 by High Court 


Alabny, April 19. 
After five years of litigation, 
singer Jane Froman can only col- 
lect a maximum of $8,291.67 for in- 
juries suffered in the Lisbon Clip- 





per crash of 1943, the Court of Ap- ' 
peals ruled last week. The court’s. 


decision declared that the Pan 
American Airway’s liability was 
limited to the maximum award set 
by the terms of the Warsaw con- 
vention which was signed in 1929 
by 30 countries including 
U. S. 

Miss Froman, who reputedly 
spent $100,000 in a series of oper- 
ations and has lost more than sev- 
eral times that amount because of 
inability to accept engagements, 
had sued the airline for $1,000,000. 
She charged injuries were due to 
negligence. , 

Songstress appealed the award 
on the basis that Portugal, where 
the crash occurred, was not a 
party to the Warsaw convention. 


At the time of the crash, Miss | 


Froman was enroute to entertain 
troops for USO-Camp Shows. Roy 
Rognan and dancer Tamara were 


killed ir this accident. Among the | 


survivor. were Lorraine Rognan, 
Yvette and Gypsy Markoff. 

Miss Froman was hospitalized 
for more than a year following the 
crash and since then has been able 


to walk only with the aid of! 


crutches. Last year .she married 
John C, Burn, pilot of the Lisbon 
plane. 


FRANK POPE TO U.S. ON 
VAUDE TALENT HUNT 


London, April 13. 
Frank Pope, who represents the 











'Dorothy Della 


Frisco Group Sponsors 


Autry Rodeo Stand 


Hollywood, April 19. 

Gene Autry’s “Flying A” rodeo 
troupe, including 150 cowhands. 
goes to San Franciso for six per- 
formances, July 29-31, under spon- 
sorship of the Union Square Op- 
timist Club, with profits going to 
the Bay Area Boys Club. 

tiders will compete under sanc- 
tion of the Rodeo Assn. of Ameri- 
ca. Points scored during the six 
performances will be added to their 
total toward the world rodeo cham- 
pionship. 








Cops Crack Down 
On N.Y. Strip Row 


The bumps and grind industry 
in New York got major attention 
last week in the N. Y. press. As 
a result of police activity on Strip 
Row (W. 52d street), three spots 
drew 15-day suspension of licenses 
and a trio of performers had their 
police permits lifted. 

The suspensions for the Club 
Ha Ha, Samoa and Nocturne be- 
came effective Monday (18), for 
permitting indecent shows, while 
the Famous Door was shuttered 
for three days because of enter- 
tainers mixing with customers. 

Betty Howard, of the Ha Ha, 
(Justine) of the 
Samoa and Lynn Garrett of the 
Nocturne, will remain inactive for 
15 days. 

Also competing for space in the 
press was the “fight” between 


' Georgia Sothern and Jo Ann Car- 
roll, both appearing at Bradley’s | 


the | 


Chez Moi, not on 52d but in the 
more fashionable East 54th street 
‘El Morocco) belt. A variety of 
reasons are ascribed as the reason 
for the alleged fracas, but most 
figured it a publicity stunt. 
Business boomed at the spot 
after publication of news and pic- 
tures of the “row.” As a result, 
Bradley’s picked up Miss Sothern’s 
option. However, it was exercised 
a bit too late inasmuch as Miss 
Sothern had committed herself to 
the Samoa. A compromise was ar- 
ranged by Jimmy Lyons, American 
Guild of Variety Artists’ eastern 
regional director, whereby Miss 





Sothern would double between | 


Bradley’s and Samoa for two days 
before Samoa’s suspension went 
into effect. 


2 Ice Shows Plan Tour 
Of So. America Arenas; 
Take Over Fla. Stadium 


Holiday on Ice Shows, Inc., pro- 
ducer of “Holiday on Ice” and “Ice 
Vogues” is planning a major tank 
display invasion of Central and 
| South America. First step has been 
the purchase of the Coral Gables 
Coliseum, Coral Gables, Fla., which 
will become the embarkation point 
‘for its South America hops and 
at the same time will provide the 
shows with a rehearsal space and 
a Miami showcase, 


“Vogues” troupe has already 
‘been booked for the Puerto Rico 
Municipal Baseball Park, where it 





| starts a two-week date on May 2. 


Show follows with stands in Sao 
Paulo, Rio de Janeiro and nego- 
tiations are now on for a Buenos 
Aires stand. 


The larger “Holiday” company 





F. J. Butterworth circuit of 12 the-| started a 16-day date at the Na- 
atres, sails for America April 21! cional stadium, Saturday (16). 


on the Queen Elizabeth. 


Zahl, and Norman Evans, 
of foremost English 
comics. They expect to visit Chi- 
cago May 4, after which they go 
to Hollywood May 7. They return 
to England on the Queen Mary 
May 20, in time for Zahl to stage 
his new big summer revue at the 
Coliseum, Douglas, Isle of Man, in 
which Evans is starring. 


Main object of trip for Pope is 
to line up talent for his theatres, 
in choice of which he will be 
helped by Zahl, who will also try 
to hook up a two-way talent deal. 


He will | 
accompanied by agent Hyman} proximately 35 weeks in the U. S. 


Each of these shows plays ap- 


! 


one and plans to fill out the rest of 
vaudeville the year with South American 


| dates. 
| The Coral Gables purchase gives 
'the corporation control of three 
major arenas. Affiliates and di- 
rectors already control the Sports 
Arena, Toledo, and have a long- 
term lease on the Milwaukee Coli- 
seum. 

Corp. has already appointed B. 
V. Sturdivant, former Latin Amer- 
ican rep for 20th-Fox, to handle 
South American bookings. 


out of Europe. 
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Flagship, Union, N. J., 
Mulls Ice Show Policy 


The Flagship, Union, N. J., 
is considering policy switch from 
bandshows to ice displays. Tom 
Martin, General Artists Corp. 


veepee, this week made a survey of ! 


the spot and feasibility of ice 
shows will be determined shortly. 

Stumbling block in policy change 
is the necessary installation of 


rink. Cost of that will be the de- | 


ciding factor. 


Philly AGVA 
Calls Of Strike 


Vs. Agent Assns. 


Philadelphia, April 19. 

The strike of the local branch 
of the American Guild of Variety 
Artists against booking agents and 
their organizations was terminated 
amicably Thursday night, follow- 
ing a three-hour conference. 

Principal source of contention 
was Dick Jones, recently named 
AGVA rep here. Pressure from the 
agents’ groups and performers led 
to the get-together and subsequent 
truce. 

Bookers have agreed to pay the 
$50 fee for franchises. AGVA had 
called the strike against non-fran- 
chised agents and during the 
squabble only one-fifth of the book- 
ers held franchises. Actually, how- 
ever, the strike was more of a 
threat than a walkout. Only one 
show was-called out during the 
dispute, which, fortunately for 
both sides, took place during 
Holy Week. 

Although the $50 franchise fee 
is still a sore spot, it proved to 
be the poii.t of conciliation. Book- 
ers plan to name a committee to 
take matter before National AGVA. 
Jones said the local AGVA-branch 
would probably be open-handed 
about the whole thing if parent 
union rescinded the fee. 

Another AGVA concession was 
recognition of the agents’ organi- 
zations, Variety Bookers Assn. and 
Entertainment Managers Assn. 


Andrews Sisters Cancel 
European Concert Tour 
Because of Coin Freeze 


Hollywood, April 19. 

Andrews Sisters will forego a 
scheduled six-week tour of Euro- 
pean concerts. Instead, they’ll 
play domestic dates this summer, | 
with three already set at the Chi-| 
cago theatre, June 16; the Roxy,’ 
N. Y., July 1, and the Steel Pier, 
Atlantic City, July 15, each at a 








flat $12,500 weekly. 


Trio’s manager, Lou Levy, had 
worked out European dates and a 


repeat of act’s last summer stand 


at the London Palladium, but it 


'was decided to abandon the trek 





V.H.CS. Sets 9 Variety Units, | Legiter 
For Tour of Veterans’ Hospitals 





Haymes to Make First 
| Brit. Tour in Summer 


Hollywood, April 19. 


this summer for his first appear- 
|ances in the British Isles. 

Trek opens with a week at the 
Empire, Birmingham, Aug. 8, after 
which Haymes stops two frames at 
the Palladium in London. He'll 
play one week in Glasgow before 
returning here shortly after Labo1 
Day. 


Palisades Park's 
5Ist Season Rolls 


Palisades Amusement Park at 
Cliffside Park, N. J., frostily swung 
into its 5lst year Saturday (16) 
when the freshly painted resort 
threw open its gates. Customers, 
concessionaires and _ performers 
alike were chilled by a brisk night 
breeze from the North River that 
was accompanied by a mercury 
drop in the 30’s. 

Operated by the Rosenthal Bros., 
the park appears to be retaining 
the same basic price policy as last 
year. Survey of the eight midways 
showed that most admish taps vary 
between 20c and 25c. But to stimu- 
late interest among the more price 
wary payees, the spot has tabbed 
Thursday as bargain day with 
sharp price cuts for all attractions. 

Some 10 new rides have been 
added to the multiplicity of last 
_year’s, while two new restaurants 
were also unveiled. A holiday bent 
|crowd composed principally of 
/ high school students with a sprink- 
| ling of older folk braved the frigid 
ozone to take in a brief inaugural 
show at the park’s amphitheatre. 

Sam Donahue’s band occupied 
the podium. Protected by over- 
| coats, the boys slapped their palms 
| not in cadence with the music, but 
{to restore the circulation in their 
' digits. Highlight of the evening was 





‘the aerial work contribbed by the | 


Lawrence trio atop a 105 foot pole. | 
The cold obviously was such an ele- | 
ment of risk for the two males and | 
a gal that most of the audience | 
were visibly relieved when the | 


threesome finished its stint. 
Management lined up a flock of 
names to appear for the preem | 
festivities including Maggi Mc-| 
Nellis, Bill Berns, NBC’s roving re- 
porter; disk jockeys Lou Steele, 


Jack Lescoulie and Paul Brenner 
'as well as singer Conrad Thibaut. 
All merely walked on for a polite 


hello with the exception of Miss | 


_McNellis, who introed model Lynn 
Moore, chosen as the “Palisades 
Park Poster Girl.” Concessionaires 


due to the difficulty in getting coin expressed their usual confidence in 


Last year, raiher 
than leave funds frozen abroad, | 
Andrews Sisters bought heavily of | 
English products, on which they 
had to pay an import duty when 
they returned to the U. S. 

Act’s asking price for a video 
shot is $3,000, Levy disclosed, add- 
ing that William Morris agency is 
pitching for an appearance on both 
the Admiral and Texaco NBC-TV 
web shows while they are in the 
east. 


Minsky’ s Carnival, N.Y., 
Will Preem May 15 








radio star, filed suit here in Feq- 
eral Court alleging misuse of his 
name by the Dailey Bros. Circus. 


in Gonzales, Tex., opened its sea- | 
son last Saturday. 
Gene’s brother, is main attraction 


the season’s outlook. Gilb. | 


‘ 





Gene Autry Sues Circus | 
For ‘Misleading’ Billing; 
Asks 306 Damages 


Austin, Texas, April 19. 
Gene Autry, western film and 





The circus, which headquarters 
| 


Doug Autry, 


Prof. Lamberti has been signed | of the circus. 


for Harold Minsky’s Carnival, | 
N. Y., slated to preem May 15.) 
Rest of the show will comprise Tio 
and Corinne Valdez, Tommy Raft. 
Roseanne, Muriel King, Nevada 
Smith and Ralph Young. Addi- 
tional acts are being lined up. 

Minsky is still undecided on an 
admission charge for the cafe, 
such as obtained when he operated 
the Colonial Inn, Hallendale, Fla., 


during the winter. 
} 


Janet Blair Slated | 
For Chi, N. Y. Theatres 


Janet Blair, stage and film 
player, plays the Chicago theatre, 
Chicago, for two weeks opening 
April 29. Follows this with the 
Paramount, N.Y. 

Miss Blair is doing a new act, 
with the Blackburn Twins in sup- 
port. 





In his petitior, Autry asked that | 


the circus be stopped from adver- 


tising the family name “Autry” | 
without giving the same promi- | 
nence to the name “Doug.” He 
said that the present advertising 
and promotion display matter of 
the circus displays the name 
“Autry” in large letters, the name | 
“Doug” in small letters, and uses 
the words “in person.” | 
Unless the circus is enjoined | 
from continuing its present adver- | 
tising practice, Gene Autry exti- | 
mates his professional reputation | 
| 


will be damaged more than $30,000. 


He’s currently staging a series of | 
one nighters throughout the state. | 





Reopening for summer, May 3. 
Hotel St. Regis (N. Y.) Roof will 
feature dance music by Milt Shaw 
and Laszlo & Pepito orks. 


, on the violin. 
/KDYL post, Jelesnik had his own 


‘the Riviera Club here. 


* Veterans Hospital Camp Shows 
| will have 10 new units touring the 
| Army, Navy and Veterans Admin- 


istration hospitals by the end of 
next month. Approximately 60 
acts will be given a six month 


'route through 120 hospitals in 42 
Dick Haymes goes to England | 


states. 

Stress this year will again be on 
variety units. Legit will be lim- 
ited to one production inasmuch 
as hospital medicos have found 
that vaude is easier for the 
patients to follow. 

Program was accelerated under 
direction of Lawrence Phillips, 
acting VHCS general manager. 
One unit, “Greet the Girls,” is al- 
ready out on the road, and rehear- 
sals started last week for “Musi- 
cal Charms” built around an all- 
girl band, with Grayson Sisters, 
Louise Terry, Estelle & Charles 
Kraft and Vickie Villani, which 
will preview at Floyd Bennett 
Field, Brooklyn, tomorrow (21) be- 
fore its South Carolina opening. 

“Vaudeville on Parade” will tee 
off at Fayetteville, Ark. Unit has 
Roy Smeck, Ray Walters, Three 
Rays, Henry Van Quartet and 
Julie Ballew. An all-Negro troupe, 
“Dixie Jubilee,” will preem at Ben- 
nett Field, April 29. Claude Hop- 
kins quartet, Strut Flash, John 
W. Cooper, Garner and Wilson, 
Ray Pearle, and Four Stepperettes, 
comprise this layout. 

“Gay Nineties,” an  oldtimer 
show with Will Oakland, Lillian 
Ashton, Bob King Quartet, opens 
at Fayetteville, Ark., May 2. “Fun 
Fare” with Cappy Barra, Sandra 
Joyce, Lou Selden, Charlie Har- 
ris and Rhythmettes, preems at 
Oteen, N. C., May 2. “Follies of 
1949” starts at the Madigan Gen- 
eral Hospital, Ft. Lewis, Washing- 


i'ton, May 9, with Mandy Kay, Joyce 


Brazelle, Jean Bedini, Harry Hines, 
Marie Cord and Peter Meersman, 


| ‘‘Happy Holiday” is set for the Til- 
|den General 
/N. J., May 16, with the Hollidays, 
, Marian Kingsley, Martingales, Dor- 


Hospital, Ft. Dix, 


othy and Helen Blosson and Lee 


| Foster Quartet in the lineup. 


One unit, “Nations in Review,” 
will be produced on the Coast for 
a debut at the Fitzsimmons Gen- 


| eral Hospital, Denver. 


Sole legit effort is “The Milky 


Way,” to be directed by Ezra 
Stone, opening May 23 at the Let- 
terman General Hospital, San 
Francisco. 





30-Piece Symph’s Hypo 
To Salt Lake Pixer May 
Key New Vaudfilm Policy 


Salt Lake City, April 19. 


Success of five pop concerts by 
a 30-piece symphony orch as stage 
attraction with “Boy With Green 
Hair” at the Uptown theatre may 
cue in e series of programs by live 
musicians as adjuncts to film bills. 


Musicians, 75% of whom were 
members of the Utah Symphony, 
were directed by Eugene Jelesnik, 
musical director of KDYL. Shows 
on weekend of April 10-12 jammed 
the house with film fans who 
haven’t seen live performers in a 
local picture house since the old 
days of vaudeville. 


Stunt got an enthusiastic reac- 
tion, including reviews in three 
papers and an editorial in the Salt 
Lake Telegram. Press termed the 
concert “the beginning of a new 
era in show business on the local 
scene,” “a shot in the arm for the 
theatre” and “an experiment in 
music for the masses shat may pro- 
vide entertainment for the audi- 
ence and employment for 
musicians.” 

Program incluuded solos by 
Florence Marie Gates, soprano; 
Larry Pryor, pianist, and Jelesnik 
Before taking the 


band. During the war he was 
soloist with a USO-Camp Shows 


unit. 





Take Over Tex Nitery 


Corpus Christi, April 19. 
Bandleader Hal Wasson and 
Frank Duprey, former Michigan 
nitery operator, have purchased 
Wasson 
will install his band at the spot 
Friday (22). 


Cafe will book name attractions 


| when available. 
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Night Club Reviews 


Glass Hat. N. ¥. 
(HOTEL BELMONT PLAZA) 
Kate Murtah, Ziggy Lane, Pur- 

cell & Rave, Eddie Stone Orch; 
$3 minimum. 





Glass Hat has three good acts 
in its new spring layout but could 
use a fourth tor better pacing. 
Fast-stepping Purcell & Raye are 
needed in the opening slot for 
initial zing but then Ziggy Lane 
and Kate Murtah, both singers, 
follow with -nothing to break the 
songfest sequence. Miss Murtah’s 
uninhibited zanyisms might classi- 
fy her as a comedienne rather 
than a singer, but even so the 
show would play better with an 
intervening act 

Purcell and Raye show plenty 
of verve and youthful sparkle in 
their three numbers, as well as 
masterful tapping techniques. At 
tractively costumed, they have a 
neat flirtation song to set the mood 
for their terping, follow with a 
fast and bright routine and close 
with a smart deadpan number that 
underlines their versatility. Get 
off here to good response. 

Lane shows he_ knows _ this 
room’s clientele by pitching almost 
everything to the tourists, who 
comprise most of the audience. He 

















Proven Success for 
TV — VAUDEVILLE— 
NITE CLUBS, ETC. 


Currently Appearing 


CAPITOL 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 
April 14-20 


Dir.: MILES INGALLS 
Hotel Astor, New York City 





‘hands out free roses to the femme 

ringsiders for added punch to his 
“Red Roses For a Blue Lady,” vo- 
calizes some special lyrics to glam- 
orize New York in “Lullaby of 
| Broadway” and gets the audience 
to join him in “You Made Me Love 
You.” With all that, he has a pleas- 
ant set of pipes, pitched midway 
between tenor and baritone, and 
an infectious personality, both of 
which help him sell. He could use 
a migratory mike on his “Roses” 
number, instead of lugging that 
heavy stationary one around the 
floor. 

Miss Murtah, formerly one ol 
the three Murtah Sisters, has car 
ried that group’s comedy into her 
solo work. This room, unfortunate- 
ly, is too small for her antics, giv 
ing her the impression of over 
selling Her wide-open gestures 
and loud, throaty voice practically 
numb the audience into submis 
sion, but she would go great on 
a vaude stage or in a larger nitery. 
Most of her material is tinted blue 
and the best is her satire of a 
Brooklynesque dancing instructor. 
She did six numbers here on night 
caught (14), about two too many 
for best results. 

Eddie Stone orch back the show 
neatly and continue to serve up 
some of the best music for straight 
dancing among similar — 

stal. 


Clover Club. Miami 
Miami Beach, April 13. 
De Castro Sisters (3), Belmonts 
(2). Frank Linale’s Orch, Woody 
Woods: $2.50 minimum, 


One of these days that over- 
emphatic wiggle is going to be 
taken out of the De Castro Sisters, 
and then where will they be? Not 
very far, maybe, but then again, 
there is the question of how far 
can they go with that boundless 
energy? It isn’t the boundless en- 
ergy that’s so important as is the 
too frequent lack of restraint. that 
the sisters put into their act. 

That goes especially for the 
youngest of the trio. Once they 
used to be a turn that had a fresh 
s.a., verve and the know-how in 
putting over a tune. Now they're 
putting a little too much into it, 
and that’s where the “baby” sister 
comes in. Those grimaces, that 
over-sensitized shaking of the der- 
riere—these are not part of the 
De Castre Sisters as they were 
known perhaps only a year ago in 
New York, when they were caught 
at the Havana-Madrid. Somebody 
has told them that they’ve got to 
put a little more personality into 
the act, and they're overdoing it. 

And the little sister has _ be- 
come almost offensive in her as- 
sorted would-be comedy mugging 
and maneuvers. Otherwise, they’re 
still doing the varied Latin rhyth- 
mics, and apparently going over 
with the general run of customers. 
So who cares, apparently, what a 
professional critic says? 














Queeneees|N PHILADELPHIA, PA.co_, 
1 T 
CLINTON HOTEL Feces 
200 OUTSIDE ROOMS 
from *2 DAILY 


SPECIAL WEEKLY RATES 
HOUSEKEEPING FACILITIES 


Beautiful Bir Conditioned Cocktad Lounge 
GM WALKING DISTANCE OF ALL THEATRES 


The Belmonts, ballroom team, do 
‘nicely in holding over on this bill, 
though the girl has a habit of 
posturing and grimacing a little 
too much. And she could take a 
lesson in costuming. The pair 
| dances with enthusiasm; his lifts 
|} are particularly adroit. 
| Frank Linale’s orch neatly plays 
' for show and dancing, having been 
recently at the now-closed Beach- 
comber. Kahn. 
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| 
Swiss Chalet, Chi 
(BISMARCK HOTEL) ._ 
Chicago, April 14. 
Gupsy Markoff, Joe Isbell, John- 
ny Brewer Orch; $2.00 minimum, 
$1.05 cover. 


| 
| 


} 


In keeping with motif of room, 
Swiss Chalet has established yodel- 
er Joe Isbell as almos. permanent ' 
fixture, in a new -entertainment | 
format. Isbell creates atmosphere 
by yodeling three items as an ap-| 
petizer. Dance sets follow, with 
floorshow coming’ three-quarters 
of an hour later. 

Gypsy Markoff, on first Chi en- 
gagement, exhibits deft fingering 
on the accordion, with her ar- 
rangement of “J’Echant,” aided by 
her own vocal rendish, following 
with “‘Horastaccato” and an Hun- 
garian medley. Introing her own 
numbers, she creates mood and 
holds audience throughout stint 

Solid applause brings her back 
for encore on “Always True to 
You In My Fashion.” “Vienna 
Beauties” and “Lover.” Johnny 
Brewer backs capably, also for the 
dance sets. Greg. 


leeland, N. Y. 


Greta Lind, Harriet Lane, Ca 
tron Bros. (2), Sid Burns, Fields 
& Pam, Guy Martin line (6), Jack 
Palmer Orch, Al Cavalero 3; $2 
minimum. 

For the small monetary outlay. 
the Iceland offers a good entertain- 
ment buy. This smorgasbord palast 
offers a quartet of acts, a line and 
country games for a $2 minimum, 
which accurding to any standards 
is something that the budget-con 


scious patrons will consider. The | 
Iceland also makes a bid for the! 


pre-theatre dinner trade by start- 
ing shows at 7 p.m. 

Most of the bill here is in the 
New Act category. Some of them 
have been around, while others are 
making their first bid for Gotham 
attention. 

The Catron Bros. are the vets 
in this spot. Thev’re smart hoofers 
who can exhibit their cleat-work 
practicall; anywhere. Their chat- 
ter is something else again. Some 
of it is good, but the majority 
needs overhauling. 

The newcomers comprise Greta 
Lind. a Scandinavian import; Har- 
riet Lane, an acro dancer: comic 
Sid Burn: and Fields & Pam, a 
roller skating duo. The Guy Mar- 
tin line is niftily costumed and ,do 
three good numbers. Jack Palmer 
Orch backs the show and the Don 
Cavallaro trio does the rhumba 
relief. Jose. 
Kitty Davis’. Miami B’ch 

Miami Beach, April 14. 

Sam Levenson, Fisher & White, 
The Irelands (3), Kenny Davis, 
Johnny Silvers Orch; no minimum 
at dinner; supper, $1.50. 


Though switching from the Rou- 
manian theatre restaurant policy 
which coined dough for them 


through the season, Kitty and’ 


Danny Davis, in their summer op- 
eration revert back to the old Kitty 
Davis Airliner tag, and still pur- 
veying the backlog of booking with 
good results. 

In Sam Levenson (New Acts) 
they have a borscht belt-club date 
story weaver who is a sock laugh- 
maker. 

Fisher and White are familiars 
here, having played this room in 
past seasons. Style is basically the 
same, with White doing the songs 
and straight biz that highlight the 
comedy of the plastic-panned Fish- 
er. Some of their stuff is a bit 
worn though dressed in new musi- 
cal background, but overall, they | 
hit for solid laughs. ; 

The Irelands are a_ standard! 
dance trio. Their “dwarf” routine 
brings them into click class, also} 
the solo spins and twists of the 
femmes. 

Kenny Davis, young son of the | 
owners, is breaking into the biz 
as an emcee. Lad has effective | 
personality and should do nicely, | 
once he learns the ropes. Lary. 


El Meoroeeo. Mont’! 
Montreal, April 19. 
Johnny Howard, Carmen Lewis, 
Joan & Ernie Layden, Wally Wan- 
ger Line (6), Wally Newman Orch 
(12); $2 minimum. 








'a fave in Frisco, clicks heftily in 


| comprise “Someone to Watch Over 
'Me,” and “I’d Be a Fool” for solid 





Current layout featuring come- 
dian Johnny Howard will be the | 
last in the present location. Club! 
shutters May 1 as entire block is| 
to be torn down to make way for 
an office building. 

A sure click with the payees in 
this particular boite, Howard rides 
high, wide and blue. His delivery 
is fast, easy-going, and garners 
plaudits in his 40-minute stint. 
Crowd pleaser is his whistling of 
“Hungarian Rhapsody,” which fol- 
lows his dialect stories, and “‘Clan- 
cy Lowered the Boom” for solid 
applause and beg-off. 

Joan and Ernie Layden cover 
average tapping with much _ per- 
sonality. Duo offers three numbers, 


| " 
plus a co' ple of solos that please. | ° 
Newcomer to the local circuit is‘ p re 
Carmen I ewis, a tall brunet with | S Igns 
a good variety of songs. Newt. | 

| With Talent Gui 

(HOTEL RADISSON) ent ll d 
Minneapolis, April 16. , 

Lucille & Eddie Roberts, John) American Guild of Variety Art. 
Laurenz, Mel Cooper orch (7); ists signed the Cole Bros. circys 
$2.50 minimum. to a contract after two weeks of 

ee ; | negotiations in Louisville, Ky. Vice 

A pleasant floorshow interlude is | Connors and Emil Loew, AGVA 
provided by the popular Lucille | organizers who handled deal rx 
and Eddie Roberts, playing their turned Monday night (18) w; ore 
third date here, and John Laurenz, contract calling for $50 mj with a 
making his Minneapolis debut. It See chases, Peincinnt od ‘nimums 
combines mystifying “thought “wor dieienedl " i} “ele won't 
transference” spiced with laughs |; ae nui Connors and 
and intriguing vocalizing. oew make their report to the 

The Roberts continue to amaze AGVA national board. 
by the smooth and slick manner Current on the AGVA agenda 
in which they perform their hocus- is the Ringling Bros. and Barnum 





Flame Room. Mpls. 


pocus tint What makes it more | & Bailey circus, current at the 
than a run-of-the-mill telephathic | Madison Square Garden, N. Y It’s 
offering, too, is the pair’s show- doubtful that a contract wil] be 


manship and mixture: of care 
tricks. dry humor and just a bit 
of clowning with the principal 
stint In this intimate room it 
rates top standing. 

Laurenz, who has done most of 
his work in films, looks to have a 
highly successful supper club, the- 
atre and disk future. He’s a high- Leni Lynn tagged for the Latin 
ly personable chap with an excel- Casino, Phitadelphia, May 4 
lent voice that’s heard to fine ad- Harry Richman due at the Carni- 
vantage in such pops as “Red Roses val, Minneapolis, June 23. 
for a Blue Lady,” “Careless 


effected by the time the show quits 
the Garden, May 8. It’s probable 
that Connors and Loew will be 
dispatched to Boston, its next 
stand, to continue negotiations. 














Hangs.” “Abie,” “Just Gne BEORO | acccseeiemieene eee 
Chance” and ‘“‘La Paloma.” -Has 
to beg off. 
The Mel Cooper orch, as usual, 
scores with its show backing and 
customer dancing Rees. 
een © “A COMEDY 
Village Barn, N. Y. : OF ERRORS" 
» (FOLLOWUP) AT 
etaining the basic framework 
of the last show with holdovers of CHASE HOTEL 
the Abbey Albert orch and Three ST. LOUIS 
Gay Blades, this Greenwich Village —— 
spot is still dishing up a palatable Management 
hayseed type of entertainment. WM. MORRIS 


Major attraction of this nitery con- 
tinues to be the hillbilly surround- 
ings, the deliberately corny atmos- 
phere and the combo of floorshow 
and country community dances. 

Top act among the newcomers 
is Allen and Nobles, a smart-look- 
ing and snappily-routined hoofing 
team. Guy-and-gal duo execute 
fancy tap-terping numbers jointly 
and solo in top style. Toby Deane, 
gal vocalist doubling as emcee, has 
a better personality than voice but 
manages to please with some 
laryngal tricks. 

Alternating with Albert’s orch 
for customer dansapation, Korny 
Klowns (4) also perform a zany 
comedy number a la Spike Jones. 
It’s an okay item for this spot but 
it’s too imitative for much of @ 
future Herin. 


Rese Room, S. F. 
(PALACE HOTEL) 
San Francisco, April 7. | 
Guy Cherney, Ray Hackett orch 
(12); cover, $1-$1.50. 


AGENCY 
Pers. Rep.: 
TOM FITZPATRICK 


IN “49 
IT'S 


The Amazing Mr. 


BALLANTINE 
CARDINI 


“Cardini, Easily the Best of 
the Sleight-of-Henders.” 


ABEL, VARIETY 
MARCH 9th, 1949 





























The warm quality of Guy Cher- 
ney’s singing, which has made him 


this supper room. Specializing in 
torchants and ballads, his items 


response. Followups include ‘‘Gal- 
way Bay,” “Biuebird Singing in 
My Heart.” “So in Love” and oth- 
er items which win additional ap- 
plause. 

Ray Hackett’s orch backs show 
adeptly and does equally well for 
customer dansapation. Ted. 


MCA WM. MORRIS AGENCY 
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VARIETY BILLS 


WEEK OF APRIL 20 





eral connection with bills below indica 

aha > whether full or split wee 
in parentheses indicates circuit: (I) Independent; (L) Loew; (M) Moss 

Lote) Paramount; (R) RKO; (8) Stoll; (W) Warner; (WR) Walter Reade 


fe opening day of show 








ew YORK CITY 
” Capitol (L) 21 | 
Art Mooney Ore 
James Barton 
Rose Murphy 
Stan Kavanagh 
music Hall (1) 21 | 
Paul Haakon | 
Salici Puppets | 
Harrison & Fisher | 
Gloria Lane | 
John Schickling | 
Rockettes | 
Corps de Ballet | 
Sym Orc 
Paramount (P) 20 
Duke’ Ellington & 
Ore : | 
ily Eckstine | 
Powell & Bowser 
Peck & Peck 
Roxy (i) 22 
Vivian Blaine 
Leo de Lyon 
McCarthy & Farrell 
Rookies 
Joan Hyldoft 
Strand (W) 22 
Lionel Hampton Orc 
Red & Curley 
Mantan Moreland | 
Kitty Murray | 
BUFFALO 
State (L) 21 | 
Louis Prima Ore 
Nonchalants 
Jane Wynn 
CAMDEN | 
Stanley (W) 24 only | 
4 Skating Macks } 
Peggy Mann 
Peter Lorre 
3 Stooges 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (P) 20 
esi Arnaz Bd 
lic & Adio 
Pat Henning 
Oriental (i) 21 
Jane Russell 
Abbott Dancers 
W & G Ahearn 
Jimmy O’Brien 
DAYTON 
Keiths (R) 20 
Frankie Carle & 
Ore 
— Bros 
enson & Mann 
KINGSTON 
Broanway (WR) 


‘Arco & Gee 
Harts 
Adamson 2 
drienne 
at Henry 
LONG BRANCH 
Paramount (WR) 
26 only 
B & C Robinson 
Al Stevens 
Janie. Stevens 
ee Bros 
edell & Matson 
MIAMI 
Olympia (P) 26 
relands 
Mears McLanahan 
rank Payne 
Little Jack Little 
Coco, Steve & Eddy 
PERTH AMBOY 
Majestic (WR) 
20 only 
‘Arco & Gee 
Harts 
Adamson 2 
Adrienne 
Pat Henry 
PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (W) 22 
he & Macks 





eggy Mann 
eter Lorre 
Stooges 
PLAINFIELD } 
Oxford (WR) 25 only 
B& Robinson 
Al Stevens 
anie Stevens 
raziano Bros 
dell & Matson 
ROCKFORD 
» Palace (1) 22-24 
42nd St Follies” 





| Tune 


Walter Jennier & 

Buddy 

John Gallus 

Frank & Peggy 
Cole 3 

Knight Sis 

Judy Kelly 

SAN FRANCISCO 

Golden Gate (R) 20 


| Jack Carson 


Marion Hutton 
Robert Alda 
Hal Marsh 
Bob Sweeney 


| George Mann 


3 D’s 
SARATOGA 
SPRINGS 

Congress (WR) 
4 only 

D’Arco & Gee 

2 Harts 

Adamson 2 

Adrienne 

Pat Henry 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (L) 21 


| Woody Herman Orc 


Mel Torme 

Neal Stanley 
AMSTERDAM 
Rialto (1) 28-30 

Gold Tony 


| Stagg McMann 3 


Shirley La Valle 
Milt Douglas Co 
3 Reddingtons 
URN 
Auburn (1) 28-30 
Adamson Duo 
Musical Johnsons 
Tattlers 
O’Neill & Cathy 
Gaudsmith Bros 


CORTLANDT 
State (1) 28-30 
Tselaks 


Miss Adrienne 

Morey & Eaton 

Neal Stanley 

1 to Come 
CUMBERLAND 
Strand (1) 27-28 


| Glenn Henry 2 


Nivelles 
Al Norman 
Plutocrats 
GENEVA 
Geneva (i) 28-30 
Val Eddy 
Kay & Aldrich 
2 Chords 
Henry J Kelly 
Beebe’s Bears 
GLOVERSVILLE 
Glove (I) 28-30 
Hollidays 
Watts & Newman 
Anthony & Rogers 
Neal Stanley 
Dolinofé & Raya 
Sis 
HOLYOKE 
Valley Arena (1) 1 
Frank Marlowe 
E Lawrence Orc 
Tune Tattlers 
Jacky Bright 
Watts & Newman 
LEXINGTON 
Ben Ali (i) 28-30 
Bud Carlell & Rosa 
Gloria French 


| Keaton & Armfield 


3 Radio Ramblers 
1 to fill 
LOCKPORT 
Palace (i) 28-30 
2 Hearts 
Betty Hampden 


1 
| 





G & B Bernard 
Eddie Bayes 
Bobbie Kimber 
Henri Vadden Co 
Les Silvas 
V & J Crastonian 
Harry Bailey 
LEICESTER 
Palace (S) 18 
Jasper Maskelyne 
Morris & Cowley 
Freddie Forbes 
Angela Barrie 
Schaller Bros 
Terry 
Soplisticates 
LIVERPOOL 
Empire (M) 18 
E & D Waters 


| Jack Daly 
i Johnny Lockwood 
| Young China Tpe 


Reg Varney 
LONDON 
Palladium (M) 18 


| Kathryn Grayson 


| Johnnie 


Johnston 
Ethel Smith 
Ted Ray 


| Terry Thompson 


| Alexander Trp 


G Pope & Georgette 


| Arthur Worsley 


2 Maxwells 
Jose Moreno Co 
MANCHESTER 
Hippodrome (S) 
Dave Morris 
Douglas Byng 
Russell Swan 
Bobbie Kimber 
Terry O'Neill 
Les Breato 


18 


| Les Valettos 


Les Celeste 
NEWCASTLE 
Empire (M) 18 

Len Stewart 


| Shiela Hamilton 


Maurice Barlow 

4 Eskimos 

Fred Brezin 

Rene Strange 

Wondrous 

Marjorie Chase 
NORWICH 

Hippodrome (1) 18 


| Amazing Fogel 


2 Pirates 
Gloria Gaye 


| Reggie Dennis 


Sensational 
Denvers 


| Morecambe & 


ise 
Sylvia 
Sensational Kovacs 
Late Extra Lovlies 
NOTTINGHAM 
Empire (M) 18 
Vie Oliver 
June Manton 
Jeanette Hughes 


| Ernie Brooks 
| Elizabeth Gray 


Fielder & Harriett | 


Buddy Ebsen 
Arleys 
ONEONTA 
Oneonta (i) 28-28 
& S Taylor 
ane’s Birds 
Pat Rooney Jr 
Wilfred Mae 3 
1 to fill 
WATERTOWN 
Avon (i) 28-30 
Quinlans 


| Silver Rhythm 


C Fredericks Co 
Barney Grant 
3 Edwards Bros 


BRITAIN 


ASTON 
Hippodrome (1) 18 
dimmy Mack 
Francis Whitmer 
3 Loonies 
George Alex 
eggy Ann Taylor 
pangled Beauties 
aymond Barry 
Terry’s Juveniles 

BIRMINGHAM 
Hippedrome (M) 16 
farry Adler 

ax Wall 
Tommy Jover 

af Pat & Julian 

ill Waddington 
io Angels 

Volants 
Curzon 3 

BOSCOMBE 

ippodrome (1) 18 
Du Barry Lovlies 

en Martell 


eorge Williams 
Dutch Serenaders 
BRADFORD 
Alhambra (Mm) 18 
Rex & ssie 
onte Rey 
arry Worth 
ed & Paul King 
Sharpe & Iris 
tainless Stepben 


oray Broz. & 
ave 





E Arnsley & 
Gloria 
Krandon & Karna 


BRIGHTON 
Hippodrome (M) 18 
3 Adairs 
G & B Bernard 
Krazy Komedy | 

irks 
Scott Sanders 
Tattersall & Jerry 

Jokers 
Henri Vadden Co | 
Frank Evers & } 
Dolorez | 
CHISWICK 
Empire (S) 18 
Anne Shelton 
Leon Cortez 
Jane 
Del Monico Co 
Musical Elliotts 
Les Douncos 
Artemus 





| 
| Barbara Leigh 





EDINBURGH 


Empire (M) 18 

H Elliott 

ertie Gitana 
Ella Shields 
Lily Morris 
Randolph Sutton 
Talbot O’Farrell 
Billy Danvers 
Struthard 
Sereno & Joy 


FINSBURY PARK 


Empire (M) 18 
Reid Twins 
Julie Andrews 
Ted Andrews & 

Barbara 
Del Mondi 
Tommy Fields 
Lionel King 
‘Terry Thomas 
Olga Varona 
Georgie Wood 
Dolly Harmer 
soo ke 

oger y 
GLASGOW 

Empire (mM) 18 
Francoise Flore 
Jackie Hunter 
Marqueez 
Raymond Girerd 
Helen Crerar 
Vivian Et Tassi 
Trois De Mille 


GRIMSBY 
Palace (i) 18 
Syd Seymour Bd 
Constance Evans 
Curtis & Lavole 


David Williams 
Adele 

Speedacs 
Madhatters Bd 
Danny Gray 
Seymour Lovlies 


HACKNEY 
Empire (S$) 18 
Roy Baker 
Billy Russell 
Baudy’s Greyhounds 
Gladys Hay 
Chow Ding Co 
2 Playboys 
Cottfell Bros & 
Margaret 
Inger 


LEEDS 
Empire (M) 18 


R & M Lamar 


Alan Kay & Gloria 
Fred Lovelle 
Stevil Sis 
Bunny Doyle 
Victoria Tpe 
PORTSMOUTH 
Royal (M) 18 
Alpha 3 
Chico Marx 
Babette 
Len Clifford & 
Freda 
Olsen & Sea Lion 
Raydini 
Slim Rhyder 
Raymond Smith 
SCUNTHORPE 
Savoy (i) 18 
Peggy Bailey 
Buck Douglas 
Sgt. O’Doughty 
Jimmy Hawthorne 
Bunkhouse Boys 
SHEFFIELD 
Empire (M) 18 
3 Fayes 
D & J O’Gorman 
3 Monarchs 
Slim Allan 
Beryl Seton 
4 Yeomen 
Helen Darmora 
Shepherds Bush 
Empire (S) 18 
Primo Scala Bd 
Jack Train 
Iris Sadler 
Davies & Lee 
El Granadas 
Nelson Lloyd 
Billington 
Les Ritchie & 
Wendy 
SUNDERLAND 
Empire (M) 18 
Biily Cotton Bd 
Tessie O’Shea 
Hotley 3 
Joe Black 
Alan Clive 
Cooper Twins 
Hamilton & Vassi 
SWANSEA 
W Empire (M) 18 
Prof Jimmy 
Edwards 
Freddie Frinton 
Joyce Golding 
St Clair & Day 
Renee Piat & 
Naudty 
Letizia Otero 
Bruno Ruggeri 
Finlay Bros 
Heather Furnell 
WOLVERHAMP- 
TON 


Hippodrome (i) 18 

Lee Brooklyn 

Frank Normby 

4 O’Keefe Sis 

N & V Munroe 

Peggy Stone 

Mike Howe 
bh 

(i) 

















| Maureen O’Dell Empire 18 
Lionel Smith Albert Grant 
Les Trayner & Renee Becke 
Betty Fred Hugh 
Cabaret Bills 
NEW YORK CITY 
Bagatelle { Chapuseaux 
Dorothy Ross Tina Ramirez 
Day, Dawn & Los Guaracheros 
Dusk Vizeaino Ore 





Jack Prince 
Jack Corlies 


Bive Angel 
Murray & Owen 


Martha Davis 
Bop City 
Artie Shaw Ore 
Ella Fitzgerald 
Herb Jefferies 


Cafe Society 
Golden Gate 4 
Ronnie Graham 
Geo Shearing Ore 
Diamond Horseshoe 
George Givot 
Lucienne & Ashour 
Jack Gansert 
Billy Banks 
Chora! Sextet 
H Sandler Ore 
Alvarez Mera 
Juenger Ballet Line 


Hotel Pierre 
Eric Thorson 
Sujata & Asoka 
Stanley Melba Ore 
Ralph Lane Orc 


Leon & Eddie‘s 
Eddie Davis 
Marie Shaw 
Taja 
Maria Lamonte 
Billy Frick 
Croydons 
Danny Sullivan 
Shepard Line 

Old Roumanian 
Sadie Banks 
Bob Fitzgerald 
Carmen Montoya 
Mickey Freeman 
Joanne Florio 
Joe LaPorte Ore 
D’Aquila Ore 
Hotel Savoy Piaze 
Howard Hartman 
Irving Conn Ore 

Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 

Latin Quarter 
Frank Libuse 
George Price 
Florida 3 
Tanyi & Biagi 
Steffen-Martel) 8 
Elissa Jayne 
Ruth Brown 
Margot Brander 
Art Waner Ore 
B Harlow Ore 

Copacabana 


| Martin & Lewis 


| 


Vagabonds 
Penny Carroll 
Jack Cassidy 
M Durso Ore 
Alvares Ore 
China Doll 
Ming & Ling 
Paddy Wing 
Noro Morales Ore 
Jose Curbello Orc 
Line (7) 
El Chico 
Rosita Rios 
Damtiron & 


Hotel St Regis 
Julie Wilson 
Laszlo & Pepito 
M Shaw Orc 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Lawrence Welk Or 
Hotel New Yorker 
Nat Brandwynne 
Ore 
Johnny Flannagan 
Mona McDonal 
Joan Walden 
Aileen Graff 
Elouise Christiana 
Barbara Frazier 
Bruce Mapes Jr 
Dick Price 
Tony Bavaar 
Michael Meehan 


dy Howard Orc 
Hotel Plaza 
Hildegarde 
Salvatore Gioe Orc 
Mark Monte Orc 
Payson Re Orc 
Nycola Matthey Or 
Le Ruban Biev 
Raymond Chase 
3 Riffs 
Kirkwood & 
Goodman 
Monica Boyar 
Norman Paris 3 
Julius Monk 
Le Coq Rouge 
Sara Ann McCabe 
Oscar Calvet Ore 
Jack Towne Orc 
Olid Knick 
Jerry Bergen 
Bobbie Martin 
Evelyn Ward 
Walter Kiavun 
Nancy Hanks 
Clara Cedrone 
Havana-Madrid 
Estelita 
Raquel & Rolando 
Kenneth Buffet 
Mildred Ray Line 
Quintero Ore 
Argueso Orc 
Hotel Belmont-Plaze 
Ziggy Lane 
Kate Murtah 
Purcelle & Ray 
Eddie Stone Ore 
Castellanos Ore 
Hotel Biltmore 
Phil Wayne Orc 
Harold Nagel Ore 
Hotel Edison 
Henry Jerome 
No Fifth Ave 
Martha Wright 
Hazel Webster 
Downey & Fonville 
Hotel Ambassador 
Fred Oliver Orc 
William Adler Ore 
William Scotti 
Penthouse 
Gigi Durston 
| Mark Sebastian 
Kurt Maier 
Savannah 





| Billy Daniels 


Teddy Hales 


| 
| 


| 
| 


| 





| 


| Bob Grant Ore 


DePaur & Toulag Karen Tedder 
Manhattan Paul Masked Marvel 
Ida James Mystrom 3 

Bute Mason , Piute Pete 

auline Bryan’ 

Shotsie Davis Poarcge- Vengueré 
Rosetta Davis osh White 
Estretita ool 
oe Ore C Williams q 
Jean Sablon ye mrp 


Waldorf-Astoria 
Morton Downey 
Eddy Duchin Ore 
Mischa Borr Ore 


CHICAGO 


Blackhawk 
Al Trace Ore 
Bob Vincent 
Jackie Van 
Red Maddock 
Dave DeVore 


Panchito Orc 
Village Barn 
Red Ingle Ore 


Kirby Hawks 

Ed Prentiss 

Bill Snyder Ore 

Charles Tate 
Hotel Stevens 

“Skating Circus” 





Lee Pines Betty Atkinson 
Hotel Bismark Charles Hain 
Gypsy Markoff Wonder Wheelers 
Joe Isbell Brinckmann Sis. 
J Brewer Ore Skating Blvdears 

Helsings Charles & Lucille 
Al Morgan Jack Raffloer 
Evelyn Terry Jerry Mapes 
|} Lenny Colyer Gerry & Du... * 


| Frankie Hyle 


| George Tapps 
c 





| 


| 





| and 





| shots for an educational film. 


| 
| 





Ore | 


Billy Chandler Ore | Paimer House 


H Edgewater Beach | Barclay Allen O 
Henry Brandon Ore! Dorothy Shay 
Marianne Fedele M Abbott Ders (0) 
Preston Lambert Blackstone 

D Hild Dancers (6) | Peter Lind Hayes 

| Mary Healy 


hez Paree La Salle Ore (14) 
Joe E. Lewis Vine Gardens 
Geneve Dorn Phil Foster 
Barry Sis Martin Burnett 
Blair & Dean Jessie Rosella 
Chez Paree Ginger Kinney 
Adorables Mel Cole Orc 


Pancho Orc 

Silver Frolics 
Marie Lawler 
Jimmy Ames 
Frolic Lovelies (4 
Bud Prentice Ore 


J Rodriquez Ore 

C Davidson Q (11) 
Sherman Hotel 

Margaret Gibson 

Gloria Van 

Harry Hall 








Circus Review 











Cole Bros. Cireus 
(FAIRGROUNDS, LOUISVILLE) 
Louisville, April 19. 

Cole Bros. Circus, under new 
management, opened at the State 
Fairgrounds, where the show has 
winter quarters. It will winter in 
Miami next year, where a 200-acre 
tract of land has been leased, and 
management intends to operate a 
year-around zoo on the site. Local 


New 


GRETA LIND 
Songs 

12 Mins. 
Iceland, N. Y. 

Greta Lind, blonde Scandinavian 
import, looks like she'll make a 
mark once she adapts herself to 
American methods of showman- 
ship. An accomplished songstress 
who can tackle virtually any type 
tune, skilled in languages and pos- 
sessing a good coloratura, Miss 
Lind will be ready for bigtime 
once she can project personality. 





She works leisurely and builds 
as she goes along. At the present 
time, Miss Lind is content to im-| 
press on the strength of her pipes 
and melodic content of her tunes. | 
| At show caught she did Swedish, | 
French, and Spanish numbers, and 
only one American tune. She gets | 
| good response at every number. 
Jose, 








THREE ROOKIES 
Comedy Skaters 

| 7% Mins. 

| Roxy, N. Y. 

Garbed in World War I army 
uniforms, the Three Rookies are a. 
comedy skating turn that relies 
heavily upon slapstick touches. 
| Latter mainly includes liberal use 
| of a bucket of water whose con-| 
| tents are applied with gusto to each 
| individual. 
| When skating about the ice rink | 
|in unison the boys do this with | 
| precision. However, the same can’t | 
| be said of their attempts at comedy 
for most of these sallies are too 
forced to be effective. A wider 
variety of knockabout buffoonery 
| would give this act an added lustre. 
Gilb. 











SID BURNS 

| Comedy 
12 Mins. 

| Keeland, N. Y. 

| Sid Burns is the type of comic | 
| reminiscent of a parlor entertainer | 


|new-day parents. 
|sharp and howl- making observa- 
| tions 
| foibles of the East Side oldsters— 
| but all of it possesses a universal 


Acts 


SAM LEVENSON 
Comedy 
35 Mins. 
Kitty Davis’, Mizmi Beach 

Sam Levenson is a graduate of 
the “Borscht Belt” and club date 
circuit, who, in his appearance 
here, impresses as a raconteur 
who is due for the smarter cafes 
and vauders. He must slow his 
pace and elminate all of the Yid- 
dish idioms from his considerable 
group of character impreshes and 
yarns. 

Not at all professional looking, 


|either in manner or appearance, 


he nevertheless gets his audience 
quickly via an amiable and unas- 
suming style plus an_ intelligent 
usage of wordage and approach. 
Most of his stuff is concerned with 
the troubles of the “older” gener- 
ation, brought up by their im- 
migrant forbears, as against the 
“psychological” approach of the 
Mixed in are 
on the 


superstitions and 


appeal that, handled and smooth- 
ened out properly, could make him 
a bet for radio-video as well as 
the live mediums. Lary. 





FIELDS & PAM 
Skating 

9 Mins. 

Iceland, N. Y. 

Fields and Pam, boy and girl 
skating pair, do the standard roller 
tricks in excellent manner. They 
perform a variety of spins, which 
culminate in a fast neck-to-neck 
swivel. 

They’re okay for vauders and 


| cafes. They have an audience par- 
| ticipation bit 


in which they get 
volunteers from the audience to 
take a spin. It’s a bit that can be 
eliminated without harming the 
act. Jose. 


HARRIET LANE 
Acro Dance 





stand was for four days, opening; who ought to take a rest. He at-| 7 Mins. - 


Thursday (14), and closing with 
afternoon show Sunday (17). 

Top attraction for first two 
weeks is Burt Lancaster, in his 
acro turn, billed as by special ar- 
rangement with Warner Bros., U-I 
and Hal Wallis. Understood that 
the film name is set for two weeks, 
after which he returns to Holly- 
wood to start work on a picture. 

Cole show has listed some new 
acts, and several old turns which 


‘have been featured with various 


circuses for years. Opening spec is 
“Mandalay,” with herd of-elephants 
sleek-looking stock. Dorita 
Konyot, premiere horsewoman; 
Jinx Adams as a Roman standing 
rider on a 16-horse hitch of Pala- 
minos; Paul Nelson, horse trainer, 
working in charge of high school 
horses in three rings, all combine 
to keep a high standard in the 
equine department. 

Feature acts are the Zacchinis, 
boy and girl shot from a cannon; 
Con Colleano, lately returned from 
European engagements, still doing 
his amazing forward somersault on 
the tight wire; St. Leons, Ivanovs 
and Orantos, aerialists; Lockwells, 
skating demons; Mathis duo, bi- 
cycle turn, and the riding Hanna- 
ford Family. 

Adding to the color of the open- 
ing performance of the show was 
the presence of Encyclopedia Bri- 
tannica cameramen on hand taking 


Hold. 





Billy Rose 


Continued from page 1 


Rose would set up an American 
show at his house and would sub- 
sequently export the layout for 
presentation at the Palladium. 
Rose would also import Palladium 
displays for presentation at his 
theatre. 

As far as new talent is con- 
cerned, Rose found little that 
would cause “bubbles in my 
blood.” There are some good acts 
that he could use either for his 
Diamond Horseshoe, N. Y., show 
or the contemplated variety lay- 
outs. 

He found a healthy show busi- 


ness in Tokyo where the people) 


are hungry for’ entertainment. 
Shanghai was also a good enter- 
tainment centre, but shows have 
to be cheap, and the crowds that 
attend staggered him. 


Rose found entertainment of. 


| top-drawer quality in Tel Aviv. He 


|was excited with 


the Habimah 
presentation of the Opera “Manon” 


_in Hebrew in which he found top 


acting and direction. 
Night clubs and ballrooms al- 
ready abound on Allenby Road, 


and in 12 or 24 months, Rose pre- | 


dicted most entertainment projects 
there will be first class. 


— 


| tempts everything, but very little | 
comes off. He should develop one | 
|item to a degree of professional | 
| polish and then encor. with his | 
none-too-strong bits. 

Burns’ forte is comedy dancing. 
He has a fairish Russ routine with | 
some comedy licks that can be de- | 


of his talk, musical imitations and 
instrumental work may start him 
off in the right direction. Jose. 


Iceland, N. Y. 

Harriet Lane’s acro terping is 
good for production numbers, but 
she seems capable of working into 
a solid single that can take all 
visual media. 

Shows some good tricks, has a 
fast assortment of butterflies and 


veloped. Some strong concentra-|has a degree of straight. terping 
tion on this routine at the expense | 


skill. But what Miss Lane needs 
is a wider variety of acrobatics 
though what she does comes o 
well, Jose. 





Aqua Parade of 1949 
(ARENA, NEW HAVEN) 
New Haven, April 12. 


Buster Crabbe production of re- 
vue in two acts, staged by LeRoy 
Prinz. Choreography, Mitzi Brug- 
gan; water ballet choreography, 
Margaret Hutton; costumes, Elza 
Houda; music supervisor, Malcolm 
Beelby; orchestrations and vocals, 
Howard M. Jackson. With Crabbe, 
Vicki Draves, Stubby Kruger, Pa- 
tricia Robinson, Billy Rayes, Stuart 
Morgan Dancers (4), Al Gordon’s 
Dogs, Lucky Girls (7), Renald & 
Rudy, Margaret Hutton, Olympic 
Champions (Lyle Draves, Bill Le- 
win, Elbert Root, Joe Peterson, 
Johnny Riley, Dick Smith), Aqua- 
quettes (17), Aqua Maids (26). At 
New Haven Arena, April 8, '49; 
$2.50 top. , 





Having been baptized in a Cin- 
cinnati breakin, this new edition 
of Buster Crabbe’s water extrava- 
ganza hit town as a smooth-rolling 
tank-stage production that ‘rated 
much better biz than it drew. This 
was a missionary stand for the 
aqua show and, despite an ad cam- 
paign plugging stage, as well as 
swim features, an advance impres- 
sion that the entertainment was 
strictly for swim fans was never 
overcome. Also, a five-day stop- 
over was a long one for the first 
visit here. Result was that an ap- 
proximate gross of $18,000 was 
considerably below expectations. 


Show itself drew hefty favorable 
comment. Running about two and 
a half hours, with a 15-minute 
break, bill gets off to a flashy start 
with a ballet on the stage level, 
this being the middle unit of a 
three-level layout (water ballet 
| section at lowest level, then stage, 
then diving tank as top section). 
Featured in the ballet is an adagio 

uartet, Stuart Morgan Dancers, 
that has i:udience gaping at-the 
, rough tossing given the femme 
; member. Number two is Margaret 
| Hutton in a sock solo swim stint 
that exhibits a neat bag of tricks. 

Olympic diving champs come 
next, with Vicki Draves topping 











_ the list. An attractive brunet, she 
idemonstrates the form that land- 


Unit Review 


ed her two Olympic medals. Lucky 
Girls follow on the stage with a 
whirlwind tumbling turn, there's 
a display of 1949 beach wear, then 
Crabbe goes through the evolution 
of swimming strokes and tops it 
with some tank clowning with 
Stubby Kruger. Billy Rayes, who 
doubles as m.c., has the next spot 
for his single. It’s a chatter-jug- 
gling act, with the first element 
on the corny side but a mere | 
click from a novel juggling-mimi- 
cry angle. 

Renald and Ruby, precision bal- 
ancing duo, get a smash response 
to their slow motion muscle grind- 
ing. First half closer is a “College 
Daze” production number utilizing 
stage and lower tank levels. Pa- 
tricia Robinson, another looker, is 
featured and the number ends 
with two femme teams in a relay 
race, 

Second . part opens with the 
show’s top flash. It’s a colorful 
water ballet, including stroblight 
effects representing water lilies 
and other aqua a Diving 
champs back again, then Stubby 
Kruger in his comedy diving turn. 
Patricia Robinson does a water 
waltz, then back to the stage level 
for Al Gordon's Dogs. This gets 
the same nice reaction it pulls in 
vaude. Finale is a flag “Salute to 
the Youth of the World,” with 
Lucky Girls in again as featured 
gymnasts. 

“Parade,” leaving here for Bos- 
ton, is touring under direction of 
the Arena Managers’ Assn., Ine. 

Bone, 


Shorehaven Beach * 
Club Opens May 28 


The Bronx gets its first member- 
ship summer resort in years with 
the opening, May 28, of the Shore- 
haven beach club. The resort, situ- 
ated on the site of Clason Point 
Park, occupies 30 acres and repu- 
tedly cost $3,000,000. The club is 
limiting its membership to 10,000. 

In addition to the club facilities 
there will be daily concerts and 
entertainment, with name bands 
playing for Saturday night dances, 


“+00 eat we *-« 

















ae... 2 








* 








48 HOUSE REVIEWS VARIETY Wednesday, April 20, 1949 
Strand, N. Y. wanted and with such i as Roxy, N. Y. a understood and handily re-/ Keith Sen, Bosten 
A “ s A. “yi h ” — f ~ ~ ; 
Lionel Hampton Orch, with} — hist” enchant pesslbty Phevenng Vivian Blaine, Leo De Lyon, Mc Lee Marmer whistled and sang Phil Soubinde Mawr Eh cee 


Fenny Parker, Lurlean Harris, the 
amptones (5); Mantan Moreland 
& Kitty Murray, Curly; “My Dream 
{s Yours,” (WB), reviewed in 
Jariety, March 16, °49. | 





Lionel Hampton’s orch is blow- 
ing the roof off the Strand in the 
current stage layout. It’s a wild, 
wooly and walloping offering that’s 
rocking the Easter crowds into a 
near-riotous revival spirit. With 
Hampton blanketing the bill, the 
supporting acts are used to bring 
down the house temperature for 
relief. 

While the composition of Hamp- 
ton’s orch has changed with the 
loss of two standout saxophonists, 
this crew still rates as one of the 
hottest bands in the business. As 
usual, Hampton melts the payees 
with a steaming opener, “The New 
Look,” in place of the former 
standard “Hamp’s Boogie.” But 
the main kick is delivered by this 
orch at the finish with the frenzied, 
— rendition of ‘Flying 

ome,” in which Hampton and the 

idemen pull out all the stops. 
he crowd is literally wrung limp 
at the curtain. | 

In a different key, the orch also 
delivers a couple of softer num- 


bers midway — eee Hampton 
on his vibraharp. aestro re- 
geives a deep response to his 


batoning of “Eili, Eili,’ which, he 
said, “is dedicated to the new-born 
state of Israel.” It’s a neat show- 
manship touch. Band _ vocalists 
Sonny Parker and Lurlean Harris, 
with a pleasant turn by the Hamp- 
tones quintet, render pop numbers 
in an okay, if more conventional 
style than the orch’s instrumenta- 
tion. 
Mantan Moreland and Kitty 
Murray team in a low comedy act 
which makes up in raw energy 
what it lacks in polish and clever- 
ness. Their material wheezes with 
age but they manage to sock across 
the laughs with their broad comic | 


mugging and antics. | 


Curly, who’s doing a single while 
his partner, Red, 
from an illness, is part of Hamp- 
ton’s regular stage entourage. A 
gmooth hoofer in the tap and jit- 
vein, he winds his routine 

n a smash drumbeating session 
with Hampton. Herm. 


Olympia, Miami 
Miami, April 16. 


Mel Torme, Park & Clifford, Al 
Norman, Dorothy Douglas, Carle- 
ton & Dell, Freddie Carlone House 
Orch; “Enchantment” (RKO). 





Only a fairish shcw on tap here, 
ne which might have done better 
y the Easter holiday crowds, 

which helped things locally. 

In Mel Torme as topliner, it has 

&@ nice guy, personality wise, but 
Visually a bit behind the parade of 
radio, cafe and screen swoon- 
ooners who've preceded him 
ere. The talent and looks are 
there, once directed in more po- 
tent channels. 

Park and Clifford and their acro- 

ontrol work to music is okay; 
i sters Carleton and Dell hit for 
ull returns with their whirlwind 
tappings; while Dorothy -Douglas 
makes for one of the better femme 
impressionists to play here, with 
her carbonings of 


oo as does her chantoosey 


Al Norman handles the emcee. 


chore in smooth enough fashion 
and in own spot clicks with ec- 
eentric hoofery. 

The house orch, under Freddie 
Carlone’s baton, is okay. Lary. 


Palladium, London 
London, Apri! 12. 


is recovering. 


ouella Parsons | 
on movie chatter hitting for sock’ 


gone wrong. 

Opening show is Jose Moreno in| 
slick juggling act on a slack wire. 
Difficult number two spot is al-| 
located to Arthur Worsley, whose | 
exceptional skill as a ventriloquist | 
is poorly matched by his dull pat- 
ter. Great Alexander Troupe con- | 
tribs slick acrobatics. Oldtimer | 
Leslie Sarony has a breezy way)! 
of telling a story but like so many | 
other artists relies to a consider- | 
able extent on near-the-knuckle | 
yarns to win his laughs. Another | 
American act is Glen Pope and) 
Georgette, the former a conjurer | 
of considerable skill. 


One of Britain’s leading come 
dians, Ted Ray, who scored a nota- 
ble hit at the Command Perform- 
ance last year, is back with a par- | 
ticularly bright act and a fund of | 
witty stories. For good measure 
he indulges in some fiddling and 
some sock impressions of Al Jol- 
son, Jimmy Durante and Winston 
Churchill. Two Maxwells prove 
clever comics, earning plenty of 
laughs via pantomimic antics. 

Myro. | 


Apollo, N. Y. 
George Hudson Band (16), Four 


Ravens, Dinah Washington, Stick 
& Tray, Nickie & Virgie, Spider 
Bruce & Co. (3); “Parole, Inc.” 
(EL), 





For the Easter week session this 
Harlem vauder comes up with a 
formidable array of Negro talent 
that should pull the house out 
of the Lenten doldrums. Sparked 
by George Hudson’s slick combo, 


Dinah Washington’s sock song- 
styling, the Four Ravens’ ear- 
soothing harmonies and Spider 


Bruce’s comedics, it romps along 
at a merry pace to win maximum 
reception from the payees. 

Band, comprising three rhythm, 
seven brasses and five reeds, gives 
out with solid arrangements as 
well as providing good _ back- 
grounding for the other acts. It 
wakes ’em up with a sizzler, “Cpus 
No. 1,” giving way to Stick and 
Tray, male hoofers, for a well re- 
ceived mixture of taps and acro 
terping. Band takes over again 
for ‘““Applejack Boogie,” spotlight- 
ing Hudson on trumpet and giving 


other sidemen a crack at solo stuff. | 


Spider Bruce & Co., house com- 


|ics, roll ‘em as usual with their | 


comedy bits for plenty applause. 
Band takes over again for “Black 


| Magic” as an introductory for Miss | ‘ 
| Marmer; “Best Man Wins” (Col), | 


| Washington. Songstress walks on 
|to nice reception and practically 
| cops the show. Her vocals, mainly 
reprises of her former disk clicks, 
| inelude “Laughing Boy,” “Fast 
fe Mama” and “How You 
| Satisfy,” all sold for top returns. 
| Nick & Virgie score in a lively 
/rollerskating sesh, which combines 
|some clever feats. 

| The Ravens, male quest. give 
'out with enjoyable harmonizing 
eR “Leav. My Gal Alone,” “How 
Could I Know” and other tunes 


|for a potent closer. Edba. 


Chieago, Chi 
Chicago, April 15. 


| Desi Arnaz Orch (15) with Terri 
Stevens; Vic & Adio, Pat Henning; 
“My Dream Is Yours” (WB). 





This appearance of Desi Arnaz 
is a distinct improvement over 
his previous visits with orchestra, 
also showing neat progress. How- 
ever, there’s a plethora of singing, 
‘and better results could have been 
a by an additional act on 
the vill. 


After opening theme Arnaz 
sings “El Cumbanchero,” which 
‘is an unfamiliar tune here and 
| might be replaced with something 


Carthy & Farrell, 3 Rookies, Joan | 
Hyldoft, Gae Foster line, H. Leo- 
pold Spitalny Choral Ensemble, 
House Orch conducted by Paul! 
Ash; “Mr. Belvedere Goes to Col- | 
lege” (20th), reviewed in VARIETY 
April 6, °49. . 








Nursery rhymes and pastel bun- | 
nies help flavor the Roxy's new lay- | 
out with an Eastern motif, but the 
brunt of the show falls upon Vivian | 
Blaine’s chirping, Leo de Lyon's | 
comedy warbling and McCarthy | 
& Farrell’s’. satirizing of disk ' 
jockeys and radio commercials. | 
Gae Foster line along with H. Leo- | 
pold Spitalny’s choristers and an 
ice revue topped by Joan Hyldoft | 
are also compressed into a divert- 
ing, 50-minute holiday display. 

Fetchingly wrapped in a strap-| 
less, floor-length gown, Miss | 
Blaine reprises a medley from the 
pic, “State Fair.” Her volume is 
ample and she sells nicely.. For | 
a bowoff she does ‘“Alabamy 
Bound.”’ Luminous lighting on her 
lips and hands for this number | 
represents a clever touch. 

De Lyon’s humor is chiefly vest- 


all. Switching from an impresh of | 
Al Jolson, he croons “Summer- | 
time” and an operatic aria in a 
delivery marked by raucous shouts | 
every other bar. His is an earthy | 
comedy that often borders on 
the amateurish, but nevertheless 
scores handily. It’s 
also, to spot such a turn after so 
dignified a spectacle as ‘“Kaster 
Promenade,” a production number 


that’s beautifully done by the Fos- | 


ter gals and Spitalny’s choristers. 
Youthful team of McCarthy & 
Farrell gets good results by their 
acid mimicking of radio blurbs. 
_Boys are assisted by an engineer 
| who turntables Kirsten Flagstad’s 
| “Valkyrie” and Jo Stafford’s wax- 
ling of “Tim-Tay-Shun.” 
|companies the recordings with a 
variety of exaggerated gestures 
| that earn heavy yocks. Miss Hyl- 
|doft, per usual, clicks with her 
| spins and twirls on the ice while 
|some of her skating colleagues, 
|garbed as rabbits, delight the 
| house. : 
Entire company finales to Irving 
Berlin’s perennial ‘Easter 
rade.” Comedy ice trio, the Three 
Rookies, are reviewed sae ad 
ilb. 


Clinton, N. Y. 


Lee Tully, De May & Moore, 
3 Danwoods, Young & Kaye, Lee 


Acts. 
} 


“Escape to Paradise” (RKO), 





The Clinton, on New York's low- 
er east side, may not be typical 
of the nabes turning to flesh shows 
as a solution to economic ailments, 
but there’s a sufficient common de- 
nominator in this situation to war- 
rant attention from a multitude of 
exhibitors. 

This house has had a checkered 
existence. It’s one of the older 
theatres in this city and at one 
time played topflight vaudeville. 
Until recently it had a Yiddish 
vaudfilm policy, and two weeks ago 
it shuttered and was returned by 
the lessee to the Brandt interests. 
The Brandts apparently decided 
hurriedly to install live talent. The 
house was given a quick facelift- 
ing, and there was little time to 
install new equipment. 

The Brandts also decided on a 
policy that would match the char- 
acter of the neighborhood. It’s 
an area of cold-water flats, push- 
carts, keen competition from dou- 
ble-feature houses, and one where 
economics is the prime concern. 

The house has countered with a 
bargain policy. It’s showing five 
acts of vaude and double feature 
reissues at 50c. top. With that kind 


questionable, | met trade, spots four novelty acts 


|into a unit and accounts for Capi- 


her way to good results, and the 
Three Danwoods, two men ‘and a 
girl adagio act, have enough good 
tricks to be a hit. Marty Gould’s 
orch provides competent backing. 





Orch; “Woman’s Secret” (RKO), 





Current layout relights the stage 
at the Memorial for first time in 
10 years with a pleasant offering, 


The first show here (16) wasn’t | with the accent strictly on music. 


presented under the most auspi- | 
cious circumstances. A permanent 
mike hadn’t yet been installed, the 
full stage wasn’t ready, the maxi- 
mum working space’ being in 
“two,” and the pit hadn’t been 
inclosed. There were: other physi-| 
cal faults, and it’s a tribute to the, 
acts that they were able to give | 
the semblance of smoothness to 
the initial layout. 

This is probably the longest 
show for a half-buck to be had 
anywhere. If the neighborhood in- 
habitants are as good bargain hunt- 
ers as generally presumed, the) 
Clinton's present policy should pay 

Jose. 


Capliol, Wash. 
Washington, April 17. 
Circus Revue with Max & Gang, 
Winter Sisters (3), Gangler’s Ant- 
mals, Lang Troupe (6), Sam Jack 





led in his trick voice, which can) Kaufman House Orch; “Ma & Pa 
| ape a soprano with no trouble at 


Kettle” (U). 





Headliner of this show turns out 
to be Capitol maestro Sam Jack 
Kaufman, who whoops it up in a 
bell-ringing version of a circus| 
barker. Big Top format, cannily | 


designed to woo the holiday mop- | 


| tol garnering lion’s share of town’s 
| holiday trade. It’s an example of 
what showmanship and a little in- 
| genuity can do without a hefty 

nut. 
Circus motif is carried out by 

a grand march down the aisle—| 
| band, cast, animals, et al—some 

| zany and strictly corn, but effective | 
| clowning on the part of Kaufman 


Duo ac-| and his boys and a clown to help | *© 


tie it aH together. There’s some | 
moppet participation stuff, much} 
to the delight of the small fry| 
|'and their moms, and a general air 
'of gay.ty and fun that accounts | 
for the sock reception given every 
act. 

| Acts themselves have appro-| 
| priate accent on acro and animals. 


Pa-| Standouts are Max & Gang, in a} 


slick dog routine, and Lang 
|Troupe, sextet of hep acrobats. 
| Dog act impresses as one of best 
in the business, with trainer show- 
ing genuine talent of his own. In- 
teresting angle is joint perform- 
_ance of the animals and their mas- 
|ter, who displays grace and skill 
in juggling and acro stunts. As for 
the pooches, -they’re better than 
average, and come in fer their 
shares of laughs. 

Langs, troupe of three male and 
| three femme performers, rate the 
mitt action they get with some 
novel and dazzling tumbling. Most 
of it revolves around a pair of 
| see-saws from which team is tossed 
| about in various combos. Pace is 
‘swift and interest sustained. 








| 
| 
} 


|. Chief feature of the Ganglers— | 
husband and wife team—and their | 
| animals, is variety. There’s a brace 


| 
‘of dogs, a goat, bear, monkey, 
| pony, and a Great Dane. Much of 


|it is less than sensational, but the! (12) 


| big dog’s skill with numbers 


‘the act a lift. 


bill moves along okay from opener 
with Phil Spitalny displaying a 
versatile and well drilled ali- 
femme orch. 

Bill appeals strictly to older ele. 
ment, with house well filled with 
club woman type instead of usual 
vaude fang. Spotted through lay. 
out are suCh faves as Viola Smith 
who does a capable bit of skin. 
beating; Louise doing a sock job 
on piano in “Rhapsody in Blue” 
for solid mitting, and Janet Me. 
Lean, who shows nicely on trum- 
pet. Closing spot goes to Evelyn 
and her violin, who scores in a 
couple of solos and an arrange- 
ment of “Fiddle Faddle,” backed 
by fiddle section. Only concession 
to comedy is offered by the Three 


| Charmonettes in a mildly amusing 


vocal arrangement of 
Bumble Bee.” 

Most solid bit was group vocal 
arrangement of “Ave Maria.” 
which scored strongly with pre- 
Easter payees. 

Biz good at opener and should 
hold throughout run. Elie. 


“Flight of 


Orpheum, Omaha 
Omaha, April 15. 
Freddy Martin Orch, Janis 
Paige, Gary Morton, Merve Grif- 
fin, Martin Men; “My Own True 
Love” (Par). 


Good Friday (15), traditionally 

the worst show day of the year 
in strongly Catholic Omaha, re- 
versed itself in the case of the 
Freddy Martin-Janis Paige stage 
revue. There were standees, some- 
thing that hasn’t happened in 
ars. 
Martin band’s smash finale, a 
cavalcade of popular music, set 
audience into storm of applause, 
Also, “Rhumbolero” is one of the 
better numbers. Instrumentation 
with four violins gave “‘Fiddle Fad- 
dle” a tempestuous reaction. 

Janis Paige gets a smart intro- 
duction via the Martin Men, who 
bring her on a la radio commer- 
| cial, singing of her experiences 
,; and triumphs on the screen. It is 
| neatly done. Miss Paige clicks 
| with her singing and warm per- 
| sonality. Her stylized version of 
|“Sunflower” is particularly stand- 
|out. Had to respond with several 
| encores. 
| Gary Morton’s wacky comedy hit 
| the customers just right. His use 
| of some familiar but highly potent 
| material, interspersed with non- 
'chalant gagging with Martin and 
the bandsmen gives act an air of 
_informality that the customers re- 
/act to with vigor. 

Merve Griffin’s baritone and the 
Martin Men’s close harmonies also 
scored for top returns. Rach, 





Hippodrome, Balto. 

Baltimore, April 17. 
Stagg-McMann Trio, Jane & Bet- 
ty Kean, Billy Gilbert, Los Gatos 
(3), Jo Lombardi House Orch 
with Kay DeWitt; “Knock 


(he, On Any Door” (Col). 
barks them ‘out) and a high dive | 
| by another canine trouper, give) 





Bill is a neat layout, smartly 
routined and paced for maximum 


| Winter Sisters, trio of terpers,| returns. Snappy getaway is pro- 
do a bit of precision and a lot of vided by Jo Lombardi house orch 


| acro. 
| some novel somersaulting. 
| well and please. 

| 


| Earle, Philly 
Philadelphia, April 15. 


Lowe. 


The Fontaines (3), Martin Bros, | follow with comedy stanza, 


(2), Harvey Stone, Ginny Simms, 
Frankie Juele’s House Orch: 
| 





“Slightly French” (Col), 





There’s much whirling and | brought on stage for a medley of 
Work | Irving Berlin tunes in which Kay 


DeWitt does nicely on the vocals. 
Stagg-McMann Trio of harmonica 
tooters . score with classic and 
swing items. Jane & Betty Kean 
inter- 
spersed with hoofery and impres- 


ions. 
Billy Gilbert is completely at 


&.... in his dialect stuff climaxed 


Kathryn Grayson & Johnnie faster and tter known. Pianist 
Johnston, Ethel Smith, Ted Ray, Marco Rizo scores with his 88ing 
len Pope & Georgette, Leslie of “Malaguena” and crooner re- 
arony, The Great Alexander turns for travelog bit of below-the- 
roupe (8), The Maxwells (2),' border numbers featuring “Cuban 
ee al Worsley, Jose Moreno (2), Pete.” Arnaz takes a handmike 
oolf Phillips and Skyrockets down in the front rows to chant 
Orch. . to femme seatholders. He gets in 
a few licks on the guitar and nice 





The traditional Palladium ova- 
“Strawhat Song.” For finale he re- 


response for calypso version of) 


tion was given to the trio of Holly- 
wood stars currently topping the 
bill. Kathryn Grayson, Johnnie 
Johnston and Ethel Smith received 
acclaim as vigorous and as warm 
as anything this theatre has known 
for many months. 

Miss Grayson and Johnston, ap- 
pearing in solos and duets, score 
with “Black Magic,” “Tales From 
the Vienna Woods” and “Smoke 
Gets in Your Eyes.” Encores with 
“Jealousy,” rendered superbly by 
Miss Grayson in her rich colora- 
tura, which had audience clamor- 
ing for more. 

Organist Ethel Smith drew sim- 
ilar reception. Her pleasing stage 
personality, coupled with her un- 
Questioned artistry, made her a 
winner with Palladium fans. She 
sensed at once what the public 


turns for duet with band vocalist 
| Terri Stevens of his tune, ‘Holiday 
in Havana.” 


Miss St‘vens, tall brunet, shows 
good pacing in her numbers and 
comes off best in the comedy purr- 
ing of “Pussy Cat Song” with 


Arnaz. Vic & Adio, Brazilian tum- | 


blers, have several lifts that are 
new and although seemingly easy, 
require great muscular control. 
Youths might build several of 
their stunts more slowly for great- 
er effect. Audience gives them 
‘hefty hand. 

Pat Henning gets boff response 
for his gags, old and new, esp«- 
cially with his impreshes of Hol- 
lywood greats. For a begoff he gets 
additional laughs with his satires 
of members in a parade. Zabe. 


of policy the maximum of four) Earle has one of 
complete showings may be pos-|tined shows since return of vaude, | 
iy. As & eee bur one hackeas|oeee Ghee aero | 
the spot, s ending around $1 230 Harve St me areas aa ae an 
wash “hanes the house must! with fa well-tested” aeelal | 
count on keeping its 1,095 seats namely comedic recital of GI woes. 
“TEs desk’ Will wean sahchscinay, | Comino bawe Bae one vem Goeee 
proving there’s plenty of entertain-| with hase pubivieg ar’ | 
ment left in vaudeville. A basic sharpened and edited for shorter | 
| weakness will no doubt be cor-| stage time, and the punch is con- | 





rected on subsequent bills. The. 
house regulars, accustomed to Yid- | 
dish vaud., aren’t hep to talking) 
, comedy acts. The Dows will have} 
'to rely on novelty and song and) 
dance turns for the backbone of) 
the policy. 

| Lee Tully, who has cvt some 
Yiddish comedy tunes, was able to 
overcome that handicap. Some of 
'hY¥s comedy was too hep for this 
| situation, but he wisely mixed in) 
;Some songs to get on the good 
side of the audience. Young & 
Kaye get by on the slapstick 
aspects of their act. Turn is an 
enlargement of an old burley bit 
and while the talk has an ancient 
tint, there’s enough movement to 
keep the customers interested. De 
May & Moore's comedy terps were | 





centrated. 
Ginny Simms is in the windup 
slot and as attractive as ever. She 


is heard to best advantage on. 


“Somebody Loves Me,” “Far Away 
Places,” “Johnny Get Your Girl” 
and “So in Love.” 

The Fontaines open with a whirl 
of ballroomology, which is largely 
tricky acrobatics. 
trio is a looker and the act is so 
graceful that the difficult stunts 
look easy. Good for both kids and 
elders are the Martin Bros. (2), 
puppeteers. Good timing and 
clever manipulating of the dolls 
make the Martins a surefire holi- 
day treat. 

Frankie Juele, who leads house 
orch, also does the emceeing. 

Gagh. 


The girl in the. 


its bent ons, | by the sneezing business for neat 


returns. Flash is provided by the 
Los Gatos, trio of male balancers 
and tumblers, who wind up mat- 
ters with a jitterbugging bit that 
ends in a three high stand for 
sock applause. 
Biz very good. 


SYDNEY DUE FOR NINE 
LEGIT, VAUDE THEATRES 


| Sydney, April 12. 

Sydney is in for one of the biggest 
building splurges covering legit 
| and vaude, as soon as the govern- 
'ment gives the okay. City, pres- 
ently running four such houses, 
will have nine after the greenlight. 

J. C. Williamson will erect one 
legiter here; Fullers have blue- 
prints for two; Dave Martin, one, 
and, Kathleen Robinson of the 
‘Minerva unit, one. Current shows 
here are “Annie Get Your Gun, 
which is terrific and heading for 
a year’s solid run; “The Gioconda 
Smile,” Kiwia concert troupe an 
vaude headed by Freddy Bam- 
berger. 


Burm. 
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Who Likes Whom Here? 


Decision of the N. Y. Drama Critics Circle not to have a cocktail 
party this year in honor off the recipients of its prizes evoked 


considerable comment in legit circles. 


Move was reportedly 


prompted by George Jean Nathan’s statement that it was “‘humili- 
ating” for the critics to have to mingle with actors, but he later 
explained that “it’s a bore” and added, “The only ones who en- 


joyed last season’s party were the three bartenders.” 


Richard 


Watts, Jr., commenting in the N. Y. Post, wrote, “the critics don’t 


really feel that way about actors. 


The melancholy truth is that 


most of them don’t really like each other.” 


One actor, who prefers to 


remain anonymous, 


remarked, “I 


notice Nathan mentioned only actors—he obviously didn’t mean to 


include actresses.” 








—_——_ 





Producers Nix Nitery, Vaude Bids 
On Pacific Tunes: 





Refuse Hayme 





The expected crop of requests¢ 


for vaude and nitery performance | 
rights to songs from “South Paci-| 
fic’ have already begun to come} 
in to co-authors Richard Rodgers 
and Oscar Hammerstein II. As 
always, they’re flatly nixing all of 
them. 

First such bid for the new show 
tunes was from Dick Haymes, who 
wanted to use “Bali Ha’i” and 
“Some Enchanted Evening” as part 
of his stage appearance at the 
Roxy, N. Y., starting May 6. Thea- 
tre figured to build a production 


number, with choreography and. 
special scenery and lighting, for 
the tunes. 


According to Rodgers, his and 
Hammerstein’s policy on all such 
proposals is an absolute ‘‘no.” He 
explains, “if St. Patrick’s Cathe-| 
dral wanted to do one of the songs | 
it would be okay. Otherwise, our | 
attitude is simply, ‘If you want to 
see and hear the numbers from | 
the show cone around to the Ma- 
jestic theatre. That’s where we're 
in business.” 

The composer notes that his and 
Hammerstein’s stand on the matter 
is standard among legit authors 
and producers alike. He says that 
he and his collaborator-partner had 
turned down a similar request from 
Allan Jones several years ago. 
Also, he recalls, they refused to 
let Celeste Holm sing “Cain’t Say 


No” as part of her nitery act when'! 


she was doubling from the cast 
of their “Oklahoma!”’, in which she 
did the number. 

Rodgers admits that it’s difficult 
to stop night club performance of 
current show tunes, as there are 
80 many spots whose entertain- 
ment is not widely publicized. But 
whenever they hear of such un- 
authorized performance, he and 
Hammerstein have it stopped. 
None of that applies to radio per- 
formance or the recording of their 
songs, he adds. 


ATPAM May Drop Job 


Hunt for Members Due 





To Lack of Interest’ 


Efforts of the Assn. of Theatrical 
Press Agents & Managers to find 
work for its unemployed members 


may be abandoned. Although 40% 
of the union membership is jobless 
only eight have applied to the 
unemployment committee since its 
formation about two months ago. 
In the face of this apparent dis- 
interest, the committee is figuring 
on disbanding. 


_Unemployment committee had 
lined up a number of job pros- 
Pects, mostly outside the theatre. 
Some of these are said to be in 
the advertising field, while others 
are in industrial publicity and a 
few in business management. How- 
ever, since so few ATPAM mem- 

rs applied to the committee, 
Practically all the spots are still 
open or no longer exist. 

Members of the committee in- 
elude John Shubert, chairman; 
Ben Boyar, Nathan Parnes, Clar- 
ence Jacobson, Samuel J. Friedman, 
Mack Hilliard, Oliver Sayler and 
Milton Weintraub. 





“The Overnight Ghost,” by Kurtz 
Gordon, will be tried out May 13- 
at the Central auditorium, 
Brooklyn, by the Tophatters, am 
group. Robert Carson directing. 


2 Legits in Balto 


Baltimore, April 19. 
For the first time in moons, two 
theatres are presenting legit at- 
tractions here, with Ford’s hous- 
ing a return of “Harvey,” starring 


Joe E. Brown, and the Maryland, | 


lately concerned 
offering 


erstwhile indie 
with stock burlesque, 
“Anna Lucasta.” 

Yiddish version of latter is also 
spotted to follow at Ford’s April 
24, 





N. Y. Lyceum 


Sold for 4006 


Lyceum theatre, N. Y., has been 
sold by a syndicate headed by Max 
Gordon te Harry Gould, a whole- 
sale paper dealer, at a reported 
price of $400,000. Understood 
that it is a capital gains deal, which 
required the dissolution of the for- 
mer owning corporation of which 
Gordon was major stockholder and 
other owners included “China’ 
Harris, widow of Sam H. Harris, 
and George 8S. Kaufman, 
Hart and Marcus Heiman. 

About two years ago Gordon and 
his associates reportedly refused 
an offer of $600,000 for the the- 
atre. However, the present price 


of $400,000 represents a sizable | 


profit, since the property was 
bought for only $225,000 some 
years ago and has meanwhile earn- 
ed a fairly consistent revenue. 
Among the hits it has housed in 
recent seasons are “Junior Miss,” 
“The Doughgirls” and “Born Yes- 
terday,” until it moved to the 


Moss | 


MAY PROVIDE B.0 
NEEDED HYPQ 


By HOBE MORRISON 


Two-for-ones, which had ex- 
| tensive use on Broadway last sum- 
|mer, will probably be even more 
prevalent this year. They’re al- 





| ready being used for three shows, | 


one of which is a continuation 
from last year, and a fourth may 
join the list shortly. Others are 
expected to follow before long. 


| Latest management to employ 
{the bargain device is Joseph M. 
{Hyman & Bernard Hart for the 
| Moss Hart comedy, “Light Up the 
| Sky,” at the Royale, N. Y. Move 
was instituted last week after re- 
ceipts for the play slipped below 
the break-even point. Grosses for 
the show were near capacity for 
some weeks after 





Idea is that if the “‘twofer’” gim- 
mick doesn’t boost business suf- 
ficiently the production may go to 
Chicago for a run. 

“Love Life” 
| fers” several weeks ago at the 46th 
| Street theatre, N. Y., 
| weeks of light attendance. 
immediately jumped, but recently 
| slipped again, so it remains to be 
seen whether the policy will pay 
off in this case. Arthur Lesser is 
' considering cutting the scale for 
“Along Fifth Avenue” from $6 to 


$4.80 top in an effort to hypo biz. | 


|If that doesn’t work, the extra- 
ticket come-on may be tried. 

“Born Yesterday,’ which went 
on the “twofer”’ setup last summer, 
is still using it at the Henry Mil- 
ler, N. Y., and will continue to do 
so for the balance of the run. 


Hayward Heads 
Group Mulling 
Costs Saving 


| Joint committee of dramatists 
and producers that has been hold- 
ing a series of exploratory meet- 
| ings to consider ways of reducing 
‘legit production and operating 
costs has constituted itself a per- 
/manent group, with Leland Hay- 
|ward as chairman. He succeeds 
Kurt Weill, who headed the outfit 
during its preliminary sessions. 
Organization has no name as yet, 
but is going ahead with the addi- 








the premiere, | 
but began slipping some time ago. | 


began using “two- | 


after some | 
Gross | 


QM IN ‘TWOFERS 
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New Stages Using Outside Backing 


First Time on 





| Meticulous Kingsley 
Film company story eds, in 
response to inquiries last 
week, learned why they are 
having such difficulty in get- 
ting a final playing script of 
“Detective Story,” current 
| legit hit. Generally they can 
| get without troubre a mimeo- 

graphed copy of the stage 

manager’s script, which has in 

it all the cuts and changes 
| made in a play between the 

original writing and the final 


| production. 
Author Sidney’ Kingsley, 
however, it was learned, has 


insisted on cleaning “up” the 
| stage manager’s script before 
it is sent out. Every time he 
starts “cleaning it up,” he gets 
into such far-reaching rewrit- 
ing of the play that there’s an 
additional delay while the new 
material is inserted and tried 
out. Then the new parts need 
“cleaning up” before the script 
can go out, and so on ad in- 


finitum. 








rome: teats 





Sareea 


Shuberts Put Up 
306 for ‘He-She 


| The Shuberts will be associated 
| with Ken Englund and Stewart 
| Chaney in the presentation next 
fall of “He and She,” the revue 
with sketches by Englund, music 
| by Vernon Duke, and lyrics by 
|} Ogden Nash. With John Shubert 
}as nominal co-producer they will 
| supply about $30,000 of the $130,- 
| 000 backing on a dollar-for-dollar 
| basis. 

Show is to go into rehearsal 
|'some time in August, and will 
|have a four-week pre-Broadway 
|tour. Jose Ferrer may direct, 
| Helen Tamiris will do the chore-| 
| ography, Chaney design the sce-| 
jnery. David Wayne and Janet) 
| Blair were set to be co-starred, 
| but it doesn’t look as if the latter 
will be in it now. 


WB ASKS GUILD FOR 
MICH. ‘OKLA!’ DATES: 


Warner Bros. has approached 











‘Bruno’ Production 


* For its production of “Bruno and 


Sidney,” the Edward Caulfield 
comedy, New Stages is using out- 
side financing for the first time. 
The non-member coin, amounting 
to $7,500 will entitle the investors 
to a dollar-for-dollar share of the 
profits if the play is done uptown, 
but nothing from the regular run 
at the New Stages theatre in 
Greenwich Village, N. Y., opening 
May 3. Previotis New Stages pro- 
ductions have been financed en- 
tirely by the group’s stockholder- 
members. 


The $7,500 outside money for 
“Bruno and Sidney” represents 
about half the budget for the 


downtown production. However, if 
the show clicks and is brought 
uptown, a more elaborate physical 
production would be necessary, at 
an estimated cost of about $30,000 
additional. This extra coin would 
be invested by the stockholder- 
members, In that case the outside 
backers would get their double 
payoff from the profits by colleet- 
ing from both the backers’ and 
producer end. This would amount 
to one-fifth of the net. 

New Stages policy for next sea- 
son will be mapped by the mem- 
bership after the “Bruno and Sid- 
ney” opening. Organization is de- 
termined to go ahead next season, 
regardless of the fate of the Caul- 
field comedy, although this sea- 
son has been financially unprofita- 
ble thus far. Heads of the group 
favor establishing a subscription 
setup to provide a steady audience 
and carry the production schedule 
through a complete season without 
having to depend on commercially 
popular plays. Subscription plan 
was started this season, but too 
late to be properly sold. 

Plays done previously this sea- 
son by New Stages have included 
“The Victors,” “Blood Wedding” 
and “The Sun and I.” Only New 
Stages production thus far brought 
uptown was last season’s “The Re- 
spectful Prostitute.” 


Seeks to Educate 
Mpls. Papers On 
B’way Legit News 


Minneapolis, April 19. 


As the first step to try to cure 
local “ignorance” re the legitimate 
theatre, which was revealed by a 
survey and which resulted in un- 
satisfactory business for such 
smash New York and Chicago hits 








Henry Miller last fall to make|tjion of new members from the 
room for the incoming “Bravo.” | Broadway producer ranks. Invited 
Including the latter play, the Ly- to attend the next meeting April 
ceum has recently had a succes- 28 and become members are Alfred 


sion of flops. Its next booking is 


|Gertrude Macy's production, ‘“‘The 


| Happiest 





Years,” opening next 


week. 

Gould previously was in theatre 
ownership as head of a syndicate 
that had the Belasco, but sold it 
last fall to the Shuberts. 


CANADIAN MERCHANTS 
TOUR OLD COHAN HIT 





deLiagre, Jr., John C. Wilson, 
Irene Selznick, Lawrence Langner 
, and Theresa Helburn (latter two 
|representing the Theatre Guild), 
Richard Aldrich and _ Richard 
Myers. 

Since it is now strictly a pro- 
| ducer group, George S. Kaufman, 
| who has participated in delibera- 
| tions thus far, has resigned. All 
_the other playwright members are 
|also active as producers, so they 
| are remaining. They include Weill, 
| Arthur Schwartz, George Abbott, 


‘the Theatre Guild to book “Okla-| as “Born Yesterday” and “High 
-homa!” into its Michigan theatres Button Shoes,” James Nederlander, 
next fall. Idea would be to play youthful manager of the Lyceum 
‘the Rodgers-Hammerstein musical | legit roadshow house, is trying to 
for a full week in each town of the | induce local sheets to devote more 


| circuit. |space to New York and Chicago 

| papers to run more than a negligt- 
Coast Huddles On factors responsible for the fact, as 
(17) to the Coast to join Lawrence | day” or “High Button Shoes” in 


Film company recently booked theatrical news. 
| ble amount of New York and Chi- 
Guild-Lunts ‘Love’ peopie'tn’ait income brackets hed 
Langner and Armina Marshall in| advance of their arrival, except 








Toronto, April 19, | Oscar Hammerstein, 2d, Richard 


With Retail Merchants Assn. of | Rodgers, Howard Lindsay, Russel 


Canada sponsoring, Eric Green- 
wood has revamped “It Pays to Ad- 


| vertise,” working in modern trade- 


| 


/Board of Trade or Chamber 


marks and slogans, for a trans- 
Canada tour of the Roi Cooper Ma- 
grue-Walter Hackett comedy, a 


onetime George M. Cohan produc- | 
tion. It’s the first time the RMA. 


has ever sponsored a play. 


At $2 top, comedy is being guar- | 


anteed and sponsored by the local 
of 


Commerce in the various Canadian 


cities, plus payoffs from top manu- 
facturers for incorporation of prod- 
uct mentions. Piece opened last 
night (18) in Brantford, Ontario; 
has solid bookings for split-weeks 


_and one-night stands that will take 


troupe across Canada for 20 weeks. 
Principals in company of 11 are 
Adrienne Walsh, Dennis Murphy, 
Madeline Spiece, Mack Inglis and 
Charles McBride. Greenwood pro- 
duced and directed, 


Kermit Bloomgarden, 
ordon 


| Crouse, 
| Joseph M. Hyman, Max 
and Elmer Rice. 
Bloomgarden and deLiagre are 
members of the board of governors 
of the League of N. Y. Theatres. 


Leigh-Carson Team 


Rowland Leigh will enter the 
‘Broadway producing ranks next 
season in partnership with Ber- 
nard Carson, presenting “Class Re- 
union,” an adaptation by Burnet 
Hershey of a _ novel 
| Werfel. 
this summer on the Coast. The 
play requires a top male star. 

Instead of directing, Leigh will 
confine himself to the producing 
end. He and Carson hope to get 
Bretaigne Windust to stage the 
production, which will require 
three settings, a cast of 15 and 
will be budgeted at $75,0000. 





by Franz, 
It may be tried out late) 


the show in its Albany house. Failure of the Minneapolis ore 
| cago stage news is one of the main 
S. N. Behrman planed Sunday | “never heard about” “Born ‘Yester- 
script and production conferences | 
with Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fon- 
tanne on “I Know My Love,” in 
| which they are starring in a pre-| 
Broadway tour. Behrman did the) 
adaptation from Marcel Achard’s 
| French originay. He'll probably 
| accompany the show to San Fran- 


, cisco next week and return to New 
| York a week or so later, 


| Miss Marshall (Mrs. Langner) 
will plane east late this week to 
be on hand for Sunday night's (24) 
broadcast of “Alien Corn,” with 
| Bette Davis and Kirk Douglas, on 
the “Theatre Guild of the Air” 
series. Theresa Helburn, currently 
in London, will probably remain | 
there through April 30, when the 
West End production of “Okla | 
homa’” will be two years old. 


| Shows in Rehearsal 


| “Bruno and Sidney” 
Stages. 


| “Gayden”—Gant Gaither. 








— New: 


| 


| Madeleine Carroll, 
|will be in Washington latter day 


through local newspapers and other 
| advertising and publicity, Neder- 
lander believes. In consequence, 
he points out, the advance sales 
were poor and the grosses disap- 
pointing. 

The Lyceum manager points out 
that about the only legitimate the- 
atrical news that gets into the Min- 
neapolis newspapers are the brief 
items occasionally contained in the 
syndicated Winchell and Kilgallen 
columns. In the old days before 
the movies’ rise to entertainment 
ascendancy and when many more 
legit touring attractions visited the 
city, these sheets carried numerous 
stories about the Broadway stage, 





‘Fancy’s’ Switch 
“Goodbye, My Fancy” will give 
two Sunday performances May 8 
to replace cancelled May 14 date. 
show's star, 


to receive award from Women’s 
National Press Club as “woman of 


}the year in the theatre.” 
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Strawhats Benefiting by Apprentice 


Fees Would Be 


Hit by New Rules 





New regulations of 
Equity, relating to the require- 
ments for membership via stock, 
may affect the operation of a num- 
ber of strawhats this summer. It’s 
figured possible that some spots 
may be unable to open, or may not 
survive the full season. Those hit 
will be the ones deriving a size- 
able portion of their income from | 
apprentice fees. | 

Under Equity’s stiffened rules, 
an actor may not qualify for mem- 
bership on a single season’s stock 
performance, but must have three 
parts over two seasons. That is 
designed to cut down the large 
number of players who previously 
became members of the union on 
the basis of several small parts 
in a barn theatre during a single 
season. Under the former setup, 
aspiring thesps would pay sizable 
amounts to become apprentices, 
with the understanding they would 
be given enough parts during the 
summer to qualify for an Equity 
card. | 

Fees for such apprenticeship ran 
as high as $300-$400 at some) 
strawhats, and there were wide- | 
spread complaints that certain | 
rural managers ran what amounted 
to Equity membership “mills.” In 
such cases, the apprentice fees fre- | 
quently supplied the major portion 
of the theatre’s operating revenue, 


or at least provided the coin nec-| Coleman, and its one-act opener, 


essary to open. 

Actors becoming Equity mem- 
bers during the summer season 
would thereafter have to be paid 
Equity minimum. For that reason, 
managers usually delayed giving 
them the final part necessary to 
qualify for membership until about 
the last week of the schedule. Or, 
in some cases, the new cardholders 
would kick back to the manage- 
ment the difference between the 
old salary and the Equity mini- 
mum. 

Since beginners can no longer 
qualify for Equity membership by 
a single season in stock, barn im- 
presarios can’t guarantee a union 
card at the end of the apprentice 
period. That removes much of the 
reason for becoming an appren- 
tice. Therefore, the strawhat man- 
agers will presumably have a 
much tougher time getting paying 
apprentices. Thus, the ones who 
have previously depended on ap- 
prentice fees for their margin of 
operation may be hard hit, and 
some may be put out of business. 


On the other hand, the new reg- 


Actors¢— 





Artist,” “Eastward in Eden” and) 
“As You Like It.” | 

Scheduled for a two-week tryout 
is Conrad Aiken’s “Mr. Arcularis,” 
produced in England but never 
done here. Directors are Miss 
Thoms, Miss Huntington and 
Charles Moore. 





Dixfield’s First 
Dixfield, Me., April 19. 

Dixfield gets its first strawhatter 
when Edwin Child opens his sum- 
mer theatre here June 29 with 

“The Philadelphia Story.” 
Child, who will work with a resi- 
dent Equity group, has scheduled 
a 10-week season, which will in- 





clude ‘“‘Laura,’”’ “Best Foot For- 
ward,” “Room Service,” “The Wal- 
rus and the Carpenter,” “The | 


Drunkard” and “Night Must Fall.” | 
Also scheduled is an August try- | 
out of Ken Parker’s, “There’s | 
Always a Murder.” 


Medium Set 


For Strawhats 


“The Medium,” with the original 
Broadway cast headed by Marie 
Powers, Evelyn Keller and Leo 





|The Telephone,” will tour the 
'strawhat circuit this season as a 
package show. Gian-Carlo Menoti, 
who did the libretto, music and 
lyrics for the plays, will supervise 
the stock production. The differ- 
ent managements will supply their 
{own sets, and the music will be 
| furnished by two pianos. 

Barns tentatively penciled in for 
the season are the Playhouse, 
'Ivoryton, Conn.; Lake Whalom 
Playhouse, Fitchburg, Mass.; 
| Worcester, Mass., Drama Festival; 





Casino theatre, Newport, R. I., and 


Roger Englander is agenting the 


duo for producers Chandler Cowles, walked out. The author consented | 


}the Spa theatre, Saratoga, N. Y. | 


Margo Jones Kudosed 


Dallas, April 19. 

Margo Jones, director of The- 
atre ’49, will be recipient of the 
16th annual Zonta service award 
which will be presented to her to- 
night (19) at a formal dinner at the 
Dallas Country Club. 

The Zonta Club is a service or- 
ganization of executive women in 


biz and professions. It honors a) 


local woman who has made a con- 
structive contribution to the com- 
munity life of the city. 





Valente Play Finishes 
2-Weeker Despite 
Internal Wrangling | 


Atlanta, April 19. 

Despite sporadic battles between 
the author, producer and actors, 
Richard Valente’s “River Fire” | 
managed to complete a two-week 
tryout here, closing Saturday night 
copy for both local morning 
dailies. 

Musical got through the opening 
week witl out undue strife, but a 
row broke out over the weekend 


when the author wanted to hold) 


a Sunday (10) rehearsal but was 
told by Mrs. Lucia Cooke, produ- 
cer of the show and president of 
The Stage, sponsoring group, that 
the Equity deputy, Bruce Brighton, 
had demanded orfe day off for the 
cast of the Equity stock setup. She 
also said the theatre would not be 
available. 

Valente obtained the use of the 
theatre, anyway, and asked the 
cast to appear voluntarily. How- 
ever, it turned out that the house 
lights had been cut off because of 


a defective switch, and the elec-{ 


trician was away. The author ac- 
cused Walter Munroe, production 
stage manager, and Hudson Faus- 
sett, director, of sabotaging him. 
Valente claimed his contract had 


been broken and called the papers | 


to announce there would be no 


snd Faugsett went avead with the | BUffalo Playhouse To 


Monday (11) performance with 
last-minute replacements for two 
amateur cast members who had 


Efrem Zimbalist, Jr., and Edith|to return Tuesday (12), but in- 


Lutyens. 





| Newport Prospects 
Newport, R. I., April 19. 


sisted on a rehearsal before that 
night’s show. As a result, the per- 
formance was only half over at 
midnight, so the audience left, as 


The Casino theatre opens its 23d | did the stage crew. 


season here June 27 with the “The 


|Medium” and “The Telephone” | 


package. Plans call for an 11-week 
operating season, which will prob- 
ably include ‘For Love of Money,” 
“The Play’s the Thing,” “O Mistress 
|Mine,” “Happy Birthday,” and, per- 


ulations are seen as a boon to the haps, “The Heiress,” with Basil 
legitimate strawhats, many of; Rathbone. Negotiations are also 
which have never had paying ap- being carried on for William Mc- 
prentices. With all apprentices on Cleery’s ‘Play for Mary,” with Jean 
a non-paying basis the manager is Dalrymple as producer, and also 
able to give parts to the more for the Margaret Webster package, 
promising ones, rather than arbi- “The Taming of the Shrew.” 
trarily cast untalented ones who! producer Sara Stamm has en- 
have paid and been guaranteed a! gaged Don Leven as resident di- 
certain number of assignments. _ rector and Richard Hare continues 
Also, since an apprentice cannot, his third season as scenic designer. 
qualify for Equity membership. 


azement can use any (io. anu CHI HAS CHANGE OF 
imitead number 0 mes during the) 
MIND ON ‘PROSTITUTE’ 


summer without having to pay the) 
union minimum. Contrariwise, the | 





new regulations offset this edge by 
slightly increasing the proportion 
of Equity members required for 
each company. 





Lakewood’s 49th Year 
Skowhegan, Me., April 19. 
Starting its 49th year here, the 


Lakewood theatre has scheduled a | 


14-week season beginning June 4. 
Tentatively set as the opener is 
“The Deep Mrs. Sykes,” with other 
probable productions including 
“The Heiress,” ““O Mistress Mine,” 
“Jenny Kissed Me” and “Strange 
Bedfellows.” Scheduled for a try- 
out during the season is Parker 
Fenley’s “Spring Breaks Through,” 
with Fenley in the starring role. 

The resident company will in- 
clude Royal Beal, Henry Richard, 
Wallace Clark, Reynold Evans and 
Niva Patterson, with production 
and direction being handled by 
Melville Burke. Grant Mills is 
managing director. 





Provincetown’s July 1 Bow 

Provincetown, Mass., April 19. 
‘Provincetown Playhouse, non- 
Equity repertory group under the 
management of Virginia Thoms 
and Catherine Huntington, will 
open an eight or nine week season, 
July 1, with “Ah, Wilderness.” 
Other shows set are “Thunder 
Rock,” “Glass Menagerie,’; “Comic 


Chicago, April 19. 


Mayor Martin H. Kennelly and | Wenzel, Faye Elizabeth Smith and | which will open the summer opera | 


the Chicago authorities finally 


Compromise was finally reached 
Wednesday (13) and the final per- 
formances were played without un- 
due controversy. 


CHORUS EQUITY UPS 





Constitutional amendment §in- 
creasing the Chorus Equity repre- 
sentation on the Equity council 
from five to nine members was 
adopted last week at the quarterly 
membership meeting of the chorus 
union, at the Capitol hotel, N. Y. 
Between 75 and 100 members at- 
tended. Clarence Derwent, Equity 
president, presided. 

Elected to the nominating com- 
mittee, to represent the member- 
ship, were Jean Houloose, Kenneth 





Whelan, Yvonne Tibor, Helen 


Ruth Edberg. Executive commit- 





—* Ballet Theatre, which was die 
kering for a four-week engagement 

os lu Garden, London, for Jul 
as lost out to the Grand Ballet d 
é to Ws; : 'Monte Carlo, which the Britishece 
Annie’ With Gert Niesen ores Cetco, "ach the Britishen 
Hollywood, April 19. Cuevas, Grand Ballet’s impresar. 
First non-Rodgers & Hammer- | io, last week inked for six weeks, 
stein production of “Annie Get) June 21-July 30. Although all that 
Your Gun” is shaping up here the Ballet Theatre sought was run- 
as one of the five Greek Theatre| ning expenses for the London en. 
attractions. Gene Mann is dicker-| gagement, plus transportation one 
ing with Gertrude Niesen to star, way, the Marquis’ terms apparent! 
in the musical, possibly as the sea-| were more attractive. What with the 
son opener July 4. | tourist season and other considera. 





L. A. Griffith Pk. Dickers 








| Mann has discarded plans to! tions, this was regarded as a lush 


bring road companies in during ate. 

the 10-week season and will con- Garson Kanin, now in London to 
centrate again on locally-mounted arrange several producing deals 
productions for two weeks each.|on his own plays, has been nego- 
Originally he had hoped to book | tiating with Laurence Olivier to be 
“Finian’s Rainbow” into the 4,419-| a partial sponsor of Ballet Theatre 


| (16). Uproar provided front-page | ..3+ open-air theatre in Griffith) and aid in getting a West End 


|Park, which he is operating for| house for the troupe. Kanin igs 

ithe fourth season. doing this solely as a_ personal 

favor to William Fields, BT’s book- 
ing manager. 

Charles Payne, of BT’s staff, flew 

to London Monday (18), to try to 

| arrange for the troupe to dance 

| at another house. Company’s plans 

9 | are now a little indefinite. Troupe, 





D. of J. Weighs 


. | current New York four-week en- 

Washington, April 19. | gagement. Company plans an ex- 
Anti-trust division of the Depart-| tensive U. S. tour starting in the 
ment of Justice has concluded its | fall, although it has made few 
| investigation of the legit booking | bookings yet. It doesn’t plan play- 
| Situation in New York and on the| ing N.Y. again this year. 
| road, and is weighing the evidence; The Grand Ballet, now in its na- 
|to determine if there is a case for | tive Monte Carlo, will open a Paris 


| ° 
| prosecution. season May 3, then plays Spain, 
|. Sleuths have been interviewing | Portugal, and Holland before its 
| legit people on Broadway and road | English date. Company has over 
| cities for several months, with! a dozen American dancers on its 
| ores operatives recently concen- | roster, including ballet-master John 
trating on the United Booking Of-| Taras and principals Tamara Tou- 
| fice-Shubert setup. 





manova, Andre Eglevsky, Rosella 
Hightower, Marjorie Tallchief and 
George Skibine. The Marquis, 
married to John D. Rockefeller’s 
etrergpen ag” has been a lavish 
| ballet backer for years. J. Alden 
| Open After Court Case Talbot, wealthy N. Y. real estate 
Buffalo, April 19. operator and engineer, has given 
| Legal fracas among operators of up his post as business adviser to 
Grand Island Playhouse was finally | the Marquis, due to pressure of his 
| resolved in N.Y. supreme court last other interests. The Marquis, who 
week. Decision held that Nathan | was in N. Y. for a brief visit, leaves 
A. Barrell, Robert T. King and today (Wed.) for Paris. 
| Joseph V. Ricigliano, Jr., were the 
| original partners in the enterprise 


perp ty ey eben L.A. CIVIC EXPECTS 
RECORD $7006 SEASON 


assigned to Barrell and King. 
Court held that the leases, which 
Los Angeles, April 19. 
A record $700,000 gross or more 


had been taken in Ricigliano’s | 
showed | for the four-attraction Los Angeles 








name, were for the benefit of the | 
Evidence 


Kanin Seeks Olivier Aid as Sponsor 
For Ballet Theatre in West End House * 


zs 6 
Book Trust | which was idle most of the sea-° 
| son, was assembled recently for the 


COUNCIL REPS TO 9 


partnership. 


for the first year of its operation, 
but left a profit of only $139.45 for 
the partners. Under the court’s 
ruling, Barrell and King will re- 
main in the partnership without 
Ricigliano, and the theatre is ex- 
pected to reopen in July. 


Spence-Brooks For 


Pitt ‘Norway’ Bow 
Pittsburgh, April 19. 
Wilma Spence and Lawrence 
Brooks have been set for the lead- 








that the theatre drew over $13,000 Civic Light Opera Assn. season 


‘looms on the basis of mail-order 
subscription requests thus far. 
| Civie has sold $400,000 worth of 
tickets by mail with boxoffice sale 
of season tickets getting underway 
| yesterday (18). 
Tickets for individual sho 

“The Great Waltz,” “Brigadoon, 
“High Button Shoes” or “Kiss Me 
Kate,” go on sale just before each 
opening and demand for single at- 
tractions is expected to put the 
| Civie well beyond last years smash 
total of $654,500. 





Louisville Season — 
Louisville, April 19. 
George Gans, executive V-P, 


|ing roles in “Song of Norway,” | 


| season here at the Pitt Stadium 


backed down today (Tues.) and _| tee representatives on the commit-| week of June 6. It'll be the sec- 2nd Maurice Settle, executive sec 


| rescinded their ban against the tee are Maria Harriton (chairman), ond straight year that Brooks, who | Tetary of the Louisville 


Park The- 


local presentation of “The Re-| Kathleen O’Brien and Rebecca was in the original production of atrical Assn., announced the fol- 


| spectful Prostitute.” As a result, 
the Jean-Paul Sartre play, a hit 
last season on Broadway, will open 
at the Harris here May 15, with 
“Hope Is the Thing with Feathers” 
as curtain-raiser. 

Show is being presented by Las- 
sor H. Grosberg, in association 
with New Stages, the producer of 
the original Broadway edition. 'A 
film name is being sought for the 
title part in “Prostie’’ and as many 
as possible of the original cast 
will be used. Mary Hunter will 
stage the Sartre work again and 
Joseph Kramm will do the same 
for “Hope.” 

Okay by the authorities follows 
lengthy agitation by various civic 
groups headed by the American 
Civil Liberties Union. Highlight 
of the campaign was a rally and 
public reading of the play by mem- 
| bers of the original cast. Previ- 
ously, police officials had banned 
the play on the grounds that it 
a be harmful to race _ rela- 

ions. 





Annual membership meeting and 


Lee. First meeting of the group 
| will be today (Wed.). 

| To be elected at the annual 
| meeting in June are the chairman 
of the executive committee, to 
serve one year; a recording secre- 





|tary, to serve one year; seven— 
/members of the executive commit- | 
| tee, for three-year terms; one re-| 


| placement, for one year, and one 


|replacement for two years, plus, 


ithree council representative re- 


placements and four new council 


_ representatives. 





Quits Seattle Lease 
Seattle, April 19. 

Cecelia Schultz, operator of the 
| Moore theatre here for the past 14 
|years, is giving up her lease June 
/1. Mrs. Schultz will continue to 
‘book attractions into the Civic 
|}auditorium and the Metropolitan 
‘theatre. The Moore has. been 
}leased by the Seattle Revival Cen- 
ter. 

High cost of operation was the 
| Teason given by Mrs. Schultz for 


‘election of Actors Equity will be relinquishing the Moore, which 


held June 3 at the Astor hotel, 
N, Yuya 95° J9%2 980 f-.) 


leaves Seattle with only one legit 
house, the, Metropolitan... ; 4. ; 





lowing operettas to be staged at 
Iroquois Amphitheatre for a six- 
week season, beginning July 1: 


_“Norway,” will have been on hand 
|locally for the inaugural. He 


played Ravenal in “Show Boat,” “Song of Norway,” “Wizard of Oz,” . 


| the inaugural show last June. “Blossom Time,” “Irene,” 

| Miss Spence, too, has played Mill” and “Desert Song.” Season 
here in several al fresco offerings. | Will open a week later than usual, 
She’s now with New York Civic in hopes of getting a better break 
Opera Co. Nine productions have 9" the weather and other const 

been set for this summer, same as &'@tions. 9 
a season ago, with “Wizard of Oz” Principals signed for the 194 
the finale first week in August. al fresco season are Robert Shafer, 
Walter Cassel, Buster West, Be 
Rooney, Jr., Victoria Sherry, 

| Drama Reporters Meet Williams, Earl Covert, Maureen 
| Drama reporters of the New Cannon, Nancy Kenyon, ae 
| York dailies and trade papers have Brotherson, Truman Gaige, o 
organized an informal group to Fellows, Dorothy Keller and ——- 
hold monthly luncheon meetings, Busch. Operettas will be a 
Idea is primarily social and the Under general direction of 


: a isted by 
intention is to have name guests DuFor, who will be nen nic 
from show business for off-the |staff members Rollo Wayne, or 


-rec- | . ve Whi mus!- 
lord talks. designer; William Parsons, Lilley 
| Initial session was held Monday | ¢2! Girector; Edward Clerks 


i Virginia Jo 
(18) and subsequent ones will be peg etre od . 


ithe first Monday of each month. — 
| Md. Hilltop’s Opener 


| chet ‘il 19. 
Rae will probably try out thei . Baltimore, April 

| duction of “The Trial” at Stanford Don Swann will open his one 
Univ. this summer. Joseph Schild-| theatre in nearby Asay 
‘kraut will star in the Andre Gide| Valley May 2 with “John 

| and Jean-Louis Barrault drama-| Mary.” oe 
tization of the Frana Kafka novel! Gearge. Schaefer is directing 





} 
| 








Robert Whitehead and Oliver 
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Total Broadway Grosses 


The following are the comparative figures based on VarRtety’s 
boxoffice estimates, for last week and the corresponding week of 


last season: 


umber of shows current...... 
mal weeks played so far by all 


Total gross for all current shows last week... $594,600 
Total season’s gross so far for all shows. . $25,420,600 
Number of new productions so far.............. 6 


This Last 
Season Season 
ee stg eebanns : ee 27 
ae 1,074 1,155 
$603,000 
$25,309,500 
1 





Two More Plays Easing Chi Drought: 
Roberts’ $24,000; ‘Finian's’ $26,800 


Chicago, April 19. + 


Legit drought here is being re- 
jieved with arrival of ‘‘Mr. Adams, 
‘Allegro” and San Carlo Opera 
Co., last-named coming into Civic 
Opera House April 23 for 10 per- | 
formances. Advance for opera has | 
hit $34,000 mark, while excitement 
over “Adams” and “Allegro” has 
been minimal. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Finian’s Rainbow,” Shubert 
(ilth week) (2,100; $4.94). Holy 
Week and rainy weekend nicked 
take: good $26,800. 

“Mr. Roberts,” Erlanger (31st 
week) (1,334; $4.33). Pre-Easter 
drop didn’t affect b.o. as much as 
other legiter here. Got. nearly, 
$24,000. 


‘STREETCAR’ NEAT 216 
IN 1ST ST. LOO WK. 


St. Louis, April 19. | 


Tennessee Williams’ “A Street-| 
car Named Desire” won plaudits | 
from the crix and finished the first | 
of a two-week stand at the Ameri- 
can theatre Saturday (16) with a/' 
neat $21,000 despite Holy Week in 
this: heavily populated Catholic 
town. 

Eight performances at the 1,700- 
eat house were scaled to $4.27. 
Bia Hagen, Anthony Quinn, Mary 
Welch and Russell Hardie got good 
notices. 








Philly Continues | 
At Low B.0. Ebb: 


Philadelphia, April 19. 


Last week Philly’s legit biz con- 
tinued at the low ebb that has dis- 
tinguished it for nearly two 
months although in this instance, 
since it happened to be Holy Week, 
the laggardly attendance wasn’t so| 
surprising. As a matter of fact. 
town has had only one real legit 
smash since Feb. 1; that one ex- 
ception to the dismal statistics was 
“Detective Story,” which was near- 
pened in its nine-day stay at the 

ocust starting March 10. Only 
other legiter to cause any boxoffice 
excitement at all was~ “Inside 
U.S.A.,” but this returning mu- 
sical. in two weeks at the Shubert 
starting March 14, was a long way | 
from capacity. 

Last week’s two entries fared 
brutally. The Yiddish production | 
of “Anna Lucasta,” opening Thurs- 
day at the Walnut and playing. 
matinees Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday, was under $4,500 in six 
performances, and “The Cat and 
the Canary” only grossed about 
$4,000 in its second and final week 
at the Forrest. 


“Lucasta” holds. over this week. 
while the only newcomer, opening 
last night (18) at the Forrest, is 
“Present Laughter” with Edward) 
Everett Horton. It’s in for two 
weeks with nothing officially 
skedded to follow although “Gay- 
den” may get a week or two if. 
management figures it needs fur-| 
ther working-over after Boston 
preeen. Locust, Walnut and Shu- 
ert have never had a _ booking. 
ne them, and probably won't 


Longhair Shorts 


Lee Shaynen, who is only 24, 
will conduct the N. Y. City Opera 
Co. performance of “La Traviata” 
Sunday (24) at N. Y. City Center 
- -. The American Theatre Wing's 
second annual concert award has 
gone to Negro baritone, Frank. 
Roane . . . Edward Johnson, gen- 
eral manager of the Metropolitan 
Opera Assn., received the Decree 
of Officer of the National Order of 
the Southern Cross, from the Bra- 
zilian government, Saturday (16). | 

Frank Chapman, husband of | 

etopera star Gladys Swarthout. 
Opens a public relations office this 
week in New York ... Herva Nelli, 
who recently sang “Aida” with 
Arthur Toscanini and the NBC 
Symphony, leaves for Havana next 
month to fulfill concert engage- 
ments there May>10¢ lt and: 12. 








Okla.” Strong $27,000, 
New Haven, Spgfld. 


New Haven, April 19. 
“Oklahoma!” hit town last week 
for another repeat date (14-16) and 
waltzed away with a strong gross. 
Despite Holy Week drawback from 
the b.o. angle, an approximate 


$14,000 was good for four shows 
at $4.20 top. Musical got another 


HOLY WEEK NIPS 
‘INSIDE’ IN PITT, 256 


Pittsburgh, April 19. 

Holy Week was a little too much 
‘even for “Inside U. S. A.” to over- 
come at the Nixon and though 
| Beatrice Lillie-Jack Haley show 
| charged the highest top of the sea- 
|son, $5.20, including tax, it bare- 
‘ly got $25,000. This was consid- 
|erably umder expectations in the 
‘light of the comparatively heavy 
‘advance and the boxoffice notices 
from all three dailies. 

“Inside” will wind up strong, 
however, this stanza and should 





get well into the black on the en-| 


|gagement. There’s been a big call 
for tickets to closing week and a 
near-capacity finish is looked for. 
Previous high scale for a musical 
has been $4.55 and that $5.20 tar- 
iff is believed to have hurt. 

| Nixon has Joe £. Brown coming 
back next week for second time 
in “Harvey” (Frank Fay played it 
here just a few months ago), but 
there’s nothing -definitely in sight 
after that. 


Medea’ Big 246, 
Years 86, Boston 





$13,000 in four performances the} 


first part of the week in Spring- | 


field, Mass. 


Current week has preem of “Gay- | 


den” (Fay Bainter) for a last half 
(21-23). 

“Ballet Russe” (26-27), Webster 
Shakespeare Rep (29-30), “Present 
Laughter” (May 5-7) look like sea- 
son’s finale. 





Current Road Shows 
(April 18-30). 

“Allegro” — Gt. Northern, Chi. 
(18-30). 

“Annie Get Your Gun’—Poche, 
N. Orleans (18-25); Aud., Jackson 
(26-27): Aud., Shreveport (28-29); 
Aud., Ft. Worth (30). 


“Blackouts of 1949”—El Capitan, 
L. A. (18-30). 
“Born Yesterday” — Town Hall, 


| Toledo (18-20); Aud., Roch, (21-23); | 


Erlanger, Buff. (25-30). 
“Brigadoon”’—Cass, Det. (18-30). 
“Cat and Canary” — Playhouse, 

Wilm. (18-23); Ford’s, Balto, (25- 

30). 

“Finian’s Rainbow” — Shubert, 

Chi. (18-30). 

“Gayden” — Shubert, N. Haven 

(21-23); Plymouth, Bost. (25-30). 
“Great Waltz’ — Curran, Frisco 

(25-30). 


“Happiest Years” — Plymouth, 


Bost. (18-23). 
“Harvey” (Fay Co.)— Aud., St. 
Paul (18); Lyceum, Mpls. (19-23); 


Lyceum, Mpls, (24); Omaha, Omaha 
(25-27): Stuart, Lincoln (28); Music 
Hall, K. C. (29); Aud., Calinas (30). 
“Harvey” (Brown Co.) — Ford's, 
Balto. (18-23); Nixon, Pitt. (25-30). 
“High Button Shoes” — Omaha, 


, Omaha (18-20); KRNT, Des Moines 


(21-23); Davidson, Mil. (25-30). 

“I Know My Love’—Aud., Pasa- 
dena (18-19); White, Fresno (21-22); 
Aud., Sacramento (23); Geary, 
Frisco (25-30). 

“Inside U. §. A.”—Nixon, Pitt. 
(18-23); Hanna, Cleve. (25-30). 

“Man and Superman’’—Mayfair, 
Portland (18-20); Met., Seattle (21- 
23): Met., Seattle (24-26); Temple, 
Tacoma (27); Capitol, Yakima (28). 

“Medea”’—Shubert, Bost. (18-30). 

“Mr. Adam” — Blackstone, Chi. 
(18-30). 

“Mr. Roberts” — Erlanger, Chi. 
(18-30). 

“Mrs. Gibbons’ Boys” — Wilbur, 
Bost. (18-30). 

“O Mistress Mine” — Melba, 
Dallas (18-20); Par, Austin (21); 
Texas, S. Antonio (22-23); Music 


| Hall, Houston (24-25); Aud., Lake 


Charles (26); Poche, N. Orleans 
(27-30). 

“Oklahoma!” (No. 1 Co.)—Met., 
Providence (18-23); Keith, Portland 
(25-30). 

“Oklahoma!” (No. 2 Co.)—Park- 
way, Madison (18-23); American, 
St. Louis (25-30). 

“Present Laughter’ — Forrest, 
Philly (18-30). 

“Show Boat’ — Hanna, Cleve. 
(18-23); Hartman, Col. (25-30). 

“Streetcar Named _ Desire’— 
Amer., St. Louis (18-23); Cox, 


Cincy (25-30). 


‘Okla! 296, Ontario 


London, Ont., April 19. 
No. 2 company of “Oklahoma!” 
grossed a nifty $28,900 here last 
week. 
Theatre Guild production moved 





ii «to Meadisony Wis.; thiscweeki« 


Boston, A pril” 19. 


“Medea” came into the Shubert 
last week to run into a wow set 
of notices and plenty big biz from 
the outset. “The Happiest Years,” 
following Tues. at the Plymouth, 
was not so happily greeted but 
some First Night Club business and 
| general lack of theatre fare in town | 
| gave it a fairly good take. Mean- 
| time, Monte Woolley, sparking the 
|Harvard Dramatic Club annual 
| production, did a neat turn for the 
'b.o. in Cambridge with final week 
| current. 
| Only opener this week is “Mrs. 
Gibbon’s Boys” at the Wilbur, with 
“Gayden,” Ballet Russe de Monte 
Carlo and “Born Yesterday” in the 
| offing. 


Estimates for Last Week 


“Medea,” Shubet (lst week) (1,- 
| 750; $3.60). This one had plenty 
of prestige before it came in, but 
the sock notices didn’t hurt to 
| shove this up to $24,000 on eight, 
very big for a legit attraction. 
Second week current with one 
more after that. 
| “The Happiest Years,” Plymouth 
(Ist week) (1,200; $3.60). Peggy 
Wood on the marquee didn’t hurt 
when this one caught so-so notices, 
nor did backlog of club biz, but 
only did $8,000 on seven, which 
isn’t too encouraging. Final week 
current. 





‘Mistress’ Biz Peps 
Omaha on Legiters 


| Omaha, April 16. 
| With “O Mistress Mine” doing 


a neat one-day gross of $5,000, the 
promotion department of 


| 





, World-Herald, which sponsored the | 
|local appearance for its Good Fel- | 


‘lows charity fund, is pepped up 
/on road shows. J. S. Summers, 
promotion manager, is now mulling 
bringing ‘““The Hasty Heart’ next | 
October. The Theatre Guild pro- 
duction is known here through a 
fine two-week stand at Community 
| Playhouse. 

| Silvia Sidney and other members | 
of the “Mistress” company left of- 
ficial circles pouting here when 
they wouldn’t get up in the morn- 
ing to do appearances, interviews, 
etc., to boost a charity fund. 


‘Shoes’ $24,600, Mpls, 


Minneapolis, April 19. | 

In the face of Holy Week, the. 
Jewish holidays, bad snowstorms | 
and the absence of Eddie Foy, Jr., | 
its star, from the cast, “High But-| 
ton Shoes” at $4.20 top, playing | 
its only Twin City 
the 1,900-seat Lyceum, grossed a 





| playing 13 performances this week; 
new edition due late in May; $29,- 


~ Pacific’ $50,600 


Bway Spurts After Big Slide; 


First Full Week 


Tops List; Only Three Sellouts 





Legit attendance on Broadway 
| took the expected jump last Friday | 
night (15), reacting to the start of 
| the Easter holiday period. Up un-| 
'til that point, receipts had been 
| steadily shrinking, with grosses for 
some shows dipping to new lows. 
, Business was brutal last midweek, 
particularly at the Wednesday (13) 
matinees, when ‘the only shows to 
go clean were “Death of a Sales- 
man,” “Kiss Me, Kate” and “South 
Pacific.”” The takings will be sub- 
stantially improved this week, but 
thereafter will probably taper off 
steadily for the balance of the 
season 

This week’s only opening 
“Magnolia Alley.” Next week 
brings “The Happiest Years” and 
there are three premieres and two 
return engagements listed for May. 
There were no closings last week, 
but “Howdy, Mr. Ice” shutters 
; Saturday (23). 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

Other parenthetic figures refer 
to seating capacity and top price, 
including 20% amusement tar. 


was 


However, estimates are net; i.e., 
exclusive of tax. 
“All for Love,” Hellinger (12th 


wk) (R-1,543; $4.80). Climbed a bit 
to approximately $6,000. 

“Along Fifth Avenue,” 
(14th wk) (R-1,472; 
drooped, going to a 
about $17,000. 

“Anne of 1.000 Days,” Shubert 
(19th wk) (D-1,387; $4.80). Eased | 
slightly further, but began recover- 

‘ing Friday night; over $26,000. 

“As the Girls Go,’”’ Winter Gar- 
den (22d wk) (M-1,519; $7.20). Fine | 
house Friday night and _ sellout | 
Saturday night took the gross to 
|about $1,000 over the previous 
week; almost $42,000. 

“At War With the Army,” Booth 
(6th wk) (C-712; $4.80). Ebbed 
back to $10,200, but may get its 
best gross this week. 

“Big Knife,” National (8th wk) 
(D-1,172; $4.80). Also felt the pre- 
holiday lull, but should share this 
week’s upturn; $15,300. 

“Born Yesterday,” Miller (167th 
wk) (C-940; $4.80). Likewise af- 
fected; almost $10,000. 

“Death of a Salesman,” Morosco 
(10th wk) (D-931; $4.80). One of 
the three smashes that went clean 
and had the standee limit at every 
performance; because no theatre 
| parties were involved, the gross hit 
the absolute limit; bettered $24,400. 
| “Detective Story,’ Hudson (4th 
'wk) (D-1,057; $4.80). Had a few | 
empties at the Wednesday matinee, | 

| but a great week at $22,600. 

“Edward, My Son,” Beck (29th 
wk) (D-1,214; $4.80). Off a bit, 
more, but should also make a re- 

/ covery this week; Dennis King and 
Brooke Byron take over next week | 
for Robert Morley and Leueen 
McGrath, respectively; about $21,- 
000. 

“Goodbye, My Fancy,” Fulton 
(22d wk) (CD-966; $4.80). Dipped 
with the trend, but bounced back | 


Imperial 
$6). Also 
new low; 


| starting Friday; $17,900. 


“High Button Shoes,” Broadway 
(80th) wk) (M-1,900; $6). Fine 
weekend took the gross up to just 
above $26,000. 

“Howdy, Mr. Ice,” Center (43d 
wk) (R-2,964; $2.88). Big weekend 
trade took the gross to nearly $1,- 
000 better than the previous week; | 
closing Saturday night (23), but’ 


000. 

“Kiss Me, Kate,” Century (16th) 
wk) (M-1,654; $6). One of the 
three entries to get the maximum 
gross possible for the week; bet- 
tered $47,100 again. 

“Lend an Ear,” Broadhurst (18th | 
wk) (R-1,160; $6). Off somewhat | 


engagement at to almost $30,000; should rebound | rang the $30,000 bell, 
| this week and play through the 


mediocre $24,600 for six nights and / summer. 


two matinees. | 


Joey Faye substituted for Foy, 
and won the critics’ plaudits, as 
, did the rest of the cast and show. | 


| 





‘Shoes’ 22G, Omaha 
Omaha, April 19. 
“High Button Shoes” gross will 
be $22,000 for three nights and a 
matinee starting last night ‘Mon.), 
a sellout. 





Ballet Russe 29G, Toronto 


Toronto, April 19. 
Despite Holy Week, Ballet Russe 
de Monte Carlo did a sock $29,000 
here, with the Royal Alexandra 
(1,525) sealed at $3.30 top. 
Advance sale on second week of 
' engagementvwas ever $20,000) » 


, wk) 


“Life With Mother,” Empire 
(26th wk) (C-1,082; $4.80). Sharp 
upturn on the weekend was re- 
sponsible for the week’s slight im- 
provement to almost $13,000. 

“Light Up.the Sky,” Royale (22d 
(C-1,035; $4.80). Practically 
the same as the previous week; 
management has_ started’ using 
two-for-ones. which may stimulate 
attendance; $12,700. 

“Love Life,” 46th St. (28th wk) 
(M-1,319; $6). Inched up a trifle; 
topped $20,100. 

“Madwoman of Chaillot,” Belas- 
co (15th wk) (C-1,077; $4.80). 
Critics’ Circle prize, with the dis- 
play ad plugging it Thursday (14), 
plus the weekend spurt, boosted 
the week’s gross; over $19,300. 

“Magnolia Alley,” Mansfield 
(C-1,041; $3.60). Play by *George 


' wk) 


/ (4th wk) (388; $3.60). 


Batson, presented by Lester Cut- 
ler; opened Monday night (18) to 
poor notices. 

“Mister Roberts,” Alvin (61st 
wk) (CD-1,357; $4.80). Had some 
empty seats Wednesday afternoon, 
but standees all other times; near- 
ly $34,000. 

“Private Lives,” Plymouth (28th 
wk) (C-1,062; $4.80). Edged up a 
trifle on the late-in-the-week spurt; 
nearly $12,900. 


“Silver Whistle,” Biltmore (21st 
wk) (C-920; $4.80) Eased a bit; 
$14,000 

“South Pacific,” Majestic (2d 
wk) (M-1,.659:; $6). About the hot- 
test ticket in town; absolute limit 


of standees every performance and 
the biggest advance sale on rec- 
ord: first full week's gross topped 
the list of nearly $50,600, the max- 
imum possible at the scale. 

“Streetcar Named Desire,” 
Barrymore (72d wk) (C-920; $4.80). 
Slid a bit more, but also should do 
better this week and seems set at 
least through the summer; just 
over $20,000. 

“The Traitor,” 48th Street (3d 
wk) (D-917; $4.80). Hasn't caught 
on in spite of generally favorable 
notices; slim $7,400. 

“Two Blind Mice,’ Cort (7th 
(C-1,064; $4.80). Weekend 
spurt didn’t offset the brutal ear- 
ly-week dip, but should share in 
this week’s improvement; $10,400. 

“Where’s Charley?” St. James 
(23d wk) (M-1,509; $6). Also felt 
the general lull the first half of the 
week; but $35,700 was still potent. 


Holy Week Nips L. A., 
But Lunts $31,700, 
‘Cheek’ 5G, ‘Crown’ 43 


Los Angeles, April 19. 

Combination of Holy Week and 
start of Passover cut sharply into 
local legit takes last week, but the 
recovery appears to be rapid. 

The Lunts finaled at the Bilt- 
more, after a three-week stand 
with “I Know My Love,” and 
racked up a great $93,000 total al- 
though final week was below ex- 
pectations. House stays dark now 
until June 6, when it rekindles 
with Frank Fay in “Harvey.” 
Coronet also shuttered when Cir- 
cle Players closed their American 
preem of “Caligula’’ Sunday (17) 





after two anemic weeks. “Cafe 
Crown,” announced to close Sat- 
urday at El Patio, changed its 


mind and will remain through this 


| week. 


Estimates for Last Week 

“Blackouts of 1949,” El Capitan 
(356th wk) (1,142; $2.40). Not even 
Holy Week disturbs the even $17,- 
000 tenor. 

“Cafe Crown,” El] Patio (5th wk) 
(790; $3). Start of Passover hit 
particularly hard, slumping to $4.,- 
500. Announced closing Saturday 
(16), however, brought such im- 
mediate response that it will re- 
main through April 23. 

“Caligula,’ Coronet (2d wk) 
(255; $3.60). Finaled Sunday (17) 
after 15 days with a sour $4,500 
total, second (8 days) frame hav- 
ing slipped $500. Total represents 
about 40% capacity. 

“I Know My Love,” Biltmore (3d 
wk) (1,636; $4.20). Holy Week 
marred expected record take, gal- 
leries being weak. Frame’s $31,- 
700 was great. 

“Tongue in Cheek,” Las Palmas 
Fell to $5,- 
000, slightly above operating level 
but expects to start collecting 
again this week. 


‘Allegro’ 306, Detroit 


Detroit, April 19. 

“Allegro” drew excellent audi- 
ences to the Cass for a week and 
very good 
for the Lenten season. “Bri- 
gadoon” opened at the theatre 
Sunday (17) for two weeks. 

In the final week of a 17-day 
run, “Mr. Adam” did oke $10,200 
at the Shubert-Lafayette. Farce 
rolled up a good $12,800 in the 
first 10 days. Play went to Chi- 
cago’s Blackstone from here. The 
Shubert-Lafayette will remain dark 
for at least three weeks. 


‘Mistress’ 7G in 4, K.C. 
Kansas City, April 19. 
“O Mistress Mine,” with John 
Loder and Sylvia Sidney, was 
lightweight in a three-day run in 
the Music Hall here last week. 
Four performances, April 10-12, 
totalled $7,000 with $3.66 top. 
A & N Presentations has “Har- 
vey” on schedule for one night late 








‘in? Aprifire'*! 
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Plays Out 


Mrs. Gibbons’ Boys | 


Boston, April 18. | 


George Abbott production of comedy 
fn three acts by Will Glickman and Jo- 
seph Stein. Staged by Abbott; features 
Lois Bolton, Glenda Farrell and Francis 
Compton. Sets, John Root; costumes, | 
John Robert Lloyd. At Wilbur, Boston, | 
{rt oesey albbons.”- Lois Bolton | 

: 7 eS ARPT , 
ere. Evsez .... Glenda Farrell 


Myra Hood palwaed ps ! ' 
Lester MacMichaels..... Francis Compton 
Rudy Gibbons.......+-+++> Tommy Lewis 
Mr. Rausch .. Richard Taber 


ee et Ray Walston 
.. Richard Carlyle 
Royal Dano 


Rodla Gibbons ; 
Francis X. Gibbons... 
Ernie (Horse) Wagner.... 


DOMME. fcaccs eee heceenedes William David 
Mr. BUPOM. 00 cdcs eed pee Ralph Theadore 
OT RES Frey Ti Helen Mayon 





The only thing that is wholly 
clear about “Mrs. Gibbons’ Boys” 
is its destination—which is the 
nearest limbo. No more bewilder- 
ingly dismal farce ever rocked an 
audience to stupor in a shorter 
time. There’s just nothing that can 
be done about it. 


There is no question that this 
preposterous, deranged tale of the 
world’s champion non-sequituring 
mother and her monstrous brood 
of jailbirds reads well. The lines | 
often have a wit and a certain un- 
expected quality that on paper 


must have seemed disarming. To | Bishop, lends a note of authority. 


© ? 
f T Bauer Writes Em 
0 owl Pittsburgh, April 19. 
: George Bauer, musical director 
Tanglewood, but there’s nothing | of the Broadway hit, “Lend an 
ahead of it now but grief. —_—_ Ear,” has written a couple of tunes 
The yarn, what there is of it, isn’t | ¢5.- ‘the forthcoming Playhouse re- 
bad, and by the time the second vue, “Of All Things,” which opens 
act gets under way a couple of a run April 29. Bauer’s association 
characters appear and emit enough | ith local communit theatre 
Boekalpyise ak sy to mane oe oca y 
oings-on endurable in a paralyzed | 
soot ~" way, but the chances are | two years ago as arranger and ac- 
there’d be nobody left in a Broad-| companist for the Charits Gaynor 
way house to snicker at them. ‘show, “After Hours,” some of 
Situation finds a GI (Douglas which Gaynor later incorporated 
Watson) poring over his college jin “Ear.” 
book in the home of his mother- | Most of the score for “Of All 
in-law (Peggy Woods) assisted by | Things,” however, has been pro- 
a tweedily platonic biologist yiged by Ken Welch, junior at 
(Louisa Horton), while his wife Carnegie Tech, who supplied the 
(Judy Parrish) looks on in helpless tunes tor & couple of Tech’s Scotch 
befuddlement. The mother-in-law’s peer Soda Club revues. Remaining 
meddling finally achieves a_ split} ae — yi by Edward 
between husband and wife which | ®UMDers ee 4 Gascub 
is repaired only by much demon- | Redding, Si — an " © of 
stration, amidst college yells, that | Youngling, latter two on stall o 
the GI and the biologist are en-| Station KDKA. 
tirely unmoved by personal biolog- 
ical considerations. 
Through all this Peggy Wood’s 
virtuosity plays an important part | 
in keeping things together, while | 
a priceless sketch of ang i 
salesman and his wife by Loring Magnolia Alley 
Smith and June Walker, and nice Lester — production of comedy in 
work by Jessie Busley and Richard | three acts (five scenes) by George Batson. 


Stars Jessie Royce Landis; features Jackie 
Cooper, Bibi Osterwald, Anne Jackson, 





Play on Broadway 











hear these lines recited by capable | As a matter of fact, the entire cast | Julie Harris. Staged by Carl Shain; set- 
actors and to watch the story un-|is competent, as is the direction. | ting, Edward Gilbert; costqmes, Guy Kent. 


fold, however, is a rare experience 
in seeing well-written prose back- 
fire with crushing force. There are 
laughs. But the incongruity of the 
action and the characters is so in- 
tense that they have a guilty sound, 


as if the audience knew better | 


than to laugh at such proceedings. 
The plot line develops around a 


silly widow (Lois Bolton) being 
courted by a middleaged fuddy- 
duddy (Francis Compton), who, 


having accepted his proposal, is 
suddenly overwhelmed by the ap- 
pearance of two of. her hoodlum 
sons and an incoherent gangster 
who have escaped from prison. 
They keep the old bachelor prison- | 
er in the house while trying to | 
plan how to make good their es- | 
cape and, by stealing his keys, rob | 
his office of $438. Although the | 
woman has always found excuses | 
for her sons’ criminal tendencies, | 
this offends her, and she induces | 
them to return to prison. 


Every device is 
make this situation funny. 
main one being the widow’s pre- 
posterous logic, but George Abbott, 
who seems as baffled by the affair 
as anyone else, adds his usual 
quota of millings-around. Miss 
Bolton has the most lines and does 
them with a properly vacuous de- 
livery, and Compton adds the most 
substantial part as the old bache- 
lor. Royal Dano creates a special 
type as the gangster, and Tom 
Lewis, Ray Walston and Richard 
Carlyle are suitably grotesque as 
the sons. Glenda Farrell has 
nothing whatever to do but lounge 
about and competently issue in- 
competent wisecracks. 

John Root did the set, which is 
the only thing that makes —. 

lie. 





The Happiest Years 


Boston, April 13. 


Gertrude Macy production of play in 
three acts (four scenes) by Thomas Cole 
and William Roerick. Stars Peggy Wood. 
Staged by James Neilson; set, James Rus- 

ell. At Plymouth, Boston, April 12, ’49; 


3.60 top. 
Martha Johnson...........- Judy Parrish 
Richard Johnson...,..... Douglas Watson 
Alida Wentworth.......... Jessie Busley 
Came GONG. . . sc coseuess Peggy Wood 
Bertram Graves.......... Richard Bishop 
Roger Littlefield........ Jimmy Goodwin 
Joan Miller... -«+-....Louisa Horton 
Florence Graves........... June Walker 


BEOTtOR GRAVES. . oc ccaciccss Loring Smith 





The happiest years for this slim 
item are regrettably all over. It 
may have had a happy time as a 
silo circuiter last summer at 


SAMUEL FRENCH 


SINCE 1830 
Play, Brokers and 


Authors’ Representatives 


25 West 45th Street, New York 
7623 Sunset Blvd., Hollywood 46, Cal. 























MODELS, Size 10-12 
EXPERIENCED ONLY 


Height 5 fi., 8”-9" in Heels 
Waist 23"; Hips 34”°-35”; Bust 337-34" 


High Salary, Steady 


ADELE SIMPSON, 536 7th Ave. 














Managers — Producers 


Legitimate sensational play touch- 
ing upon miscegenntion. Novel treat - 
ment. All-white cast of 12, one set. 
Author will direct. Ne playbrokers. 
Interested principals only write Box 
V-81, c/o Variety, 154 W. 46th Si., 
New York 19. 











But it’s largely wasted in a piece | At Mansfield, N. Y., April 18, "49; $3.60 


: : t ($4.80 ening). 
‘that, for all its occasional flashes | [OP S*yiiue 


tenuous and tedious. The situation | Andy Hamill.............. Jackie Cooper 





{Sarr Bibi Osterwald 
|merely encompasses the span of a) pom). 220. Robert White 
| one-acter. Bite. | Joadie.......ceccccccccess Hildy Parks 
| » | Miss Hels... .ccccccccscese: Frances Bavier 

Nita .....cssecccccccceees Anne Jackson 


.. Brad Dexter 


Le it Bits fal, tances.) 2. 2°" S°°*? ae ewan 
gl Doctor .....ccccsceserss -.Don Kennedy 


Te ree ae Douglas Rutherford 





: 4 George Batson as author and 
Basil Dean planes ee per | Lester “Cutler as producer have 
Among his ‘compounded one of the minor in- 





| don Saturday (23) 
weeks in New York. 


stems from his appearance here) 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


Circumstances dealing with the way Richard Rodgers and Oscar 
Hammerstein, 2d, formed their collaboration to do “Oklahoma!” for the 
Theatre Guild, were revealed last week. By coincidence, both became 
'enthusiastic about the possibility of a musical version of Lynn Riggs’ 
| play, “Green Grow the Lilacs,” simultaneously, but independently, 
| Rodgers was in New York and Hammerstein in Hollywood at the time. 


_. Theresa Helburn, co-director of the Theatre Guild, which had orig. 





'inally produced “Lilacs,” broached the idea of a musical version to 
'Rodgers, and asked him to suggest someone as collaborator. Mean. 
| while, Hammerstein had the same inspiration and tried to interest 
| his then collaborator, Jerome Kern, in the project. Unable to get 
Kern to do it, Hammerstein came east and went to lunch with Rodgers, 


| After the usual greetings, Rodgers asked Hammerstein if he wag. 


| familiar with the Riggs drama. The lyricist answered, “I know it very 
| well.” Said Rodgers, “What do you think of doing a musical of it?” 
| And Hammerstein replied, “I think it would be wonderful. I’ve been 
| wanting to do the same thing myself.” Before the adaptation was made 
|the film rights were boughteback from Metro, which had paid about 
| $30,000 for them and had spent an additional $100,000 or so in g 
futile effort to get a satisfactory screen treatment. 





| Speech kudosing actor-singer Alfred Drake was made to the House 
of Representatives last week by Rep. Frederic R. Coudert, Jr., of 
N. Y. Pointing out that Drake had just copped the Vocal Arts Plaque 
for 1949, Coudert told the House: “Mr. Drake is a real New Yorker, 
|He was born in the Bronx, spent his childhood in Brooklyn, and his 
adult life so far has been reserved for Manhattan. Not only does he 
| act in serious and musical roles, but is also a playwright and director 
‘of no mean distinction. Millions of people have seen and heard him 
| on the stage, screen and radio, and his recordings have reached many 
|more millions of ears. His performance in ‘Oklahoma!’ will not be 
| forgotten by those who had the good fortune to enjoy it. He is back 
|entertaining visitors in the 17th Congressional district in another 
| successful musical play ‘Kiss Me Kate.’” 


| ‘ “ . pee veesces sd see Beene | 
of humor in the dialog, is both | Laura Beaumont..... Jessie Royce Landis | 





| Here’s another one for the it’s-a-small-world department. George 
|Somnes, legit producer, has just been named stager for the new 
| group which will operate the summer theatre at Cohasset, Mass., thig 
/season. That’s the house Fred Burleigh had for a dozen seasons, with 
| the assistance of Richard Hoover during the many of them. Burleigh 
is the director and Hoover the general manager of the Pittsburgh 
Playhouse. From 1918 to 1930, Somnes directed the Indianapolis Civie 
|Theatre. Burleigh held down that same post from ’34 to ’37 and 
| Hoover from ’A0 to °42. Incidentally, Burleigh had left Cohasset last 
| September with the understanding that his lease on the Town Hall 
would be renewed there, but he was notified a couple of months ago 
that the town’s board of selectmen had rented it instead to a local 


. ti | discretions of the season in ‘‘Mag- 
production | volia Alley.” It is a witless and 
tasteless comedy, which a few of 


future prospects is a 
of James Elroy Flecker’s poetic 
drama “Hassan,” with a score by 
Frederick Delius. The British au- 
thor-director-producer plans an- 


other Broadway visit next fall... | 


With the closing Saturday of 
“Howdy, Mr. Ice,” at the Center, 
N. Y., pressagent Stan Brody will 
take a motor vacation trip through 
the south.. Michael O’Shea, asso- 


|ciate with Bill Doll, has his first 
employed to full p.a. status as rep for Fortune | 
The | Gallo’s San Carlo Opera Co. en- | 


_gagement starting May 4 at the 
Center...The annual drama 
awards of the Christophers will 
be announced at a luncheon April 
27 at the Commodore hotel, N. Y. 
| ...Nina (Mrs. Bill) Doll planed to 
the Coast yesterday (Tues.) with 
their infant for vacation with her 
parents. 

Bernard Simon, now handling 
“Madwoman of Chaillot,”’ will give 
a course in theatrical publicity 
| work for pressagents in summer 
,and community theatres, startin 
May 3...The Sam Wanamaker an 
‘Richard Aldrich repertory theatre 
| project has joined forces with The- 
_atre, Inc., but the plan probably 
| won't eventuate until the 1950-51 
/season, when top stars will be 
available. 

... Thomas Mitchell will play the 
|leading part in the second com- 
|pany of “Death of a Salesman” 
and Paul Muni will star in the 
London edition, to be presented 
by Hugh Beaumont and Prince 
Littler ..Carmen Mathews  suc- 
/ceeds Carol Goodner in the femme 
leads of the Margaret Webster 
touring productions of “Hamlet” 
and ‘“Macbeth”.. Judith Evelyn 
succeeds Uta Hagen as 
lead in the second company of 
“Streetcar Named Desire” in St. 


Paul, May 26. Miss Hagen, Ralph | 
Meeker and Carmelita Pope will | 
take over for Jessica Tandy, Mar- | 
lon Brando and Kim Hunter, re-.| 


! spectively, in the Broadway com- 
pany June 1 
Gertrude 


Bromberg, advance 


agent for the touring “Streetcar | : ; I | 
‘getting in the gigantic 1,543-seat 
house (which Farrell bought from | 
Warner Bros. and refurbished for , 


interrupted her 
week for a 


Named Desire,” 
peregrinations last 


gander at the Broadway shows... | 


Cy Feuer, co-producer of ‘“Where’s 
Charley?” planed to the Coast and 


back over the weekend to powwow | 


with partner Ernest Martin about 
the possible presentation of a new 
show next fall. This would be in 
addition to their projected musi- 


cal, for which Elliot Paul is) 
authoring the book...Pressagent 
Frank runer discharged from 


New York Hospital... Oscar Ham- 
merstein, 2d, vacationing at Miami 
Beach as house guest of Laurence 
Schwab. 





Foy Vacations From 
Touring ‘Shoes 


Eddie Foy, Jr., is vacationing in 


’ 


Bermuda for a couple of weeks | 


from the touring “High Button 
Shoes.” Rejoins the show in Cleve- 
land May 2. 


Foy, incidentally, last week re- 


newed his “Shoes” contract for six | 


months. 


femme | 


the first-nighters found intermit- | 


|tently laughable. There’s nothing 
|in it for Broadway. 

Yarn is about an amiable board- 
ing house keeper in a southern 
‘town and an-assortment of disrep- 
| utable roomers who clutter up the 
| premises. These include a relig- 
ious fanatic foster-daughter, a 
slightly punchy son-in-law, a com- 
edy streetwalker, the traditional 
ingenue, a nasty daughter and, at 
the curtain, a promising new star 
boarder. Also wandering in and 
out are a juvenile delinquent ice- 
man, a fatuous welfare worker, a 
double-crossing fight promoter and 
a retarded “colonel” from next 
door. : 

Jessie Royce Landis, as the julep- 
happy landlady, does what she can 
to give the shambles a semblance 
of reality, with earnest assists by 
Jackie Cooper, Bibi Osterwald, 
Anne Jackson, Julie Harris, Hildy 
|Parks and Fred Stewart. Carl 
| Shain’s staging doesn’t help, but 
| Edward -Gilbert’s setting adds 


| shoddy admosphere. Hobe. 


| 
| 
| 


‘| Legit Follow-Ups 


| 











All for Love 
(MARK HELLINGER, N. Y.) 
| (FOLLOWUP) 


| Some improvements, including 
new material and some re-staging, 
| have been made in “All For Love” 
'in the 12 weeks it has been run- 
ning at the Mark Hellinger, N. Y., 
but the revue is still a compound 
of mediocrity that under ordinary 


quick foldo after the original no- 
tices. As it is, wealthy angel An- 
thony Farrell must be pouring 
moolah in by the barrel to meet 
the lofty nut of the expensive 


cal. Slim audience it has been 


$1,500,000) is even subject to gags 


by Bert Wheeler in the show. He_ 
that | 


explains pseudo-facetiously 


(it cost $250,000 to put on) musi- | 


group. 


| “He was a merry little guy.” 





That was the theme of a reminiscent 


|column by John Chapman, in the N. Y. News, about Jules Leventhal, 


| Broadway producer and silent backer, who died last week. 


The af- 


_fectionate piece concluded, “About three months ago Jules got sick 
_and frightened and he asked me to come to see him at Doctors’ hospital 
because he had something on his mind. He explained he was going to 
have an operation and had been advised to get his affairs in order. ‘It 
| was easy enough to settle about the money,’ he said—and he must have 


had quite a lot. 

**But there’s something else. 
know, I never want for publicity. 
you do something? 
loved the theatre?’ ” 


People don’t know me much. You 
I don’t want to be forgotten. Will 
If anything happens to me will you tell people I 





As a special stunt the night of the Broadway premiere of “South 
| Pacific,” the new Rodgers-Hammerstein musical, Larry Weiner, whose 
pioneer agency handles the advertising for the show, arranged to 
have copies of the N. Y. Times and Herald Tribune carrying the 
respective reviews of Brooks Atkinson and Howard Barnes delivered 
nearly an hour ahead of the regular time at a party given by 
co-producers Rodgers, Hammerstein, Leland Hayward and Joshua Logan 


at the St. Regis hotel, N. Y., for the cast and friends. 


Each copy of the 


papers carried a special sticker on the front page indicating where the 


reviews could be found. 


| Stunt, the first known instance of its kind, caused a brief sensation 


| at the party. 
| 





Jackie Cooper, male lead in “Magnolia Alley,” which preemed Mon- 
/day night (18) at the Mansfield, N. Y., is the only one of the show’s 
| backers who has a show business background. Actor has a $12;500 


venture, 





piece (amounting to 1212% of the profits) of the $50,000 production. 
No overcall is provided for in the copartnership agreement. 
Etkin, of the A. & S. Lyons agency, helped producer Lester Cutler put 
the show together and Arnold Weissberger is the attorney for the 


Irene 





John Chapman, critic of the N. Y. Daily News, devoted his column 
Sunday (17) to a favorable followup of “South Pacific,” new Rodgers- 


| Hammerstein smash, After noting how the musical “surged into the 
_ Majestic theatre on a tidal wave of publicity,” he remarked, “with 
the exception of my own, the New York newspaper notices were 


circumstances would have done a_/ written in purple ink and were further evidence of mass hysteria.” 








none is 


developed quite far | from the house, but there seems 


enough. They all sort of wither! to be nothing that can surmount 


Thus Paul and Grace Hartman 
must pressure every ounce of their 
native charm and comedy powers 
to win even a mild score. Wheeler 
has a sketch or two that’s fairish, 


_tired stuff. 


he’s not making much money be-| 


cause Farrell talked him 
deal whereby he gets 10% of the 
gross over $38,000 a week. Show 
has’ consistently 
$10,000. 

“Love’s” physical attributes still 


overshadow its material. The cos- | 


tumes by Billy Livingston are un- 
doubtedly among the most extrava- 
gant seen on Broadway in years, 
yet their very opulence detracts 
_from the performers. Sets by Ed- 
ward Gilbert and the drops are 
likewise plushy. 
a framework for nothing that can 
be rated better than high-grade 
amateurism in music and _ lyrics, 
sketch material and much of the 
| staging. John Kennedy has re- 
staged the show. It was originally 


directed by Edward Reveaux. 
Sketches all start with an idea 
} and seem to have possibilities, but 


into a’ 


gotten, under | 


But they provide | 


In an effort to hypo the show, 
the Hartmans have inserted a 
satirical dance routine of the type 
for which 


| 


but his singleton patter is old, 


they were’ originally | 


| noted, other dance routines have | 


been switched, a new sketch by 
Hank Ladd has been added and 
two new songs have been inserted. 
‘All this has made for a consider- 
able improvement. Parts of the 
show are rather pleasant, but the 
overall effect is still not of first 
grade Broadway calibre. 


Milada Mladova, Dick Smart and 


/away in a failure of both writing | the deficiencies of the show’s basic 
and direction to sharpen them. | weakness, Herb. 


Goodbye, My Fancy 
(FULTON, N. Y.) 

“Goodbye, My Fancy,” after five 
months on the boards, stands up 
as an entertaining evening. Fay 
Kanin’s first play has a good quota 
of laughs and a well-taken point. 
Madeleine Carroll, as the Con- 
gresswoman who returns to the 
embers of a 20-year-old romance, 
which is soon rekindled, is charm- 
ing and believable. Starting on 8 
restrained level, Miss Carroll's 
acting effort builds with the play. 

Richard Hart, who last week re- 
placed director Sam Wanamaker 
as the Life photographer, doesn’t 
quite win the audience’s sympa- 


thies as did his predecessor. One 


Leni fe have resigned from the. 


origina 
_and Gloria Benson have been add- 
'ed. Douglas is okay for the roman- 


cast and Larry Douglas) 


| tic tunes, but Miss Benson’s rendi- | 
, tion of lyrics makes them all ‘but | 
| inintelligible. Several of the big | strating her expert comic touch as 
| production numbers are spectacu- | Miss Carroll’s cynical secretary. 


| lar 


and win moderate approval’ 





Hart monolog, reminiscing on ®& 
rendezvous in Paris, drags. He 1s 
however, natural, aggressive and 
wise-alecky, as the role demands. 
Conrad Nagel is properly stuffy as 
the prexy of the all-femme college, 
and Shirley Booth is still demon- 


Bri. 











ERIE Oe Bt aay? 





o& tet oh BR bet ont a OS Cet ek Pe Se 


~ ear Se oe Oe Oe 


a 


— AB 


De 
wl 
St; 
pu 
cal 
tu 
lus 
the 
ag: 


Co 
tee 
inj 
bo 
co! 
ch. 
tus 
ha: 


cil’ 





rut 


ise 


jue 
er, 
his 

he 
tor 
jim 
iny 


ack 
ner 


rge 
ew 
his 
ith 
igh 
gh 
vie 
ind 
ast 
fall 
igo 
cal 


ent 
al, 
af- 
ick 
ital 
to 
‘It 
ave 


You 
Vill 
el 


uth 
ose 

to 
the 
red 

by 
gan 
the 
the 


tion 


[on- 
ws 
500 
ion, 
"ene 

put 

the 


umn 
ers 

the 
with 
were 


i 


ems 
ount 
yasic 
“b, 


juota 
oint. 
Con- 
the 
ance, 
arm- 
on 8 
roll’s 
play. 
k re- 
\aker 
esn’t 
mpa- 
One 
on & 
He is 
an 
ands. 
ify as 
llege, 
ymon- 
ch as 


ry. 
rill. 





™~,, em: 


are 











Wednesday, April 20, 1949 


VARIETY 


LITERATI 53 





—_—_—_ 





Literati 








‘Tyranny of Sex’ 

It was announced last week that 
Ludwig Lewisohn’s “The Case of | 
Mr. Crump,” now called “The 
Tyranny of Sex,” has been bought | 
for dramatization from Farrar, 
Straus, by Robert Whitehead and 
Oliver Rea, and that it was “banned 
for 20 years in the United States. 

Actually the book was not banned 
in this country, but was suppressed 
py the publisher, Harper Bros., | 
after a suit had been brought by 
the then Mrs. Lewisohn, and a set- 
tlement for what was generally ac- 
cepted as $30,000. 

Meantime the novel, which shows 
the suffering of a young artist, 
trapped into marriage by a much 
older woman, appeared in Paris 
and was greatly read and praised, 
by Thomas Mann, among others. 
Not until the death of Mrs. Lewi- 
sohn could the novel be reissued in 
this country, and it has since sold 
Jargely in the 25c reprints via 
American Library. 

Harpers, the original pub, of 
course, had no idea that there was 
any parallel in real life. Lewisohn 
was not in this country, having left | 
for abroad where he resided for a 
number of years. He was origi- 
nally a teacher and later a college 
professor, who first came to fame 
with a remarkable symposium of 
critical opinions, in a book he 
wrote and edited called “ A Mod- 
ern Book of Criticism,” issued by 
Boni & Liverright, in 1919. He has 
written a number of novels, and 
critical works and done some lec- 
turing. 

Bobbs Merrill may bring out 
again the only serious novel that 
the late George Bronson Howard 
ever wrote, “God’s Man,” which | 
was likewise suppressed, after a li- 
bel suit brought by the late Chief 
Magistrate Corrigan. The book 
had a “Corrigan” character. How- 
ard had gotten into trouble, chas- 
ing a chorus girl with a knife, and 
Wilson Mizner put up his apart- 
ment as bail. Howard was given a 
severe grilling by the bench, fled 
to Europe, but he never forgot; the 
result was a $20,000 settlement. 
Now both parties to the fight are 
dead. Howard killed himself in 
Hollywood. ; 

The odd part is that ““God’s Man” 


had remarkable merit, and was 
praised by critics, and doing well 
as to sales when the _ publisher 


withdrew all copies, Existant cop- 
ies of the book have some worth to 
collectors in the rare book market. 
Goodman’s M-G Appraisal 

History of Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 
is traced in an article written by 
Ezra Goodman which Coronet mag 
is running in its May issue. Label- 
ling Metro “the world’s largest and 
wealthiest movie-making machine,” 
Goodman relates how M-G, first 
formed by Marcus Loew in 1922, | 
pioneered by hitting on the star; 
system as the way to bigger box- | 
office returns. Goodman's saga of | 
Metro ends with the hiring of Dore | 
Schary as head of the studio under | 





Louis B. Mayer. Schary, he thinks, | 
“may infuse into Metro's unpar-| 
alleled motion-picture plant the 
life that has not consistently flowed | 
in its expensive veins since (Irving) 
Thalberg’s death.” 





Book Pubs vs. Feinberg, Bill 

Curtis W. McGraw, president of | 
the American Book Publishers 
Council has protested to Governor | 
Dewey against the Feinberg Bill, | 
which is designed to amend the 
State Penal Code to prohibit the | 
publication of books and periodi- 
cals “primarily .made up of pic- 
tures depicting sordid bloodshed, 
lust or heinous acts.” The Au- | 
thors League has also protested 
against the bill. 

McGraw has appointed the 
Council's 1949 nominating commit- 
tee, who are responsible for select- 
ing replacements for retiring 
board members. Included in the 
committee are Howard C. Lewis. 
chairman; Dana H. Ferrin and Da- | 
tus C. Smith, Jr. Leo Shimkin 
has succeeded Raymond C. Har- 
wood as chairman of the Coun- 
cil’s statistics committee. 

Yodeling Newshawks 

It took nothing less than the 
Catholic Charities of Brooklyn to 
get the nine New York newspapers 
In unison. Chorus composed of 
city editors and feature writers on 
the Sheets sang “There's No Busi- 
ness Like the News Business” at 
the Catholic Charities benefit in 
the Brooklyn Academy of Music 
Sunday (17) night. . 

_In the chorus were Selig Adler, 
City ed of the Mirror; Edward 
Berger, editor of the Morning 
Telegraph; Meyer Berger, N.Y. 
Times feature writer; Paul Blau- | 
velt, city ed of the Brooklyn 
Eagle; Paul Schoenstein, city ed 
of the Jou gial-American; Homer 
Strickler, Sun feature writer; 





| Miller 


| Edgar 
Ceramist 
'awarded an Edgar for his creation 


| “Dictionary 


Howard Rutledge, city ed of the 
Wall Street Journal, and Gordon 
Allison, Herald Tribune feature 
writer. 

Group was led by Mary Jane 
Walsh, who has substituted fre- 
quently for Ethel Merman in 
“Annie Get Your Gun,” from 
which comes the “There’s No 
Business Like Show Business” 
tune that the newsmen parodied. 

Editors and writers were round- 
ed up by Tex McCrary, who was 
in charge of the benefit under 
general chairmanship of James A. 
Mulvey, prez of Samuel Goldwyn 
Productions. Among others who 
entertained the audience of 2,400 
that filled the hall were Danny 
Kaye, who flew in trom Hollywood 
for the event and held the stage 
for almost an hour; Kirk Douglas, 
Jerry Colonna, Connie Haines, Vic 
Damone, Henry Morgan and the 


| Katherine Dunham dancers. 


Ralph Branca, pitcher for the 
Dodgers, sang “Moon Over Brook- 
lyn” for one of the bigger ova- 
tions of the evening. 


Miller Quits Harper’s 

Merle Miller is quitting as asso- 
ciate editor of Harper’s mag May 1 
to freelance. His new novel, 
“There Comes the Time,” will be 
published by Sloan Aug. 22. His 
last novel was “That Winter.” 
will spend the summer, 
probably at the Virgin 
writing a play. 

Anne Goodman, ex-N. Y. Star 
book department, has been added 
to Harper’s mag staff. 








Edgars Awarded 
The Mystery Writers of America, 


Inc., presented their annual Edgar | 


(statuettes of Edgar Allan Poe) 
awards yesterday (Tues.) for the 
vear’s best mysteries. The Colum- 
bia Broadcasting System received 
an Edgar for ‘“‘The Inner Sanctum” 
along with the program’s 
John Roeburt, and director Himan 
Brown. Writers Quentin Reynolds, 
Leonard Hoffman, Jay Dratler, di- 
rector Henry Hathaway and pro- 
ducer Otto Lang received the 
award for their work on “Northside 
777” (20th-Fox). 
gar was awarded “Jenny Lamour” 
(French) as the best foreign film. 
Mildred Davis received the best 
first novel award for “The Room 
Upstairs,’ and William Irish (Cor- 
nell Woolrich) received an Edgar 
for his short stories, “Dead Man 
Blues.” 

An award for the editorship of 
“Clue” mag went to Clayton Raw- 
son, and James Sandoe of the Chi- 
cago Sun-Times was awarded an 
as the year’s best critic. 
Peter Williams was 


of the statuette. 





Army’s Short Story Contest 

The Library Branch of the U. S. 
Army Special Services is conduct- 
ing a short story contest for all 


j}army personnel, including officers, 


enlisted men and members of re- 


for more than 90 days. Collier’s 
mag will publish the first three 
winning stories and the authors 
will receive $1,000. In addition, 
Rhinehart will publish 10 or more 


writer, | ,. 
| lie 


| serve components on active duty. 


of the best stories, all rovalties be- | 


ing divided equally 
authors. 

Contest runs from Sept. 
Nov. 1. 


among the 


15 to 





Humor Quote Dictionary 
Evan Esar has done it again. 
Following in the footsteps of his 
Comic Dictionary and Joke Dic- 
tionary he now 


He has 


picked short humor gems from 


| Franklin P. Adams to Emile Zola, 


from Dr. Johnson to Damon Run- 
von and from Plutarch to Dorothy 
Parker. All cross-indexed by sub- 
ject for easy reference. 

Oscar Wilde leads with 216 
quotes, with Mark Twain running 
second with 144. Kin Hubbard 
runs third with 137, with Josh 
Billings right on his heels with 
134, while Shakespeare gets 123. 
Ring Lardner gets six, while Wil- 
son Mizner gets 39; H. L. Mencken 
gets 57, while Dorothy Parker gets 
five. 

Artemus Ward gets 72, while 
Dickens gets 17 and Will Rogers 
gets only 30. Runyon. Ben Hecht, 
James J. Walker and George S. 
Kaufman all get two each. Ilka 
Chase gets four, Eli Perkins three, 
Eugene Field five and George Ade 
24. 

What I can’t understand is why 
Esar picked only 33 from “Bugs” 


‘Baer and 25 from Fred Allen, two 


guys who can fill a library with 


humorous quips. Gene _ Fowler, 
Groucho Marx. Dan _ Parker, 
George Dixon, Henry McLemore, 


Walter Kiernan, Harry Hershtield 


‘plays, gets fewer calls than either | 
as is natural | 


, 00d “reach-for” book on any desk | 
of anyone who like his humorous | 


Islands, | 


j}and Walter Winchell are not men- 


tioned. 


“Humorous Quotations” is a 


quotations indexed. 
Joe Laurie, Jr. 





CHATTER 


Writer Kay Campbell due here 
from the Coast May 9 for a two- 
week stay. 

“Inside Be Bop,” penned by 
Leonard Feather, published by 
J: J. Robbins & Sons. 

Larry Reid resigned as executive 
West Coast editor of Ideal Pub- 
lications. effective May 1. 

John Smithson in Hollywood to 
survey the motion picture situa- 
tion for Fawcett Publications. 

Richard Clark, executive editor 
of the N. Y. Daily News, is in Hol- 
lywood to gander the film studios. 

Newspaper Guild of N. Y. selects 
Miss Page One on April 28 from a 
slate of some 50 contestant mem- 
bers. 

Alfred Wright, Jr., will succeed 
Dwight Whitney as top Hollywood 
correspondent for Life and Time 


mags. 

John P. Lewis, former m.e. of 
PM, N. Y., bought the weekly 
Franklin (N.H.) Journal - Tran- 
script. 


Charles O'Neal’s first novel, “I 
Flash My Antlers in the Air,” will 


be published in the autumn by 
Julian Messner, Inc. 

James Michener, author of 
“Tales of the South Pacific.” 


signed a six-year contract to turn 
out yarns for Ramdom House. 

Commentary for “The Quiet 
One,” written by James Agee, as- 
sociate editor of Time, will be pub- 
lished next month by D. Appleton 
Co. 

Results of the 19th annual N 
W. Ayer Exhibition of Newspaper 
Typography, being judged tomor- 
row (21), will be announced Mon- 
day (25). . 

Elinor Green, Simon & Schuster 
promotion manager, and Nina 
Bourne, asst. advertising manager, 
to Europe May 25 for an eight- 
week vacation. 

Doris E. Fleischman, wife of pub- 
relations counsel Edward L. 
Bernays, authored “Notes of A Re- 
tiring Feminist” in current issue of 


| American Mercury. 


An additional Ed- | 


“Italy and Italians” by Count 
Carlo Sforza, Foreign Minister of 
Italy and author of Contemporary 
Italy which Dutton published in 
1944, due via same firm next 
month. 

Joseph Lilly and Sutherland 
Denlinger to be editor and manag- 
ing editor respectively of Clen- 
denin Ryan's new New York week- 
ly, “The, Public Guardian.” Pub- 
lication is slated to start some time 
next month. 

The Reporter, fortnightly mag 
covering national and foreign at- 
fairs and professedly of ‘‘a type of 
reporting free from obsession with 
headline news and from the con- 
ceit of opinions,” bowed on news- 
stands yesterday ‘Tues.). Editor- 
publisher is Max Ascoli; Llewellyn 


' White is m.e., and Robert S. Gerdy, 


| it says, for six months. 


has compiled a} 
of Humorous Quota- | 
' tions” (Doubleday, $2.95). 


asst. m.e. Mag will carry no ads, 
It also has 


no bylines on its contributions. 











‘Pacific’ | 








Continued from page 1 


garded as more desirable than the 

Century, near 59th street. 
“Salesman,” far and away the 

leading ticket. among — straight 


“Pacific” or “Kate,” 
for a dramatic show in compari- 
son to a musical. 
hand, “Salesman” 
hottest in the straight play field 
in several seasons, even including 
“Mister Roberts” and 
Named Desire” a year ago. 

Idea of the demand for ‘“Pa- 
cific” seats is the $41.40 price 
quoted by a scalper last week for 
a pair of choice locations. Tickets 
for “Kate” have also reportedly 
drawn up to $50 a pair for de- 
sirable positions on last-minute or- 
der. 

Despite the huge demand for the 
three top shows, agencies say the 
overall volume of business is not 
greater than last season. They 
explain that the call for “Pacific,”’ 
“Kate” and,“Salesman” is appar- 
ently cutting into the market for 
the lesser draws. Even so, there 
is a steady sale for tickets for ““De- 
tective Story.” “Mister Roberts,” 
“Anne of the Thousand Days,” 
“Where's Charley?” and “Lend an 
Ear,’ and moderate trade _ for 
“Goodbye, My Fancy” and “Ed- 
ward. My Son.” 

Business is generally strong this 
week, but brokers expect the real 
test to come next week, when the 
holiday trade will be over. They 
figure that next week may indicate 
probable conditions for the bal- 
ance of the season and into early 
summer, 


On the other | 
is one of the, 


“Streetcar | 





SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully «+++eeeesoreees 


Mute, Montana, April 16. 


Having dummied up for six months lest my knowledge in the field 
should hurt the chances of Jane Wyman’s winning an Oscar for the 
best performance of the year as the deafmute in “Johnny Belinda,” I 
now feel safe in telling what was wrong with her performance. That 
was the oral and visual version of the Lord’s Prayer. They came out 
perfectly synchronized. That was wrong 


Actually the sign language of deafmutes is about three times faster 
than our oral language. I learned that many years ago when I was 
watching a priest talk to a vast congregation in which were several 
hundred deafmutes. 

His gestures were so slow and so few I asked him afterward if it were 
because his deafmutes were not quite bright. He told me the contrary 
was true. With sign language he could tell in 10 minutes what it was 
taking him a half hour to tell the rest of us. Sign language, he ex- 
plained, was the first shorthand. 

His name was John H. McCummiskey, S.J., and he'd been doing 
this sort of work around the world for 35 years. He started it when 
he saw a deafmute performance in pantomime at the Odeon theatre, 
St. Louis. It was the first time he had seen sign language and the 
performances fascinated him. 

He noticed, however, one girl was not participating. He asked about 
her and learned that she was not only a deafmute, but blind as well. 
This touched him to the heart. He decided to learn their language and 
then by some means teach that girl. The other deafmutes were his first 
teachers. After he had learned about 50 signs he began conversing 
with the children. At first they grinned at his mistakes, but in time 
he mastered the language. 

Sign language is very beautiful, but faster and more efficient than 
indicated by Lew Ayres or Jane Wyman. One finger pointed to the 
sky means God. Fingers touched to the lips mean “thank you.” A 
sign above the cheek refers to a man, and from the mouth down, a 
woman. Thus if the fingers are near the eye and word is “cousin” it 
would mean “a male cousin”; near the mouth, “a female cousin.” That's 
simpler than English. 

Sloppy gestures to them are just like Brooklyn English to us. They 
have no passing wisecracks. ’ 

The padre told me the saddest case he had ever run into was a leper 
on Molokai in the Hawaiian Islands, the colony that Father Damien 
made famous. He asked if there were any deafmutes on the island. 
There was one, and it was explained to him that this leper hadn't 
another soul to talk to for three years. 

Tired Hands Across the Sea 

Their meeting just about took the heart out of Father McCummiskey. 
For the deafmute’s fingers were gone and so he could not “talk.” But 
the padre reasoned that the leper could “listen,” and since sign lan- 
guage is so universal a Polynesian would have no more difficulty un- 
derstanding it than a kid from St. Louis. 

The padre spent the whole day with the leper, telling him all the 
news of the world and going back several years to pad out the time 
till his ship would be leaving. He became an animated World Almanac. 
The leper smiled and nodded as if he had received a long letter from 
home. 

One of the phrases that irked my ear in “Johnny Belinda’ was 
Charlie Bickford’s continually referring to Jane Wyman as “the 
Dummy.” He could have referred to her as The Quiet One (after an 
excellent picture of the same name) but “dummy” is a word that even 
lip-readers resent. People around Hollywood refer to Joe Herman, 
the deafmute newsboy who operates all four corners of Hollywood and 
Vine as well as the Brown Derby and Pantages newssstands, as “the 
Dummy.” But he will tell you in sign language, though he may be deaf, 
it’s the rest of the world that’s dumb. 

A. Brigham Rose, a Mr. Tutt among Los Angeles attorneys, talks the 
sign language and has explained much of it to me. He learned it 
because he had a deafmute brother. 

Once when in court checking a case of his own on the calendar, 
Rose saw Sid Grauman being called as a character witness on a case. 
He stopped to see what it was all about and then observed the de- 
fendant. It turned out to be Joe Herman. 

The judge wishing to speed the case along, ordered all character 
witnesses to come forward and be sworn en bloc. Rose raised his right 
hand and then asked the deafmute's attorney to call him as a character 
witness. He was asked the usual questions about the defendant’s 
reputation in the community for truth, honesty and veracity. Rose 
thought they were excellent. 

The deputy D.A. began his cross-examination by asking if Rose had 
been subpoened as a witness? 

Rose explained that he knew the defendant and when the judge told 
everybody to come up, he considered himself orally subpoecned. The 
D.A. didn’t think it was quite enough, but the judge smiled and let it 
pass. 

“How well did you know the defendant?” asked the D.A. 
bought papers from him, didn’t you?” 

Rose said no, that wasn’t the limit of his friendship. He said he 
had talked to him quite a lot. 

“What did you talk about?” 

“Oh, we talked of politics, literature, the latest movies, sports, news 
of the day—everything.” 

“So you talked about all these things, did you?” 

aie 

“Well, do you happen to know, Mr. Rose, that you're testifying under 
oath, and that the man you say you talk so freely to is deaf and dumb?” 

“I know he’s deaf, but he’s not as dumb as you are.” 

There was an uproar, a demand that the answer be stricken from 
the record, and while all this was going on, Rose stood up and began 
carrying on a sign-language conversation with the deafmute across the 
courtroom. 

The judge ordered the answer stricken and told Rose to proceed 
with his testimony. 

“What were all those signals?”’, the judge wanted to know. 

“Oh, he was telling me what he thought of the prosecutor,” Rose 
explained. ‘‘Would you like to know what he said?” 

The D.A. interrupted to say he wouldn’t care to hear any more of 
what Mr. Rose, the Dummy or the defense had to say on anything. As 
Rose stepped down from the witness stand he made a sign under his 
coat. The judge, sensing a possible contempt, demanded to know 
what was going on now. 

“Just a pleasantry, your honor,” said Rose. “When deafmutes want 
to make believe they are telling a dirty story they talk under their 
coats.” 

Everybody laughed and the jury exonerated the deafmute in a matter 
of minutes. 

Despite this example of their byplay they have previous little 
humor in sign language, one of the best being if an argument gets too 
hot somebody puts out the lights and stops all “talk” as effectively as 
turning the main switch stops a boxing contest. 

Among the 100,000 deafmutes in this country only about 2° were 
born that way. The rest suffered through children’s diseases. Most 
use the system of talk originated by Abbe L’Espee, which you see used 
by Jane Wyman and Lew Ayres in “Johnny Belinda.” It's 240 years 
old. As a language it is stripped of guile. 1 recommend it to the UN 
instead of Esperanto or Basic English as a secondary language, and 
hereby nominate Jane Wyman to teach it while I return to my role as a 
mute, inglorious Milton among the stars of films, radio, video, music 
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Broadway 


Disney exec Leo Samuels driving 
to California for six-week vacation. 

Jack Mills to the Coast Monday 
(18) via a Colorado Springs stop- 
off. 

Jussi Bjorling, Metopera tenor, 
en route to Sweden on the Grips- 
holm. 

Maurice Winnick, London ma- 
estro-impresario, has for his cable 
ddress “Showbiz.” ‘ 

. Si Fabian national chairman of 
the film division's = in 
the United Jewish Appeal. 





ices rendered during the recent 
war. He also holds the French 
Distinguished Service medal. He’s 
w.k. in the States. 

Mrs. Hal (Lea) Horne clippers 
to Paris, with daughter Barbara, | 
just out of Duke U., en route toa 
trip to Israel. Publicist-husband 
Horne going north to Canada with 
Pete (21) Kriendler, for some fish- 
ing, about the same time. 

Matty Fox, Universal’s veepee 
who is doubling as general pur- 
chasing agent for the Indonesian 
Republic, comes in for biog treat- 
ment in an article by Bill David- 
son in the current issue of Col- 





William B. Levy, Disney sales | jier’s, Scntund duke bine “Wea of 
supervisor, takes off for London in ithe Indies.” 
June for an indefinite stay. |” William Albert, N.Y. corre-| 


Rolf Gerard, British stage de- | 
signer, has joined the designers | 
union here and is settling in N.Y. 

Joan Blondell in a rush trip to 
the Coast when sister Gloria went 
under the knife. Latter recuping. | 

Astor theatre celebrating 36th | 
anni as Broadway’s first regular | 
film house, in lobby ceremony, | 
April 27. 

Sieraacet Nelson, ballet dancer 
in the London production of “Okla- 
homa!” due in on the America) 
today (Wed.). : «a 

Jack Eigen’s second anni of his | 
Copacabana disk jockey show Sun-| 
day (24) being celebrated with | 
names as guests. | 

Ziegfeld Club’s Sunday tea 
dance, May 8, at the Hotel Roose- 
velt, entire proceeds to Actors | 
Fund of America. 

Actor Albert Basserman, accom- | 
panied by his wife and daughter, | 
sailed for Europe yesterday (Tues.) | 
on the Veendam. oo 

Sol Hurok to the Coast (16) in 
connection with his booking of the 
Met Opera Assn. tour there. Will | 
be gone three weeks. 7 

Ben Goetz, Metro’s managing di- | 
rector in Britain, sailing on Queen | 
Mary today (Wed.) accompanied by | 
Metro studio exec Henry Henigson. | 

Film actor Farley t 
town on two-week vacation pre-| 
liminary to thesping in New York | 
locale shots for Metro’s “Side | 
Street.” 

Producer John Golden was ap- | 
-proached Friday (15) by Franklin 
B. Roosevelt, Jr., to head up his 
forthcoming Congressional cam- 
paign in N. Y. et ; 

Tommy Trinder, British comic, | 
passing through N.Y. en route to) 
Australia via San Francisco to star 
in a film via Sir Michael Balcon’s 
Ealing Studios. 

Elsa Maxwell staging an “Ameri- 
cana Supper Dance” at the Park 
Sheraton, under auspices of the 
Ernest Hendersons; he’s prez of 
the Sheraton Hotel’s chain. 

Sir Benjamin Fuller, Aussie the- 
atrical topper, thinking of changing 
his cable address to IASBNADM, 
stemming from “It’s a screwy busi- 
ness, never a dull moment.” 


Albert Mannheimer, head of ex-| comes in for a one-nighter at Music 
change operation for Film Classics, | }1a]] April 29. 


remaining in St. Clare’s hospital, 
N.Y., for another week following 
his sudden illness 10 days ago. 
Spyros P. Skouras,took on an- 
other charity job this week as 
chairman of the amusement divi- 
sion for the 1949 maintenance fund 
appeal of the Roosevelt hospital. 
Jimmy Lane, billed by the 
Lambs Club as “the luckiest guy | 
on Broadway,” celebrated his 50th | 


spondent for Sydney Bulletin, who 
is being recalled to Australia, | 
hosted at luncheon at Sardi’s 
Monday (18) by Randel Heyman-'! 
son, of Australian Newspaper Serv- | 
ice. David Blum, Jerry Keyser and 
Mike Hofay among film execs at-| 
tending. 

The New York City Welfare 
Board is sponsoring a hobby show | 
for older people at the Museum of 
Natural History, May 11-22. The} 
board is trying to line up pro-! 
fessional talent over 60 to give a 
show May 13. Awards for the best 
hobbies will be presented by! 
Helen Hayes May 19. 


Las Vegas 


Weekending: Mrs. Harry Brand, | 
wife of 20th Century-Fox top flack, 
and party, and Tony Martin, all at) 
The Flamingo. | 

Victor Mature and family in for 
week’s vacation at Last Frontier 
combining business with pleasure | 


making fan mag photo layouts in| Ambrose and Peter Maurice Music | 


western garb and surroundings. 

Yonely, internationally famed 
clown, stealing show at Last Fron- 
tier as supporting act. Same spa} 
currently sporting one of town’s | 


headed by bull - fiddler | 


| 


groups 
Erwin Grandy. 

Gene Autry officially invited to | 
be “King” of Helldorado Week | 
celebration here May. 12-15 when | 
entire resort turns back pages of | 


London 


Next Ralph Lynn vehicle is> 


“Runaway Victory,” a new farce 
by Ben Travers, in which Coral 
Browne will co-star. 

David Henley, former director 
of artists in the J. Arthur Rank 
Organization, joined _ Fosters 
Agency to head its motion picture 
department. 

Mr. and Mrs, Jack Waller to 
Tring on holiday prior to sailing 
for America, where they will be 
accompanied by English .comic, 
Arthur Askey. 

Brokers have just concluded new 
deal for Emile Littler’s two-year- 
old hit, “Annie Get Your Gun,” 
at the London Coliseum, 
them into August. 

Ben Rose, British and European 
rep of Eagle Lion Distributors, 
sails on the Queen Elizabeth April 
21 on a three weeks’ business trip 
to New York and Hollywood. 

Tom Arnold, Harry Foster and 
Leslie Macdonnell conferring with 
Matt Brooks to write some new 
sketches for London Casino’s lat- 
est hit revue, “Latin Quarter.” 

Allan Jones and wife Irene Her- 
vey broadcasting to America from 
Burtonwood, one of the five air 
bases in England for the American 
Air Force. They also did show 
Sunday (17) at Burtonwood. 

Georges Guetary, one of the 
stars in the Tom Arnold-Emile 
Littler revue “Latin Quarter,” 


to prior picture commitment in 


| Paris, and likely to be replaced 


by Allan Jones. 

Joe Brannelly, originally from 
Boston, who has been in England 
the last 20 years with the Savoy 
hotel, and for last 12 years with 


Co., sails for America on the 
Queen Mary April 28. 

Lee Ephraim’s new play is 
based on film titled ‘“‘“Man About 
a Dog,” and stars Griffiths Jones, 


Granger in | most interesting musical interlude | Ann Crawford and Robert Shackle- 


ton, with Reginald Tate directing. 


| Show likely for Picadilly, Strand 


or Globe end of April or early 
May. 

Macgregor Scott, overseas sales 
manager for Associated British- 


taking | 


zen Beach Park, appointed Dick 
Rand publicity director. 

Mickey Katz’s_ Borschtcapades 
'set for one nighter at Oriental, 
April 25, as B’nai B’rith benefit. 

Jantzen Beach Park opens week- 
ends starting this week. Glenn 
Henry orch set for Saturday night, 
with Del Courtney to open-regular 
season May 6. 





Rome 


By Helen McGill Tubbs 
Ernset Hemingway reported ail- 
ing in Padua. 





month in Paris. 

Leonide Moguy, French _pro- 
| ducer, planning a film in Italy. 

| Tennessee Williams back from a 
| few weeks on the Isle of Ischia. 

| Robert Goelet, Jr., back to Rome 
after a vacation in France and 
Switzerland. 


| “The Hucksters,” in Italian, 


| opens this week at three of Rome’s 


firstrun theatres. 

“Hamlet,” in Italian, still play- 
|ing the neighborhood houses, mak- 
| ing the fifth month in Rome. 
| Dorothy and Lillian Gish ex- 
| pected in Rome soon to visit their 
| friend, Laura Nash McCullough. 
| Italian actress Isa Miranda in- 

jured by some motion picture 
| equipment on location in southern 
| Italy for a French company. 

| Art Cohn, author of “The Set- 


tler 'up,” now in Rome to do some | about the RKO picture, “Jet Pilot.” 
| quits in a couple of months due) work on the Bergman-Rossellini 


| picture for Howard Hughes. 
| “Signal Rouge,’ in French, 


| starring Erich Von Stroheim, com- | 


|ing to the Quirinetta which plays 
| American films 95% of the year. 

| Hans Habe and his wife (film 
|actress Eloise Hardy) will be at 
| the Hassler hotel in Rome the lat- 
iter part of the month, to write a 
film script to be made in Italy. 

| Unless the spring rains come 
| very soon, the use of electric cur- 


| rent in Italy will be further cur-, 
| tailed, the ECA and an Italian gov-| 


'ernment spokesman reported. 
Linda Christian Power back 
| from London for an eight-day stay 
'to pick ~» some belongings and 
| wedding presents. She will join 


| hubby in Morocco before planing 


history for a revel in its pioneer | Pathe, is on a 26,000-mile tour of | Rome, becoming a postwar fash- 


past. Occasion will commemorate | 
100 years of progress since days | 
of early ’49ers. 

Mickey Rooney and Martha 
Vickers ringsiding opening night | 


Vegas. Martha “in escrow” six 
weeks at Boulderado Ranch, with 
Rooney residing in rented home on 


| the spots together nightly. 


Kansas City 


By John Quinn 
Frank Fay company of “Harvey” 


“Three Men on a Horse” set by 
Director Stan Ackerman for one 


12 countries, mainly covering 
South and Central American mar- 
kets. ‘“‘Queen of Spades,” “Silent 
Dust,” “Man on the Run” are 
among pix he will screen on his 


of Wesson Bros. stint at El Rancho | five weeks’ trip. 


After opening in Henry _Sherek’s 
new play, “Twice Upon a Time,” 
at Liverpool, April 11, John Sweet, 


other side of town. Both hitting | specially brought over from Amer- 


ica by Sherek to star, is out, said 
to be through Hlness, and being 
replaced for London opening at 
St. Martin’s theatre tomorrow 
(Thurs.) by Robert Beatty. 


| Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 
Bob Edwards, formerly with Ted 





week at Resident theatre begin- 
ning April 25. . 

Eddie Foy, Jr., left “High Button 
Shoes” cast after closing a week | 
at the Music Hall, to go to New! 
York for a rest; Joey Fay steps | 
into his role. 

Rex Ingram recuperating here 
from appendectomy after emer- | 





show biz anni with a feature story | gency last week. His trial on a 


in the Times by James P. McCaf- morals charge postponed by Topeka | Bros 


frey. 

Rabbi Bernard Birstein, chap-| 
lain of the Actors’ Temple, to be | 
feted at a silver anni banquet at} 
the Temple April 25 prior to sail- | 
ing with his wife for a trip to} 
Israel. 

Vincent Sherman, WB director | 
working in London for last three 
months on “The Hasty Heart,” flew | 
into N.Y. yesterday (Tues.) on a 
short stopover prior to heading) 
Coastwards. 

Equitable Life Assurance look- 
ing for Cesira E. Solomon, pro- | 
fessionally known as Justine Grey, | 


25. 





- Washington 


By Florence S. Lowe 

Jane Froman due in May 9 ap- 
pear at Junior League benefit. 

Oscar Levant inked to do a con- 
cert with National Symphony, next 
season. 

NBC veepee Frank Russell cele- 
brated his 20th year with the net 
web past week. j 

“Portrait of Jennie” launched at 


Weems unit, now crooning for 
Clint Noble’s orch here. 
Bowling Green 


University set- | 


{ion centre, had a lavish style show 


iat the Rome Opera House on, 
leading | 


Saturday (9), with the 
couturiers of Rome, 

| and Milan participating. 
{ —————————————— 


Florence 


Germany 


By B. H. Liebes 

Sharing the Berlin concert spot- 
light is Johnnes Schueler who is 
at the Staats Opera. 

Alster Film just released “What 
Women Are Wearing,” two-reeler 
on women’s fashions. 

Director Kurt Maetzig finished 
his pic, “The Colored Checker,” in 
the Althoff studios in Berlin- 
Babelsberg. 

Berolina Film Co. shooting mu- 
sicomedy, “Johannes and the 13 
Beauty Queens.” Director is B. E. 





Lynn Merrick in town after a! 


Hollywood 


Dick Haymes to Chicago. 

Leon Fromkess east on a motor. 
ing vacation. 

Jed Harris in from Broadway to 
gander talent. 

David Loews observed their 30th 
wedding anni. 

Lila Leeds broke a wrist in a 
motor smashup. 

Lex Barker to Dayton, O., to 
start a vaude tour. 

James Gleason celebrated hig 
21 anni as screen thesp. ; 

Gary Cooper aired to Aspen 
Colo., for a vacation on skis. ; 

Eddie Cantor to Palm Springs 
|to rest after his arduous tour. 
| Lawrence Langner in town gan- 
dering talent for Theatre Guild. 
| Tim Holt and Richard Martin to 
'Guthrie, Okla., for stage appear- 
ances. 
| George “Gabby” Hayes put on 
an Easter Day show at L. A. Chil- 
dren’s Hospital. 


| Bob Burns planed to Baltimore 
for a general checkup at Johns 
Hopkins Hospital. 

Adrian Awan will produce and 
| direct entertainment at this year’s 
a State Fair. 

_ Henry Ginsberg appointed film 
|industry chairman of 1949 United 
| Jewish Welfare Fund Campaign. 


| Beirne Lay, Jr., to Washington 
to huddle with Air Force brass 





_ Cary Grant, recovering from 
| Jaundice, is picking up enough lost 
' weight to return to work at 20th- 
Fox about May 1. 


|. B’nai_ Brith Women _holding 
| fete April 27 in honor of Harry M. 
Warner for his work as national 
chairman of Friendship Train. 


Maitre d’ Bill Chelios, of the 
|Brown Derby, starting his 20th 
| year “at the ropes,” was feted by 
| ““‘the gang” in the Derby’s banquet 
room. 


Songwriter Jimmy McHugh, who 
| was a former office boy with the 
Boston Opera House during the 
time of Caruso, Farrar and Tetraz- 
zini, is throwing a cocktail party 
May 1 at the Beverly Hills Hotel 
to entertain Dorothy Kirsten, Bidu 
Sayao, Licia Albanese, James Mel- 
ton, Patrice Munsel, Ramon Vinay, 
Mobley Lushanya, Jan Peerce, and 
other Met Opera people. 


| Paris 
| By Maxime de Beix 


Lydie Lore due back from Lon- 
| don soon. 
| Expecting Henry Luce here in a 
| few weeks. 

Tita Vidal, of Argentine radio, 
gandering Paris. 

Lacy Kastner ending tour of 
|Germany with a Swiss 0.0. 
| Kenneth Fitzpatrick, of Par real 
estate department in Paris on way 
| to Rome before going home. 
| Pylade Levy and Renato Gam- 
'marotto back to Rome after screen- 
ing all available Par product. 
| Jacques Deval to Italy soon to 


ting up strawhatter at nearby | Luethge with’ Theo Lingen the direct his “Age de Juliette” on 
Huron, O., opening season June 13. | Main male lead. __|sereen fro producer Roger Richebe. 
Local jukebox assn. pitching its |, Paul Hecnkel signed for lead in| Tourists who planned their trip 
10th anni dance-banquet April 19,“Harbor Melody,” directed by three months ago finding exchange 
with Russ Carlyle orch topping, Hans Mueller. In top supporting making it now 30% more expen- 

show roles are Kirsten Heiberg Catja! sive than skedded. 
Golden Dragon Club starting | Goerna and Heinz Englemann. Franchot Tone in Paris, where 
Wolfgang Staudte, director of | expecting Irving Allen for about 15 


Cleveland Symphony and local 
musicians union haven’t yet agreed 
on new contract terms, after three 
months of conferences. 

Red Ingle’s Natural Seven unit 
heading back to New York’s Vil- 
_lage Barn, after short stay at Sky- 
| way Club here. Freddie Masters 
crew replacing. 





Frederic McConnell’s Play House | 


'staff marking up theatre’s 22d 
birthday. Repertory group ex- 
'panding by converting nearby 
abandoned church into a theatre, 


last reported to have appeared as Trans-Lux by a social benefit for 8Ving it three auditoriums. 


a singer in the 1921 musical, “‘Up 
in the Clouds.” 

Norman Elson, 
veepee, and P. E. Furber, board | 
chairman, off to Washington yes- | 
terday (Tues.) to attend a charity | 
preem of “Portrait of Jennie” at) 
the chain’s D.C. house. 

Alfred Hitchcock 

assage on Queen Elizabeth April | 

8. He planes from Los Angeles | 
Sunday (24) arriving in N.Y. the. 
following day. In London, he'll} 
direct “Stage Fright” for Warners. | 

Mrs. Si (Dodo) Seadler got off 
on the Mauretania last week and | 
because of tight bookings, the | 
Loew-Metro adman wil! fly over! 
next week to join her in Paris and 
London. It’s their first European 
jaunt. | 

George Gershwin memorial con- 
cert at Carnegie Hall, May 7, will | 
feature 70-piece symphony orches- | 
tra conducted by Mishel Piastro | 
with Alec Templeton as piano so- | 
loist and Quentin Reynolds narrat- | 
ing a commentary. 

Jacques Charles, French pro- 


Goodwill Industries. 
WTTG-Dumont televises homes 


team, for second consecutive year, 
with Bob Wolff and Arch. Mc- 
Donald at mike. 

Eric Johnston will fete visiting 
British delegation — J. Arthur 


party ,;at 


MPAA headquarters 
Friday (22). 





Barcelona 


By J. C. Vidal-Gomis 
Jose Iturbi’s concert at the 
Windsor Palace a turnaway. 
Margaret O'Brien's called-off 


a a 
Trans - Lux games of Senators, local baseball | P ortland, Ore. 


| 


| Walton & O’Rourke into Amato's 

Supper Club. 

| Eddie Peabody inked into Clover 
Club April 18. 

Rufe Davis here for Norman An- 


has booked, Rank, Sir Henry French, and Sir derson Agency. 
Alexander Korda, with a cocktail , 


Jantzen Beach readying for 

weekend operation. 

| “Man and Superman” 

| 3-day run at Mayfair. 
Rufe Davis in town for the Nor- 

|man Anderson Agency. 


set for 


| “Ice Follies” set for the Port-_ 


‘land Ice Arena next month. 


Danny Martyn heads floorshow | 


‘at Paradise Room, Nortonia hotel. 
| Frankie Laine in town for a 


| visit to Madrid disappointed many. | single night at Jantzen Ballroom. 
“Arch of Triumph” at the Coli- | 


Norman Anderson Amus. Agen- 


seum and “Night and Day” at the cy moved to new and larger quar- 


Windsor Palace. 


Metro of Spain will be the first | 


branch in the world to celebrate 
May 8 Leo’s silver anniversary. 


Santiago Alba, ex-Prime Minis- | 


| ters. 


James Melton here for a one 


night concert at the Civic Audi- at Hotel Adolphus. Show theme is | 


torium. 
Wil) Mastin Trio with Sammy 


ter, who died in San Sebastian, Davis headlining show at the Clov- 


ducer, made a Commander in the was the father of Cesar Alba, | er Club. 
French Legion of Honor for serv-: MGM manager here. \ 


R. W. Owsley, manager of Jant- 


new show policy with three Barton | ,, 0) 
rge : a | and following them with, The Murderer Is Among Us” and shots to be inserted in “Eiffel 
| Federal District Court until April | Bepe sherman. 


|‘“Does Europe Smile Again?” has 
been signed by Walter Koppel to 
direct “Fate from the Second 
| Hand.” 

| __ Military Government has licensed 
‘Kurth Nehrke’s company—Nehru 
Film Production. Nehrke’s first 
picture will be “The Homecoming 
of Mrs. Theresa,” a film that was 
| forbidden by the Nazis. 


Pontus Film Co.’s “Seduced 
Hands” had its premiere at the 
Weltspiele theatre in Hanover. 


| Director of the picture, which cen- 
ters about a criminal doctor and 


a drug-befogged painter, is Fritz 
| Kirchhoff. 
After a seven-year absence 


| Heinz Engelmann made a come- 
' back in “Blockaded Signals.” Pro- 
ducer Walter Koppel, of the Real 
| Film Co., signed him for roles in 
| the forthcoming “Harbor Melody” 
/and “Derby.” 

| English film star Sonja Helm 
was guest-of-honor at the first- 
night performance in Cologne of 


J. Arthur Rank’s film “The Calen- | 


dar,” shown in Germany under the 
title “Sieg und Platz.” Miss Helm 
has the film’s lead. 


Dallas 


Will Osborne orch playing week’s 
date at Seven Oaks, San Antonio. 

Gene McCarthy and Tommy Far- 
rell into Mural Room of Baker 
hotel with Emile Petti orch. 

Dorothy Franey opens new edi- 
tion of Century Room Ice Revue 





| tour of Texas. 

'_ Teddy Phillips band will play 
| for two San Jacinto fiesta celebra- 
— in San Antonio, April 
| ~ . 


Tower,” shorn about 30 minutes in 
| the cutting in Hollywood. 

| March of Time prepping four 
shorts for E. C. A., and sending 
‘over M. O. T. assistant producer 
Sam Bryant, while E. C. A. sends 
Herbert Nerillat to advise, and Gil- 
bert Comte, local M. O. T. rep, 
, works on scripts. * 


| Miami Beach 


By Lary Solloway 
| Sylvia Froos into Alan Gale’s 
| Celebrity Club. 
| Harry Brand, 20th-Fox ad-flack 
topper, in town. 

Mrs. Van Johnson here for wed- 
| ding of her sister. 
__ B.S. Pully and H. S. Gump back 
for third date this season at the 


| Club 22. 

| Dr. Harry Martin, spouse of 

INS’ Louella Parsons, here for 
some sun. 

Sonja Henie and Arthur Wirtz 

have bought the coral Gables 
Coliseum. 

| Town filled for Easter, with 


| stateside tourists and Cubanos in 
| abundance, 

Kitty Davis’ son, Kenny, now 
femceeing the shows in her bistro 
on the Beach. 
| Local talent agents up in arms 
‘about new “outside state” bookers 
' bill, in the state legislature hopper 
| with a “policing” appointee to run 
things. Claim it will lead to “con- 
niving.” 

Ned (Beachcomber) Schuyler, 
| who'll produce a Broadway mus! 
cal starring Tony Martin, inter- 
ested in Gene Fowler’s Jimmy 
Walker biog, “Beau James’ 4§ 
| basis for the book. 
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OBITUARIES 


WALLACE BEERY 

Wallace Beery, 60, film actor, 
died April 15 at his home in Bev- 
erly Hills . following a heart 
attack. He had been ailing off and 
on with a precarious cardiac con- 
dition for several years. At his 
pedside were his daughter, Carol 
Ann; his_ brother Will, and his 
nephew, Noah Beery, Jr. a 

Beery’s last picture was Big 
toni where he had been under 
contract for 19 years. At the time 
of his death he was preparing to 
star in an independent picture, 
“Johnny Holiday.” 

Known for years aS a screen 
heavy and switching later to more 
sympathetic roles, Beery started 


his show business career as a cir-| 


At one time he handled 
elephants for Ringling Bros. and 
shifted from the Big Top to Broad- 
way where he began his stage ca- 
reer as a chorus man in “Babes in 
Toyland.” For a time he sang in 
Henry W. Savage operettas in 
winter, doubling in summer stock. 
Playing with a stock company in 
his home town, Kansas City, Beery 
was signed by the Essanay Ce., a 
Chicago film outfit, in 1913, and 
remained in pictures for the rest 
of his life. ; ; 

Beery’s first film venture in Cali- 
fornia, as a director of silents in 
1915, lasted only three months, 
after which the company went 
proke. Later in the year he hooked 
on with Keystone at the huge sal- 
ary (in those days) of $125 a week. 
In 1916 he joined Universal and 
became a heavy, a characterization 
that continued for years except for 
a brief period when he went to 
Japan on a picture-making junket 
which was cut short by World 
War I. : 

After playing villainous roles in 
numerous films. such as “The Un- 
pardonable Sin,” “Behind the 
Door” and “The Four Horsemen.” 
Beery was signed by Douglas Fair- 
banks in 1922 to impersonate King 
Richard I in “Robin Hood.” This 
was followed by a starring role in 
“Richard the Lion Hearted,” which 
turned him into lighter character- 
ization. 
he teamed with Raymond Hatton 
in a series of comedies, including 
“Behind the Front” and “We're in 
the Navy Now.” 

Beery’s contract with Metro be- 
gan in 1930, opening with “The 
Big House.” in which he played 
Butch, a rough-and-ready charac- 
ter, followed by other robust roles 
in such films as “Min and Bill,” 
“The Champ,” “The Mighty Bar- 
num,” “The Bowery,” “Viva Villa,” 
“Grand . Hotel” and “China Seas. 
In recent years, between pictures, 
he devoted his time to aviation and 


cus man. 


to hunting at his lodge in Jack- | 


son Hole, Wyo. 


He was divorced twice — by 
Gloria Swanson in 1918 and by 


Rita Gilman in 1930. 


JULES J. LEVENTHAL 

Jules J. Leventhal, 60, legit pro- 
ducer, died in New York after a 
three months illness, April 13. 

Formerly partnered with a 
brother in excursion boat con- 
cessions, he drifted into theatre biz 
as a concessionaire at Corse Pay- 
ton’s Lee Avenue theatre, Brook- 
lyn, N. Y., stock house. When that 
folded he successively operated 
stock houses in Passaic and 
Hoboken, N. J., and later leased 
the Waldorf theatre,-N. Y., as a 
legit stand. He also operated the 
Hudson, Union City, N. J., with a 
burlesque policy. 

He had by then amassed a fortune 
via his theatrical ventures, only to 
drop it in the 1929 depression 
when Wall St. layed an egg. He 
had since accumulated another. 

Despite the troublous era, 
and Harry Wee joined as producers 
of roadshows. Leventhal’s angle in 
this direction was to take over pro- 
ductions after New York runs and 
continue them on his pop-priced 





circuit like the old Stair & Havlin | 


formula. Leventhal was a shrewd 
bargainer in employing actors, but 
his productions provided an outlet 
for several hundred who might 
otherwise have been ‘around the 
Friars or The Lambs. In latter 
club it was a standing gag witen 
queried about an absentee to have 
& wag volunteer: “Oh, yes, he's 
working for Leventhal, for a Wee 
Salary.” However, it was always 
a peg above Equity’s scale. 

His ability to strike a shrewd 
argain was admired rather than 
resented. He was one of the few 
Producers not required to post a 

nd at Equity—his word was that 
00d. He shunned personal pub- 
licity and instructed Vince Me- 
Knight, his pressagent, to sell the 
Star and the show, adding “you 
Can't take glory to the bank.” 

Productions sponsored by Leven- 
thal included “An American 
Tragedy,” “Whistling in the Dark,” 


completed last October at 


At Paramount for a time | 


he. 


|“That’s Gratitude,’ “Dangerous 
Corner,” “The Two Mrs. Carrolls,” 
| Elisabeth Bergner starrer, and 
| “Marinka.” 


| to the multiplicy of revivals pro- 


duced over a span of years for the | 


| so-called Subway Circut in Greater 
te Y., and the road. 

Survived by wife, two sons; one 
| of whom, Harold is a Washington, 
_D. C., attorney, and a daughter. 


DAVY BURNABY 
Davy Burnaby, 68, popular come- 





dian, died April 18 at Angmering, 


Sussex, England. 

Burnaby’s most popular role 
was as a member of the West End 
show, “The Co-Optimists,” from 
1921 to 1927. Earlier he had ap- 
peared with Lily Langtry in “The 
Crossways.” Afterward he accom- 
panied Mrs. Langtry on a tour of 
the United States. 

On his return to England from 
the U. S. in 1903 he toured with 
George Edwards’ company, and 
then appeared in London in sev- 
eral plays until 1910, when he be- 


gan a three-year engagement with | 


“The March Hares.” He again 
came to the U. S. in 1914, this time 
in the Grossmith and Laurillard 
production of ‘“Tonight’s the 
Night,” in which he was seen the 
next season in London. 

Among the later plays in which 
he appeared were “The Little 
Whopper,” “A Night Out,’ “Char- 
lot (1928), several revivals of ‘““‘The 


Co-Optimists” and “Aladdin.” His 
films included “Feather Your 
Nest,’ “The Song of the Forge,” 


“Second Best 
Stars,” “Song 
“Many Tanks, 


“Leave It to Me,” 
Bed,” “Calling All 
of the Road” and 
Mr. Atkins.” 

He wrote the lyrics of several 
popular songs, and was co-author 
with Edward Lauri of the opera, 
“The Maid of the East” (1919). 


WILL HAY 


Will Hay, 60, noted British come- | 


dian, died in London, April 18. 

He was graduated as a young 
man from concert-party work to 
the vaudeville stage, and then 
built a great following in films 
and radio. His outstanding films 
were, “Good Morning, Boys” and 
“Boys Will Be Boys.” 

Hay’s main interest off stage 
was astronomy and his. book, 
“Through My _ Telescope,’ was 
widely read. He was a member of 
the Royal Astronomical Society 


and often lectured on the subject. | 
His satirical creations of “‘Nark- | 


over” and “St. Michael’s Col- 
lege” were boisterous music hall 
versions of a British public school, 
in which he played the benign but 
shrewd schoolmaster, Dr. Twist. He 
was one of the few stage artists 
whose personality lost nothing 
| over the radio. 

He appeared at several com- 
mand performances, including the 
revival 
| war years at the London Coliseum 
| in November, 1945. 


NEWTON ALEXANDER 

Newton Alexander, 65, vaude 
performer, teamed with the Light- 
‘ner Sisters (Winnie and Thea) for 
/many years, died after a heart at- 
tack April 15, in director Mike 
Curtiz’s home in Hollywood, where 
‘he had been visiting. 
| Born in Leadville, Col., he en- 
‘tered show biz with his father and 
three brothers. in musical act. 





Later he joined Lew Dockstader’s | 
Minstrels and was also a member 


of the Exposition Four, vaude act. 
Lightner Sisters and he played 
top vaude circuits and musicals, 
including George White’s Scandals, 
'Shuberts’ “Gay Paree,” and “Le- 
| maire’s Affairs.” 

The act was broken up when 
Winnie Lightner broke into pix in 
“Gold Diggers” and married Roy 
Del Ruth. film director. Alexan- 
der married Thea. the other sis- 
ter, who survives him. 

MEYER SIMONS 

Meyer (Maxie) Simons, 53. nitery 
entertainer for more than 30 years 
and probably Pittsburgh’s _ best- 
known “singing waiter,” died there 
April 11. He had been working 
at Nite Court of Fun. 

Born in England, he landed in 
Pittsburgh as a boy and achieved 
his greatest Pittsburgh success as 
a comic at the old Hickey Park 
Tavern, which Al and Lew Mercur 
later converted into a Nut House, 
wheré Simons was featured for 
years. In addition to his wife, he 
leaves a son and daughter. 


LUIGI CARNEVALE 

Luigi Carnevale, 39, composer 
and leader of Pennsylvania Phil- 
harmonic Orchestra, was found 
dead April 16 in the home 
of Jerome R. Reimers. vice-pres- 
ident of the Columbia Opera 
Assn., in Washington, D. C.. whom 
he had been visiting. He had died 





cording to the police, who foun 

a butcher knife alongside the body 
and a note written on a sheet of 
music which read: “God forgive me 
for spoiling the Easter.” It was 





These in addition) 


performance after seven) 


said he had been brooding over a 
‘recent separation from his wife. 
They have two daughters. 

Carnevale, who had composed 
12 symphonies and symphonic 
poems, organized the Pennsy Phil- 
harmonic in 1940. 





' 


JAMES B. KELLY 
James B. Kelly, 64, former tenor 
_with the old time Empire Comedy 
| Four quartet, died at his home in 
| Washington, D. C., April 16. At 
| time of death he was home deliv- 
ery supervisor of the Washington 
Times-Herald. 

A native of Lynn, Mass., he 
started as a tenor in the old Co- 
mique theatre there. He later sang 
in New York and then went to At- 
lantic City as a member of the Hi 
Henry circuit. He later married 
Edith Brown, of Washington, and 
they started their own act, Kelly 
and Brown. 

Following the decline of vaude, 
Kelly settled down in Washington, 
joining the staff of the Washington 
—- in 1928. Mrs. Kelly died in 





HAZEL DRUKKER GILMORE 

Hazel Drukker Gilmore, 52, 
former radio columnist and author, 
died in her home in New York, 
April 18. 

Her column, “Hazel 
Broadcasting,” published in the 
old N.Y. Evening World and N.Y. 
Journal, was reputedly the first 
column to be devoted to radio. At 


time of death she had been work- 
ing on a book, “Memories on 
Parade,” dealing with celebrities 


of a generation ago. She also had 
written a _ series of children’s 
stories for the N.Y. Evening Mail 


and “Children of the Stars,” deal- 


ing with the theatre. 


Survived by husband, daughter | 


_and sister, 


| _ EDWARD E. ST. LOUIS 





Edward E. St. Louis, 63, one of 
the original WGY piayers, died 
| April 13 at his home in Schenec- 
|'tady, N. Y. He entered the radio 
in 1922 when the WGY Players 


| were originated by Edward Smith. | 


| Between 1922 and 1929, he was 


credited with 700 radio perform- | 
Among them were roles in| 


| ances. 
|‘““Madame X,” “The Green God- 
dess,” “The Littlest Rebel.” and 
“Camille.”” He retired in 1930. 
Survived by wife and daughter. 





HERBIE HAYMER 
Herbie Haymer, 33, musician, 
died April 11 in Los Angeles of a 
fractured skull sustained in a 
motor accident. 
A tenor saxist, Haymer formerly 


| played with the Jimmy Dorsey and | 
Woody Herman bands and on the | 


| “Hit Parade” and “Chesterfield 
Supper Club” programs. Recently 
he had been recording for Capitol 
| Records. 
_His wife and two children sur- 
vive. 4 


GEORGE NEWSOME 
| George Newsome, 69, former ex- 
| hibitor in Carbondale, Ill., died in 
Miami, April 2. 
Newsome owned the first film 
theatre in Carbondale, the former 
| Yale, and also owned the old Til- 








| ford, Murphysboro, Ill., which he| 


| sald before joining the Navy, and 
{houses in Mt. Vernon, IIl., since 

taken over by the Reid, Yemm & 
| Hayes Circuit. 


CHARLES V. FRANCE 

Charles Vernon France, _ 80, 
veteran British actor who had ap- 
peared in many Hollywood films, 
died at his home in Gerrards Cross, 
England, April 13. 

Aside from appearing in many 
productions on the London stage, 
his film appearances were in “A 
Yank at Oxford,’ “Night Train,” 
“Secret Agent” and other films. 


STELLA BARNES 








Stella Barnes, head of the con-.| 


‘tract dept. of Music Corp. of 
America, died April 16 after a 
brief illness. Miss Barnes was | 


with MCA for seven years. 

She was the daughter of Fred 
Barnes, one of the founders of 
Barnes & Carruthers, Chicago out- 
door bookers. Mike Barnes, pres- 
ent B&C head, is her uncle. 


EMERSON E. BELL 

Emerson E. Bell, 57, former 
vaude singer, died in Kansas City, 
April 15. Bell played in vaude for 
20 years, being best known as a 
, member of the Southern Harmony 
Four. He left vaude in 1937, and 
since had been a bartender in his 
brother’s tavern in Kansas City. 

Survived by wife. 


LEONIDAS VERONA 
Leonidas Verona, 84, retired 
musician and former viola player 
with the N. Y. Philharmonic and 
Metropolitan Opera House orch, 








Drukker | 


of stab wounds, self-inflicted, ac- | died in Beechhurst, L. I., April 11. 


| 


He had also been a member of 
Victor Herbert’s orch when the 


latter produced his operettas in 


New York and on the road. 


| W. P. BENNER 


W. P. Benner, 64, died at Car- 
thage, N. C., April 6. He had been 





in the motion picture business for | 


| 14 years and was owner of the Wil- 
|liam Penn theatre, Carthage, and 
the Village theatre, Robbins, N. C. 

Survived by wife, a daughter, 
and two sons. 





! 
} 
! 


RICHARD R, CZERWONKY 

Richard R. Czerwonky, 62, head 
of violin and orchestra depts. of 
the De Paul University of Music, 
died at his home in Chicago, April 
16. 

Survived by wife, daughter and 
two sons. 


Ww. A. GRAHAM 
W. A. Graham, assistant man- 
ager of RKO Theatres’ mainte- 


nance dept., died April 14 in West- 
field, N. J. 





He was with the circuit for 15 
years. 
Ww. A. GRAHAM 
W. A. Graham, who was the 


assistant manager of RKO Thea- 
tres’ maintenance department, died 
April 14 at his home in Westfield, 
N.J. He was with the company 15 
years. 





FRANK TIERNEY 
Frank Tierney, 69, former song 
and dance man, died in Youngs- 
town, Ohio, April 18. 
Tierney had appeared in vaude 
and legit, and also made several 
European tours. 





ARUNDEL NIXON 
Arundel Nixon, 42, British actor, 
died in Brisbane, Australia, April 4 
after a cerebral hemorrhage. 





He made his Aussie debut for 
Williamson - Tait in ‘10 Minute 
Alibi.” 

Bernard Woods, Sr., father of 


Bernie Woods of VArRIETy, died of 
a stomach ailment April 15 in 
Queens, N. Y. Wife, seven daugh- 
ters, another son and nine grand- 
children survive. 





Joseph Gries, 56, died in Evans- 
ton, Ill., April 14. He was the 
father of Thomas Gries, former 


VARIETY staffer, now with Famous | 


Artists Agency in Hollywood. Also 
survived by widow, and two other 
children. 





Mrs. Christine Snow, 75, former 
wardrobe mistress for the Civic 
Opera House, Chicago, died in that 
city, April 11. She also held simi- 
lar assignment with many legit 
musicals. 





Mrs. Howell B. Gwin, mother of 
Julia Gwin, magazine and radio 


writer, died at her home in Char- 


lottesville, Va., April 3. 





Mother, 77, of Art Brown, enter- 
tainer at station WOL, in Washing- 
ton, D. C., died April 16, at her 

| home in Burlington, Vt. 





| 


| Victor Green, 45, accountant for 
| Balaban & Katz circuit, died in 
|Chicago, April 14. Survived by a 
| sister. 





|_ Father of John and Val Gielgud, 
| British legit actor-managers, died 
in London, April 13. 





|. Mother of Alicia Markova, bal- 
'lerina, died in London, April 12. 


| 
| 


| Billy Muth, 46, theatre organist, 





| died in Dallas, April 15. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Carl Sands, son, 

Chicago, April 10. Father’s orch 
| leader at Oriental Theatre, Chi. 
_. Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Lynn, 
daughter, Santa Monica, Cal., April 
11. Mother is the former Robin 
Chandler, writer; father is a screen 
actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Winston Hibler, 
daughter, Burbank, Cal., April 9. 
Father is a writer for Walt Disney. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Goldman. 
daughter, Pleasantville, N. J... 
April 7. Father operates the Gold- 
;man hotel there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Louis Geirman. 
son, Santa Monica, April 11. 
Father is a purchasing agent for 
' Fox West Coast. 

Mr. and Mrs. 
daughter, 





| 


Fred Polingin. 
Hollywood, April 15. 





East’s H’wood Hold 
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strictly a seller’s market, the dis- 
tribs pretty much stopped worry- 
ing during the war and lush post- 
war years about what exactly the 
studio was giving them to sell. 


With the theatres no longer 
available to give product a needed 
kickoff and with the b.o. not what 
it was, the situation looms as con- 
siderably different. Homeoftice 
execs are going in for plenty of 
consultation with production’ top- 
pers on the type of films they are 
going to be handed for selling. 

Paramount is the initial focal 
point for the shift in preponder- 
ance of power to the east. Prexy 
Barney Balaban, in recent talks 
and memoranda to the Coast, has 
let production chiefs Henry Gins- 
berg and Y. Frank Freeman know 
in unmistakable terms that the dis- 
-tribution end is assuming new 
powers. 

Even at 20th-Fox, prez Spyros 
Skouras, sales topper Andy Smith, 
Jr., and distribution exec Al Licht- 
man have been going over the pro- 
duction program in detzil with pro- 
duction boss Darryl F. Zanuck, 
making suggestions on forthcom- 
ing pix merchandizing. 

At Universal the shift was made 
almost a year ago. There it wasn’t 
a case of divorcement, since the 
company owns no theatres, but dif- 
ficulty by the sales department in 
peddling the product that was be- 
ing sent east. 

Walter Wanger put 
on the thinking by distribution 
execs when, in an interview in 
Tulsa, Okla., last week, he said 
that “the factory is running the 
business.” He attributed many of 
the industry’s present problems to 
an excess of studio control. 

“Contrast the situation today,” 
he declared, “with that generally 
prevailing at the time I headed 
production for Paramount. Then 
the production program was laid 
out in New York and there was full 
coordination of thinking by pro- 
duction, distribution and _ exhibi- 
tion. Today, the studio maps out 
the production schedule largely 
without reference to distribution 
and exhibition. The result is that 
you have the factory running the 
business. 

“Hollywood is too self-centered. 
The orbit of those engaged in pro- 
duction is too small. Many are out 
of touch with what the rest of the 
country is thinking. Their con- 
tact with New York and exhibition 
is casual.” 


Easter B. 0. 
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his finger 

















Broadway houses pull a combined ie 
weekend total of over $800,000, was 
the number of good new pictures 


‘saved for the Easter season by 


distributors. Radio City Music 
Hall parlayed Paramount’s ‘“Con- 
necticut Yankee” and its annual 
Easter Pageant stageshow into an 
alltime high of $170,000 in the 
combo’s second week, topping by 
far the opening stanza’s biz. Roxy, 
with “Mr. Belvedere Goes to Col- 
lege” coupled with Vivian Blaine 
heading its stageshow, established 
a new Easter weekend record while 
doing a terrific. $160,000 for the 
week. Distribs also set their top 


| reissues for the week’s openings, 
| with Metro’s 


“Wizard of Oz” at 
Brandt’s Mayfair and “Pride of the 
Yankees” at the Palaee grossing 
big. 

Also contributing to the smash 
Broadway biz was the weather, 
which was pleasant enough to lure 
the customers out of their homes, 
but too chilly for outdoor relaxa-. 
tion. Jewish Passover season's day- 
and-date with Easter also helped. 


Easter Monday trade was also 
very good. 
Broadway legit trade snapped 


into shape Friday night and fol- 
lowed with exceedingly good biz 
éver the entire weekend. Niteries, 
of course, were slow Friday night 
but had some of their best trade 
in months over Saturday and Sun- 
day. 





Father handles motion picture ac- | 


counts for Buchanan & Co. ad 
agency. 
Mr. and Mrs. L. Hayes Gar- 


barino, son, Bradford, Pa., recent- 
ly. Father is manager of Bradford 
Playhouse there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Irving Greenfield. 
daughter, New York, April 18. 
Father is assistant scretary of 
Loew’s, Inc. 


MARRIAGES 


Joan Mann to Jack Carter, New 
York, March 31. Bride is daugh- 
ter of Sam Mann, former come- 
dian; he’s the vaudeville comic. 

Jane Anderson to John Battles, 
London, April 13. He's US. legit 
actor, currently starring in the 
London production, ‘Belinda Fair,” 
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DONALD RICHARDS 
Broadway Singing Star of "Finian's 
Rainbow" and “Along Fifth Avenue" 
Opening Capitol, N. Y., April 28th. 

Mercury Records 





EVE YOUNG 
Now in 2nd year on "Honeymoon 
in New York" NBC Network, Mon- 
day thru Friday. 

RCA Victor Records 










JOE MOONEY Quartette 


America's leading instrumental and 
singing group. On tour. Decca 
Records and World Trans. 

Dir.: GAC 





LESLY GREY 
Heard on KFWB, Hollywood, 
5 times weekly 
Castle Records 

















LEO PIEPER 
And his orchestra 
Currently appearing 
Plantation Club 
Houston, Texas 


Dir.: MCA 





FRANKIE LAINE 


CHESTERFIELD SUPPER CLUB with PEGGY LEE 
On Mercury Records and Standard Transcriptions 
Dir.: GAC 


















SKITCH HENDERSON 


And his orchestra 


on tour of the nation's leading 
hotels, theatres, ballrooms and col- 
leges. 

Capitol Records and Trans. 


Dir.: MCA 





VIVIAN GREENE 


Piano singing star and writer of 
“Honey, Honey, Honey" and "Love 
Me, Love Me, Love Me.” 


Mercury Records 


















LAWRENCE WELK 


and his Champagne Music 

Currently ROOSEVELT HOTEL, N.Y. 
Starting Wednesday, June Ist, on 
ABC Network, 9:30 to 10:00 P.M. 
E.D.S.T., for MILLER HIGH-LIFE 
BEER. 

Mercury Records Standard Trans. 

Dir.: M.C.A, 


The TRENIER TWINS 
With GENE GILBEAUX Orchestra 
Now in 48th week, Melodee Club, 
Los Angeles. Mercury Records 











DAVID LE WINTER 








And his orchestra 
3rd consecutive year at the famous 


Pump Room, 


Hotel, Chicago. 


Ambassador East 
Standard Trans. 

















CARLOS RAMIREZ 
Latin-American singing star 
Currently on personal appearance 


tour of South America. 
RCA Victor Records 











Dir.: MCA 


HELEN O’CONNELL 


Appearing on radio and 
TV guest shots 


Coast Records 

















The BATCHELORS 
Now 6th Month Wilton Hotel, 
Long Beach, California 
MGM Records and Standard Trans. 





ARTIE ‘WAYNE 
Currently Eddie De Shure's Oasis 
Club, Los Angeles, California. Also 
appearing on Bob McLaughlin's 
General Electric TV Show on KLAC, 


Los Angeles. Mercury Records 


Standard Trans. 




















MISCHA NOVY 
And his Velvet strings orchestre 
Now in 8th month, FAIRMONT 
HOTEL, San Francisco. MG 
Records, Standard Trans. 

on Dir.: M.C.A. 














GABBE, 


Personal Management 


1619 Broadway, New York 19, N. Y. 


LUTZ and HELLER 


6272 Sunset Boulevard, Hollywood 28, Cal. 














